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Important dates
 
Thursday 27 April 
D of E Parent Information Night

Friday 28 April 
Anzac Assembly, Marcellin Hall

Saturday 29 April 
D of E Leadership Day

Monday 1 May -  
Friday 19 May 
Enrolment Period

Monday 1 May 
ACT Swimming Championships 12 years and Under

Tuesday 2 May 
Year 10 Reflection and Service Day

Wednesday 3 May 
Year 9 Integration Day

Year 11 and 12 Study Day

ACT Swimming Championships Under 13 years  
and over

Thursday 4 May 
ASC Athletics

Friday 5 May 
Mothers’ Mass Year 4-12

Cross Country Titles

Sunday 7 May 
College Open Day, 9.00am - 12 noon

Follow Marist College on 

Facebook and Twitter!

Dear Marist Family,

Welcome back for Term 2. I trust the boys enjoyed their first term break 
and that Marist families were able to celebrate Easter in an appropriate 
way. Easter greetings to you all.

During the break our Year 11 group accompanied by Mr Igoe-Taylor 
and Mr English participated in the immersion to Wadeye in the Northern 
Territory. I was pleased to hear the boys enjoyed the experience and 
ably dealt with the challenges they met. Our Senior Basketball team also 
travelled to Brisbane to participate in the Marist Basketball Carnival. The 
team represented us creditably and continued to show the many other 
schools present the spirit and good sportsmanship our school is renowned for. Well done boys and 
thanks to Mr Grant Barclay and Mr Richard Aitchison for coaching and accompanying the team. There 
was a Hockey tour to Melbourne during the break and thank you to Mr Michael Plenty and Mr Eamonn 
Moore for accompanying the boys.

The enrolment period begins with Open Day on Sunday 7 May. Every year Open Day is a wonderful 
success with many visitors coming to the College to get a taste of who we are and what is offered here. 
Not only is Open Day for prospective enrolling families, it is for the families of current boys too. Please 
join us and if you are aware of any families interested in finding out more about our school then bring 
them along. I sometimes hear people say it is too difficult to get into Marist. We always have room for 
good families who want to genuinely contribute to the school as much as they wish to benefit from the 
experience. I hope to see many of you at Open Day in the Junior and Senior schools.

Parent Teacher interviews in the final week of last term attracted large numbers of parents and 
carers. My thanks to the staff who facilitated the many conversations that were had about how boys 
are progressing, or not, in their classes. I emphasise with teachers the importance of such meetings 
as a means of ensuring the College and parents are working together for the boy. It is sometimes very 
easy to fall into an adversarial type situation in which no-one benefits. The more communication that 
happens the better. Parents and teachers meet each other, they put a face to the name, and together 
they discuss how to maximise the learning experience and overall Marist experience of the boys. Thank 
you to those many parents and carers who attended. It is important now for boys to take heed of the 
recommendations/ comments provided and focus on doing well as the Semester One exams approach.

May St Marcellin continue to watch over our boys and their families.

Yours sincerely

 

Mr Richard Sidorko 
Headmaster

SYMPATHY
Our deepest sympathy is extended to Anne 
Taylor and family on the passing of her son, 
Matthew.  

Please keep Anne and her family and friends in 
your thoughts and prayers during this difficult 
time.  

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Peter O’Callaghan (Senior 
School Social Science Teacher/ Indigenous 
Coordinator) and wife Sarah on the birth of 
their baby boy, Liam.

COLLEGE OPEN DAY

SUNDAY 7 MAY

9.00am - 12 noon
Let your friends know so they can tour the College’s facilities and hear from staff  
and students. Click here for more information. 
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Dear Marist families
 
Welcome back to Term 2 at the College.  

Term 2 is always an exciting time of the year at Marist. Students should be 
fully engaged in their studies this term, be busy with assessment and involved 
with winter sport commitments. Additionally, our Year 5, 7 and 9 students will 
undertake NAPLAN testing, our Year 10 students will undertake their ‘Trek’ 
adventure, the College production will take place, our annual ‘Open Day’ will 
be held, and as a community we will celebrate Champagnat Day. To borrow 
a turn of phrase from our Prime Minister, it definitely is an exciting time to be 
alive!

As you would be aware, at Marist we place a significant emphasis on quality 
pastoral care for our boys. Our approach is grounded in the belief that boys 
who are happy, who have a strong sense of belonging, justice, fairness and 
respect with well-established social support networks, are well placed to 
achieve their best academic and well-being outcomes. 

I would like to bring to your attention some initiatives for students from the 
pastoral sphere, which are occurring at Marist:

One Goal One Community:
Last term our College Captains challenged our boys to ‘say no to bullying’. No 
school can claim to be free of bullying or harassment; these are social issues 
and therefore the very nature of schools as communities for young people 
mean that it does exist. It is even more important then, that schools play a 
central role in educating young people about the negative consequences of 
bullying and harassment and that they have strong policies and programs in 
place, which aim to minimise the bullying scourge and make young people 
feel safe and happy.

Our entire Marist culture and spirituality is built upon the antithesis of bullying 
and harassment; our school is about love, respect, community, acceptance and 
inclusivity. To see over 1,000 students make a pledge to ‘say no to bullying’ and 
to make it our goal as a community to stand up against bullying and bullying 
behaviours is a wonderful thing. However, the challenge for our students and 
our school is to ensure that our actions now match our rhetoric in this pursuit 
and this will continue to be our focus at Marist.

 

 
Paul Dillon Drug Summit:
Last term our Year 10, 11 and 12 students participated in a drug summit 
hosted by Paul Dillon, from Drug and Alcohol Research Training Australia. Paul 
is an expert in this area and speaks to young people across Australia about 
the dangers of drugs and alcohol in a way that has won him national and 
international acclaim. 

It is essential that our students are aware of the dangers of drug and alcohol 
use and are familiar with strategies in dealing effectively with scenarios where 
they might be exposed to them during their adolescent journey. Paul’s work 
with our older students supports the work that boys complete in their younger 
secondary years. We believe the Summit provides a great resource for Marist 
boys to make positive, safe and well-informed decisions about both drugs and 
alcohol.

 
Sexting and inappropriate images/ videos on mobile devices:
The issue of young people using mobile devices to produce, send and receive 
inappropriate images and messages is both significant and problematic in 
2017. The moral dimension of such activities is relatively well known; however, 
the legal dimension is a lot less well known and can in fact have significant 
ongoing consequences for young people, who in many cases, without even 
realising, break the law and may be charged.

This term, the College will be undertaking a number of age appropriate 
student workshops and presentation sessions, which aim to give our students 
the most accurate information they need in relation to this issue. We have 
worked closely with ACT Police to ensure that our approach is informed, 
accurate and impactful.  

 
If you would like to discuss any of the above please do not hesitate to contact 
myself or your son’s House Dean at the College.  

I wish all students and families a productive and happy Term 2 at Marist. I 
look forward to seeing as many parents as possible at the College and on the 
sidelines at winter sports throughout the term.

Servo Fidem

 
Ryan Greer
Head of Senior School/ Deputy Headmaster

FROM THE DEPUTY HEADMASTER/ HEAD OF SENIOR SCHOOL

MARIST COLLEGE CANBERRA 
COOKBOOK –  
RECIPES DUE THIS FRIDAY, 28 APRIL!
 
We would love to include your favourite recipes in the Marist College 
Canberra Cookbook, a community initiative to help mark the College’s 50th 
anniversary. The Cookbook will be the collaborated work of our community, 
filled with your favourite recipes, submitted by you.  

The deadline for submitting recipes is this Friday, 28 April. 
 
How can you be involved and have your recipe published? 

Fill in the recipe template included on our website, indicating how the recipe 
became a favourite for your family, and send it via email to recipes@mcc.act.
edu.au or drop it into the Senior School Reception by Friday 28 April. 
We want this to be a book that reflects our Marist community and spirit. Send 
your recipe in today!

Click here for more information on how you can be involved. 
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CURRICULUM IN FOCUS

STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN JAPANESE 
DRUMMING WORKSHOP
On Tuesday 28 March, the Japanese students from Years 7-10 and 12 
participated in a Japanese drumming workshop with Kiyomi Sensei from EZ 
Japanese. The students learnt about the different techniques and discipline 
that is required when playing taiko and applied their newly learnt skills in 
a set of group rotations. For many of the boys, it was their first time using a 
Japanese taiko but judging from the sound, the boys enjoyed this unique 
cultural experience. Congratulations to all the boys on their efforts.    

 
Chad Cooper
Japanese Teacher

Marist College Canberra has been named one of two ACT schools to win 
funding through the competitive Digital Literacy School Grants scheme. 
This educational funding opportunity is an initiative under the ‘Inspiring all 
Australians in Digital Literacy’ and STEM measures of the National Innovation 
and Science Agenda. 

The funding at Marist will be used for student robotic programs in Years 4 
through 10, which will include teacher professional learning and the purchase 
of robots at different levels of complexity to engage boys in digital and design 
technologies.

Dr Colleen Spence 
Assistant Head of School - Learning & Teaching

COLLEGE AWARDED DIGITAL LITERACY 
SCHOOL GRANT

UPCOMING ART IMMERSION  
TO BUNDANON
 
A group of 28 students, accompanied by Jo Evans and Dixon English, will 
attend an Art Immersion from 3 to 5 May. 

Our students will travel to the Bundanon and Riversdale properties in NSW, 
the former home of the famous Australian artist Arthur Boyd and his partner 
Yvonne. 

The Year 11 and 12 Art students will undertake a series of exciting workshops, 
visit Arthur Boyd’s studio, and stay in accommodation overlooking the 
beautiful Shoalhaven River.  
 
It should be an exciting experience for all involved.

Jo Evans
Head of Visual Arts

A Catholic School for Boys in Years 4–12 
maristc.act.edu.au / #BeMarist

Marist College 
Open Day 
Sun 7 May / 9am–12pm

Be the 
best you.

 
Click here for more information about the College’s Open Day, 
including the times for the talks from the Headmaster and 
Head of Junior School. 
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JUNIOR SCHOOL

JUNIOR SCHOOL CO-CURRICULAR CLUBS 
 
The Junior School is proud to have a range of co-curricular clubs that bring together boys 
to play friendly games and join in new activities. These clubs meet during lunchtime each 
week. 

We strongly encourage all boys in Years 4 to 6 to come along, make new friends and share 
in the excitement of these groups.  

Loretta McNaught

Head of Co-Curricular 

FROM THE HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL

Dear Parents and Carers

Welcome back to Term 2. I trust all our families 
enjoyed a special Easter break together and took 
some time to reflect on our individual journey in 
life. I spent the first week of the break travelling 
with Mr Plenty, Mr Kelly and a group of College 
Hockey players from Years 9, 10 and 11. They 
were an outstanding group and represented the 
College and our values very well. It again gave 
me the chance to reflect on the many and varied 
opportunities our sons are able to enjoy at the 
College.

In staffing news, we welcome Miss Stephanie 
Kwong to the Junior School. Stephanie will be 
teaching 4R in Mrs Rolfe’s absence. I know you will 
support Stephanie and the work she does with the 
boys for the first half of the term. Welcome also 
to Ms Holly Crook who joins the ELS staff as an 
Assistant.

Congratulations to Mr Peter Whiting (5S) who 
married Sarah during the holiday break. We wish 
them both every happiness. Best wishes also to 
Mrs Fuller (Library Assistant) who is taking some 
well-earned leave and travelling overseas during 
the first part of the term.

The Enrolment period is beginning and with that 
our Annual Open Day (Sunday 7 May). Thanks to 
the many boys who have offered to be guides on 
the day. Every year I receive so many compliments 
about the fine job the boys do in showing our 
visitors around the College and demonstrating a 
real picture of life here in the Junior School and the 
College.

As a Marist Family, we all have a job to do in 
promoting the many wonderful, exciting and 
enriching opportunities life here at the College 
presents to us. Many of you will be fielding 
questions from those considering enrolment 
for their sons and I ask that we all do our part in 
giving a positive message about the College and 
the Junior School to others. We will be offering 
(limited) places in Years 4, 5 and 6 for 2018 
following our usual processes of interview and 
offer during the latter part of the term.

Thanks for your support with winter uniform. The 
boys all looked very smart in their ties and blazers 
as we began yesterday. I know many families will 
be working on those tie ‘lessons’ with your sons – 
we are always happy to help!

Winter sports seasons get underway in the coming 
weeks and I wish all competitors and families well. 
Whilst sport is not the sole reason for our success 
in building fine young men, it brings a wonderful 
sense of pride to pull on the Marist colours and 
play for your College team.

A reminder to parents that if you are signing 
your son in late or taking him out early please 
email his teacher before 8.30am - otherwise the 
teacher might not see the email in time due to 
commitments. If urgent after 8.30am, please email 
the teacher but also ring the Office to ensure the 
message is passed on.

 
With thanks

Eamonn Moore

ANZAC AND PEACE SERVICE
The Junior School Captains and House Captains attended an 
Anzac and Peace Service in the last week of Term One. 

Chess Robotics Coding Card  
Club

Mini 
Vinnies

Lego Japan 
Club

Teacher Mrs 
Rolfe

Mrs Collins 
and Mrs 
Simpson

Mrs  
Dickson

Mr  
Donovan

Miss 
Williams

Mrs 
Thompson

Mrs  
Burch

Room 4R Art Room 6K 6D 4W 6T Japanese 
Room

Days Tues Wed Terms 2 
and 3 
Wed

Thurs Thurs Terms 2 
and 3 Fri

Wed

Start 
Time

1.00pm 1.00pm 1.00pm 1.00pm 1.00pm 1.00pm 1.00pm
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YEAR 10 REFLECTION AND  
SERVICE DAY
Next Tuesday, 2 May, the Year 10 students and their House Deans will be 
participating in the Year 10 Reflection and Service Day.  
 
Please keep the staff and students in your prayers as they step out into the 
community to serve and reflect on how to value and use the gifts that they 
have been blessed with. Click here to view the information note. 

AWAKEN YOUTH FESTIVAL
This opportunity is open to all Year 12 students and young adults (up to age 
25). Enquiries can be directed to nathanahearne@mcc.act.edu.au.  
Click here to view the information brochure. 

FAITH 
FORMATION 
FACEBOOK 
 
Have you liked Faith 
Formation on Facebook 
yet? 

 
Visit us at www.facebook.
com/maristfaithformation 

WAY OF THE CROSS
The Way of the Cross took place during the school holidays and attracted 
around 500 people to spend time reflecting on the Passion of Jesus. Their 
prayer was to “open their hands to reach out and act in the name of God to 
serve your people, in the shadow of this cross that gathers them together”.

YOUTH GROUP AND FAMILY MASS
Rossen de Ramos (Youth Minister) is about to launch a brand new Youth 
Group in the Mary Help of Christians Parish which is open to young people 
from Year 7 -12. Please contact RossendeRamos@mcc.act.edu.au for further 
information.
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RED NOSES DONATIONS REQUESTED

Blue & Blue Dinner 
Friday 19 May 2017

National Arboretum Canberra

Marist College Canberra Foundation
warmly invites you to the 

Dress: Disco era 
Time: 6.30 pm – 11.30 pm
Tickets: $90 pp or $850 for a table of 10
Booking Link: https://blueandbluedinner2017.eventbrite.com.au
Bookings Close: 5.00pm Friday 28 April 2017

The Blue & Blue Dinner will be raising important funds and awareness for the  
Br Mark May Bursary Fund.

All Marist parents & staff (past & present), friends of Marist and Old Boys are all welcome. 

The evening includes 2 courses, welcome drinks, 2 bottles of wine per table,  
live performance by the Marist Blue Steel Band, Raw Talent DJ, Dessert Auction,  

Moet & Chandon Champagne Raffle, Silent Auction, Best Dressed & Lucky Door prizes.  

Enquiries: Sandra Marron, Events Officer, events@mcc.act.edu.au or 6298 7200

 

COLLEGE’S ANZAC  
COMMEMORATIVE ASSEMBLY 

A reminder the College’s ANZAC 
Commemorative Assembly is being 
held in Marcellin Hall at midday 
tomorrow, Friday 28 April. 

Defence families are invited to 
attend the Assembly and a special 
morning tea which will be served in 
the College’s Pavilion at 11.30am. 

Click here to view the letter of 
invitation.

A couple of items are still required for use in the College’s production, Red 
Noses.

The production requires the loan of:

• A men’s full length coat – preferably black (not a heavy woollen)

• ‘MC Hammer’ style pants.

Donations are also requested for the following items:

• Old dolls or shop mannequins (parts are OK)

• Any lengths of plain black fabric

• A Rubber chicken

• Children’s rakes, shovels etc. 

The items can be delivered to Jo Evans via the Senior School Reception.

STUDENTS ASSIST AT LEGACY CONCERT

All members of the Marist Community are invited to the annual Mothers’ 
Mass with a special invitation extended to our current and past mothers and 
grandmothers. 

When:  Friday 5 May 2017 

Time:  8.30am 

Location:  Senior School Gymnasium

 
Morning tea will be served after Mass.

Please complete the attached survey to notify your attendance and that of 
your son/s by this Friday, 28 April 2017.

MARIST MOTHERS’ MASS

On Sunday 9 April (Easter Sunday), five Year 12 boys showed the Marist spirit 
of service by assisting at the Legacy Anzac Concert at the Convention Centre.

Marist was proudly represented by: Jack Rankin, Harry Williams and James 
Palisi of McMahon House, Xavier Pearson of Hayden House, and Pranesh De 
Silva of Lavalla House.

Legacy staff were very grateful for the boys’ assistance and complimented 
them on their immaculate presentation and polite demeanour. Special 
mention and thanks to Harry Williams (McMahon House Service Captain) for 
initiating and organising this event. 

Leanne Mogford 
McMahon House Dean

There’s only one day left to book for this year’s Blue & Blue Dinner. 
Don’t hesitate. Bookings are nearly at capacity and close this Friday, 
28 April, at 5.00pm. Click here for information. 
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WEB Basketball Club

Cricket Club
Hockey Club

Rugby Club 

Snowsports Club
Rowing Club  

Marist Canberra  
Football Club

Marist Australian  
Football Club

The Marist Swim team competed at the ASC Swimming Championships on 
Tuesday 4 April. All swimmers competed with great spirit and represented the 
College well with Marist coming in second place.

1. Canberra Grammar School - 2,276

2. Marist College - 2,169

3. St Mary MacKillop College - 1,686

Some of the notable results on the day include:

• Lachlan Savage: 1st 100m Freestyle

• Connor McDonald: 1st 50m Backstroke, 100m Freestyle, 100m Backstroke

• David Tabke: 1st 50m Freestyle, Butterfly and 200 IM

• Xander Tuan: 1st 50m Backstroke

• Mitchell Forshaw: 1st 50m Breaststroke

• Xavier Pearson: 1st place 50m Backstroke, and 

• U14 and U15 Relay team: 1st Place.

The entire swimming squad put in a great effort and we wish competitors who 
have advanced to the ACT the best of luck.

Simon Rugala

Assistant Sport/ HAPE

ASC SWIMMING RESULTS 

ACT SCHOOL SPORT AND SOUTH 
WESTON PSSA SPORT REGISTRATION 
PROCEDURES
Anyone interested in trialling for the various regional sports needs to log onto 
the ACT Sports website and register for the sport that your child wishes to 
trial. It is the responsibility of parents to monitor the website for any upcoming 
sporting events if your child is interested in competing in the regional 
competitions. The website is: www.schoolsportact.asn.au

Please also note: If your child is successful in being selected for an ACT team 
to participate in a national or regional tournament, you need to write a 
formal letter to the College Headmaster or Head of Junior School to seek 
permission for absence from school during this period. Once the College 
has received such a request it can then be formally approved for your son’s 
participation in this activity with ACT Schools Sport. Secondly, we will be also 
able to acknowledge his achievement in the College newsletter. 
 
Paul Mead  
Head of Sport 

CONGRATULATIONS TO…

Tomas Briody Year 
7 HA9 who will be 
competing in a Tae 
Kwon Do competition 
in New Zealand in 
May.

Rowan Harrison Year 8 
MC5 who was selected 
to play in the Academy 
Games that were held 
on the Central Coast in 
April.

Cooper Morgan Year 
10 CR7 who has been 
selected to play baseball 
in the Junior Varsity USA 
World Baseball Showcase 
Tour in the USA in  
June-July.

Luke Granatelli Year 
8 CO2 who has been 
selected to compete 
at the BMX National 
Championships, 
currently underway in 
Brisbane. 

Lorenz Daley Year 11 
PA3 who represented 
the ACT at the National 
Boxing Championships 
in Adelaide in April. 

Connor Frew Year 
11 CO7 who has 
been selected in the 
Australian Team for 
the 5,000m Walk for 
the 2017 Oceania Area 
Championships to be 
held in Fiji in June.  

Ahan Patnayak Year 
11 MC4 who has been 
selected to play in 
the Under 18s Hockey 
Nationals, currently 
underway in Hobart. 

Thomas Phelps Year 
12 PA9 who has been 
selected to participate 
in the School Sports 
Baseball Competition in 
April – May. 

Max Papandrea Year 
12 MA8 who played in 
a golf tournament in 
Wollongong in April. 
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