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Important dates
Monday 6 February 
Information Evening Year 12 Tertiary

Tuesday 7 February 
Junior School Information Night, 7.00pm

Wednesday 8 February 
Year 7 Induction Day 1

Year 9 Integration Day

Year 11 Study Day Program

Year 12 Study Day

Thursday 9 February 
Year 8-12 New Students Morning Tea

Monday 13 February 
Information Evening Year 12 Non-Tertiary

Tuesday 14 February 
Senior Swimming Carnivals

Thursday 16 February 
QCS Trial Year 12

Commencement Mass, 5.15pm, Marcellin Hall

Senior School All House Picnics and Junior School 
Picnics

Friday 17 February 
Academic Awards Ceremony Years 8-12

Monday 20 February -  
Friday 24 February 
Year 9 Bungarra Challenge

Year 11 Retreats

SYMPATHY
Our deepest sympathy is extended to Ricky 
Hudson-Stephens (Year 10) and family on the 
passing of his grandfather, John Stephens.  

Our deepest sympathies are also extended 
to Anthony Hill and family on the passing of 
Peta Hill, a former teacher at the College, who 
passed away peacefully on 14 January 2017. 

Please keep Ricky, Anthony and their respective 
families and friends in your thoughts and 
prayers at this difficult time.  

Dear Marist Family,

Following from my letter to you last week I want to again welcome 
you all to the 2017 school year. I am especially mindful of the many 
new students and families joining the College for the first time. You are 
warmly welcome and I hope your Marist journey is a fruitful and happy 
one.

We have new staff joining the College this year. Elsewhere in this Enews 
those people are introduced to you. On your behalf I welcome them and 
assure you of the full commitment by the staff to do their best in and 
out of class for your sons, our boys.

This year marks the bicentenary of the founding of the Marist Institute. 
On 2 January 1817 Marcellin Champagnat and his first Brothers began the Marist project in Lavalla, 
France. On the occasion of that anniversary Br Emili Turu, the Superior General of the Marist Brothers, 
reflected on the significance of the occasion by focussing on three themes. He reflected on the words 
gratitude, forgiveness and commitment. During the coming year those words will be focal themes for 
us here at Marist. Firstly in our position as one of the 50 plus Marist schools in Australia. And secondly, 
as three appropriate themes we as a Marist Canberra community can reflect on as we approach our 
50th Jubilee year in 2018. I know we all want that year-long event to be one which celebrates all that is 
good about who we are and the journey taken to arrive at our 50th. I look forward to sharing my own 
thoughts with you on those three words during the year.

The Jubilee Building Project will be a major focus for the College in 2017. Up to now work has been 
going on with planning and preparing, with removal of asbestos and most recently the demolition, 
now complete, of the Monastery. The Brothers’ Chapel remains and will be incorporated into future 
developments. I look forward to sharing more about the project in coming months. It is certainly a most 
exciting work we are undertaking and the benefits for the boys today and into the future will be many.

Finally, I want to share a reflection with you which was the subject of one of the activities staff engaged 
in during last week’s professional learning activities. Our first day saw us reflect on the Marist ethos and 
the Marist story as lived out here. Part of the activity focussed on the concept of community, something 
we emphasise strongly here and I’m glad to say a true strength of Marist. The quote that spoke a lot to 
me was made by Br Emili and it went: “community is a gift for us, but it is also a task.” As this new school 
year begins I encourage each Marist person to work at the task, contribute, participate and support 
Marist for the benefit of our boys and our College. While we gain much by being members of this Marist 
family we need to remain conscious and aware of the parts we each play in building and creating the 
Marist community.

May St Marcellin continue to watch over our boys and their families.

Yours sincerely

 

Mr Richard Sidorko 
Headmaster

COMMENCEMENT MASS
Everyone is invited to attend this year’s 
Commencement Mass which is being held on 
Thursday 16 February at 5.15pm in Marcellin 
Hall. 
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As the new school year commences, we extend a warm welcome to the new 
staff listed above. We also extend our best wishes to staff assuming new 
positions of responsibilities in 2017:

• Tom van de Waterbeemd – Acting Dean of Students

• Tony Sullivan – Acting Haydon House Dean

• Luke Croker – Acting Year 7 and 8 Coordinator

• Denise Hodge – Careers Adviser

Congratulations to: 

Mrs Alexis Klein and her husband Andrew on the birth of James Christopher, 
born on 3 January 2017.  
 

We extend our best wishes to staff who are taking leave in 2017.

Heather Lloyd (Semester 1)  Tara Blacker (Semester 1)

Lorraine Gannon (2017)  Kathleen Garvie (Semester 1)

During the school holidays, the College accepted the resignation of Gabrielle 
Nulley (20 years’ service) and Judanne Young (3 years’ service). As Teacher 
Assistants in our Enrichment and Learning Support Department, Gabrielle 
and Judanne have offered immeasurable support, care and assistance to 
many boys. Their encouragement, experience and gentle guidance has been 
warmly embraced by all members of the College community. As former Marist 
mothers, they have enjoyed a long and fruitful association with the College. 
We wish both Gabrielle and Judanne well in their future endeavours. 

Glenn Slater 
Assistant Head of School - Staffndre Barrass-Borzatti and James Horvat.

NEW STAFF 2017 - TERM ONE

STAFFING UPDATE

Andrew Hackwill – College Counsellor

I am an Old Boy of the College and am proud that I 
could send both my sons to Marist (one of whom is 
now an Old Boy himself ). I have a background in the 
military and music education, and more recently, have 
retrained in clinical psychology. I am passionate about 
boy’s mental health, AFL and musical theatre, and am 
delighted to be here on staff. 

Damian Borgia - RE/Economics (SOSE) teacher

I have been teaching for 16 years and have had many 
different teaching and leadership positions within 
ACT schools, including many years in boy’s education. 
My passion lies in SOSE and RE. I am originally from 
Canberra and am looking forward to contributing 
meaningfully to our College community.

Jon McGrath - Junior School Teacher

I grew up in Southern Sydney. I moved to Canberra 
nine years ago and love its relaxed nature. I’m a keen 
sports fan who loves to go and see a new movie 
whenever possible, and am really looking forward to 
becoming a part of the Marist community.

Ravindra Narayan – Maths Teacher

I am a Mathematics/Science teacher and have been 
working in the ACT system for the last 14 years. I am 
passionate about making real life connections of 
Mathematics and Science in my teaching. I am keen 
to make a worthwhile contribution to the College this 
year.

Liam O’Connell – English Teacher

I am thrilled to be continuing at Marist this semester 
with a composite teaching load of English and 
Performing Arts classes. It was great to welcome many 
of the new Year 7 boys this week and I look forward 
to a great semester of working and challenging the 
students.

Angela Rega – Head of Information Services (Library)

I am a Teacher Librarian with a background in teaching 
languages and ESL. I am originally from Sydney. In 
more adventurous years I taught English in Santiago, 
Chile. I am passionate about creative writing and 
literature. I’m really looking forward to fostering a love 
of reading in our boys, creating an addiction to fiction, 
and having a wonderful year at the College.

Damian Veltri - SOSE Teacher

This is my thirteenth year of teaching. Having taught 
for eight years in Catholic high schools in Melbourne, 
I embarked on an overseas adventure, teaching at 
international schools in Turkey and China. In AFL 
I support the Western Bulldogs, and I am open to 
suggestions as to which is the best rugby team to 
support. 

Michelle Williams – Junior School Teacher

I am looking forward to teaching 4W this year. I 
am originally from Canberra and I returned 2 years 
ago to be closer to family and friends after 14 years 
overseas. During this time I taught kindergarten to 
Year 6 in England, United Arab Emirates and New 
Zealand. One of my career highlights was teaching in 
an all-boys school in Auckland. I enjoy spending time 
running half marathons, hiking and travelling. I also 
recently returned from 2 weeks volunteer work in an 
orphanage in Nepal. 
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JUNIOR SCHOOL

FROM THE HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL
Dear Parents and Carers

Welcome to the 2017 academic year. I think by 
now it’s time to dispense with “Happy new year” as 
February looms already. Welcome to our new and 
returning families and thank you for choosing a 
Marist education for your son.

We have begun the year with a larger Junior 
School having taken on an extra Year Five group.  
Our enrolment is now 410 in 14 classes with wait 
lists for all year levels which is a great testament 
to the job the College and the Junior School does 
for our boys. Testament also to the strong parent 
support we enjoy from all of our families in the 
job of helping our boys become ‘fine young men’. 
Thank you.

A special welcome to our new staff who join (and 
re-join) us in the Junior School. The Junior School 
has had a complete refurbishment over the break 
and I thank teachers and staff for their preparation 
work to be ready to begin school. 

Junior School class teachers and class names are 
listed in the next column:

 

4C Mrs Leesa Callaughan

4G Mr Gerard Galvin/Mr Simon Brown (Fri)

4R Mrs Maree Rolfe/ Mrs Kirsty Bell (Wed)

4W Ms Michelle Williams

5B Mrs Rebecca Buckland

5H Mr Peter Henry

5I Mrs Michele Izzard

5M Mr Jonathon McGrath

5S Ms Michele Skvorc

6A Mr Alan Keogh/ Mr Simon Brown (Thu)

6D Mr Jon Donovan

6K Mrs Katherine Dickson/ Mrs Kirsty Bell 
(Thu and Fri)

6P Mr Pino Pezzella

6T Mrs Suzette Thompson

Library:  Mrs Karen Collins (Mon, Tue, Wed)/  
Mrs Monica Simpson (Thu and Fri)

Japanese:  Mrs Kyla Burch (Burch Sensai)

Performing Arts:  Mrs Susan Fittler

Physical Education:  Mr Gary Goodman

JS Enrichment and Learning Support Teacher:   
Mr Michael Lloyd (Mon, Tue and Wed)

JS Secretary:  Mrs Julie Vercoe

We are also grateful to welcome back a number of 
our ELS Aides who work with the Enrichment and 
Learning Support team to assist teachers and to 
work with your sons in boosting or enriching their 
education here at Marist College.

I look forward to seeing and meeting more of our 
families at some important upcoming occasions 
(more details will be supplied):

• Junior School Information Night: Tuesday 
7 February at 7.00pm sharp in your son’s 
classroom.

• Commencement Mass (all students and 
families): Thursday 16 February at 5.15pm 
followed by family picnics.

• Junior School Swimming Carnival: 
Queanbeyan Swimming Pool - Monday 20 
February.

Education is a partnership best characterised by 
open communication, honest conversations and 
shared goals. Let’s make sure that our year is framed 
by good relationships with your son’s teachers and 
that as students, their progress and opportunities 
will be positive and strong.

The Junior School staff have committed to a year 
of ‘optimism and consistency’ in our teaching and 
relationships and I can see the benefits of those 
things already. Please never hesitate to contact me 
should you have any concerns or issues, and be 
assured of my support for you as your Marist journey 
continues.

I leave you in the hearts of Jesus and Mary.

Eamonn Moore

FIRST DAY PHOTOS SOUTH WODEN PARISH - 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
(FHC) DATES FOR 2017 
The Parent Information Night for FHC will be held 
at 7.00pm at Sacred Heart Church on Wednesday 
22 February. Sessions will take place 7.00pm in 
the Church on the Wednesdays of 8, 15, 22 and 29 
March. 

We will be celebrating the Sacrament of FHC at 
6.00pm on Saturday 1 April and 10.00am on Sunday 
2 April. 

Enrolments open Friday 3 February online at 
www.mhoc.org.au, which includes nominating the 
preferred Mass time for FHC. It will be taken on a 
first come basis, so please have your enrolments 
in ASAP. Please contact the Parish Office on 6286 
1908 or email mhocsacraments@gmail.com for any 
questions regarding the Sacrament.
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CURRICULUM IN FOCUS

Elite Physique Phillip is offering a special Marist College membership for 
students at $10 per week for a full gym membership. Their Corporate 
Membership rate is available to all parents and staff. 

Contact 6281 6999 or visit their website for more information. 

 
Footsteps Launch Assembly
Wednesday 8 February: 8:45am - 9:30am, Senior Gymnasium

Families of Year 9 students are invited to attend this very special assembly to 
launch the Footsteps year. There will also be information provided about the 
upcoming Bungarra Challenge. Please RSVP by clicking here.

Year 9 Bungarra Challenge
Monday 20 February – Friday 24 February

Arrival time for roll call:  6:00am Monday, Senior Gymnasium

Return to Marist:  2:30pm - 3:00pm Friday

More details can be found on the Portal by clicking here.

Year 10 Trek
Please note: The date listed in the Calendar is incorrect.

The correct program dates are: Tuesday 9 May – Thursday 18 May.

Friday 19 May:  Student Free Day for Year 10

More details will be made available in the coming weeks.

MARIST COLLEGE CANBERRA 
FOUNDATION GOLF DAY  

New Date and New Venue

Please be aware there is a new date for this year’s Foundation Golf Day which 
will now be held on Monday 3 April 2017 (only nine weeks away). 

The new venue will be the Royal Canberra Golf Club.

We look forward to welcoming our returning loyal supporters and many new 
interested players, teams and sponsors. Entry fees, sponsorship packages and 
prizes will be published shortly.  

The Foundation Golf Day is open to players of all levels and ability.

In the meantime, please contact Sandra Marron, Events Officer on  
events@mcc.act.edu.au if you have any enquiries.

ELITE PHYSIQUE PHILLIP  
MEMBERSHIP OFFER 

FOOTSTEPS AND OUTDOOR EDUCATION NEWS

CALL FOR ADVERTISING –  
THE MARISTIANA reminder that Blazer orders (including for seniors) need to be finalised by 
the end of this week (Friday 3 February). 

Please click here to view the Uniform Shop’s trading hours for up to and 
including Saturday 4 February. 

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS

CALL FOR ADVERTISING –  
THE MARISTIAN

• Monday - San choy bau

• Tuesday - Tandoori chicken salad with mint, greek yoghurt and 
pappadums

• Wednesday - Gourmet pizza with prosciutto and rocket

• Thursday - Nachos with chilli con carne

• Friday - Chargrilled chicken with sour cream, garlic sauce and chips

 
All $5.50

 
Orders can also be made online. Please click here for more information. 

CANTEEN FEBRUARY SPECIALS

mailto:news%40mcc.act.edu.au?subject=
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http://portal.maristc.act.edu.au/StudentSpace/Pages/Footsteps.aspx
mailto:events%40mcc.act.edu.au?subject=
http://www.maristc.act.edu.au/content/Documents/Our-College/2016_Uniform_Shop_Information_September_2016.pdf
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ARCHDIOCESAN YOUTH RALLY
Everyone is invited to the Archdiocesan Youth Rally on Sunday 26 February 
at St Christopher’s Cathedral. 

It includes a Youth Mass celebrated by the Archbishop at 5.30pm, with 
dinner and music from 6.30pm and a Rally at 7.30pm. 

The event is a great opportunity for secondary students to come together 
to build relationship as the Archdiocese gears up towards the Year of Youth 
and the Sydney Youth Festival on later in the year. 

YEAR 11 RETREATS
Year 11 Retreats will be taking place in Week 4 of Term 1. 

The work of conducting senior Retreats in Marist schools began over 25 
years ago and is one way of assisting young people in the development of 
their spirituality. 

Retreat is an integral part of the Senior Religious program and all students 
are required to attend. 

Information for parents and carers can be found on the Portal and in the 
attached brochure.

SERVICE GROUPS IN 2017
Our three core Service Groups will start again at lunchtime on Thursday 
of Week 2: Marist Justice and Solidarity, Vinnies and Stewardship. They are 
open to students from Year 7-12 and are located in the rooms W22, W21 and 
Quadrangle respectively. 

Bring your lunch and drop in to find out more about how you can get your 
sleeves rolled up to serve our community.

MARIST MINUTE
Please find the latest Marist Minute #10 titled ‘Dance like no one is 
watching’. 

The full set of Marist Minutes are available via this link. 

You are welcome to subscribe to the fortnightly email by contacting 
nathanahearne@mcc.act.edu.au 

VINNIES DOORKNOCK
Contact Mr Moore in Hospitality if you would like to get involved with 
doorknocking for Vinnies. 

It’s a great way to raise money for Vinnies, get fit in the fresh air and make 
a difference in the local community. The Vinnies group meets on Thursday 
in W21 and you can sign up to help doorknock on Sunday 19 February.

mailto:news%40mcc.act.edu.au?subject=
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WEB Basketball Club

Cricket Club
Hockey Club

Rugby Club 

Snowsports Club
Rowing Club  

Marist Canberra  
Football Club

Marist Australian  
Football Club

CRICKET

The season resumed in extremely hot 
conditions with more in prospect. 
Hydration and sun protection are critical. 
The boys all worked hard and performed 
well in trying circumstances.

COLLEGE SPORT – WINTER SEASON 
REGISTRATION REMINDER
Marist Winter Sporting Clubs will have on-line registration processes opening 
during February, so please check the Club websites prior to registration for 
more information. Please use the links on the above headers to access the 
relevant Club website. 

When considering registering there are a couple of points which all students 
need to be aware of: 

1. Students currently representing the College in cricket, basketball 
or rowing: You must continue to honour that training and playing 
commitment even if there may be an overlap with the pre-season 
training of your chosen winter sport. Your first priority is to your summer 
team. In doing this you will not be disadvantaged in your winter sport 
selections.

2. When choosing a winter sport remember that you are expected to attend 
all training sessions and all games during the season. In doing so, you are 
supporting your coach and your team mates.

3. College Sporting teams play in an age-based competition. All boys are 
registered to play in their appropriate age level. The College endeavours 
to ensure that we maximise the participation levels during competition 
which may require the movement of students up an age group. The 
College and the clubs work together to ensure if there is a need for to this 
happen, it is managed appropriately.  

Premier League (Football) Exemption Forms 

Students who are considering playing for a local Premier League Football 
Club need to complete the Exemption form which can be found on the 
Marist Football Club website.

Paul Mead    Simon Rugala

Head of Sport    Assistant Head of Sport

CONGRATULATIONS TO…

Jordie Misic Year 12 CO1 and Joshua 
Myburgh Year 12 MA9 who have 
been selected to play in the U18 
State Cricket tournament in Cowra in 
February. 

TEAM DIVISION OPPOSITION RESULT

Second XI Colts Bye

U11 Navy Friday Queanbeyan Red Lost

U11 Blue Friday WCMCC Sixers TBA

U11 Thunder Friday Marist Sixers Won

U11 Sixers Friday Marist Thunder Lost

U11 Navy Div 1 Wests Maroons Won

U11 Blue Div 1 Bye

U11 Royal Div 1 Grammar Navy Won

U11 Sunday Bye

U12 Blue Div 1 Norths Blue Lost

U12 Navy Div 1 Norths Red Won

U12 Div 2 Eastlake Hawks Lost

U13 Div 1 Norths Blue  (2-day) Match in progress

U13 Blue Div 2 Grammar Sky (T20) Lost

U13 Navy Div 2 WCMCC (T20) Lost

U14 Div 1 Burgmann (T20) Match in progress

U14 Div 2 Queanbeyan White (T20) TBA

U15 Div 1 Radford (2-day) Match in progress

U15 Div 2 St Edmund’s White(T20) Won

U18 Div 2 Queanbeyan Blue TBAACT SCHOOL SPORT AND SOUTH 
WESTON PSSA SPORT REGISTRATION 
PROCEDURES
The ACT School Sport and Under 12 Woden South Weston PSSA have changed 
the process for applying and participating in Sporting Trials.

Anyone interested in trialling for the various regional sports needs to log onto 
the ACT Sports website and register for the sport that your child wishes to 
trial. It is the responsibility of parents to monitor the website for any upcoming 
sporting events if your child is interested in competing in the regional 
competitions. The website is: www.schoolsportact.asn.au

Please also note: If your child is successful in being selected for an ACT team 
to participate in a national or regional tournament, you need to write a 
formal letter to the College Headmaster or Head of Junior School to seek 
permission for absence from school during this period. Once the College 
has received such a request it can then be formally approved for your son’s 
participation in this activity with ACT Schools Sport. Secondly, we will be also 
able to acknowledge his achievement in the College newsletter.

Paul Mead  
Head of Sport 

Hunter Fogarty Year 7 HA5 
who has been selected in 
the U12 ACT Oztag team to 
compete in the NSW State 
Cup in February. 
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We are happy to announce that after this year’s College Drama Production of 
“Noises Off” which was held in the Theatrette in May 2016, two of the young 
performers have been nominated for Canberra Area Theatre (CAT) Awards:

   “Noises Off”
 
Featured Actor in a School/ Youth Play
Liam Ellis (Frederick Fellowes)

 
Leading Actress in a School/ Youth Play
Pip Blunn (Dotty/ Mrs Clackett)

We congratulate Liam (Year 11) and Pip on their nominations and wish them 
luck in the Award ceremony which will be held at the Dubbo Civic Theatre in 
February 2017.

 
Carla Weijers
Performing Arts Teacher

COLLEGE DRAMA ACTORS RECEIVE CAT AWARD NOMINATIONS

‘Barbers for Brainstorm’ is on Sunday 11 December from 10.00am - 3.00pm. 
Marist mums Sarah Mamalai and Angela Ryan have teamed up with Stylez 
Barbers in Mawson for a unique and fun fundraiser! Lads and dads can come 
along for a haircut of their choice for a set cost of $30, with 100% of proceeds 
going to Dr Charlie Teo’s Cure Brain Cancer Foundation. The date allows plenty 
of time for styles to grow out before Term 1 2017. Each cut comes with a free 
icy pole, the coffee van will be on site and snacks available for purchase. Please 
call Sarah on 0420 949 990 with any questions. 

HOLIDAY HAIRCUT?  
DO IT FOR A GOOD CAUSE...

2017 COMMENCEMENT DATES

VINNIES CHRISTMAS APPEAL -  
THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone who donated food and gift items to the St Vincent 
de Paul Christmas Appeal. Over 45 baskets of items were handed to Vinnies 
on Tuesday 6 December, and will be distributed to local families within the 
Canberra community. 

CALL FOR ADVERTISING –  
THE MARISTIAN

The Exhibition ‘A History of the World in 100 objects from 
the British Museum’ is on at the National Museum of 
Australia until 29 January 2017. 

History students and their families are particularly 
encouraged to attend. 

Admission fees apply. 

Please click here for more information. 

HISTORY EXHIBITION

This is our last week of trade for the year. Please check this link for our 
extended opening hours for early 2017.

Due to the back-to-school busy period in December and Term 1 next year, the 
Shop will recommence accepting/ processing second-hand uniforms again in 
Term 2, 2017.

* A reminder that no second-hand uniforms will be accepted in    
December 2016 or Term 1, 2017. *

UNIFORM SHOP NEWSSTATIONERY PACKS FOR 2017

Please click here to view the Stationery Pack for Year 7 students in 2017 and 
here to view the Stationery Pack for Year 8 – 12 students in 2017.

These Packs are not compulsory, however they are a service that some 
parents may wish to use. Items can be selected as required.

 

Monday, 30 January, 2017
Day 1

Year 4 - 6
8:40am - 3:05pm

New Students 
Years 8 - 10
8:35am-11 am

Year 7
8:35am-3:10pm

Year 11 
8:35am-1:00pm

Year 12 Leaders
(College Captains and House 

Captains, House Vice 
Captains, House Sports 

Captains and House Service 
Captains)

8:30am-3:10pm

 

 

Tuesday, 31 January, 2017 
Day 2 

All other existing Marist Students commence - Years 8, 9, 10 and 12 

 

Marist College 

Commencement Dates for 2017 
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