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Important dates
 
Friday 30 November
Year 7 2019 Orientation Day

Junior School Orientation Day for new students 
starting in 2019

All Junior School Library books due back

Monday 3 December
Junior School Thanksgiving Mass and Awards 

Ceremony, 9.00am, Senior School Hall. All Junior 
School parents invited. Parents of Class Award 
recipients will be notified next week. 

Tuesday 4 December
Year 12 Graduation Mass, 5.00pm, Senior School Hall

Year 12 Graduation Dinner, 6.30pm, AIS Arena, Bruce

Wednesday 5 December
Year 9 Integration Day

Year 4 End of Year Assembly, 1.50pm, Junior School 
Hall, followed by a Thank You Afternoon Tea on the 
Junior School Lawns

Thursday 6 December
Year 5 End of Year Assembly, 1.50pm, Junior School 

Hall, followed by a Thank You Afternoon Tea on the 
Junior School Lawns

Friday 7 December
Years 4-6 Activity Day

End of Term Year 9

Year 10 Certificates issued

Friday 7 December –  
Tuesday 11 December
Year 7 and 8 Examinations

Monday 10 December
Year 6 Presentation, 12.30pm, Senior School Hall, 

followed by a Farewell and Thank You Afternoon Tea 
for Year 6 and their parents

Year 6 – End of Term

Tuesday 11 December
End of Term for Years 4, 5, 7 and 8

Community Carols, 6.30pm – 8.00pm, Junior School 
Lawns

Wednesday 19 December
Year 12 Certificates Issued

Continued on next page ...

Dear Marist Family,
 
Advent waiting
I enjoy watching our Marist boys play cricket during the summer 
months. Many question how people could play and also sit and 
watch the same game all day. You learn to wait with patience and 
poise. Suddenly, while you return to your book or get distracted in 
conversation, something happens that turns the game upside down. 
What often happens in cricket is an apt metaphor for Advent waiting. 
This Sunday the Church begins its first week of the year with the  
four-week period of watchful waiting which we call the Advent Season. 
The word Christians use for waiting is prayer. While everything speeds 
up in December, the Church asks us to slow down for four weeks and 
devote ourselves to the discipline of waiting and listening.  
 
As we often wait patiently in cricket, so the Church asks us to wait patiently in order to rediscover where 
God is in our lives. Pope Francis reminds us ‘the capacity to wait is probably one of the most important 
things we have to learn.’ As we wait during the next four weeks, immersed in the ancient stories from 
the Christian tradition, we slow down and may even get in touch with our inner thoughts and dreams. 
Questions may arise in our minds: What are we actually waiting for? Why are we so busy? What do we 
long for? Are we patient enough to even listen to our heart? What does our heart tell us? Do we need 
to rectify relationships? Do we need to get in touch with friends and family? Do we need to change 
something in our lives?  

 
Taking time every day to slow down and let 
go of planning and instead listen to the voices 
of the scripture and the silence underneath 
all our words can be an immensely enriching 
experience. As a parent and as a teacher, I am 
acutely aware of my responsibility to be alert 
to what is going on in myself before I can 
be of any real assistance to others. If we are 
unable to hear what is going on in ourselves, 
we will so easily allow it to interfere with our 
listening to others. Ron Heifetz of Harvard 
University speaks about the need for having 
a balcony in our lives if we are to understand 
the sometimes frenzied dance of events going 
on around us. Without such a balcony, we can 

easily be swept up in the dance of life and lose our perspective. The season of Advent invites us to the 
balcony.  
 
Take Time
Take time off each day to think and pray,

To care how your life is going.

Give your roots rain.

Take time with a friend to do nothing too important,

But just be together, to enjoy another person.

Give your roots rain.

Take time to write a poem or grow a flower,

To create something that is something for you.

Give your roots rain.

For in your roots you find who you are,

And there too you find who God is,

For he has not forced you into his home,

Rather he has made his home in you.

SYMPATHY 
 
Our deepest sympathy is extended to Nathaniel 
Guinan (Year 6) and family on the passing of 
Nathaniel’s grandfather, Aubrey Guinan.  
 
Please keep the Guinan family and friends in 
your thoughts and prayers during this difficult 
time.  
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FROM THE HEADMASTER CONTINUED...

Support rather than rescue
Some years ago I was intrigued to read a news article reporting on a parent 
purchasing a Sydney property for his six year old son. Given I will never be 
in the position to do so, it was easy for me to dismiss the parent’s action as 
foolish. I did, however, momentarily consider what I would do if, by chance, 
I was in such a position to purchase a house for my children. Journalist 
and media personality Richard Glover believed the actions of the parent 
purchasing a house for his son stole from him the joy of making his own way; 
the gift of self-sufficiency. It is an interesting argument and one which holds 
a great deal of merit. Glover believes achievement is what is stolen when a 
parent makes everything too easy for a child. Well known financier, Warren 
Buffett, once said he would leave his children, “… just enough so that they 
would feel that they could do anything, but not so much that they would feel 
like doing nothing.”  
 
Within a school context currently in examination time there is no getting 
around the fact that your son, at some stage, actually needs to do some 
study; and yes, parents cannot study for their children despite many wishing 
they could. The old adage ‘you can lead a horse to water, but you cannot 
make it drink’, whilst true does have a feeling of defeat! Recently I heard an 
experienced and highly respected teacher at the College respond with, ‘No 
you can’t make it drink, but you can salt the oats’. I believe this statement does 
personify much of our role as parents and teachers. ‘Salting’ our son’s oats to 
develop their thirst to learn and improve outcomes encourages students to 
become independent learners rather than becoming dependent on others in 
achieving goals.  
 
Parents can ‘salt oats’ in many ways, but particularly in helping their son 
plan his schoolwork. This is more than developing a study schedule, but 
encouraging him to ‘chunk’. That is, where work is broken down into bite-size 
parts to allow him to see the completion of each ‘chunk’ as a success. This is 
very motivating and, in turn, boosts a child’s self-belief. It does take time for 
a boy to develop effective chunking skills. A parent spending time with their 
son to help him ‘chunk’ will be time well spent and will ultimately encourage 
independence. 
 
 

I am often stunned at when, where and with whom boys try to study. It is 
clear that some conditions are not the most ideal in which to concentrate, and 
yet students persist in trying to work under them! A boy studying in a messy 
room, with music on, and at odd hours is still better than no study at all. What I 
am suggesting is that if a boy is prepared to study, try not to get in the way too 
much. This is not to say, however, that a parent cannot gently direct or guide 
their son to times, places and company that might enhance their study and 
concentration.  
 
Such approaches encourage the responsibility of parents into a supporting 
rather than rescuing role. The father purchasing the house for his six year old 
son, whilst generous and no doubt well intentioned, may well have fallen into 
the trap of encouraging a dependence that may not necessarily be in his son’s 
best interest.   
 
In Deepest Sympathy
Our thoughts and prayers are asked for Br Terence Heinrich, former 
Headmaster of the College (1983-1988), following his recent sudden death. 
Br Terence recently returned to Australia for health reasons but deteriorated 
unexpectedly and rapidly. He has spent the last 22 years as founder of the 
LaValla School in Phnom Penh for disabled young people – initially many were 
victims of land mines. 
 
Br Terence was a real people person, a great communicator and thought 
provoking school leader. He introduced the House system to Canberra in 
an attempt to ensure students were well-known and had a strong sense of 
belonging, a real visionary. 
 
May St Marcellin continue to watch over our boys and their families. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Matthew Hutchison
Headmaster

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS

The Uniform Shop is moving! 
 
We’ll be located at the end of the old 
Senior Arts building from this 
Saturday, 1 December.  
 
Access and car parking will be via  
Gate 2. 

CAPTURED SPACES WORKS 
 

 

 
 
 

Current 
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CURRICULUM IN FOCUS

Examinations commenced on Monday 26 November for Year 9, and start on 
Friday 7 December for Years 7 and 8. Please click here to view the Year 7 – 10 
Examination timetable. 
 
Boys in Years 7-9 should ensure their exams are recorded in their diaries and 
have a study plan prepared accordingly.

It is expected that all students are present for exams at the time allocated. If a 
boy is absent for an exam parents/carers are asked to email their son’s teacher 
to explain reasons for the absence. 
 
Jane Pamenter 
Assistant Dean of Studies

SEMESTER TWO EXAMINATIONS

On Wednesday 21 November, the staff of the Hospitality Department 
welcomed our Year 6 students to the kitchens for a ‘taste’ of what is offered to 
students in the Senior School.  
 
Each of the five classes spent an hour in the kitchen learning about recipes, 
measuring ingredients, baking, and then icing/decorating some delicious 
chocolate slice.  
 
A huge thanks to Toni Clark for organising the recipe and preparing for this 
busy day, and to all of the Year 6 teachers for their support. 
 
Dave Moore

Food Technology/ Hospitality Coordinator (Acting)

YEAR 6 STUDENTS EXPERIENCE THE 
HOSPITALITY KITCHENS

As part of their event planning studies, the Year 10 Food Technology 
(Extension) class recently welcomed boys from 4R to the Senior School 
kitchens for a party. The theme for the event was ‘1 in 50’ as the Year 4 boys 
were nearing the end of their first year at the College during the 50th Jubilee. 
 
The boys from 4R were treated to a delectable array of sweet and savoury 
dishes prepared by the class, along with some entertainment including games 
of bingo, quizzes and a colouring competition. 
 
A huge thanks to the boys of 4R for their fine behaviour and the Year 10 
students for planning such a well-received event.  
 
Dave Moore 
Food Technology Coordinator (Acting)

‘1 IN 50’ CLASS PARTY
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JUNIOR SCHOOL

FROM THE HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
This week as I read and reflect on each Junior School boy’s draft report, I am left feeling very proud of the progress that each one has made this year. The 
commitment by teachers, parents and boys to their education this year has been outstanding. Each boy has made his own way, in his own way and each has 
achieved marvellous things. The benefit of this College are the myriad of opportunities that families are able to access. End of Year Reports highlight each boy’s 
achievements not only academically but also socially, culturally and personally. Please be proud of your son as you read his final report for the year and celebrate 
the many successes he has made. 
 
These discussions provide important opportunities for us as parents to build our son’s skillsets. We each have a duty to approach parenting in a considered and 
developmental way (as much for ourselves as for our children!) Michael Grose wrote about the qualities needed by children to be successful in the modern world. 
He quotes three things:

• Confidence: “When kids develop a greater sense of self-confidence they usually behave better and they are more likely to bounce back from setbacks, 
particularly social injustices.”

• Character: “Character refers to the attitudes and behaviours a child develops that maximise his or her success. Character is about doing what’s right, not 
what’s easy!”

• Resilience: “Children need to be resilient. They need to be able to bounce back from life’s bigger and smaller setbacks. Resilience is linked with good mental 
health habits and also with a child’s success.” (Refer to: www.parentingideas.com.au).

 
Using times such as conversations around End of Year Reports provide us with the opportunity to reflect on successes and to make plans and goals for the future. 
I am grateful to our teachers and support staff for the mammoth amounts of work that have gone into delivering programs, testing, assessing and reporting on 
your son’s progress. Remember also the many wonderful experiences he will have had during the year at school and take the time to celebrate and be proud of 
the journey they have taken. 
 
In staffing news, I am pleased to announce that Mr Jason McMinn will return to us next year after two years in Sydney and Canberra schools. Jason is very excited 
to be returning to the College. I am also pleased to let you know that Ms Melissa Taglieri will join us as a Junior School teacher. Mel has been working in London 
for the past two years and brings excellent experience in diverse and challenging roles. I know you will make both teachers welcome as the New Year begins. 
 
Please do not forget to keep a good track on the calendar over the next few weeks. There are a number of College events coming up. I wish you and your families 
well in the busy times as the year winds up. 
 
I leave you in the hearts of Jesus and Mary. 
 
Eamonn Moore

JUNIOR SCHOOL CURRICULAR BANDS

Places are filling quickly in both of the Junior School Bands. As places are 
limited, please ensure you return your enrolment forms as soon as possible. 
 
Whether you’re an absolute beginner or someone continuing, any student 
in the Junior School can elect to study band as an extension to their normal 
Performing Arts class. 
 
All students have one private lesson each week with a specialist instrumental 
teacher. 
 
Beginner students join the Junior Premiers Band after their first few weeks 
of private lessons. Students with existing experience join the Junior All Stars 
Band. 
 
You can take the risk out of starting an instrument by hiring one of our many 
instruments. Please see the information pack for more details. 
 
The information pack and enrolment forms can be downloaded here.
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VINNIES SOCIAL JUSTICE DAY

A dozen Year 7 and 8 students recently attended the Vinnies Social Justice 
Day with Mini Vinnies coordinator Mr Narayan.  
 
Students from across the Archdiocese participated in workshops with Caritas 
Australia and commenced planning their school-based projects for 2019. 

With 2.2 million people living below the poverty line in Australia, including 
over half a million children, your donation allows the St Vincent de Paul 
Society Canberra/Goulburn to provide more than immediate help, it 
provides something much more valuable – the opportunity for a better life. 
 
This year, we are again asking 
members of the Marist 
community to join us in making 
a difference to people’s lives by 
making donations of  
non-perishable foods, toys, 
gift cards, toiletries, sporting 
equipment and school supplies 
for the Vinnies Christmas Appeal. 
Essentially, anything that would 
make a Christmas an enjoyable 
one can be donated.  
 
We ask that all gifts remain 
unwrapped so they can be easily 
identified and given to the right 
families. Please also ensure any 
food given has an expiry date 
beyond six months so families 
have plenty of time to consume it. 
 
In the Senior School, donations can made through House Group and in the 
Junior School, donations can be dropped off in the classrooms. The College’s 
Vinnies service groups would like to take this opportunity to thank you for 
your ongoing support throughout the year.

VINNIES CHRISTMAS APPEAL -  
CALL FOR DONATIONS 
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The ACT Government’s Secondary Bursary Scheme provides financial 
assistance to low-income families with student(s) in Years 7-10. The ACT 
Secondary Bursary Scheme is an annual payment of $750 per eligible student. 
 
Applications must be lodged by this Friday, 30 November 2018, to ensure 
eligible applicants receive payment in February or March 2019. Please click 
here for more information. 
 
A copy of the Application Form can be obtained from the College’s Finance 
Office. 

2019 ACT SECONDARY BURSARY 
SCHEME – APPLICATIONS OPEN

THE FIFTH DECADE –  
NOW AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE!

To mark 50 years of Marist education in Canberra, the College has published 
‘The Fifth Decade’. 
 
Now available to purchase, this book gives voice to a wide variety of 
people who have been part of the College over the years - current and 
former students, parents, staff and Brothers - in both words and over 220 
photographs. 
 
The candid memories and thoughts of former Headmaster Richard Sidorko are 
also included throughout the book’s nine chapters.  
 
The book covers all facets of the College, from teaching and learning to  
co-curricular and community. 
 
Don’t miss out on your copy which is available from the Uniform Shop and the 
College Finance Office at a cost of $35. 

THANK YOU TO OUR UNIFORM  
SHOP VOLUNTEERS
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WEB Basketball Club

Cricket Club
Hockey Club

Rugby Club 

Snowsports Club
Rowing Club  

Marist Canberra  
Football Club

Marist Australian  
Football Club

CRICKET

Cricket in Canberra in spring presents some challenges as shown this 
weekend. There was cold and windy conditions on Friday evening and 
Saturday, but a balmy, pleasant day on Sunday.  
 
Shyam Bhatia had a good game for U13 Div 2 Blue, scoring 54 not out from 48 
including 5 fours. With the ball, Shyam had figures of 3/1 from three overs with 
one maiden. Shyam has since been named Cricket ACT’s Junior Cricketer of 
the Week. 
 
Well done also to Cameron Bushell, U14 Div 2 Blue, who took five wickets for 
five runs last Sunday against Eastlake.

ACT SCHOOL SPORT REGISTRATION 
PROCEDURES 
 
Anyone interested in trialling for the various regional sports needs to log onto 
the ACT Sports website and register for the sport that your child wishes to 
trial. It is the responsibility of parents to monitor the website for any upcoming 
sporting events if your child is interested in competing in the regional 
competitions. Click here to access the website. 
 
A reminder: If your child is successful in being selected for an ACT team 
to participate in a national or regional tournament, you need to write a 
formal letter to the Deputy Headmaster or Head of Junior School to seek 
permission for absence from school during this period.  
 
Once the College has received such a request for your son’s participation in an 
activity with ACT Schools Sport, his absence can then be formally approved. 
Secondly, we will be also able to acknowledge his achievement in the College 
newsletter.  
 
Simon Rugala

Acting Head of Sport 

CONGRATULATIONS TO… 

Lachlan Tuckerman Year 4 who 
was selected to represent the ACT 
School Sports Athletics team that 
competed at the National Track and 
Field Championships in Melbourne 
in November.

Liam Wood Year 8 MC3 who has 
been selected to represent the 
ACT in Water Polo at the State 
Championships in Sydney in 
December. 

TEAM DIV OPPOSITION RESULT

First XI ASC Trinity College Won

Second XI Colts Tuggeranong Lost

U10 Sixers Eastlake Strikers Lost

U10 Thunder Eastlake Heat TBA

U10 Heat Tuggeranong Lost

U10 Stars Queanbeyan White Won

U10 Hurricanes Bye

U11-1 Div 1 Marist 2 Won

U11-2 Div 1 Marist 1 Lost

U11 Blue Friday Queanbeyan White TBA

U11 Royal Friday WCMCC Stars TBA

U12 Div 1 Eastlake (U13 T20) Won

U12 Div 1 Norths Blue Won

U12 Blue Div 2 St Edmund’s Blue Won

U12 Royal Div 2 St Edmund’s White Won

U12 Friday Wests Won

U13 Div 1 Ginninderra (T20) Won

U13 Div 1 Bye

U13 Blue Div 2 Daramalan Red Won

U13 Royal Div 2 Norths Red Lost

U13 Navy Div 2 Grammar Sky Won

U13 Teal Div 2 Queanbeyan Lost

U14 Div 1 Grammar Navy (T20) Lost

U14 Div 1 Radford 2 day match in progress

U14 Blue Div 2 Eastlake Eagles 2 day match in progress

U14 Royal Div 2 Grammar 2 day match in progress

U15 Div 1 Norths Blue (T20) Lost

U15 Div 1 Daramalan 2 day match in progress

U16 Navy Div 2 Ginninderra 2 day match in progress

U16 Blue Div 2 Norths Red 2 day match in progress

Mario Baldwin Year 8 MA1 and Leon Dritsas 
Year 8 CO4 who will be attending the Cannonball 
Mountain Bike competition in Thredbo in 
December. 

Jackson Cannell Year 6 
who has been selected 
in the ACT Under 13 
Oztag team that will 
compete in the State 
Cup in Coffs Harbour in 
February 2019. 
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BASKETBALL

TEAM DIV OPPOSITION RESULT

U12 College Div 1 Ginninderra Rats 46 – 56 Loss

U12 Royal Div 2 Tuggeranong Vikings 19 – 31 Loss

U12 Sky Div 3 Radford Roadrunners 13 – 14 Loss

U12 Blue Div 4 St Edmund’s College White 20 – 11 Win

U12 Marine Div 4 Canberra City Stallions   9 – 36 Loss

U12 Navy Div 5 Bye

U12 Cobalt Div 6 Tuggeranong Vikings 26 – 10 Win

U14 College Div 1 Tuggeranong Vikings 98 – 44 Win

U14 Royal Div 2 Marist Sky 50 – 19 Win

U14 Sky Div 2 Marist Royal 19 – 50 Loss

U14 Blue Div 3 Marist Navy 29 – 28 Win

U14 Navy Div 3 Marist Blue 28 – 29 Loss

U14 Marine Div 4 Canberra City Stallions 11 – 22 Loss

U14 Cobalt Div 4 Daramalan College 26 – 29 Loss

U14 Steel Div 4 Gungahlin Flames Black 61 – 10 Win

U14 Sapphire Div 4 Gungahlin Flames Purple 11 – 29 Loss

U14 Aqua Div 5 WC Woden Dodgers 12 – 17 Loss

U14 Teal Div 5 Tuggeranong Vikings 46 –   8 Win

U14 Indigo Div 6 Gungahlin Flames 20 –   0 Win

U14 Cyan Div 6 Ginninderra Rats 13 – 23 Loss

U16 College Div 1 Bye

U16 Royal Div 2 Marist Sky 34 – 27 Win

U16 Sky Div 2 Marist Royal 27 – 34 Loss

U16 Blue Div 2 Bye

U16 Navy Div 3 Queanbeyan Roadrunners 37 – 33 Win

U16 Marine Div 3 Norths 36 – 30 Win

U16 Cobalt Div 3 Ginninderra Lake Rats 18 – 28 Loss

U16 Steel Div 4 Bye

U16 Aqua Div 4 Marist Sapphire 41 – 69 Loss

U16 Sapphire Div 4 Marist Aqua 69 – 41 Win

U16 Teal Div 5 Canberra City Stallions 23 – 36 Loss

U16 Indigo Div 5 CGS Suns 49 – 14 Win

U16 Cyan Div 6 CGS Heat 28 – 28 Draw

U16 Azure Div 6 Bye

U19 College Div 1 Warriors Green 59 – 61 Loss

U19 Royal Div 2 Ginninderra Lake Rats 42 – 53 Loss

U19 Sky Div 2 St Edmund’s College 11 – 38 Loss

U19 Blue Div 3 St Edmund’s College White 41 – 30 Win

U19 Navy Div 3 WC Woden Dodgers 39 – 49 Loss

U19 Marine Div 4 Marist Steel 30 – 35 Loss

U19 Cobalt Div 4 Ginninderra Rats 26 – 44 Loss

U19 Steel Div 4 Marist Marine 35 – 30 Win

U19 Aqua Div 5 Canberra City Stallions 23 – 32 Loss

U19 Sapphire Div 6 Bye
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