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Important dates
Now - Friday 9 December 
Staff Days

Wednesday 14 December 
Year 12 Certificates Issued

Monday 23 January 2017 
College Office Opens

New Staff Induction

Staff Summer School

Tuesday 24 January -  
Friday 28 January 
Staff Days

Thursday 26 January 
Australia Day Holiday

Monday 30 January 
Term 1 Commences Year 4-7, 11, new students  

Years 8-10 and Year 12 Leaders

Tuesday 31 January 
Term 1 Commences Years 8, 9, 10 and 12

Thursday 16 February 
Commencement Mass

Friday 7 April 
End of Term 1

SYMPATHY
Our deepest sympathy is extended to Jane 
Pamenter and family on the passing of her 
father, Eugene (Gene) Pamenter.  

Our deepest sympathies are also extended to 
Hugh McKenzie (Year 12) and family on the 
passing of his father, James.

Our deepest condolescenes are further 
extended to Kieran (Year 12), Sylas (Year 7), Old 
Boys Thomas, Zane and Jordan and family on 
the passing of their grandmother, Patricia Place. 

Please keep Jane, Hugh, Kieran and Sylas and 
their respective families and friends in your 
thoughts and prayers at this difficult time.  

Dear Marist Family,

It doesn’t feel that a whole school year has passed by. Yet that is what 
will happen this week as we finalise academic reports and farewell the 
boys and staff.

I hope the year at Marist has been a fulfilling one for each boy. How do 
you gauge if it has been that? There are various ways that can be done: 
looking at grades and comments on the reports is one way, as is making 
our own observations of how much growth and maturation there has 
been for our sons over the year. Sometimes the changes are evident by 
seeing behaviours and attitudes we haven’t experienced before. More 
often than not though changes and maturation are not evident. In some ways they sneak up on us.

Whatever has been the experience and journey at Marist through 2016 for each boy, I trust he has learnt 
from both the challenging and from the joyful events that have occurred.

God’s ways are not our ways and it is through the people and events of our lives that we are nurtured 
and formed. Well done boys on your efforts at the College this year. It has been another good year for 
Marist and I thank the boys, staff, parents and carers for the contributions made to help make our boys 
Marist journey a positive one and to ensure the College continues to be able to fulfil its mission of 
creating fine young men.

Happy Christmas and a relaxing holiday to all our families.

 
May St Marcellin continue to watch over our boys and their families.

Yours sincerely

 

Mr Richard Sidorko 
Headmaster

PLEASE NOTE:
The College will be closed from 12 noon on 
Friday 9 December due to a staff event.

Sorry for any inconvenience this may cause.

mailto:news%40mcc.act.edu.au?subject=
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CURRICULUM IN FOCUS

On behalf of the College we extend our best wishes to those teaching staff 
who are leaving the College at the end of this year. We thank them most 
sincerely for their wholehearted contribution to the College. 

All these staff have been tireless in their efforts and committed to doing 
their best for the boys in a quiet, caring and modest manner. I am confident 
present and past families and staff would join with me in expressing our 
appreciation and wish them all the very best for the future: 

Mr Chris Morrissey, Mr Laurie Hicks, Mr Brian Coates, Mr Steve Audsley,  
Mrs Janet Williamson, Mrs Jan Hutchinson, Ms Tehani Wessely,  
Ms Jo Vanderzee, Mr Jason McMinn, Mrs Alexis Klein and  
Mrs Liana Matthews. 

Further tributes and acknowledgments are listed under the ‘Headmaster’s 
editorial’ and ‘Staff Farewells’ within the 2016 edition of the Blue and Blue 
magazine.

I also take this opportunity to congratulate Tara and Steve Blacker on the 
birth of their baby daughter, Charlotte Rose Blacker, born on Saturday 26 
November.

Finally, I take this opportunity to thank all our staff for their unwavering 
support of the College. In a busy and demanding year, their loyalty and 
commitment to the boys and the aims of the College has been extraordinary. 

 
Glenn Slater
Assistant Head of School - Staff

AWARDING OF DEPUTY HEADMASTER’S 
CERTIFICATE

Congratulations to the following boys who have received enough merits to be 
receive a Deputy Headmaster’s Certificate. Mr Greer presented the certificates 
at a morning tea held on 23 November 2016.

Back row: Remy Stroud (Year 7), Riley Jud-Brettingham (Year 7), John Brennan 
(Year 7).  
Front Row: Pierce Brennan (Year 7), Sean Koshy (Year 7), Joseph Carroll (Year 
7), James Bolton (Year 7), Matt Grace (Year 7) and Pierce Brennan (Year 7). 
William Brennan (Year 7 - absent). 

THANK YOU - 2016 YEAR 12 
GRADUATION DINNER

YEAR 11 PARENT VOLUNTEERS – DINNER 
SET UP  
 
On behalf of Richard Sidorko, Headmaster, the 
Year 12 students and families, we would like 
to thank our Year 11 parent volunteers who 
helped me with the Graduation Dinner set-up 
on Wednesday 23 November 2016 at the AIS.

They all arrived with much enthusiasm, 
efficiency and great attention to detail 
for which we are very grateful. We greatly 
appreciate you sharing your time with us and 
to help prepare the room for our guests. It 
was a wonderful team effort and the Marist 
spirit of giving and helping was in great form.

A special shout out to Cathy Donohoe who 
was our Year 11 Parent Coordinator for this 
group and managed all the communications 
leading up to and including on the day with 
her volunteers and helped oversee the various tasks. I am grateful for her 
support and smiles.

We look forward to welcoming our volunteers back in 2017 as parents of 
graduands.

Sandra Marron
Events Officer

STAFFING UPDATE

YEAR 12 GRADUATION MASS  
AND DINNER
 
The Year 12 Graduation Mass was held at St Christopher’s Cathedral on 
Wednesday 23 November in Manuka. The Mass was celebrated by Fr Richard 
Thompson.

This was followed by the Graduation Dinner that was held at the AIS Arena. 

Please click here to view the list of the Year 12 Award recipients. 

Please click here to view more photos from the Mass and Dinner. 

We wish each of the Year 12 students every success in the future. 

mailto:news%40mcc.act.edu.au?subject=
http://www.maristc.act.edu.au/
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http://www.maristc.act.edu.au/uploads/documents/Enews%202016/161207/Year__12_Graduation_Mass_and_Dinner_for_website_2016.pdf
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JUNIOR SCHOOL

FROM THE HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL
Dear Parents and Carers

As we come to the end of the 2016 school year I 
thought I would conclude my Enews articles with 
words of thanks I offered at last week’s Junior 
School Thanksgiving Mass. To all our members 
of our Marist family, I wish you a safe and restful 
Christmas and a happy and successful New Year.

“We talk often at school about learning. 
Sometimes I think you might forget about how 
much we learn from one another. And believe it 
or not – sometimes we learn from you! As Marist 
boys we work hard and look after one another. 
Importantly we forgive one another. Recently I 
have had time to reflect on the vital quality of 
forgiveness that you as young men demonstrate. 
Each of you has a great way of moving on. I think 
you would all say “get over it...” and my observation 
is that you do. People who forgive one another 
have better self-esteem. People who forgive others 
are strong. St Marcellin spoke of a strong mind 
and a gentle heart – these qualities are needed 
for forgiveness. Ghandi said that “…the weak can 
never forgive. Forgiveness is the attribute of the 
strong…” Some studies report that forgiveness is 
actually positive for our health. It has been shown 
that when someone apologises to us and we work 
to be less angry to them our heart rate, blood 
pressure and our immune system are improved. 
It certainly helps our mental well-being to learn 
and practice forgiveness. It makes us better people 
who have stronger relationships – it makes us 
happier. Boys, as I said, we adults can learn from 
you. We can watch and listen to your conversations 
and most of all, we can practice your very good 
way of “getting over it…”

I am pleased and proud of the progress that we 
have made this year in all areas of the curriculum, 

 
in the growth and development of our faith and 
community service, and in sporting and cultural 
arenas. This year has been very successful. I am 
particularly delighted to note the success of our 
2016 production “Under the Southern Skies” 
which demonstrated the enormous effort and 
huge talent of Mrs Fittler who made sure that 
every boy had a part to play over the two shows. 
Every member of our Junior School staff made 
themselves available also over the two nights to 
support Susan, the boys and the show. Thank you 
to them.

I am proud of the progress we have made, 
particularly in the technology area of the 
curriculum. The great work done by Mrs Karen 
Collins and Mrs Monica Simpson in weekly Library 
lessons has seen your boys make great progress 
in problem-solving, coding and robotics. In 
Enrichment and Learning Support (ELS) we have 
focussed on enrichment, hosting an enrichment 
day with other schools and taking out high level 
places in local competitions and events. We 
continue to achieve very well in sporting and 
cultural competitions, no doubt assisted by the 
targeted skill building that takes place in our 
weekly specialist Physical Education lessons with 
Mr Gary Goodman. I am proud of the constant 
strong and positive support we enjoy from our 
parent community. I look forward to the continued 
success of the Junior School as our Marist family 
grows, changes and develops.

Last week I was again privileged to attend the 
Year 12 Graduation Mass and Dinner. I was able to 
witness first-hand examples of the fine young men 
you will one day become. Almost 150 of those 
graduates were Junior School boys taught 

 
by your teachers and myself here today. Our College 
Captain Toby made an outstanding speech. His 
words spoke very beautifully of being thankful for 
the opportunities he had enjoyed. Toby spoke very 
well about his personal challenge of not building 
walls but of the table we share as Marists. Again we 
remember that to be at that table we need to show 
real forgiveness for the times others hurt us and to 
move on. One day boys, some of you will be College 
leaders and I hope to look on proudly as you make 
your speeches and promises to our College family. 
Toby spoke about the future with great hope and he 
reminded us all as I remind you now that he and we 
will always ‘be Marist’.

I’m thankful for the strong and constant efforts 
of the Junior School Coordinating Group, the 
unwavering and positive support of Mr Sidorko and 
the College Executive. I hope that I am for you a 
leader who is both positive and forgiving who works 
with grace and hope for the future.

So today at this Mass I give thanks. I’m thankful for 
all your teachers, Mrs Vercoe, Susana, our Assistants 
and support staff, our specialist and library teachers 
who work so hard to provide you with so many 
opportunities. I’m thankful for your families who 
make many sacrifices to support you boys to be at 
this wonderful school.

So staff, family, friends and boys today we give 
thanks. As grateful and forgiving Marists we 
remember that this year each of us has run a good 
race, has fought a good fight and has kept the faith.

Servo Fidem…”

Kind Regards

Eamonn Moore

Congratulations to Year 6 on completing their primary schooling.  We wish 
you all well with your studies in the Senior School.

JUNIOR SCHOOL THANKSGIVING MASS 
AND MAJOR AWARDS

Please click here to view more photos.

2017 CLASS LISTS 
A reminder that class lists will be emailed to you on Friday 27 January 2017. School commences at 8.40am on Monday 30 January 2017. Please click here to 
view the 2017 Term dates which will also be available on the College website in the next few days. 

mailto:news%40mcc.act.edu.au?subject=
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ADVENT VIRUS
Be on the alert for symptoms of inner Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.

The hearts of a great many have already been exposed to this virus and it 
is possible that people everywhere could come down with it in epidemic 
proportions. This could pose a serious threat to what has, up to now, been a 
fairly stable condition of conflict in the world.

Some signs and symptoms of  The Advent Virus:

• a tendency to think and act spontaneously rather than on fears based on 
past experiences

• an unmistakable ability to enjoy each moment

• a loss of interest in judging other people

• a loss of interest in interpreting the actions of others

• a loss of interest in conflict

 

• a loss of the ability to worry (This is a very 
serious symptom)

• frequent, overwhelming episodes of 
appreciation

• contented feelings of connectedness with others and nature

• frequent attacks of smiling

• an increasing tendency to let things happen rather than make them 
happen

• an increased susceptibility to the love extended by others as well as the 
uncontrollable urge to extend it.

Please send this warning out to all your friends. This virus can and has 
affected many systems. Some systems have been completely cleaned out 
because of it.

FAMILIES AND FAITH FORMATION
Throughout 2016, students from Years 4-9 have been recording reflections 
in their Faith Formation Folio for events such as the Brothers Together Day, 
Champagnat Day and Service Day. The purpose of the Faith Formation Folio 
is to capture the journey of development as our students move through to 
the end of Year 12. Many students have expressed difficulty recalling what 
they had been doing in the area of Faith Formation and the Folio aims to 
tackle this problem. Please click here to read more about the rationale. We 
are in the third year of the project which has received support and praise 
from many parents who were grateful for the opportunity to engage with 
their son in the process of Faith Formation. 2017 will see a continued effort 
to partner with families in Faith Formation as we look for new ways to share 
the faith with our young people.

COMMUNITY CAROLS
The Christmas season was entered into as we celebrated the Community 
Carols on Tuesday night at the undercover Junior School BBQ area. We 
were treated to the sweet sounds of Sing Australia, the Junior School Choir, 
Rachel and Oliver Campbell, Jacob Jones and other Senior students. A large 
amount of donations were made to the Vinnies Christmas Appeal and we 
thank Fr Richard Thompson for offering his blessing, to Santa for joining us 
and the Marshall family for offering Fruggi’s ice-cream.

SUMMER SERVICE
The summer holidays are a great time to spend relaxing with family and 
friends but they also present an opportunity to serve your local community 
in ways that aren’t possible during the school term. Students are encouraged 
to look for ways to involve themselves in some kind of service these holidays, 
whether it be mowing a neighbour’s lawn, visiting an elderly family friend,  

 
wrapping gifts for charity, 
helping at their local Vinnies 
store or helping with tree planting. The opportunities to serve in the local 
community are endless and don’t need to take up many hours. A good place 
to start is: govolunteer.com.au 

mailto:news%40mcc.act.edu.au?subject=
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We are happy to announce that after this year’s College Drama Production of 
“Noises Off” which was held in the Theatrette in May 2016, two of the young 
performers have been nominated for Canberra Area Theatre (CAT) Awards:

   “Noises Off”
 
Featured Actor in a School/ Youth Play
Liam Ellis (Frederick Fellowes)

 
Leading Actress in a School/ Youth Play
Pip Blunn (Dotty/ Mrs Clackett)

We congratulate Liam (Year 11) and Pip on their nominations and wish them 
luck in the Award ceremony which will be held at the Dubbo Civic Theatre in 
February 2017.

 
Carla Weijers
Performing Arts Teacher

COLLEGE DRAMA ACTORS RECEIVE CAT AWARD NOMINATIONS

‘Barbers for Brainstorm’ is on Sunday 11 December from 10.00am - 3.00pm. 
Marist mums Sarah Mamalai and Angela Ryan have teamed up with Stylez 
Barbers in Mawson for a unique and fun fundraiser! Lads and dads can come 
along for a haircut of their choice for a set cost of $30, with 100% of proceeds 
going to Dr Charlie Teo’s Cure Brain Cancer Foundation. The date allows plenty 
of time for styles to grow out before Term 1 2017. Each cut comes with a free 
icy pole, the coffee van will be on site and snacks available for purchase. Please 
call Sarah on 0420 949 990 with any questions. 

HOLIDAY HAIRCUT?  
DO IT FOR A GOOD CAUSE...

2017 COMMENCEMENT DATES

VINNIES CHRISTMAS APPEAL -  
THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone who donated food and gift items to the St Vincent 
de Paul Christmas Appeal. Over 45 baskets of items were handed to Vinnies 
on Tuesday 6 December, and will be distributed to local families within the 
Canberra community. 

CALL FOR ADVERTISING –  
THE MARISTIAN

The Exhibition ‘A History of the World in 100 objects from 
the British Museum’ is on at the National Museum of 
Australia until 29 January 2017. 

History students and their families are particularly 
encouraged to attend. 

Admission fees apply. 

Please click here for more information. 

HISTORY EXHIBITION

This is our last week of trade for the year. Please check this link for our 
extended opening hours for early 2017.

Due to the back-to-school busy period in December and Term 1 next year, the 
Shop will recommence accepting/ processing second-hand uniforms again in 
Term 2, 2017.

* A reminder that no second-hand uniforms will be accepted in    
December 2016 or Term 1, 2017. *

UNIFORM SHOP NEWSSTATIONERY PACKS FOR 2017

Please click here to view the Stationery Pack for Year 7 students in 2017 and 
here to view the Stationery Pack for Year 8 – 12 students in 2017.

These Packs are not compulsory, however they are a service that some 
parents may wish to use. Items can be selected as required.

 

Monday, 30 January, 2017
Day 1

Year 4 - 6
8:40am - 3:05pm

New Students 
Years 8 - 10
8:35am-11 am

Year 7
8:35am-3:10pm

Year 11 
8:35am-1:00pm

Year 12 Leaders
(College Captains and House 

Captains, House Vice 
Captains, House Sports 

Captains and House Service 
Captains)

8:30am-3:10pm

 

 

Tuesday, 31 January, 2017 
Day 2 

All other existing Marist Students commence - Years 8, 9, 10 and 12 

 

Marist College 

Commencement Dates for 2017 
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WEB Basketball Club

Cricket Club
Hockey Club

Rugby Club 

Snowsports Club
Rowing Club  

Marist Canberra  
Football Club

Marist Australian  
Football Club

CRICKET

All the best to the First XI who are competing in the annual Marist Cricket 
Carnival, being held this year in Lismore.  
 
All other teams have one more day’s play this weekend before the long break. 
Enjoy the break and see you when the season resumes at the end of January.

MARIST JUDO CLUB 

29 members of the Marist Judo Club competed in the ACT State Judo 
Championships on Sunday 27 November.

The following Marist students were successful in this tournament:

• Jack O’Mara - 2nd Junior Boys - 38kg

• William Hill - 1st Senior Boys - 50kg

• Matthew O’Mara - 2nd Senior Boys - 55kg

• Ben Smith - 2nd Senior Boys - +55kg

• Connor Smith - 1st Cadet Men - 90kg 1st Senior Men +90kg

The Marist team also won the seven member teams events in: 

• Under 9 Years Boys and Girls

• Junior Boys and Junior Girls

• Senior Boys and Senior Girls, and 

• Senior Men.

TEAM DIVISION OPPOSITION RESULT

Second XI Colts St Edmund’s Blue (T20) Won

Second XI Colts WCMCC Match in progress

U11 Navy Friday Tuggeranong Magpies Won

U11 Blue Friday Marist Sixers Won

U11 Thunder Friday WCMCC Sixers TBA

U11 Sixers Friday Marist Blue Lost

U11 Navy Div 1 Wests Blue Lost

U11 Blue Div 1 WCMCC Hurricanes Won

U11 Royal Div 1 Grammar Sky Won

U11 Sunday WCMCC Stars Lost

U12 Blue Div 1 Ginninderra Won

U12 Navy Div 1 Queanbeyan Blue Lost

U12 Div 2 Tuggeranong TBA

U13 Div 1 WCMCC (T20) Lost

U13 Div 1 Radford (two-day) Match in progress

U13 Blue Div 2 St Edmund’s White Match in progress

U13 Navy Div 2 Norths Red (two-day) Match in progress

U14 Div 1 Grammar Navy (T20) Won

U14 Div 1 Queanbeyan Blue Match in progress

U14 Div 2 Ginninderra Match in progress

U15 Div 1 Radford (T20) Won

U15 Div 1 Grammar Navy Match in progress

U15 Div 2 Ginninderra Match in progress

U18 Div 2 Norths Yellow Match in progress

CONGRATULATIONS TO…

Alen Abraham Year 9 CR9 who showed great 
insight and perseverance to top the ACT in the  
ASX Share Market game. The Talking Money core 
Social Science unit in Year 9 promotes financial 
literacy as well as providing a grounding in the 
Australian political and legal system. Alen’s tip for 
success is: buy low, sell high!

Blake Wilson Year 7 CO3 who was selected to 
participate at the Natonal Titles in the Track and 
Field team in Sydney in November. 

Sam Fisher (2015) who was awarded a Rookie 
contract with the Sydney Swans for 2017. 
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WEB Basketball Club

Cricket Club
Hockey Club

Rugby Club 

Snowsports Club
Rowing Club  

Marist Canberra  
Football Club

Marist Australian  
Football Club

BASKETBALL
Friday 2 December – Sunday 4 December

ACT SCHOOL SPORT AND SOUTH 
WESTON PSSA SPORT REGISTRATION 
PROCEDURES
The ACT School Sport and Under 12 Woden South Weston PSSA have changed 
the process for applying and participating in Sporting Trials.

Anyone interested in trialling for the various regional sports now needs to 
log onto the ACT Sports website and register for the sport that your child 
wishes to trial. It is the responsibility of parents to monitor the website for 
any upcoming sporting events if your child is interested in competing in the 
regional competitions. The website is: www.schoolsportact.asn.au

Please also note: If your child is successful in being selected for an ACT team 
to participate in a national or regional tournament, you need to write a formal 
letter to the College Headmaster or Head of Junior School to seek permission 
for absence from school during this period. Once the College has received 
such a request it can then be formally approved for your son’s participation 
in this activity with ACT Schools Sport. Secondly, we will be also able to 
acknowledge his achievement in Enews.

Paul Mead  
Head of Sport 

INDOOR HOCKEY
TEAM OPPOSITION RESULT

Under 12s Central 3-13 Loss

Under 14s Central 2-6 Loss

Under 16s United 13-1 Win

Under 18s St Patricks 1-3 Loss

TENNIS - THANK YOU
The College would like to thank the Rising Star 
Tennis Academy for their very generous donation 
of tennis racquets and tennis balls to our Health 
and Physical Education Department. 

Rising Star Tennis Academy offer tennis lessons and holiday camps for young 
people in Canberra and can be contacted via their website: risingstartennis.
com.au

 

TEAM DIV OPPOSITION RESULT

U12 Blue Div 2 Bye

U12 Sky Div 4 Marist Navy 7 – 35 Loss

U12 Navy Div 4 Marist Sky 35 – 7 Win

U12 Royal Div 4 WC Woden Dodgers 21 – 15 Win

U12 Steel Div 4 Belconnen Ramblers 9 – 21 Loss

U12 Colbalt Div 4 Canberra City Stallions 37 – 6 Win

U12 Marine Div 5 CGS Blazers 38 – 10 Win

U14 College Div 1 Ginninderra Rats 88 – 22 Win

U14 Royal Div 2 Wests Magpies 46 – 29 Win

U14 Blue Div 2 Belconnen Ramblers Black 58 – 21 Win

U14 Sky Div 3 St Edmund’s College White 22– 35 Loss

U14 Navy Div 3 Bye

U14 Steel Div 4 Tuggeranong Southern Cross 41 – 6 Win

U14 Marine Div 4 Tuggeranong Vikings 22 – 15 Win

U14 Cobalt Div 5 WC Woden Dodgers  6 –32 Loss

U14 Aqua Div 5 Vikings Grey 16 – 15 Win

U14 Sapphire Div 5 St Edmund’s College 15 – 11 Win

U16 College Div 1 Belconnen Ramblers 103 – 32 Win

U16 Blue Div 2 Tuggeranong Vikings 40 – 28 Win

U16 Royal Div 3 Norths Spirit 44 – 16 Win

U16 Sky Div 3 Belconnen Ramblers 34 – 25 Win

U16 Navy Div 3 Norths Storm 23 – 46 Loss

U16 Marine Div 4 Marist Sky 29 – 22 Win

U16 Sky Div 4 Marist Marine 22 – 29 Loss

U16 Steel Div 4 Radford Titans 47 – 9 Win

U16 Aqua Div 5 CGS Wizards 19 – 34 Loss

U16 Cobalt Div 5 Radford Bulls 29 – 13 Win

U16 Sapphire Div 5 WC Woden Dodgers 46 – 7 Win

U19 College Div 1 St Edmund’s College Blue 58 – 68 Loss

U19 Blue Div 2 Marist Navy 52 – 24 Win

U19 Navy Div 2 Marist Blue 24 – 52 Loss

U19 Royal Div 3 Norths 40 – 41 Loss

U19 Steel Div 4 Winnunga Warriors   46 – 40 Win

U19 Marine Div 4 St Edmund’s College 26 - 33 Loss

U19 Teal Div 4 WC Woden Dodgers 32 – 32 Draw

U19 Sky Div 4 Ginninderra River Rats 41 – 21 Win

U19 Cobalt Div 5 Ginninderra Rats 58 – 38 Win

U19 Aqua Div 5 Belconnen Ramblers 37 – 19 Win

U19 Sapphire Div 5 Daramalan College Black 28 – 20 Win
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