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Marist College Enews
Important dates

Dear Marist Family,

Now until Thursday 31 May

Give Thanks

Reconciliation Week

Thursday 31 May –
Saturday 2 June
The Addams Family, College production, 7.00pm,
Senior School Hall

Friday 1 June
Chisholm House Day
ASC Cross Country

Monday 4 June
South Weston Primary Cross Country
Year 11 2019 Information Evening

Tuesday 5 June

The 50th Jubilee Foundation Blue and Blue Dinner was a night to
remember. Nearly 600 guests, dressed in beautiful gowns and smart
dinner suits, gathered to celebrate 50 years of Marist education in
Canberra. It was a celebration of the past, but it was also a time to look
forward, to a strong and bright future. Each of the guests brought
different stories to share, as past students, past and current parents, and
past and current staff members. There were many great memories to
treasure, great friendships to value. We hope our Marist values of family
spirit, simplicity, love of work, mindful presence and in the ways of Mary
continue to remain the cornerstone for our community.
Glenn Slater, current staff member, former student and past parent, provided an entertaining and
heartfelt account of his Marist journey, reflecting on a community of people who deeply cared for one
another. Whilst acknowledging the hurts of the past, Glenn paid tribute to the many Brothers, parents
and staff who have contributed in so many ways to the mission, values and identity of the College.

Champagnat Day Jubilee Celebrations

Wednesday 6 June
Year 9 Integration Day
Year 11 and 12 Study Day

Thursday 7 June

Our sincere thanks to Sandra Marron for her planning, promotion and organisation behind this special
community celebration. The College has achieved much in its short 50 year history and, on any measure,
would be regarded as one of Australia’s leading boys’ schools – this is a noteworthy achievement and
certainly worth celebrating.

Band and Choir Night, 5.30pm – 7.00pm

The Addams Family Musical

Friday 8 June

I grew up watching the television adaption of The Addams Family based on characters from Charles
Addams cartoons. The opening theme song kept us all entertained as we adapted our own lyrics to the
tune. Much of the humour in the show derived from the decidedly macabre and supernatural interests
of the Addams family and their clash with the rest of the world. Its further adaption into a musical (2010)
proved an immediate hit on Broadway, and is now performed in professional and amateur productions
all over the world. Audiences often come dressed as various characters, adding much to the atmosphere
and sense of amusement.

Darlinghurst House Day
Mark House Day

Monday 11 June
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday

Wednesday 13 June
ACT All Ages Cross Country Championships

Monday 18 June –
Tuesday 26 June
Year 11 and 12 Examinations

Wednesday 20 June
Year 9 Integration Day

Tuesday 26 June
End of Term Year 10, 11 and 12

Wednesday 27 June –
Wednesday 4 July
Optional Year 10 Work Experience

Friday 29 June
End of Term Year 7-9

Marist College Canberra students,
supported by girls from Canberra
Girls Grammar School, Merici
College and St Clare’s College, will
open its production of The Addams
Family musical on Thursday night,
31 May. Auditions were held last
year, and many hours of rehearsals
and musical preparation have
been undertaken for what will be a
wonderful night of entertainment.
Music from the performance has
replaced our school bell in the last
week, and we hope many families
will support our young actors and
enjoy an evening of jokes, pantomime and good fun. Click here to book.

Mothers’ Retreat: The Grace of Yes
Save the date: Wednesday 22 August, 9.00am – 2.00pm at the College.
Join renowned American author Lisa Hendey, founder of CatholicMom.com, for a day of Retreat
including prayer, reflection and fellowship. Learn how a prayerful ‘no’ can be our best ‘yes’ to God and
our loved ones. Click here to book.
Follow Marist College on

Continued on next page ...

Facebook and Twitter!
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FROM THE HEADMASTER CONTINUED...
Enrolment 2019

Plenary 2020 to shape the future Church of Australia

Over the next few weeks, considerable time, effort and discernment will be
devoted to meeting boys and their families who wish to send their son to
Marist College Canberra in 2019. These are enjoyable experiences, hearing a
young person’s excitement to involve themselves in our community and all the
opportunities it presents. It is my genuine hope that the families who arrive to
take up their journey with us over the coming years will embrace the mission
of the school. Despite very strong demand, the College is still accepting
applications in some year groups.

Plenary simply means ‘entire’ or ‘open.’ This is the hope of the Catholic Church
in Australia who is conducting a Plenary Council in 2020; its first in 80 years!
This event presents an opportunity for us to have a voice in shaping the future
course of the Catholic Church in Australia.
There are many issues facing the Australian Catholic Church and the Plenary
is a very important journey for our Church. There will be opportunities for
Catholics to provide guidance into the issues to be discussed at the Plenary.
Fr Richard Thompson, Parish Priest at Mary Help of Christians in Pearce, will
be leading the Catholic community in the Diocese in hearing the concerns
and reflections from local Catholics. Fr Richard is eager to hear from all – those
deeply involved in Church life, partially engaged, uncertain or disillusioned,
on the margins, and those friendly and critical outsiders looking in – all will
be welcomed. Fr Richard wants to hear from all, particularly those who have
walked away, as the Church needs to listen to everyone. Information on
meeting times will be published when known. Click here for more information.
Last year, Brisbane Archbishop Coleridge advised that ‘we must accept the
fact Christendom is over, by which I mean mass, civic Christianity. It is over.’
The Archbishop asserted the Church was not in an era of change, rather a
change of era. He warned there would be no return to what the Church once
was. Coleridge also suggested, in preparation for the Plenary Council, that
‘everything is potentially on the radar screen.’ His honest assessment reflects
a Church in a time of uncertainty and disruption. It can also, as intimated by
Coleridge, be a time of excitement and an opportunity to bring new life and
creativity to Church.
May St Marcellin continue to watch over our boys and their families.
Yours sincerely
Mr Matthew Hutchison
Headmaster

THE AUSTRALIAN COMPUTATIONAL LINGUISTICS COMPETITION 2018
In March 2018, 52 of our students from Years 9-12 competed in teams of
four at the ANU in the Australian Computational Linguistics Olympiad. The
Competition allowed them to test their logic and computational skills to the
limit over a three hour period.

Silver
•

Joshua Green – Year 10

•

Declan Jackson - Year 10

The test involved problem-solving and coding in multiple languages,
including Lithuanian, Proto Germanic, Sinhala, Icelandic, and native Aboriginal
and Central American languages. Questions ranged from translation to the
prediction of words in extinct languages. The ACT were first round winners
moving onto the national round, and hopefully a trip to Prague to take a seat
at the table for the finals of the Competition.

•

Leshan Samaranayake –
Year 10

•

Oliver Cardone – Year 10

•

Ashen Gamage - Year 11

Our students pitted their wits as best they could, with the following gaining
gold and silver certificates. Congratulations to these winners and to all of
those students who participated.

•

Marco Awad – Year 11

•

Marlon Taylor - Year 11

•

Achintha Attanayake Year 11

Gold
•

Matthew Weber – Year 12

•

Thomas Sheahan – Year 12

•

James Champion – Year 12

•

Kyle Hancock – Year 12

Kate Lofthouse
Head of Languages
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CURRICULUM IN FOCUS
SEMESTER 1 EXAMINATIONS
Examinations for Years 11 and 12 commence on Monday 18 June. Please click
here to view the Year 11 and 12 Examination timetable.

students are reminded that a medical certificate is required if an examination
is missed as a result of illness.

Senior students should be commencing their study for the exams now.

Missed examinations by senior students without a medical certificate are
treated in the same manner as other missed assessments.

Examinations cannot be rescheduled for students who are absent and senior

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING
•

•

•

Did you know that up to 67% of university students find work after
graduation? On the other hand, 78% of VET graduates, and a whopping
92% of VET graduates who studied as part of an apprenticeship, are able
to find work after completing their studies.
If you were to guess who the highest paid graduates in Australia were,
would you guess doctors, lawyers, bankers perhaps? Believe it or not,
the highest paid graduates are Vocational Education and Training (VET)
graduates.
A recent report from Skilling Australia showed that VET students
complete their qualifications in less time than university students, which
means that not only are graduating VET students earning more money,

but they are entering the workforce to do so much earlier.
•

You can study VET qualifications in Years 11 and 12 at the College. Please
ask Julia Cattanach, the VET Coordinator, for details.

These findings are backed up by a recent report from Skilling Australia.
Students are also invited to view the short video “VET. It’s Right Now. Industry
Perspective” for more information.
Julia Cattanach
Vocational Education Coordinator

JAPANESE STUDY TOUR 2018
On 14 April 2018, 26 Japanese language students from Years 9 to 12 departed
on the Japan Study Tour accompanied by Mrs Burch, Mrs Grimes and Mr
Moore. During our two weeks in Japan, the boys experienced an intense burst
of Japanese culture, participating in a wide range of cultural activities – from
visiting traditional temples and shrines, tasting traditional cuisine to enjoying
karaoke. All of these were fantastic experiences from which the boys not only
gained a better understanding of Japan but also a greater admiration for all
things Japanese, whilst improving their language skills.
While in Toyko, the group visited Tokyo Skytree to take in the immense Tokyo
panorama, Asakusa – the Sensoji Temple, Nakamise shops and attended Tokyo
Dome for a baseball match between the Tokyo Giants and Hiroshima Carp.
The second and third days were full of sight-seeing included visiting the Meiji
Shrine, Harajuku, and DisneySea.

experienced English language lessons, cooking, art, music and calligraphy.
The group was also taken on an excursion to Eiheiji Buddhist temple were we
participated in zazen mediation and a tour of the 750 year old monastery. We
were all so grateful for the wonderful hospitality extended to us by the host
families.
Overall, the Tour was a wonderful success. Our students were excellent
ambassadors for the College and engaged wholeheartedly in all experiences.
We were immensely proud senseis - Arigatou Gozaimasu.
Sarah Grimes
Language Teacher

Highlights for the group included visiting:
•

the beautiful Hiroshima Memorial Peace Park and Museum

•

Miyajima Island and Itsukushima Shrine

•

numerous world heritage listed sights in Kyoto, and

•

Nara - Canberra’s sister city, to visit Todaiji and the Daibutsu – the world’s
largest bronze Buddha.

For all of the Marist students, their fondest memories came from our unique
homestay experience during the second week. The group was kindly hosted
by Japanese families from our Sister School, Asuwa Senior High School, for six
nights. Whilst it is safe to say that it was one of the most challenging aspects of
the Tour, it was also by far one of the most rewarding.
The group spent four days attending Asuwa Senior High School in Fukui,
which taught us a great deal about Japanese school life. At school, we
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JUNIOR SCHOOL
FROM THE HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL
Dear Parents and Carers
As our 50th Jubilee celebrations get underway, I hear more and more stories
about the vision, care and hard work that went in to establishing the College
50 years ago. The 50th Jubilee Blue and Blue Gala Dinner was a fabulous event
last Friday night and brought together an enormous number of people, all
with different connections to the College. I was also thrilled and proud to see
the image and words on Facebook early this week about the day being the
anniversary of the boys moving from the Forestry School to the Junior School
campus. I am amazed and humbled by the vision and persistence put in by
those early Brothers in getting the College out of the ground and made a
reality.

realise that vision in the education of young boys and men, and we do so in a
spirit of audacious hope.
We work to be people who respect the many fine traditions of the College but
also to teach and work with innovation and best practice. Marcellin gathered
the Brothers together each holiday break to further train (or ‘conference’) them
in innovative and consistent teaching methods. Most importantly, he knew it
was vital to continue to look at education as formation of the ‘whole’ person,
looking beyond personality and fault. “…so love your students; fight ceaselessly
against the indifference, weariness and annoyance their faults so easily arouse in
you…” (Opinions, Conferences, XXXVIII. p 398).
As you know, we are conducting enrolment interviews during these weeks for
boys wishing to join the College in 2019. It is a pleasure and unique experience
to hear first-hand what attracts families to a Marist education, but also to
be able to put forward the outstanding work we do here at the College to
form and create “good Christians and good citizens…” Don’t forget that your
recommendations as happy and proud Marist parents is the best advertising
we can have and carries so much weight for those making the difficult choice
between very good schools in Canberra.

The Brothers put their full trust in the local community who supported them
both financially and through their own efforts and time over many years.
I look forward to the coming Jubilee events and to welcoming more Old
Boys, Brothers and families, and sharing in their own unique and powerful
memories of the development and growth of the College.
With the Brothers community now having left Canberra, we lay teachers
continue in the work of being ‘Champagnats of today’. St Marcellin knew from
the earliest days of establishing his Marist ‘project’ that this work would need
the support of lay people. We at Marist College Canberra today continue to

Teachers across the College are busy completing assessment and writing
reports to inform you of your son’s progress through this first semester. Please
be sure that in these busy times you are encouraging a sense of optimism and
hard work so that your boy is well organised and as prepared as possible for
the assignments and assessments that need to be completed in the coming
weeks.
I leave you in the Hearts of Jesus and Mary.
Eamonn Moore

JUNIOR SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY
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YEAR 7 BROTHERS TOGETHER
A significant part of the Year 7 Induction Day was the Brothers Together
program called ‘Running the Race of Life, In the Way of Mary’. It was
facilitated by our Year 11 Marist Youth Ministry (MYM) team and involved
creative activities, drama, multimedia, small groups and a liturgy.
The Year 7 boys enjoyed the opportunity to listen to the older students in the
MYM team and hear about their Marist journey. There will be further Youth
Ministry opportunities for Year 7 boys in Semester Two.

CORPUS CHRISTI CONFIRMATION
RETREAT

21 ELEPHANTS
At the recent Marist Life Gathering,
participants were offered an
opportunity to reflect on the
dance between hopelessness and
hopefulness, a key theme from Scottie
Reeve’s book titled ’21 Elephants’. If
you were unable to join us, please
find a copy of the booklet here and a
podcast for you to consider.
We look forward to seeing you at our
Champagnat Day Mass at 9.00am on
Tuesday 5 June in Marcellin Hall.

Our Year 10 Christian Leadership students
recently helped coordinate the Confirmation
Retreat for Year 6 students from the College and
St Clare of Assisi Primary School.
The students were excited to learn from the older
boys and participated enthusiastically in the
practical activities. These included the infamous
milkshakes, game show and personal sharing.
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RICHARD AND ROMA FLYNN MUSIC BURSARY APPLICATIONS CLOSE FRIDAY 8 JUNE 2018
The Richard and Roma Flynn Bursary originated in 1997. Both Richard and
Roma had a long association with Marist education, a talent and love of music,
and a strong interest in providing educational opportunities for youth.

The duration of the Bursary is one calendar year. The Flynn Bursary provides
the recipient with a remission of a portion of school fees, musical tuition and
music books for the school year.

In 2018, the College is offering a number of bursaries to assist students in
Years 10 to 12 with their musical performance studies on their choice of
instrument or voice.

Students wishing to apply for a Flynn Bursary must submit an application
form providing details of their musical interests and studies. Application forms
should preferably be typed. Click here to access the application form.

The criteria on which the bursaries are granted include:

The completed application form should be forwarded to:
Mr Matthew Hutchison, Headmaster, by the close of school on Friday 8 June
2018.

•

a strong commitment to College life

•

a strong commitment to formal musical studies and the musical life
within the College, and

Please endorse the envelope with “Flynn Bursary” and the student’s name.

•

a deep interest in music, commensurate with the student’s musical
ability.

Jarrod Schindler
Head of Performing Arts

REQUEST FOR UNWANTED AND
WORKING LAPTOPS AND DEVICES

SHOOH BOX APPEAL - 2018
Under the umbrella of the Mark House charities appeal
and Vinnies, Mark 6 House Group are seeking your
support in collecting small bottles of shower gel, soap,
small toothbrushes and toothpaste to help ShOwer Our
Homeless - hence the term SHOOH.
You can donate items to this worthwhile winter appeal
by leaving them in the box at Senior School Reception,
in the Mark House Dean’s Office, or in the box in the main
Staffroom if you are a staff member. Boxes have a newspaper covering and are
clearly marked with the beautiful logo that was designed by Josh Martin
(Year 12 – Mark 6).
During this cold period of hardship for the homeless, please donate
generously to those who are less advantaged than we are. Every gift will bring
a warm smile of gratitude to those who have given to others.

On Friday 6 July, a group of Year 11 boys along with
Grant Barclay and Sarah Mahar will be participating
in an Immersion to Cambodia for two weeks. During
this time, the group will be visiting and working with
the Lavalla School in Phnom Penh. The School is a
disadvantaged Marist school that our College works
to support.
The Brothers from Lavalla have asked if the group
could supply any unwanted computers or devices as
the accessibility of computers is currently limited.

Kate Lofthouse

If you have any unwanted laptop computers or devices that are still
operational and would like to donate them to the Lavalla School in Cambodia,
they would be greatly appreciated. All donated devices can be taken to Grant
Barclay’s office in Crispin House. Thank you.

Mark 6 House Group Leader

Grant Barclay and Sarah Mahar

NEW 50TH JUBILEE MERCHANDISE
ITEMS AVAILABLE FOR SALE

A range of specially branded merchandise is available from our Uniform Shop
as part of the College’s 50th Jubilee.
Items available include:
•

the double-walled coffee glass, perfect for winter

•

a set of two champagne or red wine glasses

•

a soft pashmina, perfect for chilly Canberra mornings and nights, and

•

a commemorative tie.

Thursday 31 May, 7pm
Friday 1 June, 7pm
Saturday 2 June, 7pm
Marist College Senior School Gymnasium
$25 Adults, $20 Concessions, $75 Family of Four
Book online now!

Click here to view the merchandise and associated pricing.
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WEB

Rugby Club

Basketball Club

Rowing Club

Hockey Club

Marist Australian
Football Club

Snowsports Club

Cricket Club

CONGRATULATIONS TO…

Austin Blakers Year 7 MA4 and Darcy Chipman
Year 6 who have been selected to represent
the ACT in Basketball at the Australian School
Championships to be held in Darwin in August.

Marist Canberra
Football Club

29TH AUSTRALIAN MARIST BASKETBALL
CARNIVAL, CANBERRA

Thomas Green
Year 12 Mc7 who
has been selected
to attend camp and
play Under 18s Allies
for GWS Academy in
Victoria in June.

The 29th Australian Marist Basketball Carnival was held in Canberra in April
where Marist schools from across Australia sent their best to participate. A
total of 34 teams entered the competition including the College’s Senior
Basketball Team. In preparation, the team undertook a vigorous training camp
and faced many challenges, however, we were able to persevere and in turn
had a very successful tournament.
The Carnival began on Sunday 15 April, where the teams arrived for the
opening Mass and opening carnival BBQ. Thanks to Mrs Garvie for organising
the event and the many students who helped.
Owen Blakers Year 5, Jackson Semenas Year 5, and Nicholas Stephenson
Year 5 who have been selected in the ACT Under 12 Basketball team to play
in the Melbourne Medibank Classic in June.

Sam Martin Year 6 who is
currently representing the
ACT in the Men’s Artistic
Gymnastics at the Australian
Gymnastics Championships
being held in Melbourne in
May-June.

Owen Nihill Year 6 who
has been selected in the
ACT School Sports team for
the Australian Swimming
Championships to be held
in Hobart in July.

Attached is a summary of the team’s results throughout the Carnival:
•

Marist College Canberra vs Marist Regional College: 65 - 23

•

Marist College Canberra vs Cardijin College: 96 - 32

•

Marist College Canberra vs Assumption College: 51 – 44

•

Marist College Canberra vs St Teresa’s College: 57 - 40

•

Marist College Canberra vs St Gregory’s College: 46 - 28

•

Quarter–final: Marist College Canberra vs Scared Heart College: 57 - 26

•

Semi-final: Marist College Canberra vs Marist-Sion College: 38 - 25

•

Grand Final: Marist College Canberra vs Marcellin College Randwick:
54 - 43.

Following the semi-final, all of the teams, coaches and officials came together
for the Presentation Dinner at the Hellenic Club. The whole night was full of
fun and excitement. Congratulations to Matthew Apps (Year 12) for making
the ‘All Marist 5 Team of the Tournament’.
Our thanks to Mr Barclay, Mr Aitcheson and Jack Bartholomeusz for coaching,
and to Mr Mead, Mr Rugala, Mr Cook, Mrs Marron and all of students and
volunteers involved in making the Carnival a huge success.
Abraham Rodriguez (Year 12) and Joshua Brennan (Year 12)
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ACT SCHOOL SPORT
REGISTRATION PROCEDURES

FOOTBALL
TEAM

OPPOSITION

RESULT

Anyone interested in trialling for the various regional sports needs to log onto
the ACT Sports website and register for the sport that your child wishes to
trial. It is the responsibility of parents to monitor the website for any upcoming
sporting events if your child is interested in competing in the regional
competitions. Click here to access the website.

U18 Div 1

Gungahlin United Thunder

Won 4 - 0

U18 Div 2

Majura FC

Won 6 - 3

U18 Div 3

Majura FC

Won 9 - 1

U18 Div 3

Canberra Grammar Sky

Lost 2 - 3

A reminder: If your child is successful in being selected for an ACT team
to participate in a national or regional tournament, you need to write a
formal letter to the Deputy Headmaster or Head of Junior School to seek
permission for absence from school during this period.

U16 Div 1B

Woden Valley United

Won 6 - 3

U16 Div 2

Belwest Foxes

Draw 2 - 2

U16 Div 3

Canberra Grammar B

Lost 3 - 7

U15 Div 1

Gungahlin United Thunder

Won 3 - 1

Once the College has received such a request for your son’s participation in an
activity with ACT Schools Sport, his absence can then be formally approved.
Secondly, we will be also able to acknowledge his achievement in the College
newsletter.

U15 Div 2B

St Edmund’s Blues

Won 4 - 3

U15 Div 3

Woden Valley Roar

Draw 3 - 3

U14 Div 1

Belnorth FC Blue

Won 1 - 0

U14 Div 3A

St Edmund’s Blues

Lost 0 - 12

U13 Div 1

Cooma Tigers

Draw 2 - 2

U13 Div 2B

Belsouth Allstars

Won 1 - 0

U13 Div 3

Woden Valley Ninjas

Score not provided

U12 Div 1

Woden Valley United

Won 5 - 0

U12 Div 2A

Woden Valley Lightning

Won 3 - 2

U12 Div 3B

Brindabella Blues

Won 10 - 1

Paul Mead
Head of Sport

AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL
TEAM

OPPOSITION

RESULT

U12 Combined Div 4
and 5

Sporting Majura

Lost 0 - 10

U10 Marist Royal

Eastlake Demons Red

Not recorded

U10 Blue

Radford College

Won 3 - 2

U10 Marist Sky

Tuggeranong Lions Blue

Not recorded

U10 Green

Yass U10 Redbacks

Lost 0 - 4

U11 Marist

Gungahlin Jets Black

Won 59 - 19

U10 Orange

Woden Valley Rivals

Score not provided

U12 Marist

Gungahlin Jets Black

Won 131 - 10

U10 White

Belsouth Fire

Won 2 - 0

U13 Marist

Ainslie Tricolours

Won 65 - 25

U11 Blue

Belwest Foxes Blue

Lost 0 - 1

U14 Marist Royal

Ainslie Tricolours

Lost 35 - 103

U11 Cream

Canberra Grammar White

Lost 0 - 9

U14 Marist Sky

Queanbeyan Tigers

Lost 54 - 35

U11 Green

Woden Valley Roar

Lost 0 - 3

Rising Stars (Round 8)

Eastlake

Lost 43 - 47

U11 Orange

Belnorth FC

Won 9 - 1
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