
Submissions: news@mcc.act.edu.au        Enquiries: (02) 6298 7200         Web: www.maristc.act.edu.au

Marist College Enews

13 JUNE 2018

Important dates
 
Thursday 14 June
Parish of the Transfiguration Confirmation Retreat Day

Monday 18 June –  
Tuesday 26 June
Year 11 and 12 Examinations

Wednesday 20 June
Year 9 Integration Day

Year 5 Assembly, 2.00pm, Junior School Hall

Thursday 21 June –  
Tuesday 26 June
Year 10 Examinations

Monday 25 June
Rostrum Quarter Final, 7.00pm, Forrest Primary School

Monday 25 June –  
Friday 29 June
Year 9 Examinations

Tuesday 26 June 
End of Term Year 10, 11 and 12

Wednesday 27 June
Year 4 Assembly, 2.00pm, Junior School Hall

Wednesday 27 June –  
Wednesday 4 July
Year 7 and 8 Examinations

Optional Year 10 Work Experience

Thursday 28 June
Junior School Enrichment Day

Friday 29 June 
End of Term Year 7-9

Mary Help of Christians Parish Confirmation  
Retreat Day

Wednesday 4 July
Junior School Semester Awards Ceremony

End of Term Year 4-6

Continued on next page ...

Dear Marist Family,
 
Seeds of Hope
In its short 50 year history, Marist College Canberra has come to be 
regarded as one of Australia’s outstanding Catholic boys’ schools - on 
any measure. 
 
Following the initial invitation from Archbishop O’Brien to bring the 
Marist Brothers to Canberra, we opened our doors on 30 January 
1968, to 91 boys at the Forestry School in Yarralumla. Four Brothers - 
Mark, John, Philip and Crispin - with virtually no resources, formed a 
community based on a belief that each child in their care mattered. 
They believed in each of their students and worked tirelessly to ensure 
the best for them. It was an audacious project, full of hope, full of opportunity. These men had a dream, 
they planted seeds, and would be very proud to see how those seeds continue to bring new life today. 
 
Last week, Champagnat Day commenced with the celebration of the Eucharist. It was an opportunity 
to honour our charism, to pay respect to our roots, as we strive to inculcate the values of a Marist 
education. These values are initially learned at home; intangibles such as a faith in God, a love of work, 
a generosity of spirit, a sense of welcome and the celebration of encounter in the presence of others. It 
is in partnership with the parents, during these formative years, that students in our care undertake the 
exciting, challenging and extraordinary journey in the education of the heart.  
 
The Jubilee celebration was 
also an opportunity to express 
a deep sense of gratitude for 
the gifts of many who have 
contributed to the Marist 
College Canberra story. Of 
particular significance were the 
large number of Brothers and 
former Brothers who returned 
to Canberra to share in our 
Jubilee Eucharist celebration. 
The occasion proved a 
wonderful opportunity to 
formally thank these men for 
their witness, their example 
and their presence to make 
Jesus known and loved. The opportunity for our visiting Brothers to tour the nearly completed Jubilee 
building, on the grounds of the former Brothers’ residence, was further evidence of how small seeds of 
hope grow into opportunities for new life.   
 
Congratulations to Liturgy Co-ordinator, Kathleen Garvie, and the Mission team, for coordinating a 
magnificent and very moving Eucharist celebration. Principal celebrant and former student Fr Peter Day 
(1981) joined three ordained former Marist students Fr Trenton van Reesch, Fr Paul Nulley, and Deacon 
Matt Ransom, and local priests Fr Richard Thompson and Monsignor John Woods. Marcellin Hall was 
transformed into a sacred space, decorated with signs and symbols, made all the more memorable with 
beautiful music produced by current and past students, and current parents – a special celebration 
for all.  
 
Year 10 into Year 11 2019 
George Bernard Shaw once said the ‘only man who behaves with sensibility is my tailor, he takes my 
measurements anew every time he sees me, while all the rest go on with the old measurements and 
expect me to fit them.’ Our Year 10 students, along with their parents, attended a Year 11 subject 
selection evening last week. The message was very clear; choose subjects that you enjoy and choose 
subjects that play to your strengths. Furthermore, given most boys remain unsure of future career paths, 
a balanced program that does not narrow options too early is advised. A breadth of subjects provides an 
opportunity for transferring from one pathway to another. 

SYMPATHY
Our deepest sympathy is extended to Austin 
(Year 7), Eric (Year 8) and Owen (Year 5) Blakers 
and family on the passing of their mother, 
Louise. 

Our deepest sympathies are also extended 
to Liam McInerney (Year 9) and family on the 
passing of Liam’s father, Timothy.  

Please keep the Blakers and McInerney families 
and friends in your thoughts and prayers at this 
difficult time.  
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FROM THE HEADMASTER CONTINUED...
Boys should study courses at the highest level they can manage. However, 
it serves no purpose for a boy to study a difficult subject, because of the 
perceived benefits of scaling, only to do poorly because the standard of work 
is too demanding. At the end of the day, it is the student that must live with 
his decisions. I suggest Year 10 boys look carefully at the subject information 
booklet to ascertain their suitability and research the nature of assessment 
tasks. The Universities Admissions Centre (UAC) Guide is also a valuable tool to 
check Year 12 pre-requisite courses prior to commencing tertiary education. 

The Addams Family Musical
Congratulations to Carla Weijers (Director), Jarrod Schindler (Vocal Coach, 
Producer), Dana Sypher (Choreographer), Greg Stenning (Musical Director) and 
their wonderful support team for what was a magnificent performance of The 
Addams Family musical. The set, along with first-class musicianship, creative 
choreography and outstanding vocals ensured a night of entertainment for 
all. The students had so much fun, and should be justifiably proud of their 
efforts following many months of rehearsals after school and on weekends. 
I was very impressed with the professionalism of the production and left the 
performance with a sense of delight and a little spring in my step. I am sure 
everyone left the performance immensely proud of the students, and proud of 
our wonderful and generous staff who contribute so much to ensure this was 
a wonderful, memorable experience for our boys.

 
May St Marcellin continue to watch over our boys and their families. 
 
Yours sincerely

Mr Matthew Hutchison
Headmaster

Examinations for Years 11 and 12 commence on Monday 18 June. Please click 
here to view the Year 11 and 12 Examination timetable. 
 
Examinations of Years 7 to 10 commence from Thursday 21 June. Please click 
here to view the Year 7 – 10 Examination timetable. 
 
Examinations cannot be rescheduled for students who are absent and senior 
students are reminded that a medical certificate is required if an examination 

is missed as a result of illness. 
 
Missed examinations by senior students without a medical certificate are 
treated in the same manner as other missed assessments. 
 
Rohit Bhatnagar

Acting Assistant Dean of Studies

SEMESTER ONE EXAMINATIONS

We trust each boy is organised and well-prepared for Semester exams.  
A personal study plan should be a priority. The rules relating to student 
conduct and behaviour during exam sessions are published here so all boys 
know what is required of them. 
 
During the semester exam period, students are required to observe the 
following College expectations. 
 
All boys must:

• allocate sufficient time to study and revision so they are well-prepared 
and able to do their best work

• behave in a polite and courteous manner towards the supervising 
teachers and other students during all exam sessions

• make a serious attempt at answering all questions on the examination 
papers

• bring text books to be returned as directed by subject teachers

• dress in full College uniform and comply with other normal College 
expectations.

 
Students must not:

• speak to any person other than a supervising teacher during an exam

• behave in any way likely to disturb the work of any other student or upset 
the conduct of the exam

• take into the exam room any books, notes, paper, or any other equipment 
other than the materials they have been advised to bring with them

• remove any part of the exam paper from the exam room, unless the 
supervising teacher advises otherwise.

 
Illness and Missed Exams:

• It is your responsibility to ensure you know exactly when and where 
your exams are to be held

• If unable to attend an exam due to illness, a student should email his 
teacher to advise of the absence and then present a medical certificate 
as soon as practicable after the exam to the Studies Office at which point 
a decision will be made on sitting the exam.

• Exams missed for other reasons will incur the same penalties as any 
other missed or late assessment, so you need to ensure you know dates, 
times and location of exams.

 
* No student may bring a mobile phone or other electronic device into an 
exam room. 
 
Note: If a boy is found to have a mobile phone or another unauthorised 
electronic device in his possession during an exam, he will be awarded a 
mark of zero.

YEAR 11 AND 12 EXAMINATION PROTOCOLS
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JUNIOR SCHOOL

FROM THE HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL

Dear Parents and Carers

It is great to be able to reflect on the last couple of weeks and the excellent 
Jubilee events that we have enjoyed. The 50th Jubilee Foundation Blue and 
Blue Gala Dinner was a fun filled night. Most notable was the sense of pride 
and camaraderie amongst the crowd of Old Boys, parents and family members 
on the night. In fact, it drew one family to fast track an application for a place 
next year! I was very proud to listen to the reflections made by an Old Boy 
who was able to describe very well to me how the College had evolved and 
improved since his days here. 
 
It was memorable also to attend the Jubilee Champagnat Day Mass with 
the boys from Years 4-12. It is with pride I remind people that the Jubilee 
is especially poignant for the Junior School as the College commenced 
on 30 January 1968 with only 91 boys - 57 in Year 4 and 34 in Year 5. The 
Junior School remains a solid foundation for all that happens in the Marist 
community. It was terrific to see many Brothers and others from the wider 
community with past connections to the College. Most special was the return 
of Br Anthony Atkinson. 

Brother was, we believe, the longest serving Marist Brother to live in the 
Canberra Marist community. For 24 years he worked in the Junior School and 
tutored the boys in Mathematics, assisted in the Office, and provided wise 
counsel to many who sought his advice and opinions. Many of those boys he 
taught in his morning Mathematics class went on to achieve very high results 
in that subject and will remember Brother Anthony’s firm but very careful 
tutelage of them as Junior boys. 
 
Brother commented that the Junior School had changed in his few years away 
from the place and that he found some things hard to remember. (Although 
he did immediately remember some Senior boys who came to say hello!) 
It is humble and hard-working men like our Brothers who helped build the 
school into the fine College it is today. It was a great experience to be able to 
highlight our successes and thank them for their dedication and vision.   
 
I’m sure there will be many reflections and photos in this and upcoming 
publications. This is a special year for the College and one which I know will 
live on in the memories of the boys for a long time. It is timely to remind 
ourselves of the vision of St Marcellin who wrote in his early letters… “I beg 
of you my dear Brothers... do all you can to ensure that charity is maintained 
among you… be of one heart and one mind… may it be said of the Little 
Brothers of Mary “See how they love one another…”  
 
I leave you in the hearts of Jesus and Mary. 
 
Eamonn Moore

ROSTRUM PRIMARY SCHOOL PUBLIC 
SPEAKING COMPETITION 2018

The Rostrum Public Speaking School Final was held on Tuesday 29 May 
2018 in the Junior School Hall. The boys in Year 5 and 6 participated in the 
competition this year. Each boy presented his Rostrum speech to his class 
peers and a class representative was chosen to present his speech at the 
School Final.  
 
Topics to choose from this year included: A wild ride, Breaking the ice, It was 
worth it, Through the microscope, Volcanoes and Working dogs.  
 
The audience were treated to a wide array of outstanding and creative 
speeches. Well done to all boys for their participation and especially to those 
boys who represented their class: Sam Pantano 4/5G, Michael Pratezina 5H, 
Daniel Knight 5I, Adrian Hanlon 5K, Joshua Galang 5M, Daniel Bailey 6D, Jasper 
Wood 6H, Spencer Horton 6K, Kiefer Brennan 6P and Leo Hill 6T. 
 
Congratulations to the winner Kiefer Brennan and to runner-up Michael 
Pratezina who both presented exceptional speeches. Kiefer will represent the 
College at the Quarter Final #7 on Monday 25 June at Forrest Primary School. 
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JUNIOR SCHOOL

DA VINCI DECATHLON - 2018
Well done to the Year 5 and Year 6 students who represented the College 
at the Da Vinci Decathlon on Wednesday 30 May. In the spirit of an Olympic 
Decathlon, teams of eight students had to complete ten challenging activities 
within a set timeframe. Students gathered at the host school, Canberra 
Grammar School, ready for the event. The boys had to work together in their 
teams and combine all of their skills to complete the tasks. The competition 
was high and we can be proud of the way they represented the College by their 
efforts and participation. 
 
We would like to congratulate the Year 6 students who were successful in 
achieving first place in Maths and third place in Cartography out of a large field 
of 32 teams. The Year 5 team are to be commended for achieving fourth place 
in Maths, competing against 18 other teams.  
 
The boys enjoyed the day and are keen to participate again. Thank you to those 
who took part: 

• Daniel Bailey, James Hanlon, Ronan Ingham, Harry Martin, Owen 
McKenna, Austin Purse, Bruno Wolnicki and Jasper Wood in Year 6, and

• Eli Coll, Jack Davidson, Joshua Galang, Adrian Hanlon, Max Read, Tom 
Stuparich, Shanaa Srimanobhavan, Anthony Tolgyesi in Year 5. 

 
Michael Lloyd and Faye Noonan

Enrichment and Learning Support

There are some great new titles in this month’s issue of Book Club, especially 
for fans of the Tom Gates and Hot Dog series. All orders need to be submitted 

online via the Scholastic website by Wednesday 20 June (Wednesday of  
Week 8). Thank you for your support.

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB ISSUE 4

Congratulations once again to all of the Junior age champions and runners up 
from this year’s sports carnivals. On Wednesday, the boys were presented with 
their trophy and medal at the Junior School Sports Assembly.  

 
The Year 4 boys who won the Matt Giteau 
Cup were also presented with certificates.  
 
A big thank you to our special guest, Old 
Boy and parent Joe Roff, for presenting the 
awards to the boys and for his inspiring 
speech.  
 
Alan Keogh
Junior School Sports Coordinator

SPORTS NEWS

The Sacrament of Confirmation in St Gregory’s Parish, Queanbeyan will be 
celebrated on Sunday 9 September 2018. Please log onto the Parish website 
to download the registration form and schedule of events. Forms are due in no 
later than Friday 20 July 2018.  

Payment can be made via their on-line payment option on the website. 
 
Please call the Parish office on 6299 4611 if you have any questions regarding 
this Sacrament. Thank you.  

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
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MARIST ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN

In preparation for an International Children Human Rights Defenders Day 
of Discussion, students from the College have contributed their thoughts to 
the Marist International Solidarity Foundation (FMSI), considering the global 
and national perspective.  
 
FMSI works to establish a better world for children where their rights are 
respected and protected, where they can grow and mature in safe and 
healthy environments, free from violence and fear, and where their future is 
bright and rich with opportunity.

RENOWNED AMERICAN AUTHOR 
VISITING THE COLLEGE IN AUGUST
 
The College is pleased to be welcoming Lisa Hendey, renowned American 
author, founder of Catholic.mom and public speaker, to Canberra in August 
for a number of events.  
 
These include:

• a parent presentation evening to be held on Monday 20 August, 
7.00pm – 8.30pm, on the theme of The Sacred Balancing Act: Busy Lives 
and Family Spirituality. More details to follow shortly. 

• a Mothers’ Retreat to be held on Wednesday 22 August, 9.00am - 
2.00pm, on the theme of The Grace of Yes. Learn tips for slowing down in 
this fast-paced world. Bookings are now open for this free Retreat.  
Click here for more information and to book. 

 
Lisa recently spoke to The Catholic Weekly ahead of her visit to Australia in 
August on the balancing act of family life and faith in the digital age.  
Click here to view.

As many of you are aware, the Catholic Church will be holding a Plenary 
Council in 2020. A Plenary Council is a formal meeting of the bishops and 
other representatives of all the dioceses and parishes of the Catholic Church 
in Australia. Its purpose is to discern what God is asking of us in Australia 
at this present time. While the Church should be asking that question 
continually, a Plenary Council is a particularly graced instrument for seeking 
the Holy Spirit’s guidance. It also has the authority to make church laws on 
the results of its discernment. 
 
Although in the end it will be the bishops who will vote on any future 
directions for the Church in Australia, they will be making those decisions in 
light of a long listening to the Holy Spirit, speaking through the voices of any 
of the faithful who wish to speak around Australia. This makes the Plenary 
Council in 2020 different from the last one in 1937. Everyone has a chance to 
participate and to express whatever the Spirit is saying to them in their heart. 
 
In Canberra, there will be four listening sessions to allow lay people of the 
Church and more importantly, those who are distanced or disaffected by 
the Church, to have input into what we think God is calling the church in 
Australia. Click here to view details of these sessions.   
 
If you are unable to attend one of these sessions, you can visit the website 
and write you own submission.   
 
Fr Richard Thompson
Parish Priest, Mary Help of Christians Parish

Session 1
Tuesday June 19 
10am - midday  

Eastlake Football Club 
Gungahlin

 

To learn more and to make your submissions go to  
http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/

Plenary Council Listening & Dialogue Sessions 

Catholic Archdiocese of 
Canberra and Goulburn

Session 4
Thursday June 21 

7pm - 9pm  
Eastlake Football Club  

Kingston

 

Session 2
Tuesday June 19  

7pm - 9pm  
Eastlake Football Club 

Gungahlin

Session 3
Thursday June 21  
10am - midday  

Eastlake Football Club  
Kingston

Your voice 
is important to 

shaping the future of 
the Church

BRING ALONG YOUR  
Smartphone,ipad or 

laptop to make  
your online
submission

On the Plenary Council webpage you will find 
a SUBMISSION link. This will become your 

submission to the Plenary Council.
Go to plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au

The three questions for your submission are:
1. What do you think God is asking of 

us in Australia at this time?

2. What questions do you have about the future of the 
Church for the Plenary Council to consider 2020?

3. Do you have a story of your experience of faith, or the 
Church you would like to share?

CANBERRA SESSIONS

FREE WIFI
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Under the umbrella of the Mark House charities 
appeal and Vinnies, a reminder that Mark 6 
House Group are seeking your support in 
collecting small bottles of shower gel, soap, 
small toothbrushes and toothpaste to help 
ShOwer Our Homeless – ‘SHOOH’. 
 
Items can be donated to this worthwhile winter 
appeal by leaving them in the box at Senior 
School Reception, in the Mark House Dean’s 
Office, at the Junior School Front Office, or in 
the box in the main Staffroom if you are a staff 
member. Boxes have a newspaper covering and are clearly marked with the 
beautiful logo that was designed by Josh Martin (Year 12 – Mark 6). 
 
During this cold period of hardship for the homeless, please donate 
generously to those who are less advantaged than we are. Every gift will bring 
a warm smile of gratitude to those who have given to others. 
 
Kate Lofthouse

Mark 6 House Group Leader

SHOOH BOX APPEAL - 2018

Friday 17th August 2018 
2.00 pm - 4.00 pm 
Junior  School Hall 

Marist College Canberra

A range of specially branded merchandise is available from our Uniform Shop 
as part of the College’s 50th Jubilee. A number of new items have recently 
been added to the range. 
 
Items available include:

• a double-walled coffee glass, perfect for those cold Canberra mornings 

• an elegant set of two champagne or red wine glasses, great for dinner 
parties, and

• a supporter’s cap, ideal for weekend sport. 

 
Click here to view the merchandise and associated pricing. 

GET YOUR PART OF MARIST  
HISTORY TODAY

COLLEGE LIFE - CHAMPAGNAT DAY
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WEB Basketball Club

Cricket Club
Hockey Club

Rugby Club 

Snowsports Club
Rowing Club  

Marist Canberra  
Football Club

Marist Australian  
Football Club

CONGRATULATIONS TO… 

Jake Saunders Year 10 DA5 and Alex Toohey Year 8 CO5 who were 
both selected in the ACT Under 16 Basketball team that participated in 
the National Junior Classic tournament in Melbourne in June, prior to 
participating in the national championships to be held on the Sunshine 
Coast in July. 

Vinusha Abeywickrama 
Year 7 LA5 who has 
been selected in the ACT 
School Sport Under 12 
Basketball team to play 
in the Australian School 
Championships in Darwin 
in August. 

Aaron Lloyd Year 6 who 
recently participated in 
the ACT State Gymnastics 
Competition, and won the 
state title and a gold medal 
for his age/level group.

Ethan O’Keeffe Year 
10 MA1 who has been 
selected to participate in 
the ConocoPhillips Science 
Experience at the ANU in 
September. 

The ASC Cross Country was held on Friday 1 June at Stromlo Forest Park. The 
College was vying to win the title for the 32nd year in a row, and the chance to 
clean sweep the big three ASC Carnivals in 2018, our 50th year. 
 
Marist successfully retained the ASC Cross Country Shield, with some excellent 
performances from the students including: 

• 1st place: Austin Taylor and Tom Beesley

• 2nd place: Will Johnston

• 3rd place: Eric Firth, Liam Naughton, Max Rosin and Mitchell Webb. 

 
The College also won the following Age Divisions: 12, 13, 14 and opens. 
 
The ACT Cross Country was held on Wednesday 13 June with 44 students 
competing at this event. The students demonstrated great pride in the College 
with great support for all age groups. 
 
Simon Rugala
Assistant Head of Sport/ Health and Physical Education

ASC CROSS COUNTRY

Kai Callaway Year 7 HA1 and Ted Polsen  
Year 7 CR1 who were selected for the Under 13 
Brumbies Junior Rugby team that participated 
in the NSW JRU State Championships at Port 
Stephens in June. 

Maloi Terupo Year 7 Mc8 who 
was selected for the Under 12 
Brumbies Junior Rugby team 
that participated in the NSW 
JRU State Championships in 
Sydney in June.
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FOOTBALL

ACT SCHOOL SPORT  
REGISTRATION PROCEDURES 
 
 
Anyone interested in trialling for the various regional sports needs to log onto 
the ACT Sports website and register for the sport that your child wishes to 
trial. It is the responsibility of parents to monitor the website for any upcoming 
sporting events if your child is interested in competing in the regional 
competitions. Click here to access the website. 
 
A reminder: If your child is successful in being selected for an ACT team 
to participate in a national or regional tournament, you need to write a 
formal letter to the Deputy Headmaster or Head of Junior School to seek 
permission for absence from school during this period.  
 
Once the College has received such a request for your son’s participation in an 
activity with ACT Schools Sport, his absence can then be formally approved. 
Secondly, we will be also able to acknowledge his achievement in the College 
newsletter.  
 
Paul Mead 

Head of Sport 

TEAM OPPOSITION RESULT

U18 Div 1 Canberra Grammar 1st XI Lost 0 - 3

U18 Div 2 Gungahlin United Eagles Lost 2 - 4

U18 Div 3 Sky St Edmund’s 2nd XI Won 5 - 1

U18 Div 3 Royal Bye

U16 Div 1B Belsouth Roar Won 3 - 0

U16 Div 2 Radford College Lost 3 - 6

U16 Div 3 Gungahlin United Taipans Lost 0 - 10

U15 Div 1 Canberra Grammar A Lost 2 - 3

U15 Div 2B Brindabella Blues Lost 1 - 5

U15 Div 3 Canberra Grammar C Lost 2 - 7

U14 Div 1 Belsouth Wasps Won 4 - 2

U14 Div 3A Canberra Grammar C Won 3 - 1

U13 Div 1 Belconnen United Development 
Squad

Lost 1 - 3

U13 Div 2B St Edmund’s Blues Won 3 - 1

U13 Div 3 St Edmund’s Whites Won 4 - 1

U12 Div 1 Canberra FC Won 3 - 2

U12 Div 2A Weston Molonglo Lost 4 - 5

U12 Div 3B Belnorth FC Lost 1 - 2

U12 Comb Div 4 
and 5

Bayern Majura Lost 2 - 7

U10 Blue Woden Valley Ninjas Won 2 - 1

U10 Green Weston Molonglo Flaming Panthers Won 10 - 0

U10 Orange Canberra FC Orange Won 4 - 3

U10 White Gungahlin United Thunder Won 9 - 2

U11 Blue Brindabella Blues Lost 2 - 4

U11 Cream Woden Valley Wanderers Lost 1 - 4

U11 Green Gungahlin United Lightning Won 4 - 2

U11 Orange Tuggeranong United Won 3 - 0
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