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ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE – CHRISTIAN DISTINCTION – ASIA ENGAGEMENT 
 
The Middle Phase of Learning, Years 7 to 9, is a period of significant change for young people.  
 
In Secondary school at Livingstone Christian College, students transition from one core teacher in Primary 
school to two subject specialist teachers in Middle Phase who teach their class the core subjects of English and 
History/Geography, or Mathematics and Science. This teaching arrangement is in place to help students move 
from the relationship model of the Primary to the subject specific model of the Middle Phase. During the Middle 
Phase, students are provided with every opportunity to reach their potential and to explore subjects that they may 
continue to pursue in their senior studies, to best position them for their future post-schooling pathway.  
 
While developing a strong academic culture is important, of equal importance is developing character. The 
Middle Phase curriculum endeavours to engage students in identifying their areas of interest and strengths, and 
applying commitment and dedication to be successful students in these subject areas. This is achieved through 
the provision of core and elective subjects at each year level, taught by specialist teachers in specialist rooms.  
 
All Middle Phase subjects are based on the Australian Curriculum, through the Australian Curriculum 
Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA). Wherever possible, these subjects are taught from a Christian 
worldview perspective with a genuine spirit of intellectual honesty and enquiry. 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
If you require any further information about the academic offerings at Livingstone Christian College please 
contact the applicable staff member below. 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
Head of Secondary Mrs Anne Garton Anne.Garton@livingstone.qld.edu.au 
Year 7 Coordinator  Mrs Diana Trim Diana.Trim@livingstone.qld.edu.au  
Year 8 Coordinator  Mr Jackson Grigg Jackson.Grigg@livingstone.qld.edu.au  
Year 9 Coordinator  Mrs Alison Morgan-Moore Alison.Morgan-Moore@livingstone.qld.edu.au  

 
HEADS OF DEPARTMENT 
English, and Creative Industries Ms Lisa Matthes Lisa.Matthes@livingstone.qld.edu.au 
Maths, and Science Mr Peter Hosking Peter.Hosking@livingstone.qld.edu.au  
Humanities, and Health and Physical 
Education 

Mr Aaron Sloper Aaron.Sloper@livingstone.qld.edu.au 

Performing Arts, and Technology Mr Sam Smith Sam.Smith@livingstone.qld.edu.au  
  

mailto:Anne.Garton@livingstone.qld.edu.au
mailto:Diana.Trim@livingstone.qld.edu.au
mailto:Jackson.Grigg@livingstone.qld.edu.au
mailto:Alison.Morgan-Moore@livingstone.qld.edu.au
mailto:Lisa.Matthes@livingstone.qld.edu.au
mailto:Peter.Hosking@livingstone.qld.edu.au
mailto:Aaron.Sloper@livingstone.qld.edu.au
mailto:Sam.Smith@livingstone.qld.edu.au
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IMPORTANT DATES 
 

for Year 7 to Year 9 2019  

Friday, 19 October From 9.10 am in MPC Introductory talk by HOS and Subject Information Book 
distributed 

  HODs to talk about subjects 

Timelines for Subject Selection 

Subject Selection Form distributed 

  

Sunday, 21 October to 
Sunday, 28 October 

Subject Selection Forms submitted online 

 There will be cut-offs for class sizes and students cannot select once class is full 

  

Mid November Process complete and students advised of 2019 subjects 
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COURSE OF STUDY 
 
In Years 7, 8 and 9, students will study the core subjects of English, Humanities through History and Geography, 
Mathematics, Science, and Health and Physical Education. Chinese Language and Culture is also a core subject 
in Year 7. 
 
Each year, students will be able to select electives from Humanities, The Arts and Technology curriculum areas. 
Chinese Language and Culture will also be an elective. In Year 7, electives are studied for a semester. In Years 
8 and 9, electives are studied for one year. 
 
Commendations for subjects in Years 10 to 12 are based on student performance, commitment to learning and 
attendance in Middle Phase. Students will not be recommended for subjects if they have demonstrated a poor 
ability to achieve successful academic results in Years 7, 8 and 9. All students will need to have demonstrated 
ability of at least a C+ in Year 10 English, Mathematics and Science to be recommended for a senior subject 
needed for entry to university.  
 
Students will be expected to approach their studies in a diligent manner, access available support services if 
needed, and be accountable for their actions. Study and homework are important aspects of a student’s life and 
while a balance is necessary between family, spiritual, sporting, social and work obligations, commitment to 
education is essential to success. 
 
STUDENT EXTENSION 
 
Livingstone Christian College prides itself on being able to cater for the diverse learning needs of all students, 
supporting them to reach their potential.  
 
There will be extension classes set up for Years 7 and 8 students in the core subjects. Selection into these 
classes will be made by the Heads of Department based on outstanding academic results, NAPLAN results, 
commitment to learning and attendance in the current year. In Year 9 students will be invited into SEAL subjects 
(see information below). 
 
SELECTED ENTRY ACCELERATED LEARNING (SEAL) PROGRAM 
 
In Years 9 and 10, the College offers a Selected Entry Accelerated Learning (SEAL) Program for a limited 
number of very capable and committed students who demonstrate an advanced aptitude for the study of any one 
of the core subjects of English, Humanities, Mathematics or Science. 
 
The aims of the SEAL Program are to  

 provide a challenging program for academically able students that allows them to work with like-minded 
students. 

 create a stimulating learning environment that engages and inspires students in their learning, and 
promotes independent and responsible study habits. 

 maximise choice and opportunity for academic pathways through Years 11 and 12, and tertiary studies. 
 
The curriculum is a faster paced curriculum which is non-repetitive. It gives students the opportunity to work with 
more complex and more abstract course material. The work is designed to be similar but different from that 
presented in other classes, enabling students to operate at a higher level, minimising duplication but still covering 
the essentials. It is not suitable for all students, and it is not meant to be. 
 
Students are invited into the SEAL program for one or more subjects based on their learning behaviours and 
academic results before entry. Student progress is monitored throughout the program. There is some movement 
in and out of the program based on student application to their studies and their performance. 
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SUBJECT CHANGE 
 
Students must arrange a meeting with the Head of Secondary in order to collect a Subject Change Form. Before 
any subject change is considered for approval, the student must complete all outstanding assessment items in 
order to fulfil academic requirements. Subject changes will only be considered in the first two weeks of semesters 
1 and 2. 
 
The freedom to change a subject should not be taken for granted. Other factors such as a student’s motivation 
and performance will be taken into account before a decision is made. 
 
PLEASE NOTE 
 
 Subjects are offered at Livingstone Christian College where reasonable numbers enrol.  
 
Also, numbers for subjects are limited and those students who put in their preferences first will be considered 
first. Students should consider a second choice in the event that their first selection is unavailable because of late 
decisions. 
 
ATTENDANCE AND PERFORMANCE 
 
It is the responsibility of each Middle Phase student to: 

 attends school all day, every day, unless absent due to a medical condition or other reasonable 
circumstance verified by your parent/carer, 

 completes all assessment for each subject to the best of your ability, and on time, 

 fulfills academic expectations for high-quality commitment to learning. 
 
While subject teaching and learning time takes up the majority of the week, the other times for Faith and Life, and 
Sport are part of the total educational program and attendance is compulsory.  
 
HOMEWORK 
 
Homework provides students with opportunities to consolidate their classroom learning, pattern behaviour for 
lifelong learning beyond the classroom and involve family members in their learning.  
 
In determining homework, it is important to acknowledge that students may be engaging in many different 
activities outside of school. These include a range of physical activities and sports, recreational and cultural 
pursuits. Older students may also have part-time employment. Some students have responsibilities as 
caregivers. The setting of homework takes into account the need for students to have a balanced lifestyle. This 
includes sufficient time for family, recreation, cultural pursuits and employment where appropriate.  
 
In Middle Phase some homework can be completed daily or over a weekly or fortnightly period and may: 

 include daily independent reading, 

 be coordinated across different subject areas, and 

 include extension of class work, projects and research. 
 
In Years 7, 8 and Year 9 students should be given more responsibility for their own learning. They can be 
required to engage in independent learning to complement work undertaken in class. Homework in Years 7, 8 
and Year 9 would be about 1 hour per night, including this amount of time on the weekend. 
 
Homework can engage students in independent learning to complement work undertaken in class through:  

 revision and critical reflection to consolidate learning (practising for mastery), 

 applying knowledge and skills in new contexts (a topic of interest, an authentic local issue), 

 pursuing knowledge individually and imaginatively (investigating, researching, writing, designing, 
making), and 

 preparing for forthcoming classroom learning (collecting relevant materials, items, information). 
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Students can take responsibility for their own learning by:  

 being aware of the school’s homework policy, 

 checking Edumate Student Portal, 

 discussing with their parents/carers homework expectations, 

 accepting responsibility for the completion of homework tasks within set time frames, 

 following up on comments made by teachers on assignment drafts (first final), 

 seeking assistance when difficulties arise, and  

 organising their time to manage home obligations, participation in physical activity and sports, 
recreational and cultural activities and part-time employment. 

 
Parents/carers can help their children by: 

 providing suitable conditions for homework to be completed, 

 checking the Edumate Parent Portal, 

 helping them to complete tasks by discussing key questions or directing them to resources, 

 encouraging them to organise their time and take responsibility for their learning, 

 encouraging them to read and to take an interest in and discuss current local, national and international 
events, 

 helping them to balance the amount of time spent completing homework, watching television, playing 
computer games, playing sport and engaging in other recreational activities, and 

 contacting the relevant teacher to discuss any concerns about the nature of homework and their child’s 
approach to the homework.  
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Chinese Language and Culture CORE 

(Year 7 only) 
 
Subject Overview: 
Livingstone have been piloting a functional approach to Chinese language teaching to meet the needs of the corporate 
community. In this subject, students will learn practical and functional Chinese from native speaking tutors ensuring 
they are learning the correct tones and accents. This subject will assist students in engaging with corporate Australia, 
with the course culminating in a national Chinese competence test sat in Year 12.  Extra-curricular activities will be 
available for students to participate in. Face to face engagement and immersion within the language will give students 
the opportunity to practice their dialogue. 
 
Topics Covered: 
Functional language and Chinese culture and traditions (so that students understand cultural differences that will 
assist them in navigating relationships with Asia.) 
 
Homework/Study: 
A support resource will be available online to allow students to revise and practice language and concepts. Students 
will also have a Chinese 'buddy' from a sister school who they can converse with via Skype to reinforce their learning 
and language ability. 
 
Assessment: 
Students will have both written and oral assessments and be given a colour grading to indicate the level of Chinese 
language they are learning. 
 
Subject Requirements: 
Nil 
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Chinese Language and Culture 
 
Subject Overview: 
Learning Chinese as a second language provides students an advantage when looking for opportunities in the global 
workplace. Livingstone has responded to research and developed an innovative and practical approach to language 
acquisition.  This approach (Chinese Language and Culture) has been trialled over the course of 2018, with significant 
success being realised across the College. Corporates have been engaged to understand the skills required for 
students entering the wider job market - across all fields; sport, business, finance, the Arts and have addressed their 
feedback within the planning. 
 
In this subject, students will learn practical and functional Chinese from native speaking tutors giving them the 
advantage of hearing and learning correct tones and accents. This subject will also assist students in engaging with 
corporate Australia, with the course offering students the opportunity to complete the internationally recognised HSK 
competency test.  Extra-curricular activities will be available for students to participate in to build their intercultural 
understanding and language ability.  Face-to-face engagement and immersion within the language will provide 
students the opportunity to practice their dialogue. 
 
Topics Covered: 

TERM YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 

1 
HSK 1 – Greetings and 
descriptions  

HSK 1 – Greeting, 
descriptions, date and time  

HSK 1 – Greeting, 
descriptions, date and time 

2 

HSK 1 – Ordering, business, 
questioning and time  

HSK 1 – Ordering, business, 
questioning and time  

HSK 1 – Ordering, business, 
questioning, weather, 
travelling and time  

3 
This unit is repeated in the 

second semester 

HSK 1 – Ordering, weather, 
travelling and time  

HSK 1 – Time and business 
concepts  

4 
HSK 2 – Time and business 
concepts  

HSK 1 – Questions and 
answers  

 
Homework/Study: 
Students will be expected to revise learnt concepts and vocabulary. Students will also have a Chinese 'buddy' from a 
sister school who they can converse with via Skype to reinforce their learning and language ability. 
 
Assessment: 
Chinese Language and Culture is assessed on a competency basis.  Students will have both written and oral 
assessments which will contribute to their achieving levels of progress. 
 
Subject Requirements: 
Nil 
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Dance 
FACULTY 

Performing Arts and 
Technology 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr Sam Smith 
Sam.Smith@livingstone.qld.edu.au 

 
Subject Overview: 
The study of Dance develops a broad range of highly valuable life-skills, including communication skills, confidence, 
teamwork, trust, co-operation and leadership as well as individual and group problem solving skills, discipline, grace, 
and creative thinking. It also helps develop the understanding of the anatomy and how it works biomechanically in a 
practical manner. 
 
Topics Covered: 

TERM YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 

1 

Story on Stage – An introduction to the 
elements of dance, choreographic devices 
and production elements that are used to 
communicate narrative meaning and 
choreographic intent. Students learn about 
style and choreographic intent in Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander dances, and how 
these dances communicate narrative 
meaning. 

Communicating Through 
Choreography – Dance is a unique art 
form in which the body is an instrument 
for non-verbal communication and 
expression. The inspiration for creative 
expression can be from personal life 
experiences, or observation and 
reflection on the world in which we live.  

Dance in the Digital Age – Live and 
web-based dance performance 
increasingly integrates visual media 
and sonic technologies to engage 
audiences, manipulate senses and tell 
stories. This unit teaches students 
how to understand, evaluate and 
incorporate these technologies into 
live or web-based performance 
projects.  

2 

ascenDANCE – ascenDANCE is an 
extension educational experience 
producing curriculum work for the purpose 
of entertaining a live audience. The 
ascendance unit provides an exploration of 
dance as an art form through 
choreography and performance. Students 
extend their understanding and use of the 
dance elements, choreographic devices 
and production elements; using interaction 
to communicate narrative meaning and 
choreographic intent.  

ascenDANCE – ascenDANCE is an 
extension educational experience 
producing curriculum work for the 
purpose of entertaining a live audience. 
The ascenDANCE unit provides an 
exploration of dance as an art form 
through choreography and performance. 
Students extend their understanding 
and use of the dance elements, 
choreographic devices and productions 
elements; using interaction to 
communicate choreographic intent. 

ascenDANCE – ascenDANCE is an 
extension educational experience 
producing curriculum work for the 
purpose of entertaining a live 
audience. The ascenDANCE unit 
provides an exploration of dance as 
an art form through choreography and 
performance. Students develop their 
knowledge of how ideas and 
intentions are communicated in and 
through dance by integrating new 
media technologies into a live 
performance. 

3 

This unit is repeated in the second 
semester 

Analysing Anatomy – A 
multidisciplinary approach to learning 
the systems of the human body and 
applied health-related fitness. Students 
will engage in the creative process 
through combining the dance elements 
and choreographic devices to create a 
patterned movement sequence 
symbolizing various body systems.  

Before Bangarra – An exploration of 
self-identity, national identity and 
cultural identity through the art of 
dance. Students examine the 
importance of understanding one’s 
identity and reconnecting with one’s 
heritage. Bangarra is an Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
organisation and one of Australia’s 
leading performing arts companies.  

4 

 All That Jazz – An introduction to the 
dance genre of jazz. Students explore 
the historical and cultural significance of 
jazz dance. They also observe and 
identify a spectrum of styles within jazz 
dance, demonstrating basic jazz dance 
technique. Students also investigate the 
concept of using a stimulus as the 
starting point for movement discovery in 
dance choreography  

Hiphography – An introduction to the 
dance genre of hip-hop. Students 
explore the historical and cultural 
significance of hip-hop dance. They 
also observe and identify a spectrum 
of styles within hip-hop dance, 
demonstrating basic hip-hop dance 
technique. Students choreograph and 
perform a hip-hop dance routine, 
communicate meaning and intent 
relevant to a hip-hop dance style.  

 
Homework/Study: 
Due to the practical nature of dance, students are not often given homework, except when responding tasks have 
been set, however, from time to time a research questions or short homework task will be given (usually once or twice 
per term). Homework generally refers to the extra rehearsals needed to participate in either during lunch times or their 
own time when group tasks have been set. 
 
Subject Requirements: 
Students may continue with this subject as an elective from Year 7 to make informed decisions for studying at a senior 
phase level. Students may be required to rehearse, perform or attend excursions outside of College hours. 

  

mailto:Sam.Smith@livingstone.qld.edu.au
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Design and Technologies: Engineering 
Principles and Systems 

FACULTY 
Performing Arts and 
Technology 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr Sam Smith 
Sam.Smith@livingstone.qld.edu.au 

 

Subject Overview: 
Design and Technologies focused on how forces and energy can be used to create light, sound, heat, movement, control or support 
in systems. It involves manipulating and arranging systems and their components, often using modelling or simulation, so they work 
together (or interact) to meet required needs and functions or purposes. Systems have inputs, processes and outputs. Scientific 
laws or theories can often be used to work out the necessary inputs, processes or outputs to support the development or operation 
of a system. These are known as engineering principles. 
 

Topics Covered: 

TERM YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 

1 

Elevate me 
In this teaching unit, students explore 
the engineering and principles behind 
working elevators and cranes. Student 
design and build their own working 
elevator or crane using wheels, pulleys, 
string and other materials. 

Power Technology 
In this teaching unit, students investigate 
and research different power technology 
and low-emission energy sources. 
Require students to conduct research, 
write reports, create diagrams and work 
scientifically. 

Digital Technology 
In this teaching unit, students investigate 
and research the use of digital 
technology in the community. Require 
students to conduct research, write 
reports, create diagrams and work 
scientifically. 

2 

Change the game 
In this teaching unit, students look at 
aspects of energy and how it changes. 
Students design and build their own 
device which changes energy from one 
form to another. 

Give me the power 
In this teaching unit, students explore the 
growing use of alternative energy. 
Students design and build their own 
alternative energy powered device.  

Keeping Time 
In this teaching unit, students apply 
digital technology to design and build 
their own time keeping device.  

3 

This unit is repeated in the 
second semester 

Sensor Technology 
In this teaching unit, students investigate 
and research different types of sensor 
devices used in technology. Require 
students to conduct research, write 
reports, create diagrams and work 
scientifically. 

Microprocessors 
In this teaching unit, students investigate 
and research the different types of 
microprocessors used in technology. 
Require students to conduct research, 
write reports, create diagrams and work 
scientifically. 

4 

 Make it respond 
In this teaching unit, students analyse 
how motion, force and energy are used 
to manipulate and control 
electromechanical systems when 
designing simple, engineered solutions. 
Students design and build a simple 
electromechanical system.  

Take to the sky 
In this teaching unit, students analyse 
how motion, force and energy are used 
to manipulate and control 
electromechanical systems when 
designing engineered solutions. 
Students design and build a quadcopter 
that can carry a specific cargo. 

 

Homework/Study: 
Students will have to do the following for homework/study: 

 Investigating how emerging technologies and products are being fused together to meet the changing needs and opportunities of 
communities. 

 Generating design ideas that consider key characteristics and properties of materials, systems, components, tools and equipment to 
enhance design features. 

 Evaluating ideas, processes and solutions against comprehensive criteria for success. 
 

Assessment: 
Report: 

 Investigating how emerging technologies and products are being fused together to meet the changing needs and opportunities of 
communities. 

Design Folio:  

 critical evaluation of needs or opportunities for one or more of the technologies contexts 

 creation and connection of design ideas and processes 

 effective communication and documentation of projects, including marketing for a range of audiences 
Product: 

 consistent production of high quality designed solutions suitable for the intended purpose by selecting and using appropriate 
technologies skillfully and safely 

 establishment of detailed criteria for success 

 product evaluation (using the detailed criteria for success) 

 application of sequenced production and management plans when producing designed solutions 
 
Subject Requirements: 
Students may continue with this subject as an elective from Year 7 to make informed decisions for studying at a senior phase level.  

mailto:Sam.Smith@livingstone.qld.edu.au
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Design and Technologies: Food Specialisations 
FACULTY 

Humanities and Health 
and Physical Education 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr Aaron Sloper 
Aaron.Sloper@livingstone.qld.edu.au  

 
Subject Overview: 
Design and Technology (Food Specialisation) is a subject that draws on the fields of nutrition, textiles and fashion, human 
development, relationships and behaviour. It has taken the place of what was previous referred to as Home Economics.  
Students may experience planning a nutritious menu, preparing meals or creating environments and services within a 
Hospitality context. 
 
Topics Covered: 
 

TERM YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 

1 & 2 

Ready, Steady, Cook  – Students 
explore basic nutrition and cooking 

techniques. They perform and 
evaluate practical cooking tasks. 

 

Get Up and Go Foods –Students 
explore healthy food choices, and 

the culinary and nutritional 
properties of different foods. They 

will perform and evaluate 
practical cooking tasks. 

 

Make a Meal of it – Beginning in 
Term 1 with an intensive focus on 
hygiene and safety in the kitchen, 

the focus of this unit is on food 
choices and cooking techniques 
across breakfast, lunch, dinner 
and snacks. Students explore, 

perform and evaluate a variety of 
cooking styles and products. 

3 & 4 
 

This unit is repeated in the 
second semester 

Food for Me – Students explore 
healthy food choices specifically 
for teenagers, and the culinary 

and nutritional properties of 
different foods. They will perform 
and evaluate practical cooking 

tasks. 
 

Cooking around the World – 
Students are introduced to a 

variety of cultural cuisines, and 
the influence of multicultural 
Australia on food choices. 

Students explore, perform and 
evaluate a variety of cooking 

styles and products. 

 
Homework/Study: 
Homework may include researching for assignments, completing written tasks necessary for the completion of practical 
lessons, studying subject content and practising written skill sets. 
 
Assessment: 
Student will complete a range of assessment tasks, both practical and theoretical. 
 
Subject Requirements: 
Due to Workplace Health and Safety requirements, students must wear their formal school shoes in the kitchen at all 
times.  
When scheduled cooking lessons are conducted, students are required to bring a suitable take-home container. 
 
Year 7  

 The occasional purchase of ingredients as advised by the teacher. 

 All ingredients for assessment purposes will be provided. 
 
Year 8 and 9 

 Ingredients for assessment and practical lessons. The college will provide demonstration ingredients and staple 
ingredients based on the unit taught. 

 Materials such as, patty papers and baking pans other than those provided by the college. 
  

*Students often choose from a variety of recipes for their practical classwork and assessment. Therefore, students will inform 
parents and carers of ingredient requirement 1 week (minimum) prior to the practical lesson date.  

  

mailto:Aaron.Sloper@livingstone.qld.edu.au


  

15 

Design and Technologies: Materials and 
Technologies Specialisation 

FACULTY 
Performing Arts and 
Technology 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr Sam Smith 
Sam.Smith@livingstone.qld.edu.au 

 
Subject Overview: 
Design and Technologies focuses on a broad range of traditional, contemporary and emerging materials within the 
industrial technology studies area that typically involve extensive use and deep knowledge of specific technologies 
related to the use of wood, metal and plastic. Students work in a practical workshop environment using a design brief 
to make products. 
 
Topics Covered: 
 

TERM YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 

1 

Protect it 
In this teaching unit, students analyse 
ways to produce designed solutions 
through selecting and combining 
characteristics and properties of 
materials, systems, components, tools 
and equipment.  
They apply design thinking as they 
develop a solution to protect a valued 
item from damage. 

Material properties 
In this teaching unit, students 
understand the transfer of heat 
between objects. 
Students participate in activities to 
explore modes of heat transfer and 
are guided to investigate and 
research how different types of 
material affect heat transfer.  

Design thinking 
In this teaching unit, students look 
closely and reflect on the design of 
objects and systems and explore the 
complexity of design. 

2 

Earphone away 
In this teaching unit, students analyse 
ways to produce designed solutions 
through selecting and combining 
characteristics and properties of 
materials, systems, components, tools 
and equipment. 
They apply design thinking as they 
develop a solution to store and protect 
a set of earphones. 

Keeping it cool 
In this teaching unit, students analyse 
ways to produce designed solutions 
through selecting and combining 
characteristics and properties of 
materials, systems, components, tools 
and equipment. 
This engineering challenge invites 
students to design, make and test a 
space craft to stop chocolate from 
melting in a high temperature 
environment.  

Design a solution 
In this teaching unit, students 
investigate and make judgments on 
how the characteristics and properties 
of materials, systems, components, 
tools and equipment can be combined 
to create designed solutions. 
Students apply design thinking as 
they design and produce an item that 
meets a community, national or global 
need or opportunity. 

3 

This unit is repeated in the 
second semester 

A century of plastics 
In this teaching unit, students look at 
the development of plastics over the 
last century. They explore how 
plastics have been engineered into a 
range of everyday and specialist 
products. 
Students are guided to investigate 
and research how selection of plastics 
as a material in products today 
considers the potential for recycling 
and sustainability. 

Invention timeline 
In this teaching unit, students explore 
trademarks, patents and registered 
design. 
They examine significant Australian 
inventions and innovations, the impact 
that these inventions and innovations 
have had on the development of 
Australia and how the inventions and 
innovations developed overtime. 

4 

Play time 
In this teaching unit, students are 
introduced to the design and 
production process of creating a 
familiar object using a 3D printer. 
The unit is divided into three steps: 
introducing 3D printing, developing a 
graphical representation of a 3D 
object using design software and 
printing the object. 
Students are to design and product a 
children’s toy. 

Meeting the technology 
challenge 
In this teaching unit, students 
collaborate to extend their skills, test 
their ingenuity and develop their 
potential for innovation as they create 
and construct a technological device.  

 
  

mailto:Sam.Smith@livingstone.qld.edu.au
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Homework/Study: 
Students will have to do the following for homework/study: 

 Investigating how emerging technologies and products are being fused together to meet the changing needs and 
opportunities of communities. 

 Generating design ideas that consider key characteristics and properties of materials, systems, components, tools and 
equipment to enhance design features. 

 Evaluating ideas, processes and solutions against comprehensive criteria for success. 

 
Assessment: 

Report: 

 Investigating how emerging technologies and products are being fused together to meet the changing needs and 
opportunities of communities. 

Design Folio:  

 critical evaluation of needs or opportunities for one or more of the technologies contexts 

 creation and connection of design ideas and processes 

 effective communication and documentation of projects, including marketing for a range of audiences 
Product: 

 consistent production of high quality designed solutions suitable for the intended purpose by selecting and using 
appropriate technologies skillfully and safely 

 establishment of detailed criteria for success 

 product evaluation (using the detailed criteria for success) 

 application of sequenced production and management plans when producing designed solutions 
 
Subject Requirements: 
Students may continue with this subject as an elective from Year 7 to make informed decisions for studying at a senior 
phase level. 
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Digital Technologies 
FACULTY 

Performing Arts and 
Technology 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr Sam Smith 
Sam.Smith@livingstone.qld.edu.au 

 
Subject Overview: 
Students engage with a variety of Information Communication Technologies (ICT) throughout each topic. They 
develop the knowledge, skills and capacity to select and use ICTs to inquire, develop new understandings, transform 
information and construct new knowledge for a specific purpose or context. Students also learn strategies to 
communicate with others in an ethical, safe and responsible manner. 
 
Topics Covered: 
 

TERM YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 

1 
Introduction to ICT – This unit 
focuses on the components of 
Microsoft Excel 

Introduction to Programming 
I (Python)  – This unit focuses 
on developing an understanding 
of computer language and 
program interfaces  

Networking Systems – 
Students study networking 
systems and how to use 
algorithms and coding to solve 
ICT based problems. 

 2 

Introduction to Coding (Blockly) 
– This unit focuses on developing 
an understanding of computer 
language and program interfaces  

 
3 
 This unit is repeated in the 

second semester  

Introduction to Programming 
2 (Python) – This unit focuses 
on building on the content in 
Introduction to Programming I. 
Students will learn to solve 
more complex problems with 
simple solutions 

Data Management – Managing, 
controlling and securing the 
movement of and access to 
data in networked digital 
systems. 

 4 

 
Homework/Study: 
While this is a practical subject, homework may be provided and may include researching for assignments, completing 
tasks, writing up reports, and practicing skill sets. 
There is an expectation that students commit more time to study prior to assessment tasks being due. 
 
Assessment: 
Students will complete a variety of project-based tasks and assessment items. 
 
Subject Requirements: 
Students may continue with this subject as an elective from Year 7 to make informed decisions for studying at a senior 
phase level. 
 
 

  

mailto:Sam.Smith@livingstone.qld.edu.au
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Drama 
FACULTY 

Performing Arts and 
Technology 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr Sam Smith 
Sam.Smith@livingstone.qld.edu.au 

 
Subject Overview: 
Drama is not just an acting course. The study of Drama develops a broad range of highly valuable life-skills, including 
verbal and non-verbal communication, confidence, empathy and leadership. Students learn team-building, trust and 
cooperation, individual and collaborative problem-solving, discipline and accountability, all in a creative, innovative, 
interactive and safe learning environment. 
 
Topics Covered: 
 

TERM YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 

1 

DSI Drama Scene Investigation – 
Students explore and experience 
the basic building blocks of drama 
and improvisation, including role, 
tension and focus.  

Essential Elements – Students 
explore and experience the 
elements of drama through 
improvisation, devised work and 
scripted text, including roles, 
relationships, characters, 
situation, tension, focus, place 
and space.  

Emotional Rollercoasters – 
Students explore and experience 
the element of mood through the 
form and style of Melodrama, and 
developing collaborative script 
writing skills.  

2 

Partners in Crime – Students 
explore and experience the 
conventions of script writing and 
develop their acting skills through 
presenting published duologues.  

 Side Show Alley – Students 
explore and experience the 
element of symbolism, including 
comparing Realism and Non-
Realism as forms and styles of 
drama.  

3 

Semester unit is repeated 

Dialogues – Students explore 
and experience the element of 
language and hone their 
characterization and vocal skills 
through monologue and scripted 
text.  

Live … On The Main Stage – 
Students explore and experience 
working as an ensemble to 
present a one act play for a public 
audience, whilst learning about 
theatrical roles, stage geography 
and theatrical spaces.  

4 

 Clowning Around – Students 
explore and experience the 
elements of movement and time 
through the forms and styles of 
mime, clowning and circus.  

Show Bags – Students explore 
and experience the form and style 
of Collage Drama, collaboratively 
devising a work of theatre aimed 
at young people.  

 
Homework/Study: 
Students will be required to complete homework which may include journaling, theoretical assignments, learning lines 
for practical tasks, and study for end of semester examinations. Please note that classroom content is 30% theoretical: 
70% practical. Assessment work 50% theoretical: 50% practical. 
 
Assessment: 
The subject of Drama is taught and assessed through three dimensions: 
Making – Forming: the creation of drama, including improvisation, characterization, script writing, directing, 
dramaturgy. 
Making – Presenting: the performance of dramatic works, both student-devised and scripted, exploring a range of 
genres. 
Responding: the analysis of drama through journaling and examinations, responding to scripted and live theatre 
through critical review and extended analytical writing. 
 
Subject Requirements: 
Students may continue with this subject as an elective from Year 8 to make informed decisions for studying at a senior 
phase level. A strong attendance record is advised. Students may be required to rehearse, perform or attend 
excursions outside of College hours. 

  

mailto:Sam.Smith@livingstone.qld.edu.au
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Economics and Business 
FACULTY 

Humanities and Health 
and Physical Education 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr Aaron Sloper 
Aaron.Sloper@livingstone.qld.edu.au  

 
Subject Overview: 
Business, economic and legal activities impact on and present a range of challenges to individuals and members of groups and 
organisations in their roles as active and informed citizens, consumers, workers or entrepreneurs. 
 
By studying this subject, students may gain an understanding of managing finances, making decisions about goods and services, 
and being aware of their legal rights and responsibilities as citizens. 
 
Topics Covered: 
 

TERM YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 

1 

Global Supermarket: 
Consumers and Producers in 
the Market – Students will 
engage in learning about both 
national and global business 
connections to facilitate 
entrepreneurship, particularly 
with regards to identifying 
appropriate consumers and 
producers.  

The Market System and Government 
– Students are given the opportunity to 
further develop their understanding of 
economics and business concepts by 
exploring the ways markets work within 
Australia, the participants in the market 
system and the ways they may 
influence the market’s operation.  

The Australian Economy – This 
unit of work looks at the participants 
in the Australian economy including 
how global events have an impact 
on our economy. Students complete 
a theoretical examination and create 
a report for Australian businesses 
wishing to export to China.  

2 

Making Money: 
Entrepreneurship and Earning 
an Income – Students will look 
at the importance of short- and 
long- term planning to individual 
and business success and 
identify different strategies that 
may be used and the 
characteristics of successful 
businesses.  

Rights and Responsibilities in the 
Workplace – Students will be exposed 
to and consider the rights, 
responsibilities and opportunities that 
arise for businesses, consumers and 
governments.  

The Global Economy – This unit of 
work investigates the concepts of 
Globalisation and importing goods 
from overseas to Australia. Students 
complete an investigative report on 
imports in Australia that includes 
gathering primary data from the port 
of Brisbane and a local shopping 
centre.  
 

3 

Semester unit is repeated 

Business Decisions – Students will 
consider the decisions inherent in 
running a business, using both 
Australian and global case studies as 
examples and models.  

Managing Financial Risk and 
Gaining a Competitive 
Advantage– This unit looks at 
investing money and the risks 
associated with investment. It also 
examines the role that competition 
plays in the modern business 
market 

4 

The Changing Work Environment – 
The changing nature of work and the 
implications for economics and 
business will be examined. Case 
studies as well as real world examples 
of current business practice will be 
used to demonstrate how these 
changes are already taking place, as 
well as the influence of technology and 
flexibility in the business world.  

Participating in a Changing Work 
Environment – This unit will 
explore the changing roles and 
responsibilities of the workplace and 
how it applies to the current 
generation in relation to obtaining 
work. This unit will equip the 
students with the skills to 
successfully apply for roles through 
tasks such as creating a resume, 
responding to a job advertisement 
and creating a cover letter.   

 
Homework/Study: 
Homework is provided on a weekly basis and may include researching for assignments, completing tasks, writing up reports, and 
finding definitions of specific vocabulary. 
There is an expectation that students commit more time to study prior to their exams. 
 
Assessment: 
Students will complete a variety of assessment tasks that range from project-based tasks to exams and essays. 
 
Subject Requirements: 
Students many continue with this subject as an elective from Year 8 to make informed decisions for studying at a senior phase 
level.  

mailto:Aaron.Sloper@livingstone.qld.edu.au
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English 
FACULTY 

English and Creative 
Industries 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Ms Lisa Matthes 
Lisa.Matthes@livingstone.qld.edu.au 

 
Subject Overview: 
The study of English is central to the learning and development of all young Australians. It helps create confident 
communicators, imaginative thinkers and informed through the study of English that individuals learn to analyse, 
understand, communicate with and build relationships with others and with the world around them. The study of 
English helps young people develop the knowledge and skills needed for education, training and the workplace. It 
helps them become ethical, thoughtful, informed and active members of society. 
(Adapted from www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/english) 
 
Topics Covered: 
 

TERM YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 

1 

Stories – This unit will focus on 
Carole Wilkinson’s novel Black 
Snake and the question of whether 
Ned Kelly was a hero or villain.   

My Life – This unit focuses on the 
novel The Ranger’s Apprentice by 
John Flanagan, considering issues 
of personal identity and acceptance. 

Rules of Engagement – This unit 
will focus on the ‘rules’ of war and 
examine instances in history when 
nations / people have not played 
fair.  A close reading of John 
Boyne’s The Boy in the Striped 
Pyjamas will be undertaken. 

2 

Advertising – Consumer Culture: 
are we being bought? Developing 
skills of analysis and evaluation to 
determine which information is 
trustworthy. 

The Peony Lantern  – Students will 
study Frances Watts' The Peony 
Lantern and focus on analytical 
writing in response to a literary text. 

7 Billion People, 7 Billion Stories 
– Students examine a variety of life 
stories of diverse individuals, 
culminating in a feature article of an 
important individual. 

3 

Courage – This unit will focus on a 
study of courage and personal 
identity using Morris Gleitzman’s 
novel Boy Overboard. 

My Journey – Students will 
investigate texts including poetry, 
short stories and visual sources 
from different societies and cultures.  
They will explore themes and  
produce a personal response to the 
ideas and emotions expressed. 

Imagine – engaging with the plot, 
characters and themes of 
Shakespeare’s most famous plays: 
Hamlet and A Midsummer’s Night’s 
Dream – through plot summaries 
and modern translations of the 
Shakespearean text. 

4 

Utopia – a visual text unit in which 
students explore and create 
animated worlds. 

Divergent – Students will be 
introduced to the genre of dystopian 
fiction through discussing and 
analysing society as depicted in this 
text. 

Authority – students will explore 
and examine the interpersonal 
relationships and social dilemmas 
that occur from ethical issues within 
society through John Marsden’s 
novel Tomorrow When the War 
Began. 

 
Homework/Study: 
Homework is provided on a weekly basis and may include assignment tasks, spelling / grammar work and novel 
studies. 
 
Assessment: 
Students will complete a variety of tasks that assess reading comprehension and fluency skills, writing a variety of text 
and using oral presentations to convey meaning. 
 

  

mailto:Lisa.Matthes@livingstone.qld.edu.au
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SEAL English (Year 9 only) 
FACULTY 

English and Creative 
Industries 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Ms Lisa Matthes 
Lisa.Matthes@livingstone.qld.edu.au 

 
Subject Overview: 
Livingstone Christian College offers a Selected Entry Accelerated Learning (SEAL) program beginning in Year 9 
for students who demonstrate an aptitude for the study of English.  SEAL students will study the same themes and 
complete the same number of assessment items as students in mainstream English classes, however their work will 
be extended and they will at times examine different texts or be required to consider different options in assessment 
tasks. 
 
Topics Covered: 
 

TERM YEAR 9 

1 
Authority – students will explore and examine the interpersonal relationships and social dilemmas that occur from 
ethical issues within society through John Marsden’s novel Tomorrow When the War Began.  They will respond to 
this text via persuasive essay and short story genres. 

2 
Celebrity Culture – Students examine a variety of media / visual sources to expose modern celebrity culture.  
Students will also engage with online culture and examine the role social media plays in shaping public opinion. 

3 
Imagine – Students will engage with the plot, characters and themes of Shakespeare’s Hamlet, considering a 
variety of adaptations. 

4 
Rules of Engagement – This unit will focus on the ‘rules’ of war and examine instances in history when nations / 
people have not played fair.  A close reading of John Boyne’s The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas will be undertaken 
and students will create a multimodal tribute to a Holocaust survivor. 

 
Homework/Study: 
Homework is provided on a weekly basis and may include assignment tasks, spelling / grammar work and novel 
studies. 
 
Assessment: 
Students will complete a variety of tasks that assess reading comprehension and fluency skills, writing a variety of text 
and using oral presentations to convey meaning. 
 
Subject Requirements: 
Students are invited by the Head of Department to join the SEAL class. 

  

mailto:Lisa.Matthes@livingstone.qld.edu.au
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Film and Television 
FACULTY 

English and Creative 
Industries 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Ms Lisa Matthes 
Lisa.Matthes@livingstone.qld.edu.au  

 
Subject Overview: 
Film and Television is an engaging and relevant subject that will give students an in-depth insight into a range of 
media industries. Students will gain an understanding of how Media organisations position audiences to believe a 
particular point of view; gain skills in film and television design and production practices; and gain a greater 
understanding of their media saturated world by critically engaging and analysing various texts. 
 
Topics Covered: 
 

TERM YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 

1 

Introduction to Film and TV – 
This introductory unit focuses on 
basic film terminology and will look 
specifically at how the director 
uses the film elements in order to 
position the audience for specific 
purposes. 

Film and TV Genres – In this 
unit, students explore the codes 
and conventions, history and 
uses of the film languages in 
some of the most popular film and 
television genres.  

Film Languages – In this unit, 
students study and analyse the 
film languages and look 
specifically at the way a director 
can use the film languages to 
position audiences for specific 
purposes.   

2 

Animation Basics – In this unit, 
students are introduced to the 
world of animation before having 
the opportunity to produce their 
very own 2D animation using 
Adobe Flash. 

 Short Film – Students will 
critically analyse the basic 
Hollywood narrative structure, 
looking specifically at the three-
act structure and the Hero’s 
Journey. 

3 

Semester unit is repeated 

Advertisements – In this unit, 
students are introduced to the 
media influence theories and 
explore television advertisements. 
Students will learn to critically 
analyse and engage with the 
media, as well as produce a toy 
advertisement of their very own.   

Video Games – In this unit, 
students will explore the industry 
of one of the newest forms of 
media: video games. Students 
will answer the question; are 
video games as legitimate a form 
of media as other forms such as 
film, television and radio?  

4 

Claymation – In this unit, 
students are introduced to the 
world of animation through the 
technique of Claymation or Stop 
Motion animation. 

 
Assessment: 
Students will complete a variety of project-based tasks and assessment items. 
 
Subject Requirements: 
Students may continue with this subject as an elective from Year 7 to make informed decisions for studying at a senior 
phase level. 

  

mailto:Lisa.Matthes@livingstone.qld.edu.au
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Health and Physical Education 
FACULTY 

Humanities and Health and 
Physical Education 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr Aaron Sloper 
Aaron.Sloper@livingstone.qld.edu.au  

 
Subject Overview: 
Participation in physical activity, skill development and relevant theoretical learning experiences provide opportunities 
for students to reflect on factors that affect health and physical performance. The students will integrate theory and 
practical activities as they apply the information learnt in class to enhance their performance on the sporting field. 
 
Topics Covered: 

TERM YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 

1 

Stages of Development: In this 
unit, students focus on the individual 
as they grow from childhood to 
adolescence. They investigate a range 
of physical, emotional, social and 
intellectual changes occurring during 
adolescence and consider how they 
impact on identity. 

Relationships and Sexuality: In 

the unit, students focus on the 
physical, social and emotional 
changes that occur over time and the 
significant role relationships and 
sexuality play in these changes. In 
doing so, students will gain an 
understanding of the factors that 
influence gender and sexual identities. 

Safety: Social Media: In this unit, 
students identify situations where they 
may be at risk and how adolescents 
respond to these situations. They 
evaluate responses and propose and 
practise appropriate responses to 
these situations. 

 

2 

Athletics: In this unit, students 
develop and perform specialised 
running (sprinting), throwing (shot put) 
and jumping skills (long jump). They 
explore the elements of movement 
and use feedback to improve accuracy 
and control. 

Athletics: In this unit, students 
perform specialised running 
(sprinting), throwing (discus) and 
jumping skills (long jump). They 
explore the elements of movement 
and use feedback to improve accuracy 
and control. 

 Athletics: In this unit, students 
develop and perform specialised 
running (sprinting), throwing (javelin) 
and jumping skills (high jump). They 
explore the elements of movement 
and use feedback to improve accuracy 
and control. 

3 

The Draft: 101_AFL: In this 
unit, students learn all of 
the specialised movement skills and 
theory behind the sport of AFL 
Football. This includes the structure of 
the field, to the fundamental skills that 
are required to play the game. 

The Draft: 102_AFL: In this 
unit, students learn all of 
the specialised movement skills and 
theory behind the sport of AFL 
Football. Students will practise 
and apply personal and social skills 
when undertaking a range of roles in 
AFL.  

The Draft: 103_AFL: In this 
unit, students learn all of 
the specialised movement skills and 
theory behind the sport of AFL 
Football. Students will evaluate their 
own and others’ movement 
compositions, and provide and apply 
feedback in order to enhance their 
performance in AFL. 

4 

Health Benefits of Physical 
Activity: In this unit, students will 
investigate, develop and apply a 
personal fitness plan to improve 
fitness and movement skills. They will 
apply elements of space, time, effort 
and relationships to compose and 
perform fitness sessions. The unit also 
focuses on processes common to 
fitness analysis, fitness testing and 
training methods utilised in developing 
physical capacities. 

Biomechanics: In this unit, students 
are introduced to an understanding of 
physical activity from a biomechanical 
perspective and is intended to directly 
compliment and link with the study of 
anatomy from the previous unit, 
further permitting students to analyse 
movement for the purpose of 
improving technique and preventing 
injury. 

Nutrition: In this unit students focus 
on the impact nutrition has on our 
health and wellbeing. 
Recommendations from a variety of 
organisations will be investigated and 
the credibility of the findings critically 
evaluated.  Students will research the 
variety of factors that influence 
behaviours in food selection, the 
eating patterns of individuals and 
families and develop strategies to 
make healthier choices. 

 
Homework/Study: 
Homework is provided on a weekly basis and may include researching for assignments, completing tasks, reinforcing 
key terminologies and concepts taught in class. There is an expectation that students commit more time to study prior 
to their exams. 
 
Assessment: 
Students will complete assessment that covers both practical and theoretical components of the course. This may 
include multimodal presentations, research tasks, short response exams, as well as, mastery of practical components, 
as demonstrated by students in class. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Aaron.Sloper@livingstone.qld.edu.au
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Apply
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Evaluate
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History/Geography 
FACULTY 

Humanities and Health 
and Physical Education 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr Aaron Sloper 
Aaron.Sloper@livingstone.qld.edu.au  

 
Subject Overview: 
History / Geography are subjects where complex interactions between people and their environments are studies. 
Students are able to investigate historical, social, political, economic, environmental and cultural ideas and issues that 
influence the modern world. 
 
Topics Covered: 
Topics range from the concept of the Nationhood of Australia to studying the ancient and modern worlds. They 
investigate local and global connections and explore inequalities between places in human development, economics 
and welfare. 
 

TERM YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 

1 

History Mystery – An overview of 
the ancient and how it is studied, 
presented through an exploration 
of the ancient past and early 
civilisations.  

Medieval Europe and the 
Renaissance – This unit is based 
around students gaining an 
appreciation for the history of the 
Medieval period in Europe and 
surrounding areas and will 
examine the development of 
European culture, religion, art and 
science during the Middle Ages. 

Asia and the World – Students 
will examine how China changed 
and developed from colonialism 
to a nationalist republic between 
1750 until 1918. 

2 

Mysteries of the Nile – Students 
explore the ancient Egyptian 
civilization, its beliefs, relationship 
to the land and the role of 
significant individual in its history.  

Mongol Expansion – Students 
will engage with the history of 
Asia by studying the development 
and influence of the Mongol 
empire under Genghis Khan. 

Movement of Peoples – This 
unit explores the growth of the 
slave trade and the experiences 
of free settlers as they moved 
across the world, especially to 
Australia.  

3 

Ancient China – Students will 
explore the rich heritage and 
influence of ancient Chinese 
culture. This study will include 
investigating Chinese beliefs, 
significant individuals and contacts 
made with other societies.  

Shogunate Japan – This unit is 
based around students gaining an 
appreciation for the history of the 
Medieval period in Japan and the 
rise of the Shogunate system of 
governance.  

World War 1 – Students will 
investigate key aspects of World 
War I and the Australian 
experience of the war, including 
the nature and significance of the 
war in world and Australian 
history. 

4 

Water in the World – This unit 
focuses on introducing 
geographical concepts through the 
examination of water as a 
renewable environmental resource. 
This includes how it is used, 
perceived and valued, the ways it 
connects environments and issues 
surrounding its availability. 

Changing nations – This unit 
investigates the changing human 
geography of countries revealed 
by shifts in population distribution. 
The economic and social change 
and both negative and positive 
effects will be looked at. 
Urbanisation is explored in 
different economies and 
population migration is examined 
in detail. 

Biomes and Food Security – 
This unit investigates areas with 
distinct climates and productivity 
that form the backbone of global 
food production.  Students will 
investigate the effect of human 
alteration of biomes, 
environmental concerns, 
challenges to food production and 
the capacity of our environment to 
sustainably feed the global 
population. 

 
Homework/Study: 
Homework is provided on a weekly basis and may include researching for assignments, completing tasks, writing up 
reports, and finding definitions of specific vocabulary. There is an expectation that students commit more time to study 
prior to their exams. 
 
Assessment: 
Students will complete a variety of assessment tasks that range from project-based tasks and field trips to exams and 
essays. 
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Mathematics 
FACULTY Maths and Science 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr Peter Hosking 
Peter.Hosking@livingstone.qld.edu.au 

 
Subject Overview: 
Learning Mathematics creates opportunities for and enriches the lives of all Australians. Studying Mathematics 
develops the numeracy capabilities that all students need in their personal, work and civic lives, and provides the 
fundamentals on which mathematical specialties and professional applications of mathematics are built. 
(Adapted from www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/mathematics) 

 
Topics Covered: 
 

TERM YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 

1 

Number and Algebra – Laws of 
operation; properties of numbers; 
indices; roots; fractions  

Number and Algebra – The Real 
number system; Indices; Ratios; 
Algebraic expressions.  

Number and Algebra – Simple 
interest; Direct proportion and 
ratios; Index laws and scientific 
notation.  

2 

Number and Algebra – 
Introducing variables; algebraic 
expressions; the Cartesian plane 
and linear equations  

Algebra and Geometry – 
Solving linear equations 
graphically and algebraically; 
Congruency and transformations.  

Measurement and Geometry – 
Area; surface area; volume; 
capacity; triangles-congruency 
and similarity and solving 
problems using triangles.  

3 

Measurement and Geometry – 
Classifying and properties of 
triangles; classifying two-
dimensional shapes and 
calculating area; prisms and 
volume.  

Measurement and Geometry – 
Surface area and volume of 
prisms and other three-
dimensional objects; angles, 
congruent Triangles and 
Quadrilaterals.  

Statistics and Probability – 
Investigating data; comparing 
data sets, understanding 
probability and probability events.  

4 

Statistics and Probability – 
Types and sources of data; 
presenting data; calculating mean, 
median and mode; probability.  

Statistics and Probability and 
Linear Graphs – Sampling Data, 
understanding probability, Venn 
diagrams, line graphs and linear 
relationships.  

Linear and non-linear 
relationships – Finding distance 
and midpoint between 2 points; 
sketch linear graphs; solve linear 
equations and graphing non-
linear relations.  

 
Homework/Study: 
Homework is provided on a weekly basis and may include researching for assignments, completing tasks, writing up 
reports, and finding definitions of specific vocabulary. 
There is an expectation that students commit more time to study prior to their exams. 
 
Assessment: 
Students will complete a variety of assessment tasks that range from essay writing to practical demonstration and 
project-based work. The assessment will also include an exam each term. 
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SEAL Mathematics (Year 9 only) 
FACULTY Maths and Science 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr Peter Hosking 
Peter.Hosking@livingstone.qld.edu.au 

 
Subject Overview: 
Learning Mathematics creates opportunities for and enriches the lives of all Australians. Studying Mathematics 
develops the numeracy capabilities that all students need in their personal, work and civic lives, and provides the 
fundamentals on which mathematical specialties and professional applications of mathematics are built. 
(Adapted from www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/mathematics) 

 
Topics Covered: 
The work for the seal Mathematics class is designed to be similar but different from that presented in other 
Mathematics classes, enabling students to operate at a higher level, minimizing duplication but still covering the 
essentials. The curriculum will be faster paced and non-repetitive. It will gives students the opportunity to work with 
more complex and more abstract course material. Topics of work will cover Number and Algebra, Measurement and 
Geometry, Statistics and Probability and Linear and non-linear relationships. 
 
Homework/Study: 
Homework is provided on a weekly basis and may include researching for assignments, completing tasks, writing up 
reports, and finding definitions of specific vocabulary. 
There is an expectation that students commit more time to study prior to their exams. 
 
Assessment: 
Students will complete a variety of assessment tasks that range from essay writing to practical demonstration and 
project-based work. The assessment will also include an exam each term. 
 
Subject Requirements: 
Students are invited by the Head of Department to join the SEAL class. 
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Media Arts: Media 
FACULTY 

English and Creative 
Industries 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Ms Lisa Matthes 
Lisa.Matthes@livingstone.qld.edu.au  

 
Subject Overview: 
Media involves constructing meaning, considering intended purposes, by modifying media language and technologies. 
Students studying this subject create their own multimedia works, and present and respond to their own and others’ 
pieces, considering intended audiences and intended purposes. 
 
Topics Covered: 
 

TERM YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 

1 

InDesign Magazine – In this unit, 
students have the opportunity to 
design and create their very own 
magazine cover page and two-
page spread article using Adobe 
InDesign. 

If I were a dish – This unit 
explores how Media Arts 
conventions and genres are used 
to create points of view through 
representation and 
communication of social and 
cultural values and beliefs. 

Flash Animation – In this unit, 
students explore the world of 
animation before have the 
opportunity to produce their own 
2D animation using Adobe Flash.    

2 

Camera 101 – In this unit, students 
will develop a theoretical and 
practical understanding for both 
still images (photography) and 
moving images (cinematography). 
This unit will act as a foundation for 
future learning in both Media and 
Film. 

 Photography Website – In this 
unit, students gain a deep 
understanding of the different 
codes and conventions and 
practical skills of some of the 
most popular photography genres 
and styles. Students then 
produce a website to display their 
finest works. 

3 

Semester unit is repeated 

Newspapers – In this unit, 
students explore one of the 
world’s first mass media outlets: 
the newspaper. Students will 
learn how to both write and 
design a newspaper report.   
 

Under construction – This unit 
explores how Media Arts 
conventions and genres are 
manipulated to construct new and 
alternative points of view through 
representation and 
communication of social and 
cultural values and beliefs. 

4 

Music Videos – In this unit, 
students will study and analyse 
the history of the music video 
industry, music genres, and 
explore the codes and 
conventions associated with the 
different types of music video 
clips. 

 

 
Assessment: 
Students will complete a variety of assessment tasks that range from project-based tasks to exams and essays. 
 
Subject Requirements: 
Students may continue with this subject as an elective from Year 8 to make informed decisions for studying at a senior 
phase level. 
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Music 
FACULTY 

Performing Arts and 
Technology 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr Sam Smith 
Sam.Smith@livingstone.qld.edu.au  

 
Subject Overview: 
Music involves singing, playing instruments, listening and composing by modifying the music elements to express 
ideas, considering intended audiences and intended purposes, through sound. 
 
Topics Covered: 
 

TERM YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 

1 

STOMP! – In this unit, students 
compose a rhythmic soundscape 
and perform their own composition 
in a small ensemble using 
homemade instruments. This unit 
is based on the STOMP! Theatrical 
show. 

‘Foundations of Music’ – This 
unit of work is designed to 
introduce essential Music theory 
through practical application of 
concepts taught in class. 
Students are assessed through a 
solo guitar performance and 
musical arrangement created 
using music notation software.   

Media Music - Students explore 
compositional techniques and 
how they are used to compose 
music for Film and TV. For 
assessment students perform a 
piece of media music and analyse 
media music for assessment. 

2 

Keyboard Evolution is a unit of 
work that teaches students the 
fundamentals of how to play the 
keyboard. Students are assessed 
through a practical performance of 
the Coldplay piece ‘Viva la Vida’.  

TrackFormers introduces 
students to the concepts of DJ’ing 
and the basics of being a DJ 
artist. Students are assessed 
through a musical performance 
using DJ gear. 

Composition is a unit of work 
designed to teach students how 
to compose music. For 
assessments students compose a 
piece of music for piano and 
voice using professional notation 
software. 

3 

Semester unit is repeated 

Found Sounds – This unit of 
work explores the concepts of 
found sounds in composition. 
Students record their own found 
sounds and source found sounds 
from existing sources to create 
their own composition.  

Give my regards to Broadway – 
teaches students about the 
Musical Theatre genre. Students 
perform a piece of musical 
theatre as an ensemble and 
complete a theoretical 
examination.  

4 

 Ensemble Performance – 
Students work in small and large 
ensembles on their instrument of 
choice to perform music. 
Students learn set repertoire, 
along with music of the student’s 
own selection to create ensemble 
performances.    

Pop Music – Students learn 
about the key characteristics of 
Pop music and compose their 
own Pop music composition.  
 
 

 
Homework/Study: 
There is a greater expectation that students commit more time to study, practise and rehearse for their assessment 
tasks. 
 
Assessment: 
Students will complete a variety of assessment tasks that range from performance-based tasks to exams and 
compositions. 
 
Subject Requirements: 
Students may continue with this subject as an elective from Year 7 to make informed decisions for studying at a senior 
phase level. Students may be required to rehearse, perform or attend excursions outside of College hours.  
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Science 
FACULTY Maths and Science 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr Peter Hosking 
Peter.Hosking@livingstone.qld.edu.au 

 
Subject Overview: 
Studying Science provides a way of answering interesting and important questions about the biological, physical and 
technological functions of the world. Science is a dynamic, collaborative and creative human endeavor arising from our 
desire to make sense of our world through exploring the unknown, investigating universal mysteries, making 
predictions and solving problems. 
Science provides opportunities for students to develop an understanding of important scientific concepts and 
processes, the practices used to develop scientific knowledge, of science’s contribution to our culture and society, and 
its applications in our lives. 
(Adapted from www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/science) 

 
Topics Covered: 
 

TERM YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 

1 

Mixing and Separating 
(Chemistry) – This unit introduces 
students to the concept of pure 
substances and mixtures. They will 
also conduct multiple chemistry 
experiments.  

States of Matter (Chemistry) – 
This unit explores chemical 
processes, magnification and the 
periodic table, focusing on the 
first 20 elements. 

Walking the Tightrope 
(Biology) – This unit will 
investigate the basic concepts of 
relationships and changes within 
the body and ecosystems. 
Students will also conduct a field 
study into the life cycle of sheep 
and other farm animals on college 
grounds. 

2 

Earth and Space – This unit 
introduces students to the 
concepts of how the relative 
positions of the Sun, Moon and 
Earth are related to seasons, 
eclipses and geological events. 

Solid as a Rock (Geology) – 
This unit provides the student 
with a basic introduction to 
classifying rocks and minerals, 
linking with an investigation into 
the formation of the three rock 
types.  

Energise me (Chemistry) – This 
unit will investigate the basic 
concepts of chemical reactions 
and atomic structures focusing on 
lab experiment techniques. 

3 

Forces in Sport (Physics) – This 
unit will introduce students to the 
concepts of forces in everyday life. 
Students will engineer and design 
a simple machine project.  

Out Of This World (Physics) – 
This unit will explore energy, 
forces and the solar system. 
Students will engineer and design 
a mousetrap car to investigate 
energy transfer. 

How old is the earth? (Geology) 
– This unit explores the theories 
and scientific facts about plate 
tectonics and the implications this 
knowledge has on the accepted 
age of Earth.  

4 

Classifying (Biology) – Students 
will learn how to classify God’s 
creation in terms of biological 
understanding of life as they 
investigate the world they live in. 
The students will have firsthand 
experience handling farm animals. 

How does God make 
organisms biologically function 
(Biology) – Students will 
investigate the structure and 
function of selected cells, organs 
and body systems. This unit will 
also incorporate an introduction to 
agricultural science with farm 
animals at the college. 

The Unseen Connection 
(Physics) – Students will be 
investigating different forms and 
the implications they have on 
everyday life. Students may 
design and engineer a bush oven 
or other appropriate machines.  

 
At appropriate times throughout the year some Agricultural science will also be covered in years 7 to 9. 
 
Homework/Study: 
Homework is provided on a weekly basis and may include researching for assignments, completing tasks, writing up 
reports, and finding definitions of specific vocabulary. 
There is an expectation that students commit more time to study prior to their exams. 
 
Assessment: 
Students will complete a variety of assessment tasks that range from writing scientific reports of practical experiments 
to research-based essays. 
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SEAL Science (Year 9 only) 
FACULTY Maths and Science 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr Peter Hosking 
Peter.Hosking@livingstone.qld.edu.au 

 
Subject Overview: 
Studying Science provides a way of answering interesting and important questions about the biological, physical and 
technological functions of the world. Science is a dynamic, collaborative and creative human endeavor arising from our 
desire to make sense of our world through exploring the unknown, investigating universal mysteries, making 
predictions and solving problems. 
Science provides opportunities for students to develop an understanding of important scientific concepts and 
processes, the practices used to develop scientific knowledge, of science’s contribution to our culture and society, and 
its applications in our lives. 
(Adapted from www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/science) 

 
Topics Covered: 
The work for the seal Science class is designed to be similar but different from that presented in other Science 
classes, enabling students to operate at a higher level, minimizing duplication but still covering the essentials. The 
curriculum will be faster paced and non-repetitive. It will gives students the opportunity to work with more complex and 
more abstract course material. Topics covered will be under the areas of Chemistry, Biology, Physics, Geology and 
Agricultural Science. Students will have the opportunity to conduct their own investigation in a topic of interest with 
teacher guidance. 
 
Homework/Study: 
Homework is provided on a weekly basis and may include researching for assignments, completing tasks, writing up 
reports, and finding definitions of specific vocabulary. 
There is an expectation that students commit more time to study throughout each week. 
 
Assessment: 
Students will complete a variety of assessment tasks that range from writing scientific reports of practical experiments 
to research-based essays and exams. 
 
Subject Requirements: 
Students are invited by the Head of Department to join the SEAL class. 
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Visual Arts 
FACULTY 

English and Creative 
Industries 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Ms Lisa Matthes 
Lisa.Matthes@livingstone.qld.edu.au  

 
Subject Overview: 
Visual Art involves making and responding tasks that are interrelated. Making tasks include the exploration of art 
practices and the communication of ideas and intentions through the visual language. Responding tasks include 
exploring, responding, analysing and interpreting artworks. 
 
Topics Covered: 
 

TERM YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 

 
 

1 
 
 

Elements of Design – This unit is 
designed to give students an 
understanding of the importance of 
the Elements of Design as the 
building blocks of creating and 
understanding Art.  

Speed and Action – This unit 
provides a sequence of learning 
opportunities for students to 
examine the excitement of speed, 
movement and motion as a 
source of art making. They will 
respond to and make artworks 
using a range of media and 
techniques.  

Beach Secrets – This unit 
focuses on the relationship 
between the natural environment 
and humankind. Students will 
make a series of artworks using a 
range of media to develop 
meanings and communicate 
ideas and interests about man, 
the environment and their 
relationship.  

 
2 
 

 
 

3 
 

Semester unit is repeated 

Altered Environments – This 
unit provides a sequence of 
learning opportunities for students 
to examine how symbols can be 
used to communicate and 
develop meaning in artworks. 
They will develop personal 
symbols and codes to represent 
themselves, their personality and 
environment to an audience. 

Shadow Dimensions – This unit 
focuses on the relationship 
between humans and their 
shadows. Students will make a 
series of artworks using a range 
of media by exploring shadows in 
all their shapes, sizes, forms and 
their relationship to themselves.  4 

 
Assessment: 
Students will complete a variety of assessment tasks that range from visual art folios, resolved artworks, to 
responding, exams and essays. 
 
Subject Requirements: 
Students may continue with this subject as an elective from Year 8 to make informed decisions for studying at a senior 
phase level. 
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Year 7 to 9 subject lines 
 
Year 7 

 Line 1 Line 2 

Semester 1 Technology: Design and Technologies: Food 

Specialisations 

 

Technology: Design and Technologies: 

Materials and Technologies Specialisation  

 

Technology: Digital Technologies  

 

The Arts: Drama 

  

The Arts: Media Arts: Media 

 

The Arts: Music 

Humanities and Social Sciences: Economics and 

Business 

 

Languages: Chinese Language and Culture 

 

Technology: Design and Technologies: 

Engineering Principles and Systems 

 

The Arts: Dance 

 

The Arts: Film and Television 

 

The Arts: Visual Arts 

Semester 2 Technology: Design and Technologies: Food 

Specialisations 

 

Technology: Design and Technologies: 

Materials and Technologies Specialisation  

 

Technology: Digital Technologies  

 

The Arts: Drama 

  

The Arts: Media Arts: Media 

 

The Arts: Music 

Humanities and Social Sciences: Economics and 

Business 

 

Languages: Chinese Language and Culture 

 

Technology: Design and Technologies: 

Engineering Principles and Systems 

 

The Arts: Dance 

 

The Arts: Film and Television 

 

The Arts: Visual Arts 

 
Year 8 

Languages: Chinese Language and Culture 
 
Technology: Digital Technologies  
 
Technology: Design and Technologies: Materials and 
Technologies Specialisation  
 
The Arts: Film and Television  
 
The Arts: Music 

 

The Arts: Visual Arts 

 

Humanities and Social Sciences: Economics and 
Business 
 
Technology: Design and Technologies: Engineering 
Principles and Systems 
 
Technology: Design and Technologies: Food 
Specialisations 
 
The Arts: Dance 
 
The Arts: Drama 
 
The Arts: Media Arts: Media 
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Year 9 

Technology: Digital Technologies  
 
Technology: Design and Technologies: Engineering 
Principles and Systems 
 
The Arts: Drama 
 
The Arts: Film and Television  
 
The Arts: Music 

 

The Arts: Visual Arts 

 

Humanities and Social Sciences: Economics and 
Business 
 
Languages: Chinese Language and Culture 
 
Technology: Design and Technologies: Materials and 
Technologies Specialisation  
 
Technology: Design and Technologies: Food 
Specialisations 
 
The Arts: Dance 
 
The Arts: Media Arts: Media 
 

 


