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The final stage of renovation at Hillcrest Christian College concludes with an 
official opening by the Prime Minister and a tour, showcasing a school like no 
other. Story by Iona Quill. 
 

In her own words, the Australian Prime Minister accepted the 

invitation to open the new Senior School renovation, because she saw 

“a school that makes a significant difference in local, Australian and 

International education.”  

Visually, Hillcrest may look a little plain from the car park, but once you 

enter the campus, it is nothing short of spectacular in every dimension. 

Listening to the amazing music and vocal performances of students, at 

the opening, created the expectation that this visit would be something 

to challenge all of our deep-rooted ideas about learning. 

Flanked by proud and smartly-dressed student leaders, the Prime 

Minister, opened the renovated facilities commenting, “The staff, 

students, parents and leadership are to be congratulated for 

completing their vision. Hillcrest Christian College sets a new 

benchmark for what future schools should aspire to.  Not only have 

they developed a beautiful teaching and learning environment, but 

they have also created a team of staff members who understand and 

implement a world-leading creative and innovative curriculum 

program, truly reflective of their values.”   

She concluded the opening by adding, “All parents and school 

leadership teams should come and visit Hillcrest Christian College. It is 

a place, not only, of exceptional learning, but also, a school where the 

connectedness of everyone here sets them apart from others.” 

 

Five years ago, Hillcrest Christian College embarked upon a journey to 

build the Christian School of the future. Leaving no stone unturned, the 

leadership team boldly designed a future-orientated learning 

environment that sets new educational benchmarks. The risks 

associated with this move were minimised through the collaborative 

approach to the Hillcrest evolution, resulting in an “all-in” journey that 

tested every aspect of the College’s operations. The ownership of this 

change can be seen, jointly, in the eyes of the staff, students and 

parents alike. Clearly, they are all united in celebrating the incredible 

environment that has been created and visible for all to see. 

When asked about the key 

initiatives that drove the 

development plans, Hillcrest 

Christian College Principal, Mr 

Jeff Davis, responded, 

“Education fails when we do 

not consider the student experience.  Hillcrest Christian College is a 

Christian School established on biblical principles. With this as our base, 

staff worked to create a pedagogical framework, which never wavered 

from these principles, to establish an outstanding learning platform for 

all students. With the support of partner organisations such as local 

Universities, Microsoft and many others, staff dedicated themselves to 

learning more about effective 21st century teaching and learning. As 

we, ourselves, improved, student engagement rose exponentially and 

with this came exceptional improvement in student learning outcomes. 

Hillcrest students truly value their learning experience.” 

When asked about the key change that was required to start the 

transformation process, Mr Davis responded, “Change is a choice. We 

all made a decision; not to be a big ‘small’ school, but to grow a little 

and become a small ‘big’ school. This little change in mindset has 

resulted in student numbers reaching 1300, but still having the same 

ethos, care and attention to detail of a school with only 700 students.” 

As the official opening service closed, a morning tea was held on the 

‘Hub’ deck; a place where students have lunch together, purchasing 

healthy meals, any time during the day. During this break, I was able to 

meet with parents and ask them their opinion of the College.  Parents 

explained that, during the development period, Hillcrest had lost none 

of its core foundations, but rather gained much more by focussing on 

key goals, which were aligned both at home and school.  Parents were 

glowing in praise for the positive relationships they each had with the 

College community, attributed to the constant communication that 

families received from staff at Hillcrest.  The open dialogue, and 

preparedness to listen, was greatly appreciated. 

After morning tea, we met our student tour guides at the Foundation 

Stone. Hillcrest Christian College was established as a ministry of Reedy 

Creek Baptist Church in 1982.  Reedy Creek Baptist Church are still 

integrally linked to the operation of the College.  The students took time 

to explain how the four cornerstones of Personal Integrity, Academic 

Excellence, Evangelistic Outreach and God-Centred Education, were not 

just a set of words, but had true meaning to all members of the Hillcrest 

community.  From this point, 

the natural beauty of the 

school is most appreciated. 

From here, we were guided 

through the recently-

renovated Yrs 3-6 classrooms.   

These learning environments were cleverly linked. Teachers and 

students worked in groups of 50 students, across two very large spaces, 

with withdrawal rooms easily accessed by students, as required. The 

modern furniture, and choices of colour, matched the theming of this 

area perfectly, as the biblical perspective came to life through artefacts 

and symbolism, which caught the eye in many places. As we walked 

through classrooms, students barely stopped their learning activities. 

Their natural enthusiasm for what they were doing, was of far greater 

interest than just another set of visitors.  Outside, students could easily 

access an enticing playground area that would engage children of all 

ages, even adults.  The link between the learning spaces and outdoor 

environment is seamless. Students freely move between the two, while 

completing interesting and meaningful learning adventures.   

Education fails when we do not 
consider the student experience. 

The link between the learning spaces 
and outdoor environment is seamless. 



From the Yrs 3-6 area, we were guided, in our groups, to the Prep-Yr2 

learning centre.  Walking across the link-bridge, one gains a great view 

of the athletics track and playing fields, which are of an exceptional 

standard.  The early years, Prep-Yr2, stage of learning theme is 

reminiscent to an ancient city landscape; one that is surrounded by 

sandstone walls, resembling the walls of Jericho.  We were greeted at 

the office by four eager and excited Yr 2 students to take us on this part 

of the tour. The theme, ‘In the Beginning’, is clearly evident in the 

classrooms. These rooms are cleverly designed, maximising the natural 

environment and, connected with boardwalks set above unique and 

creative play spaces that approach the edge of the billabong. The turret 

structures, placed throughout this campus, are clear highlights for the 

students, who use every available space for creative play with 

enormous excitement. The students showed us how they used these 

spaces for creative play, which was an absolute delight. 

As we looked in the double, low-set, fully-equipped early childhood 

learning spaces, we saw teachers working together to differentiate 

individual students into learning pods. We watched a group of students 

create their own learning adventure under the watchful, but distant, 

direction of their teacher, who clearly knew every student well.  There 

were many parents and grandparents helping students in these 

classrooms, all laughing and enjoying the time with the students. This 

was clearly a happy and supportive learning environment. 

Looking back through the trees, we were able to watch a group of 

students make their way over the rope bridge onto an ‘Ark’, as per the 

biblical theme, situated in the middle of the billabong.  At first this just 

seems like normal, but when you actually think about it, you can’t help 

but be amazed by this learning environment, to the point where I kept 

asking myself, “Why would I want my child to learn anywhere else?”  

From this vantage point, the natural beauty of the whole campus is 

clearly evident. The school has an incredible array of facilities and, from 

this central point, the College’s incredible assets rise above you on the 

side of the hill like a painted canvas. The view itself is truly inspiring and 

sets great imagery for the next ten years of learning. 

After saying goodbye to our Yr 2 students, we walked up the hill to the 

Senior Learning area. Once again, the College architect has connected 

the indoor and outdoor learning environments so that students can 

freely move between the two.  All indoor learning spaces are very large 

and digitally modern in every way. The colour schemes and furniture 

choice are not traditional in any way, but are inviting for students.  It 

was impressive to see staff using different arrangements in rooms to 

support a variety of learning activities. The furniture is an integral part 

of developing an adult learning environment, akin to the new offices 

used by multi-national companies.   

These spaces were relaxed, but students were working effectively 

together, even when the teacher was not obviously supervising them.  

Quick conversations with random students revealed an underlying 

confidence that this was a student-centred digital learning 

environment, fostered from the initial foundations of Hillcrest. As my 

tour group watched the interaction between students and teachers, it 

was easy to see why educational excellence is a key outcome for all 

students who attend this school. Again, teachers clearly knew their 

students and their academic strengths and weaknesses. Students felt 

safe and supported in this 

environment.  

Students at Hillcrest 

access incredible 

programs outside of the 

classroom, aligned to the 

belief that true learning 

happens through extra-

curricular programs as well. The College is blessed with outstanding 

facilities in both the Sport and Arts programs. The quality of student 

learning options here is incredible. An extensive excursion program is 

backed by an impressive fleet of coaches that proudly emblaze the 

College logos, with supporting partner organisations all shown on the 

full bus wrap.   

At Hillcrest, families have 

all their needs catered for, 

including access to 

tutoring, youth groups, an 

amazing Chapel program 

and welfare support. The 

endless provision of 

services and learning opportunities provide students with a significant 

advantage for their future. When they leave Hillcrest, students are 

wonderfully prepared for the adventures of adult life. These young men 

and women are all incredible ambassadors for this school, and youth in 

general. 

To complete our tour, we were guided to the undercover market style 

outdoor meeting area. Cleverly designed to allow for a street 

atmosphere, here we found 600 students gathered in a vibrant space of 

activity similar to what would be expected in large city streets. The 

market style environment included buskers, food vendors, displays 

from classes, students selling products and youth leaders mixing with 

student groups. The atmosphere was electric as staff, students, parents 

and invited guests, shared time together around the great Australian 

icon, ‘the BBQ’. Different groups volunteer to serve the students on a 

weekly rotation, demonstrating to Hillcrest students the importance of 

giving. The BBQ smell wafts through the courtyard, enhancing the jovial 

celebratory atmosphere.  This is a truly unique area that students 

obviously love. 

 

As I bit into my hamburger, fresh off the BBQ, I bumped into the College 

architect. I asked him what it was the made him most proud of the 

development here. He responded, “Rarely do we look at school 

architecture through the eyes of the student. This school is designed for 

students and the experiences they want to have. The design concepts 

used embrace the needs of each individual learner, their engagement 

with the environment, and the theming of biblical stories through the 

different stages of learning.” Walking through the College grounds, the 

symbolic and cultural learning environments clearly stand out and are 

cleverly used to represent the different areas of the College, providing 

a great sense of community and connection. 

Aside from everything written above, by far the most compelling 

observation of the whole day was the students. Throughout the day, I 

met and spoke with students from all year levels. Each conversation, 

every connection, no matter what age, uncovered young men and 

women, who had a strong resilience and confidence in themselves, 

while displaying complete humility. They clearly knew of their place in 

this world and how they could make a global influence. It is easy to see 

why the student wait-list for Hillcrest far outnumbers the students who 

attend each day. 

As I reached the end of my visit, I headed back to my car to find the 

door being opened by a Hillcrest Christian College leader.  She asked 

if I enjoyed my visit to the school. I responded by saying:  

“There are few days in one’s life where the full potential of God’s plan 

can be seen, but this day is one of them and I will remember it forever.” 

At Hillcrest, families have all their needs 
catered for, including access to tutoring, 
youth groups, an amazing Chapel program 
and welfare support. 


