4 APRIL 2018

Marist College Enews
Important dates

Dear Marist Family,

Thursday 5 April

A culture of indifference

South Weston Primary School Swimming, AIS

Friday 6 April
Dempsey House Day

Monday 9 April
50th Jubilee Foundation Golf Day,
Royal Canberra Golf Club

Monday 9 April –
Wednesday 11 April
Junior School Parent Teacher Interviews

Monday 9 April –
Friday 13 April
Junior School Scholastic Book Fair

Tuesday 10 April
Year 7 – 12 Parent Teacher Interviews
ASC Swimming Carnival

Wednesday 11 April
Year 9 Integration Day
Year 11 and 12 Study Day

Thursday 12 April
Year 7 – 12 Parent Teacher Interviews

Friday 13 April
End of Term Year 4 – 12

Saturday 14 April –
Sunday 29 April

It is with some caution I reflect on the events surrounding the Australian
cricket team controversy in South Africa. We are all disappointed with
the cheating and individuals have faced public outrage and criticism.
People make mistakes, and deserve the opportunity to make amends.
There is much, however, we can learn from such choices made in the
heat of battle.
Culture defines any organisation or team. If you get the culture right
people grow, they learn to show initiative, to question, to challenge,
to lead. Who knows how many of our test cricketers were tacitly aware of plans to tamper with the
ball. What is clear, however, is if those who were aware of such plans, had not remained indifferent, not
remained silent, things would be very different for the reputation of Australian Cricket and the families
involved.
Nobel Peace Prize winner Elie Wiesel observed the opposite of love is not hate, rather indifference.
Sergeant Schultz from the 1970s TV classic comedy Hogan’s Heroes was the master of indifference. Rather
than act, he chose to “see nothing”. At different times in our lives we are all faced with Sergeant Schultz
moments. We can choose to see or not. We can choose to act or not. We can choose to be silent or not.
Journalist Miranda Devine wrote a provocative article some years ago entitled ‘Big Brother is watching
you, but who cares?’ It is about the death of shame. It suggests no one really disapproves of anything
anymore and shamelessness has become a characteristic! It certainly takes courage to speak up. I
imagine it would take a great deal of courage to speak up in the Australian Cricket team’s change room!
I am sure, however, those who were tacitly aware of the ball tampering plans now regret their silence,
regret their tepidity.
‘Facing our future with audacity and hope’ is the theme adopted by many Marist Schools this year.
Audacity is an interesting word and has many interpretations. For me, it says something about being
counter cultural and that means making hard choices. Choices to speak up when others are silent.

Marist Basketball Carnival, Canberra

It is our hope that graduates from Marist College Canberra will be men with the ability to ask questions
where others go silent or passive. We want to produce students for whom the morality of an action is a
major consideration. We want to produce young people for whom virtues like integrity, compassion and
justice are not just good manners, but anchors. We want to ensure the young men entrusted in our care
will not remain indifferent when action is calling.

Wednesday 18 April –
Friday 27 April

Father and Son Breakfast

Japan Study Tour

Sunday 15 April –
Friday 20 April

Senior Rugby Tour, New Zealand

Saturday 14 April –
Sunday 29 April
Wadeye Immersion

Friday 4 May
Bookings close for 50th Jubilee Foundation Blue &
Blue Gala Dinner

Sunday 6 May
College Open Day, 10.00am – 1.00pm

I think it is safe to say the task of fathering sons is more perplexing than it has been in any other
generation. The reality is that boys live in a world often unknown to fathers. It is a global world, a world
where technology exposes boys to the best and worst of human culture. All the research indicates that
the most significant influence on the life of a young person comes from their parents. When parents
become uninvolved, young people will look for guidance from someone or something else.
I enjoyed listening to Neil Smith speak at the Father and Son Breakfast last week. He spoke openly and
honestly about how his faith had provided direction in his role as a parent. Neil spoke of the challenges
he endured, and his commitment to the premise that a son’s best interest is served when parents
assume their role as loving leaders in the home. I think we all know this and the real challenge is how to
communicate love effectively on an emotional level.
May St Marcellin continue to watch over our boys and their families.
Yours sincerely

Follow Marist College on
Facebook and Twitter!

Matthew Hutchison
Headmaster
Submissions: news@mcc.act.edu.au

Enquiries: (02) 6298 7200
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CURRICULUM IN FOCUS
SUBJECT TUTORIALS AND ASSIGNMENT HELP AVAILABLE IN
SEMESTER 1, 2018
Tutoring is available for students in Years 7-12 in a number of subject areas as shown in the table below.
Boys who have questions about their daily work or assessment tasks are also encouraged to talk to their teacher to get assistance.

Year Level

Subject

Day

Time

Venue

Contact

7-12

Maths

Friday

Lunchtime

PT4

Megan Finnigan

7-12

Maths

Tuesday

3.15pm - 4.30pm

WT12

Leeanne Hooper

11-12

Physics

Tuesday

3.30pm - 4.30pm

SD2

Rohit Bhatnagar

11-12

Physics

Wednesdays - Day 3

3.30pm - 4.30pm

E8

Tony Zhang

11-12

Physics

Thursdays - Day 9

3.30pm - 4.30pm

E8

Tony Zhang

11-12

Chemistry

Tuesday

3.15pm - 4.15pm

E12

Kirsty van der Kolk

Assignment Help

Library Hours

In addition to the above tutorial sessions, Assignment Help is offered every
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from after school to 4.30pm in room
WT13. This is the place to come for boys in Years 7-12 who need help with
assignments or homework.

The Library is opened after school each day as follows:

It is targeted for students who may struggle with organisation, getting started
on a piece of work, or editing and finishing up an assignment before handing
it in. The teachers on duty cover a range of subjects and are proactive in
helping the boys to produce their best work.

•

Monday – Thursday: until 5.00pm

•

Friday: until 4.00pm

The Library is also open during the lunch break each day.

Year 13 Tutoring
After graduating from the College last year with outstanding results, a
selection of Old Boys return to the College each afternoon to provide tutoring
on all subjects for boys in Years 11 and 12. These sessions are available from
Monday through to Thursday afternoons in the Library from 3.45pm until
5.45pm.

ANU PHYSICIST VISITS COLLEGE
On Monday 26 March, all Year 12 Physics students had the privilege of being
taught by Professor Joseph Hope. Professor Hope is a senior member of the
Physics Faculty at the Australian National University. During the discussion,
he extended the students through open-ended problems involving Universal
Gravitation; especially enjoyable was his discussion about the science behind
the ‘slingshot’ applicable to spacecrafts. It was a highly engaging lesson which
challenged all students.
On behalf of the College community, I would like to thank Professor Hope for
taking the time to engage with our students. We hope to see him more often
as we delve deeper into the modern physics curriculum.
Rohit Bhatnagar
Head of Science
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CURRICULUM IN FOCUS
COLLEGE RECOGNISED AT STEM AWARDS
On Friday 16 February, a presentation evening was hosted by the Faculty of
Engineering and Information Sciences at the University of Wollongong to
recognise the achievements of students in the STEM subjects across ACT and
NSW. This is the first time the Competition had been opened to students in
Years 9 and 10.

A snapshot of the awards that our
College received is mentioned
below:
•

Winning student – Aniket
Dhawan

After being the winning school in the senior category for the past three years,
our College stood out again this year, winning four awards in the 2017 Year 10
ACT STEM Competition.

•

Runner-up - Andrew Chan

•

Winning school – Marist College
Canberra

Aniket Dhawan and Andrew Chan (pictured right receiving his award from
Headmaster Mr Hutchinson) were recognised for their investigation into the
physics of factors affecting the velocity of objects travelling on an incline.
Congratulations to both boys and to all of their teachers on this wonderful
achievement.

•

Winning teacher – Rohit
Bhatnagar, Head of Science.

HAVE YOU VISITED THE MARIST COLLEGE CAREERS PORTAL YET?
This Portal is a one stop shop for all news related to Careers. Click here to
access. The Portal contains:
•

Student Secure Area – Students use their College login to access resume
writing scaffolds, cover letter assistant, USI creation, Tax File numbers and
a whole lot more.

•

Post School Options – Gives you complete access to universities,
Australian Defence Force, policing, CIT, Youth Allowance and other post
school options.

•

Senior School – Is for those students wanting information about UAC,
Scaling for Year 10 and 12, and Vocational Education and Training.

•

Workplace Learning - Contains all of the information about current
opportunities in the workforce, Work Experience (optional in 2018 for
Year 10), Structured Workplace Learning. For all ASBA related enquiries,
please email Julia Cattanach.

•

Career Targets – This is useful for any boys from Years 9-12. This is an ideal
resource as students can select a subject area of interest and then explore
future careers within.

•

Messages – Students from Years 10-12 and their parents are encouraged
to regularly check this section as it is the main source of communication
from the Careers Office. It contains information of upcoming events,
courses and links. Most messages will provide links to further details
should they be
needed.

John Hassett
Careers Advisor

YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE
In 2018, Year 10 Work Experience Program is an optional experience that
takes place in normal College holiday time. In 2018 the dates are Wednesday
27 June – Wednesday 4 July. To participate in this program, students are
required to:
•

Complete the attached expression of interest form by Friday of Week 10.

•

Source a suitable venue to undertake Work Experience (within the
Canberra – Queanbeyan region). Students that are having difficulty
sourcing a venue may approach the Careers Office, however venues are
limited and there is no guarantee a placement will be granted.

•

Once this has been approved, students will need to attend a meeting to
be held in Week 2 of Term 2.

•

Complete all necessary documentation. The attached 4 Way Agreement –
2018 must be completed by the employer, parent/ guardian and student
and submitted no later than Friday 25 May.

•

Once a student has completed the above paperwork, the Work
Experience will be assessed by the College before final approval can be
granted.

•

Students wishing to undertake a placement on a construction site must
produce a valid White Card and Asbestos Awareness Card.

John Hassett
Careers Advisor
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JUNIOR SCHOOL
FROM THE HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL
Dear Parents and Carers
I trust each of you enjoyed a restful and reflective Easter break and some time with your family. It was a pleasure seeing so many Junior School boys and family
members at Way of the Cross on Friday. I trust you all gained something from the experience and were able to participate in the events coordinated in your own
parish.
By the time you read this Enews, you should have received an email inviting you to book a time to speak with your son’s teacher about his progress so far this
term. Please spend some time prior to the interview discussing with your boy his thoughts about his successes and challenges as well as some ideas for future
learning and social goals. This type of preparation will assist a smooth and productive chat with your son’s teacher. There is a great article in ‘Todays Parent’ (an
online parenting site) which gives tips on “acing your parent teacher interview…” These include:
•

Be on time

•

Come prepared (turn off your phone)

•

Lead with the good stuff (what does your son enjoy about his school/ teachers?)

•

Ask what we can do to help at home (or what is not helping)

•

Don’t ‘bash’ other teachers/ boys

•

Don’t overly compare your son with others

•

Trust the teacher

•

Follow up with your son afterwards (be positive and set goals).

Term 2 has a number of events booked and I ask that you be well prepared for your son to take part and enjoy the many opportunities offered by the College.
Year 6 will attend camp at Narrabeen during Week 12. This is a highlight of the year and I know the boys, and staff, are looking forward to a wonderful
experience and a time of self-discovery and personal challenge.
A number of Canberra Parishes will also be completing preparation for the Sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation, which involve large numbers of our
Year 4 and Year 6 boys. I remind you that it is your role to communicate with your own parish and be sure that your son and family are able to attend the
information meetings and preparation sessions offered by each to prepare the boys for the Sacramental Programs. Religious Education units taught in the Junior
School support the programs run by the parish exactly like other Catholic Primary Schools in the Archdiocese.
Enrolment time also begins during the first weeks of next term. This is a crucial time to actively and positively promote the benefits of choosing Marist College
Canberra for your son’s education. I know that we have many proud and involved families who are keen to talk to others about our great school and I encourage
you to do so.
As a Marist Family, we all have a job to do in promoting the many wonderful, exciting and enriching opportunities life here at the College presents to us. Many
of you will be fielding questions from those considering enrolment for their sons and I ask that we all do our part in giving a positive message about the College
and the Junior School to others. We will be offering places in Years 4, 5 and 6 for 2019 following our usual processes of interview and offer during the latter part
of the term.
Please encourage as many families as you can to attend the Annual Open Day on Sunday 6 May from 10.00am - 1.00pm. There will be many opportunities for
our boys to play their very important role as Open Day guides and classroom helpers on the day which promises to be interactive and interesting, promoting the
excellent programs and facilities offered by the College.
I leave you in the hearts of Jesus and Mary.
Eamonn Moore

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR
Our Scholastic Book Fair arrives next week! The Scholastic Book Fair will be
open from the afternoon of Monday 9 April to the morning of Friday 13
April.

The Fair will open at 8.15am each morning and close at the following times:
Monday

4.00pm

Tuesday

6.00pm

Wednesday

6.00pm

Karen Collins

Thursday

4.00pm

Teacher Librarian

Friday

3.30pm
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JUNIOR SCHOOL
SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION – NORTH WODEN
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated in the Parish of the Transfiguration North Woden on Sunday 17 June at 9.00am and again at 11.00am.
Click here for more information.

YEAR 5 CAMP JINDABYNE 2018
The Snowy Mountain air was cool and crisp as we disembarked from our buses.
We had finally arrived at Jindabyne Sport and Recreation Camp. Although light
rain fell, it did not dampen our spirits and enthusiasm. After a quick bite to eat
and with luggage dropped off at our lodges, it was straight into the activities.
Over the course of three days, we participated in Challenge Ropes, Slider
Trikes, Archery, Rock Climbing, Initiatives, Traditional Indigenous Games and
Circus Skills. In the evenings, we enjoyed Night Games in the Rec Hall and Jindy
Markets in the Dining Hall.
At the end of each full day, we were exhausted! We looked forward to a good
night’s sleep in our bunks, ready for the next day’s activities. We enjoyed time
with our friends and the delectable foods we were offered each meal time.
We arrived home tired but eager to share many stories of our camp adventures
with our families. It was a great camp!
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FATHER AND SON BREAKFAST
Last Tuesday, the College hosted our inaugural Father and Son Breakfast.
Attendees commented that they left with a stronger connection to our
wonderful Marist community and a better sense of what it means to keep
the faith as fathers. Our guest speaker, Neil Smith, shared many thoughts for
us all to ponder.
We are also grateful for the efforts of our Year 11 and 12 Hospitality students
and staff who prepared and served breakfast in the chilly morning. We look
forward to planning and welcoming you to the ‘2019 Son Rise Breakfast’.

WAY OF THE CROSS
The Way of the Cross is a beautiful tradition in the communities of both
the College and Mary Help of Christians Parish. Established by the Brothers
Community, it continues to draw large numbers of Canberrans into the events
of Good Friday.
Thank you to those who make this special occasion possible. More photos are
available online via the Canberra Marists Facebook page – click here to view.
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INVITATION TO MARIST MOTHERS’ MASS

CANTEEN TERM TWO SPECIALS

All members of the Marist Community are invited
to the annual Mothers’ Mass with a special
invitation extended to our current and past
mothers and grandmothers.

•

Monday - Tandoori Chicken pizza

•

Tuesday - Toasted focaccia roll (Choose any combination of the
following: ham, chicken, cheese, tomato, red onion, and avocado)

•

Wednesday - Chicken Katsu with shredded cabbage and rice
(Japanese Schnitzel)

•

Thursday - Bacon cheeseburger wraps

•

Friday - Butter Chicken with rice and naan

When:

Friday 11 May 2018

Time:

8.30am

Location: Senior School Gymnasium

All $5.50.

A light morning tea will be served after Mass.

Freshly made soup available every day for $5.00.

Please complete the attached survey to notify
your attendance and that of your son/s by
Friday 4 May 2018.

A reminder that orders can be made online. Please click here for more
information.

Mother’s Day Classic Fun Run & Walk

Sunday 13 May 2018

Pre-ordered Blazers (Junior and Senior) are now available for
collection.

All welcome. All levels of itness. Walk or Run.
Team Organiser:
Team Name:
Registration Link:
Early Bird Offer:

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS

Sandra Marron, Events Officer, Marist College Canberra
Marist Mothers & Others
http://www.mothersdayclassic.com.au/register/
Ends 17 April 2018

Please click here for the Uniform Shop’s trading hours for the rest of Term 1.
The Shop will be open this Saturday, 7 April, from 9.00am – 12 noon.
Please note: the Shop will also now be open until 7.00pm on both Tuesday
10 April and Thursday 12 April (Week 10) to coincide with the Senior School
Parent Teacher Interviews.

Free giveaway on the day for each Marist Mothers & Others registered entrants
Come and meet us before and after the event at the Marist Meeting Point

FOUNDATION GOLF DAY RAFFLE TICKETS FOR SALE

As part of the 50th Jubilee Foundation Golf Day, there will be a Raffle drawn
on Monday 9 April 2018. Tickets can be purchased even if you are not
participating on the day.
The main purpose of the Golf Day is to raise funds and awareness for the
Br Mark May Bursary Fund which provides support for financially
disadvantaged families wishing to send their son to the College.
First prize options in the Raffle are:

Only four weeks to book your tickets. Don’t delay.
Tickets are selling fast.

•

an all-inclusive New Zealand Golf Tour for four people to the value of
$7,000 or

•

a Flight Centre Woden travel voucher to the value of $7,000, or

•

a Singapore Airlines Flight Voucher, also to the value of $7,000.

Click here to purchase raffle tickets.
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WEB

Rugby Club

Basketball Club

Rowing Club

Hockey Club

Marist Canberra
Football Club

Marist Australian
Football Club

Snowsports Club

Cricket Club

CONGRATULATIONS TO…

STUDENTS WHO ARE GOING TO BE
ABSENT FROM SCHOOL
There will be occasions when prevailing family circumstances may lead to
parents seeking some form of approved leave from school for a nominated
period of time. All such requests are to be made in writing, directly to the
Deputy Headmaster. These requests will be considered on an individual
basis and permission granted based on compassionate and family
circumstances.

Grant Craft Year 11 HA2 and Zac Rauter Year 12
PA6 who have been selected to represent the
ACT in baseball at the National School Sports
Championships to be held in Adelaide in April – May.

Requests for late return and early leave from term, or family holidays
planned during term, will only be approved in extenuating circumstances.
Extending holidays to take advantage of cheaper air fares is not a valid
reason for a leave request.
If your son is going to be absent from school because of sporting
commitments or family reasons you will need to:
1.

Write to the Deputy Headmaster before the absence seeking
permission for the student to be away from school.

2.

Ensure your son liaises with his teachers to catch up on the work he
misses while away.

3.

Note that Exams will not be rescheduled for reasons other than illness
or hospitalisation.

Students who are absent because of illness will need to follow the normal
absentee procedures.
Caleb Garven Year
8 CR8 who has been
selected in the ACT
Baseball Junior League
team to attend the
Australian Junior
League Championships
to be held in Adelaide
in May.

Owen Nihill Year 6
who was selected to
represent the ACT
at the finals of the
Speedo Sprints in
Sydney.

				Thank you, Matthew Hutchison
						Headmaster

ACT SCHOOL SPORT REGISTRATION
PROCEDURES
Anyone interested in trialling for the various regional sports needs to log onto
the ACT Sports website and register for the sport that your child wishes to
trial. It is the responsibility of parents to monitor the website for any upcoming
sporting events if your child is interested in competing in the regional
competitions. Click here to access the website.

Mitchell Reedy Year
11 CR4 who has been
selected to represent
the ACT in both team
gym and trampolining
at the Australian
National Club
Championships to be
held on the Gold Coast
in September.

Liam Wood Year 8
MC3 who was selected
to represent the ACT
in the Under 14s Water
Polo team which
participated at the
Australian Nationals in
March.

A reminder: If your child is successful in being selected for an ACT team
to participate in a national or regional tournament, you need to write a
formal letter to the Deputy Headmaster or Head of Junior School to seek
permission for absence from school during this period.
Once the College has received such a request for your son’s participation in an
activity with ACT Schools Sport, his absence can then be formally approved.
Secondly, we will be also able to acknowledge his achievement in the College
newsletter.
Paul Mead
Head of Sport
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