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Marist College Enews
Important dates

Dear Marist Family,

Sunday 11 February –
Sunday 18 February

1968: A Year to Remember

Japan Sister School Visit

Monday 12 February
Information Night Year 12 Tertiary

Tuesday 13 February
Junior School Information Evening, 7.00pm

Wednesday 14 February
Ash Wednesday
Year 7 Induction Day
Year 9 Integration Day
Year 11 Study Program
Year 12 Study Day

Thursday 15 February
Year 8 -12 New Students Morning Tea
QCS Trial Year 12

Friday 16 February
New Parents Welcome Drinks, 5.30pm – 7.00pm

Monday 19 February
Information Night Year 12 Non-Tertiary

Tuesday 20 February
Senior School Swimming Carnival

Wednesday 21 February
House Council

Thursday 22 February
Jubilee Commencement Mass, 5.00pm, Marcellin Hall
Picnics Years 4-12, Oval Number One

Friday 23 February
Academic Awards Ceremony Year 8-12

Monday 26 February
Junior School Swimming Carnival

Monday 26 February –
Friday 2 March
Year 9 Bungarra Challenge
Year 11 Retreats

Wednesday 28 February
Year 12 Study Day
Junior School Class Captains Assembly

1968 was a year to remember. The anti-Vietnam War and civil
rights movements in the United States, the Russian invasion of
Czechoslovakia, famine in Africa and the assassinations of Robert
Kennedy and Martin Luther King all represented a time of seismic social
and political change across the globe. Mattel’s Hot Wheels toy cars
were introduced and Yale University announced it was finally going to
admit female students. Planet of the Apes was the world’s most popular
film and the Beatles, once again, topped the charts with the hit single
Hey Jude. Closer to our shores, Australia’s Prime Minister Harold Holt
drowned near Portsea in Victoria, Nauru declared independence from Australia, and Marist College
Canberra opened its doors to 91 students in Years 4 (57) and 5 (34) for the first time. In its relatively short
history, the College has grown to now educate over 1,600 boys, it employs approximately 180 staff and
has in excess of 10,000 former students! Many of our graduates have made extraordinary contributions
to this country and beyond, but more importantly, all those who have shared time with us have
hopefully cultivated a faith in God and a sense of purpose and meaning by making the gospel values a
reality in their lives.
Our Jubilee celebrations are a time to reflect on the past, look to the future and give thanks to the many
Marist Brothers, staff and students who have contributed in so many ways to the mission, values and
identity of the College. Despite 50 years of extraordinary change, the values and beliefs founded by the
Marist Brothers remain. Our Marist values of family spirit, simplicity, love of work, mindful presence and
in the way of Mary, continue to guide our community.
It is my pleasure to welcome boys, families and staff to our Jubilee year. We particularly welcome those
new to our community to what we trust will be a significant relationship in the years ahead. In so many
ways we begin our journey together. Beginnings always bring new challenges, which can be exciting
and at times daunting. Our Year 11 and 12 students have the challenge of quickly settling back into the
intensity of study while our new boys, primarily in Years 4 and 7, face the hurdles of making new friends
and finding their particular areas of interest and talents. Beginnings are also an ideal time to sort out
priorities, before it is too late. At no other time are boys more ready to establish routines. Whilst having a
good routine may not seem as important in the early years, I believe however, that unless the patterns of
study are instilled when boys are younger it will be very
difficult for them to suddenly become a disciplined
scholar in their final years.
I would like to thank parents for supporting the College
in ensuring the boys returned to school displaying a
high standard of dress and grooming.
As we journey together throughout the year, may we
enjoy collegiality and friendship that are the marks of a
caring community. I wish you and your son(s) a fruitful
and happy year ahead.
May St Marcellin continue to watch over our boys and
their families.
Yours sincerely
Matthew Hutchison
Headmaster

Follow Marist College on
Facebook and Twitter!
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STAFFING UPDATE
NEW STAFF 2018 - TERM ONE
Stephanie Akers-Barnes

Philip Corson

I am currently teaching English, however, I have
previously taught Social Sciences (Legal Studies and
Business). I was a lawyer for a number of years, and
I am excited to be teaching again, but particularly
teaching here at the College. I regularly play taxi
service for three children of my own plus one who
lives with us on a regular basis. Consequently I’m a
regular at the basketball stadium.

I am a Religious Education teacher and have worked
in Catholic schools in Canberra since 2000. In 2017 I
worked on the RE and Faith Formation team at Catholic
Education and enjoyed working across the schools of
our Archdiocese in developing RE and Faith Formation
initiatives. I am really looking forward to the year
ahead at Marist and am excited about being part of
this excellent learning community.

Maggie Haigh

Tevita Halaifonua

I am a Drama and English teacher by trade, though
am currently only teaching Drama at the College.
Originally from the NSW South Coast, I made Canberra
my home two years ago. I look forward to sharing my
experience and interest in Drama with students at the
College.

I am teaching Year 6 in the Junior School this year. My
family and I recently relocated from Sydney having
previously taught at St Augustine’s College for the past
six years. I have a great interest in Catholic Education
and look forward to contributing to the Marist
community.

John Hassett

Therese Ivery

I will be teaching Technology and Applied Studies
and Construction, as well as undertaking the role of
Careers Advisor. I have previously taught at De La Salle
Ashfield, three Catholic high schools in Port Macquarie
and O’Loughlin Catholic College in Darwin. I am a
sports lover including surfing, AFL and mountain
biking.

I am happy to be joining the Learning Support team
in the Junior School. I am originally from Narromine
and attended Red Bend Catholic College which is also
a Marist school. I have previously taught Mathematics
and have worked in the Australian Bureau of Statistics
for many years. For the past two years I have been
working at St Mary Mackillop College in Learning
Support.

Bruce Miller

Megumi Noble

I am excited at the opportunity of joining the
Mathematics Department in 2018. I am passionate
about teaching Mathematics because in my former
career as an Explosive Ordnance Disposal Technician
(US Navy) the practical application of maths kept me
safe from exploding bombs. Originally from the USA,
my hobbies include mountain bike riding, gardening
and working on math proofs. I am looking forward to
this year at Marist working with our boys to help them
grow socially and academically.

I teach Japanese and Social Science. I am originally
from Japan and have been living in Canberra for four
years. I have lived in different parts of the Asia-Pacific
including Fiji, Indonesia, India and the Philippines.
I love camping, being in nature, bush-walking, and
doing yoga and meditation.

Jodi Sluis

Glenn Solomon

I am originally from Canberra and love all sport,
especially netball and AFL. I will be working in the
Medical Room and Attendance Office.

I hail from WA where I have been teaching Science
at Wesley College, Perth for over 30 years. I am a
passionate teacher, longboard surfer, West Coast
Eagles supporter and have played hockey at a high
level. I am looking forward to becoming part of the
Marist family in 2018.
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STAFFING UPDATE CONT...
NEW STAFF 2018 - TERM ONE
Greg Stenning

Dana Sypher

I am a music teacher with an extensive background
in teaching band. Originally from Sydney, I’ve been
teaching in Canberra since 2001. My hobbies include
playing the trumpet and following the Socceroos.

I have joined the College this year as a Business and
English teacher. I have just moved to Canberra from
Mount Isa, in north-west Queensland, where I taught
at Good Shepherd Catholic College for two years. I am
already feeling very welcome at the College!

Elise Vellnagel

Bernard Wojcik

I am a Music teacher and am originally from Canberra.
I am passionate about instrumental music education
and am an active performer in the Canberra
community. I am looking forward to an exciting year at
the College.

I am a Mathematics teacher and was previously
teaching at The Scots School, Albury. I am originally
from Melbourne, and am very excited about the move
to Canberra. I love playing soccer, improvising on my
piano, and I am thrilled to be working at such a fantastic
school.

As the new school year commences, we extend a warm welcome to the new
staff listed above and on the previous page. We also extend our best wishes to
staff assuming new positions of responsibilities in 2018:
•

Luke Croker – Darlinghurst House Dean

•

Sarah Mahar - Year 7 and 8 Coordinator

•

Leesa Callaughan - Acting REC Coordinator Junior School

•

Megan Finnigan - Head of Mathematics Department

•

Ravindra Narayan – Assistant Head of Mathematics

•

Jarrod Schindler - Head of Performing Arts Department

•

Larinda Knight - Head of Information and Library Services

•

David Moore - Acting Coordinator of Hospitality

•

John Hassett – Careers Office

•

Peter Igoe-Taylor - Footsteps Coordinator

We extend our best wishes to the following staff who are taking extended
leave in 2018.
Dr Colleen Spence

Michael Hanna

Margaret Smith

Charini Kumarasinhe

Dene Kermond

Chad Cooper

Heather Lloyd

Beth Smith (Semester 1)

Ravindra Narayan (Term 1)
During the school holidays, Paola Leon, Teacher Assistant within the
Enrichment and Learning Support Department tendered her resignation.
Paola has provided support, care and assistance to a number of boys and their
families throughout the past four years across the Junior and Senior School
campus. We wish Paola every success in her future endeavours.
Glenn Slater

Congratulations to:
Congratulations to Ludivine Le Gal and Finian Kennedy who were married in
Thailand during the holiday period.

Assistant Head of School - Staff

INVITATION TO ATTEND THE COLLEGE’S
50TH JUBILEE COMMENCEMENT MASS
You are warmly invited to attend the College’s 50th Jubilee Commencement
Mass which is being held on Thursday 22 February, 5.00pm, in Marcellin Hall.
The Mass will be celebrated by Archbishop Christopher Prowse and
concelebrated by Father Richard Thompson.
This will be followed by Picnics for all Year 4-12 students and their families on
Oval Number One. More details to follow.
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CURRICULUM IN FOCUS
YEAR 9 FOOTSTEPS NEWS
Welcome to our Footsteps Integration program for 2018. I hope the Year 9
boys enjoy many of our wonderful adventures and activities over this year.
The Medical/ Dietary form and acknowledgement form for Bungarra Camp,
which is being held in Week 4, Monday 26 February – Friday 2 March 2018,
has been emailed to Year 9 parents and students. A copy is also available on
the College Portal. Click here to view.
I would like to emphasise the importance of signing and returning this form
by Friday 16 February 2018 to either your Footsteps teacher, House Dean or
myself.

CO-CURRICULAR

There has been a change of arrangements on the Launch Day, Wednesday 14
February 2018, due to Ash Wednesday services. The Launch will now start at
9.30am in the Senior Gym. Parents/ carers are welcome to attend.
I am looking forward to working with your family this year.
Peter Igoe-Taylor
Footsteps Coordinator 2018

COLLEGE LIFE

MARIST SNOWSPORTS TOUR TO JAPAN
On Saturday 6 January, the Marist Snowsports Club departed Canberra at
the beginning of a heatwave in exchange for the sub-zero temperatures
of Hakuba, Japan... and a welcome exchange it was! The Japanese snow
conditions were impressive to say the least and we all had some of the best
powder days of our lives. At the end of each day, there were plenty of big
smiles and tired bodies. Thankfully a steaming hot onsen and massage chair
were on offer to relieve aching muscles.
Other highlights of the Tour included visits to Matsumoto Castle, a Snow
Monkey Onsen and a Samurai-themed Japanese BBQ dinner. Overall, it was
a fantastic time with good snow and great people. I would like to thank Terry
Weaver and Loretta Gill for their support in the coordination of this trip. We’re
all looking forward to going again!
Jason Duff
Snowsports Coordinator
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JUNIOR SCHOOL
FROM THE HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL
Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome to the 2018 Academic year. A special welcome to those who join us this year in the Junior School and welcome back to boys and families. I am grateful
that all have enjoyed a safe and relaxing summer break and are ready to go for this our Jubilee year.
There is always a great deal of excitement in the air, as things get underway in the Junior School. It is important that we quickly work to establish good routines
and set high expectations for the boys to follow. Consistency helps avoid confusion and will quickly help your son feel like he belongs at the College. Each year at
the first assembly, I have the boys touch the crest on their pockets as symbolic of them becoming Marist boys. I know all were proud and many have waited very
eagerly to begin their Marist journey.
Please be assured of my support and advice wherever and whenever you need it. Your son’s teacher should always be the first point of contact should you have
queries or issues. Mrs Bell is always available for student or transport related matters and myself for anything else.
I am proud to announce our teaching staff this year and know that they will have your full support as we work with your boys to create fine young men of the
future. Our numbers in the Junior School are excellent with a full complement of 420 boys in Years 4, 5 and 6.
Class
4C
4P
4R
4W
4/5G
5H
5I

Teacher’s Name
Leesa Callaughan/ Simon Brown (Tue)
Peter Whiting
Maree Rolfe
Michelle Williams
Gerard Galvin/ Simon Brown (Fri)
Peter Henry
Michele Izzard

Class
5K
5M
6D
6H
6K
6P
6T

Teacher’s Name
Alan Keogh/ Gary Goodman (Thurs)
Jonathon McGrath
Jon Donovan
Tevita Halaifonua
Katherine Dickson/ Kirsty Bell (Thurs and Fri)
Pino Pezzella
Suzette Thompson

ELS

Michael Lloyd (Mon-Thu)

LOTE

Kyla Burch (Japanese)

PA

Susan Fittler (Performing Arts)

Lib

Karen Collins/Monica Simpson (Thurs and Fri)

PE

Gary Goodman (Physical Education)

A number of items were sent home with your sons on Monday including their Student Diary and College Calendar, the list of Action Buses and relevant Bus Bay
at the College. The Student Transportation form needs to be returned to the Junior School Office as soon as possible.
I look forward to seeing you all and remind you to mark Tuesday 13 February for the Information Evening at 7.00pm and New Parents Welcome Drinks on
Friday 16 February at 5.30pm.
To remind yourself on items of importance please refer to my letter which was sent via email to you last week. The Junior School Parent Handbook is also on the
Portal and College website for your reference. Let’s always remember to pray for one another.
Eamonn Moore

FIRST DAY

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION - SACRED HEART
Enrolments for the upcoming Sacramental Program of First Holy Communion
at Sacred Heart Church, Pearce can be made online via their website or the
Qkr App.
The First Holy Communion Program for the next few weeks is as follows:
•

Wednesday 14 February: Parent Information Session, 7.00pm

•

Saturday 17/ Sunday 18 February: Presentation Masses

•

Wednesday 21 February: Session 1, 7.00pm

•

Wednesday 28 February: Session 2, 7.00pm
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SERVICE GROUPS IN 2018

YEAR 11 RETREATS

Our three core Service Groups
will start again at lunchtime on
Thursday of Week 2. Marist
Justice and Solidarity, Vinnies
and Stewardship are open to
students from Year 7-12 and are
located in rooms W22, W21 and
the Quadrangle respectively.
Bring your lunch and drop in to
find out more about how you
can help serve our community.

Year 11 Retreats will be taking
place in Week 4 of Term 1.
The work of conducting senior
Retreats in Marist schools began
over 29 years ago and is one way
of assisting young people in the
development of their spirituality.
We are pleased to be able to offer
our students this experience.
Information for parents and carers
can be found on the Portal and by
clicking here.

LENTEN REFLECTIONS

SHROVE TUESDAY - NEXT WEEK BEFORE
SCHOOL

Starting on Wednesday
21 February, a weekly
reflection will be offered
in the Chapel from 4.30pm
for staff and families. We
look forward to journeying
through Lent together in
preparation for Easter. Please
contact LeesaCallaughan@
mcc.act.edu.au for more
information.

CROSSROADS

VINNIES DOORKNOCK

The Crossroads Lenten program
launches next Friday at lunch in the
Reflection Garden (next to the Chapel)
and is coordinated by our Year 11 Marist
Youth Ministry Team each Friday until
Easter.

Contact Mr Ahearne if you
would like to get involved
with doorknocking for
Vinnies. It’s a great way to
raise money for Vinnies,
get fit in the fresh air and
make a difference in the
local community. Vinnies
meets on Thursday in
W21 and you can sign
up to help doorknock on
Sunday 18 February.
Further details are
outlined here.

The boys will participate in Lenten
trivia, a spiritual fitness assessment,
considered temptations, fasting and
spend some time in prayer.

MEDITATION
From the middle of February (during Lent), an opportunity is being offered
in Canberra to experience something of the practice of Christian Meditation
– a journey in prayer of absolute simplicity. Further details are outlined here.

YOUTH GROUPS AT MARY HELP
OF CHRISTIANS
Youth groups commence this
weekend.
More information can be found
here.
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UPCOMING IMMUNISATIONS

SAVE THE
SAVE
THE DATE
THE MARISTIAN

The following vaccines will be offered to Year 7 students and Year 10 students
during Semester One as part of the ACT School Immunisation program:

Please mark the following Marist College Canberra Foundation dates in your
diary:

•

Year 10 – Meningococcal vaccine – Monday 19 March 2018

•

Year 7 (round 1) – Human Papillomavirus (HPV) Single Dose – Monday 26
March 2018

Click here to view more information on ACT Health’s website.

CANTEEN FEBRUARY – MARCH 2018
SPECIALS
•

Monday - Chickpea Salad with Tomato and Fetta

•

Tuesday - Indian Chicken Salad

•

Wednesday - Tuna Mac ‘n‘ Cheese

•

Thursday - Nachos with Chilli Con Carne

•

Friday - Refried Beans Quesadillas

•

50th Jubilee Year Foundation Golf Day: Monday 9 April 2018 at the
Royal Canberra Golf Club

•

50th Jubilee Year Foundation Blue & Blue Black Tie Dinner: Friday 25 May
2018 at the AIS Arena

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS
All new blazer orders, both senior and
junior, need to be submitted by the
end of Week 1.
Click here to view the Shop’s regular
trading hours, including this Saturday,
10 February 2018.

All $ 5.50.
A reminder that orders can be made online. Please click here for more
information.

Volunteers are needed NOW for every
second Tuesday and Thursday from
3.00pm - 5.30pm.

SCHOOL BUS INFORMATION
A reminder that details of all school and regular bus services are available for
parents and students from Transport Canberra:
•

Click here to view School bus timetables

•

Click here to view Regular bus timetables

Parents and students are urged to check MyWay cards and top up if required.
MyWay cards can be topped up automatically using the handy autoload
service, online, over the phone via the Transport Canberra information line
(13 17 10), or in person with a MyWay recharge agent. Passengers who top up
using Autoload attract a further 5% discount on all fares.
Please be aware new bus fares came into effect on 20 January 2018. Single trip
concessions cash fares cost $2.40 and MyWay fares are now $1.57.
Parents and students can find more information by visiting Transport
Canberra’s website or by calling 13 17 10.

COLLEGE’S 50TH JUBILEE YEAR COOKBOOK – AVAILABLE FOR SALE
The College’s 50th Jubilee Year Cookbook is available to purchase from the
Uniform Shop or Finance Office. The Cookbook contains over 180 recipes
collected from the tables of Marist families, from entrees and salads through
to mains and desserts. A very stylish 50th Jubilee Apron and canvas tote bag
are available along with the beautifully presented Cookbook. All three can be
purchased separately or as a bundle, a unique idea for family and friends.

Profits raised will go to the Br Mark May Bursary Fund to assist financially
disadvantaged students. Click here for more information.

The cost is:
50th Jubilee Year Cookbook:			$50.00
Apron:					$25.00
Canvas bag:				$8.00
To purchase all three items as a bundle:		

$70.00
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WEB

Rugby Club

Basketball Club

Rowing Club

Hockey Club

Marist Canberra
Football Club

Marist Australian
Football Club

Snowsports Club

Cricket Club

COLLEGE SPORT – WINTER SEASON
REGISTRATION REMINDER

CRICKET

Marist Winter Sporting Clubs will have online registration processes
opening during February, so please check the Club websites prior to
registration for more information. Please use the links on the above headers
to access the relevant Club website.
When considering registering, there are a couple of points which all students
need to be aware of:
1.

Students currently representing the College in cricket, basketball
or rowing: You must continue to honour that training and playing
commitment even if there may be an overlap with the pre-season
training of your chosen winter sport. Your first priority is to your summer
team. In doing this you will not be disadvantaged in your winter sport
selections.

2.

When choosing a winter sport remember that you are expected to
attend all training sessions and all games during the season. In doing so,
you are supporting your coach and your team mates.

3.

College sporting teams play in an age-based competition. All boys are
registered to play in their appropriate age level. The College endeavours
to ensure that we maximise the participation levels during competition
which may require the movement of students up an age group. The
College and the clubs work together to ensure if there is a need for this
to happen, it is managed appropriately.

TEAM

DIVISION

First XI
Second XI

Colts

OPPOSITION

RESULT

Grammar

Lost

Norths (T20)

Lost

U10 Sixers

Did not play

U10 Thunder

Did not play

U10 Heat

Did not play

U10 Scorchers

Did not play

U10 Strikers

Did not play

U11

Div 1

Premier League (Football) Exemption Forms

U11 Navy

Friday

Did not play

Students who are considering playing for a local Premier League Football
Club need to complete the Exemption form which is found on the Marist
Football Club website.

U11 Blue

Friday

Did not play

U11 Royal

Friday

U12 Blue

Div 1

Grammar Thunder

Won

Paul Mead 		

Simon Rugala

U12 Navy

Div 1

Western Districts

Lost

Head of Sport 		

Assistant Head of Sport

U12 Blue

Div 2

Tuggeranong Phoenix

Won

U12 Navy

Div 2

Ginninderra Siberians

Lost

U12

Friday

Radford

Won

U13 Blue

Div 1

Western Districts (T20)

TBA

U13 Navy

Div 1

Radford (T20)

Lost

U13

Div 2

Radford (T20)

Lost

U14

Div 1

WCMCC (T20)

Won

U14 Blue

Div 2

Norths Red (T20)

Lost

U14 Navy

Div 2

St Edmund’s White (T20)

Won

U15

Div 1

Daramalan (T20)

Lost

U15

Div 2

Ginninderra (T20)

Lost

U16

Div 2

Radford (T20)

Won

ACT SCHOOL SPORT REGISTRATION
PROCEDURES
Anyone interested in trialling for the various regional sports needs to log
onto the ACT Sports website and register for the sport that your child wishes
to trial. It is the responsibility of parents to monitor the website for any
upcoming sporting events if your child is interested in competing in the
regional competitions. Click here to access the website.
A reminder: If your child is successful in being selected for an ACT team
to participate in a national or regional tournament, you need to write a
formal letter to the College Headmaster or Head of Junior School to seek
permission for absence from school during this period.
Once the College has received such a request for your son’s participation
in an activity with ACT Schools Sport, his absence can then be formally
approved. Secondly, we will be also able to acknowledge his achievement in
the College newsletter.
Paul Mead

ANU

Won

Did not play

The season resumed last weekend after the long summer break. Due the PM’s
XI match, all but one of our Friday teams missed another opportunity to play
cricket. The second half of the season is only a short one with final matches
only a month away.
Congratulations to Nick Honeyman who took 5/2 playing for the U14D2
Marist/Tuggeranong combined team last Sunday.

Head of Sport
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WEB

Rugby Club

Basketball Club

Rowing Club

Hockey Club

Marist Canberra
Football Club

Marist Australian
Football Club

Snowsports Club

Cricket Club

CONGRATULATIONS TO…

STUDENTS WHO ARE GOING TO BE
ABSENT FROM SCHOOL
If your son is going to be absent from school because of sporting
commitments or family reasons you will need to:

Thomas Hemphill Year 6, Robbie Krauss Year 6 and Paddy Shepherd
Year 6 who were selected in the ACT Under 12 Water Polo team that
competed in the National Club Championships which were held in Wagga
in January.

1.

Write to the Headmaster before the absence seeking permission for
the student to be away from school.

2.

Ensure your son liaises with his teachers to catch up on the work he
misses while away.

3.

Note that Exams will not be rescheduled for reasons other than illness
or hospitalisation.

Students who are absent because of illness will need to follow the normal
absentee procedures.

Akshay Joseph Year 7 MA8
who represented the ACT in
the Under 12 Cricket team at
the Nationals which were held
in Barooga, Victoria in January.
Akshay topped the bowling with
15 wickets.

Angus Murray Year 8 LA2
who has been selected to
participate in the Under 14
Oztag team at the State Cup in
February.
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