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Important dates
 
Monday 11 February  
Year 12 Tertiary Information evening

Tuesday 12 February
Junior School Parent Information evening, 7.00pm

Wednesday 13 February
Year 7 Induction Day
Year 9 Integration Day
Year 11 Study Program
Year 12 Study Day

Thursday 14 February 
Year 8-12 New Students Morning Tea

Friday 15 February
New Parent Welcome Drinks, 5.30pm – 7.00pm, 

Pavilion

Monday 18 February
Open Morning Tour, 9.00am
House Council Training

Tuesday 19 February
Senior School Swimming Carnival

Thursday 21 February 
Commencement Mass Year 4-12, 12 noon
Opening and Blessing of the Jubilee Building
Year 12 QCS Skills

Friday 22 February
Dempsey House Day
Academic Awards Ceremony Year 8-12

Monday 25 February
Junior School Swimming Carnival

Monday 25 February -  
Friday 1 March
Year 9 Bungarra Challenge
Year 11 Retreats

Wednesday 27 February  
Year 12 Study Day

Friday 1 March
School Clean Up Australia Day

Monday 4 March
Junior School GRIP Leadership

Continued on next page ...
Follow Marist College Canberra on Facebook, Twitter  

and Instagram!

Dear Marist Family,
 
Welcome back and a special welcome to those boys and families 
joining Marist College Canberra for the first time. As is always the 
case, the end of any year is frantic and we all heave a sigh of relief 
when the academic year comes to an end. In reality, however, 
after the euphoria of a ‘quiet’ school for the following few days, this 
school without the boys is a pretty soulless place! 
 
It is always a pleasure to greet new students on their arrival at 
the beginning of a new school year. There is always a palpable 
mixture of excitement and anticipation along with uncertainty and 
apprehension particularly for boys joining our community for the 
first time. We hope the partnership between home and school will support the boys to quickly 
settle into the new school year with a sense of rigour and purpose. 

Being Holy Today
This year’s theme for the College is a response to the call from Pope Francis for holiness in 
today’s world. It would be true to say, however, that holiness has something of a bad name. Most 
of us see it linked to one of two behaviours: either being so unworldly as to be hardly on the 
planet at all, or to have assumed an air of spiritual superiority. Certainly most Catholics would shy 
away from these images of holiness or, for that matter, as a serious aim in life.  
 
Yet the call to holiness is universal and 
the practice of it should be as natural and 
familiar as any good habit. The parent 
who cares lovingly for a child, the teacher 
who helps a student struggling to fit in, 
the office staff who behaves kindly to an 
upset parent, the owner of a business who 
behaves honourably towards their staff and 
customers. Indeed anyone can aspire to be 
holy.  
 
Acts of kindness are the essence of holiness and are not remote from everyday life. It is the very 
stuff life is made of, our warts and all. Holiness and wholeness are first cousins and anyone can 
be a saint. Pope Francis insists, holiness does not imply never making a mistake or never falling 
short; it is living in a humble awareness of God in our lives. This is the essence of our work here 
at the College. We want our boys to be open to the presence of God in the everyday and assist 
them in making Jesus known and loved. Marist is a place of encounter with God and it is our hope 
is that we are successful in assisting boys to grow in faith by placing the religious journey at the 
centre of the boys’ lives. 

 

Staff Faith Formation
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Please note that all non-medical related absence from school outside 
of calendared holiday times is actively discouraged by the College. To 
perform to the best of their ability, boys need continuity in their classes 
to enable them the best opportunity to develop and learn. Any planned 
absence from school that is longer than two days requires approval 
from the Deputy Headmaster’s office (ryangreer@mcc.act.edu.au). 
Parents and carers need to apply in writing, at least two weeks prior to 
the proposed absence, setting out the reasons for the proposed absence.    
 
Special family circumstances such as weddings, reunions and milestone 
birthdays are grounds for leave applications to be made in certain 
circumstances. However, travel for holidays outside of the official 
holiday period are not seen as grounds for approved absence to be 
given. Further, please note that planned absence during exam time will 
generally not be approved.    
 
 

I would encourage all families to consider carefully the negative impacts 
of missing school time and thank you in advance for your commitment to 
maximising your son’s face-to-face learning time and giving him the best 
opportunity to succeed with his studies. 
 
Students who are absent because of illness will need to follow the normal 
absentee procedures. 
 
Thank you 
 
Ryan Greer

Deputy Headmaster

FROM THE HEADMASTER CONTINUED...

2018 Year 12 Results
It is with pleasure that we congratulate the Class of 2018 on their very 
pleasing Year 12 results. I was particularly delighted to see the diversity 
of results, with achievements across the board, from IT to Visual Arts, 
from English to Maths, from Engineering to Chemistry. Many students 
pursued their individual passion and interests, with great diligence and 
determination.  
 
The Class of 2018 was a year group who earned our deepest respect for 
the young men they became. They were strong, ethical, kind, intelligent 
and thoughtful. They were a year group who led our community with great 
passion, and role modelled a life marked by compassion and inclusion.  
 
Congratulations to Dux of the College, Matthew Wooding, for achieving 
an ATAR of 99.9. Proxime Accessit is David Cordeiro, College Service 
Captain, with an ATAR of 99.6. Nearly half of our students received 
an ATAR above 80 while 19 of our students were in the top 5% of the 
country.  
 
Our top 10 results: 

• Matthew Wooding - 99.90
• David Cordeiro - 99.60
• Kyle Hancock - 99.35
• Gianni Nardi - 99.05
• Sam Perkins - 98.85
• Daniel Lowe - 98.75
• Lawson Huet - 98.70
• Chris Tran - 98.60
• Thomas Sheahan - 98.50
• James Champion - 97.95

Their Year 12 results, whilst pleasing, are only a part of the story. There 
are a number of boys for whom completing the academic year was a 
huge achievement and others who will be the first of their families to 
attend university. Many of the stories of achievement will not be told for 
decades but the seeds have been planted now, and will continue to grow 
and bloom. 

Back to school conversation
Although the summer holidays are a fantastic time for the boys to rest, 
recover and enjoy a break from school, it can be a challenge getting 
back into a school routine. To aid the transition back to school, it may be 
worthwhile to spend some time with your son to discuss their hopes for 
the new school year.  
 
Some worthwhile discussion points may include:
1. Review the past year
2. Set clear goals
3. Establish a routine
4. Understand expectations

On behalf of the staff, I extend to all our best wishes and blessings for 
this new year. It is our hope that 2019 brings to all within the Marist 
College Canberra community much happiness and fulfilment. We have 
record enrolments, some wonderful new students and highly qualified 
staff joining the community, and an impressive Year 12 to lead us. As we 
journey together throughout the year, may we enjoy that collegiality and 
friendships that are the hallmarks of a caring and supportive community. 
 
May St Marcellin continue to watch over our boys and their families. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Matthew Hutchison
Headmaster

STUDENTS WHO ARE GOING TO BE 
ABSENT FROM SCHOOL
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STAFFING UPDATE

NEW STAFF 2019 - TERM ONE

Phil Belcher Carmelina Paragalli
Kathy Belcourt Mark Partridge
Adrian Bowers Liam Stakelum
Matt Calder Melissa Taglieri
Stephanie Kwong Donna Trucillo
Andrea Lucas Sam Walton
Leonie Owens Bernadette Yeo
Jason McMinn

Stephanie Kwong
I am a primary school teacher and have taught 
at many schools across the ACT, most recently 
at Canberra Girls Grammar School. My favourite 
sports are horse riding and rugby. I cannot wait to 
have a fabulous year at the College in the Junior 
School. 

Phil Belcher
I teach Religious Education as well as Health and 
Physical Education, and am very excited to be the 
McMahon House Dean. I am an Old Boy of the 
College and graduated in 2001. I have a fabulous 
wife and four sons. I love most sports and I am a 
keen fan of the Canberra Raiders, Collingwood 
Magpies and Arsenal football teams.

Andrea Lucas
I have three children of whom two attend Marist 
College Canberra. I grew up in Queanbeyan but 
have lived in Canberra for more than 20 years. I 
have been privileged to work in learning support for 
the last five years. I am very excited to be joining 
the learning support team at the College and look 
forward to a great year ahead.   

Kathy Belcourt
I am an English teacher on exchange here from 
Alliston, Ontario in Canada, exchanging with Ms 
Julie Ward. When I left Ontario not quite two weeks 
ago, the weather was minus 38C. While I know 
about ice hockey, I don’t know much about Cricket 
or Aussie Football but am anxious to learn. 

Adrian Bowers
I am a Health and Physical Education teacher 
from Toronto, Canada, and am here on a one year 
exchange program. I love basketball (Go Raptors!). 
I’m very much looking forward to learning about 
Australian education, lifestyle as well as avoiding a 
Canadian winter for a year!

Leonie Owens
I am a Special Education teacher with a passion for 
working inclusively with students to increase their 
skill base, and am excited about returning to Marist 
education after teaching elsewhere for the last 
seven years. I am originally from the north coast 
of NSW. I am interested in being involved with the 
basketball program and I am a cricket tragic. I also 
enjoy time with extended family possible now that I 
am living in Canberra.

Matthew Calder
I am an Old Boy of the College (1997) and a Social 
Science teacher, specialising in History. I have 
previously taught at St Edmund’s College for the 
past eight years and I am very passionate about 
archaeology, sport and politics. I genuinely look 
forward to my own two sons attending the College 
in the future and I’m looking forward to a great year 
at the school in 2019. 

Carmelina Paragalli
I am an English and Italian teacher in my first year 
of teaching. Having completed my final university 
placement at the College, I am very excited and 
grateful to be beginning my teaching career here. 

Jason McMinn
I’m very excited to be returning to Marist College 
Canberra after a few years away living interstate. 
I am teaching Year 6 and I’m so proud to be 
a “Marist Man”. I cannot wait to see again the 
students I’ve taught in previous years. I am looking 
forward to a terrific year ahead. 
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STAFFING UPDATE CONT...
Mark Partridge
I am a Social Science teacher specialising in 
Business Education. I am originally from Wales but 
have been living in Australia for just over 15 years. 
I have been a teacher for over 25 years, although 
for the last seven years, I have been working in 
Corrective Services. I have a keen interest in all 
sport generally and rowing specifically. I am really 
looking forward to my return to teaching at Marist.

Donna Trucillo
I am a Drama and Dance teacher originally from 
Sydney. My very active young daughter and my two 
fur children (a couple of border collies) keep me 
very busy when at home. I am pleased to begin my 
time here at the College.

Liam Stakelum
I am delighted to be back at Marist after several 
years working at St John Paul II College in 
Nicholls. I have taught History, PE, Religion and 
Maths and will be taking on the role as Assistant 
Head of School - Learning and Teaching this year 
at Marist. The College has such a tremendous 
focus on community, and the relationship between 
the students and the teacher is one of the many 
reasons I always wanted to return. I look forward to 
working in partnership with the school community 
this year - parents, staff, and students. 

Sam Walton
I am the ICT Operations Team Leader and I was 
previously employed by St Mary Mackillop College 
Canberra. I’m really looking forward to a great year 
at the College. 

Melissa Taglieri
I am Primary School trained and have spent the 
past two years teaching Year 5 in London and 
spent my school holidays travelling around Europe. 
I love teaching, writing and RE, and am excited to 
work with the boys here at the College.

Bernadette Yeo
I am the new Speech Pathologist to the College. 
I have relocated from the Armidale Diocese and 
prior to that have worked with Sydney Catholic 
Schools. I am looking forward to meeting and 
working with students, parents and staff. The 
speech pathology role is part of the Enrichment 
and Learning Support (ELS) Team and exists to 
support students at school with communication 
difficulties that impact on academic learning and 
social interaction. I am looking forward to the year 
ahead at the College.  

As the new school year commences, we extend a warm welcome to the 
new staff listed above. We also extend our best wishes to the following 
staff assuming new positions of responsibilities in 2019. 
 
Liam Stakelum – Assistant Head of School Learning and Teaching
Jane Pamenter – Head of Professional Learning 
Leesa Callaughan – Head of Liturgy
Grant Barclay – Head of Student Progress
Phil Belcher – McMahon House Dean
Sarah Mahar – Crispin House Dean 
David Moore - Coordinator of Food Technology
Naomi Whitehead - Year 7 and 8 Coordinator
Vasant Cheriachan – Acting House Dean Mark House (Term 1) 
Jason Duff – Acting Head of English
Tara Blacker - Acting Assistant Head of English
Dave Mallet – Acting Assistant Head of HAPE/Sport
Greg Stenning – Acting Head of Performing Arts (Term 1)
Bernadette Yeo – Speech Pathologist
Dean Parkes – Hospitality Coordinator
Sam Walton – ICT Operations Team Leader
Tracey Chifley – Administrative Assistant
Donna Gill – Registrar
Michael Seselja – Youth Ministry Officer

Congratulations to:
Congratulations to Bernard and Camille Wojcik who were married during 
the holiday period. Warm congratulations to Carla Fahey and Padric 
Büchi on the birth of their baby boy, Stirling Rex Büchi. 
 
We extend our best wishes to the following staff who are taking extended 
leave in 2019: John O’Kane (Term 1), Jarrod Schindler (Term 1), Carla 
Fahey, Luke Morwitch, Kreso Gavran, Julie Ward and Wayne McAuliffe. 
 
We welcome back the following staff: 
Rebecca Buckland, Michael Hanna, Heather Lloyd, Charini Kumarasinhe, 
Paul Mead, Peter Hawes, Andy Lofthouse, Leeanne Hooper, Jason 
McMinn and Margot Baker (Term 1). 
 
During the school holidays, Richard Wroe, the College Caretaker 
tendered his resignation. Richard has provided support, security, and 
maintenance across the College for the past four years. We wish him all 
the best for the future.  
 
Glenn Slater
Assistant Head of School – Staff and Community
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JUNIOR SCHOOL

FROM THE HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Welcome to the 2019 school year. I send a special welcome to those who re-join our Marist family this year and continue their Marist journey. Of 
course, I also welcome whole-heartedly those new families who have trusted us with the education of your sons in the creation of ‘fine young men’. 
This is a task we undertake together recognising the vital role that parents play in the upbringing of their children. It is a call for each of as teachers as 
a vocation (described by William Ayres as the “…vocation of all vocations…”) to do the best we can for the boys in our care. 
 
St Marcellin from the outset saw the Brothers community as a family unit. The document ‘In the Footsteps’ describes wonderfully the role of Marist 
Schools… “In a school setting our family spirit stands in contrast to an assembly line or results oriented education which does not respect the dignity 
and need of each young person. On the contrary, we give preferential attention to those whose needs are the greatest, who are most deprived, or who 
are going through hard times” (Footsteps, 110). 
 
I look forward to a year of honest communication with your son’s classroom teacher. Please work together to set achievable goals and keep a close 
track on where he is going. I ask that we are all supportive, optimistic and positive about the successes and challenges he will face in the coming 
months. 
 
Kids Health (www.kidshealth.org) recommends this top 10 for a successful year at school:
1. Attend Information Nights and Teacher Conferences: Be informed. Students do better when parents are interested in their academic progress.
2. Visit the school and its website: Knowing the physical layout of the school and its operations helps you connect with your son about the day.
3. Support homework expectations: Homework reinforces key concepts and teaches good organisational skills. Set up a good study environment 

(no devices!)
4. Send your child ready to learn: Kids who eat a good breakfast after a good night’s sleep are alert and ready to learn.
5. Teach organisational skills: Keep an eye on your son’s diary and calendar to help them organise and prioritise their days and tasks.
6. Teach study skills: Teach your son how to break things down into achievable chunks.  Prepare for standardised tests.
7. Know the disciplinary policies: Know about expectations and consequences.  Support the ethos and behaviour codes of the school at home, so 

they can see the team work together.
8. Get involved: Marist has a fine tradition of parent involvement in our classrooms and sporting and cultural programs. Meet your son’s peers’ 

parents and share the journey with them.  
9. Take attendance seriously: Being late, leaving early and holidays in school time are disruptive to the flow of learning. At the same time if he is 

sick – keep him home to recover well.
10. Make time to talk about school: Try to go beyond the “nothing…” when you ask what happened at school today! Ask questions and be sure to 

listen carefully to the feedback on the day. Show interest, be positive and respond honestly.

Let’s hope that some of this advice might assist in setting up good routines that are so important to our sons. Please read the great deal of information 
and communications that are coming home presently so that you are on track and well organised. 
 
I leave you in the hearts of Jesus and Mary. 
 
Eamonn Moore

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB
The Junior School is participating in Scholastic Book Club again this year. 
Catalogues will be sent home each term for you to order award winning 
and popular titles. 
 
It is easy to order. The Book Club LOOP platform for parents allows you 
to pay by credit card. Your child’s order is submitted directly to school 
and the books will be delivered to class. You can place your child’s order 
at scholastic.com.au/LOOP or using the LOOP app, which can be 
downloaded from the App Store or Google Play. 
 
All orders need to be submitted through the Scholastic LOOP online 
platform. No cash orders please. All orders need to be submitted by 
Friday 22 February. If you have any questions, please contact the Junior 
School Teacher Librarian (Karen Collins or Monica Simpson).

FIRST DAY OF 2019
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VINNIES DOORKNOCK

Based on the success of our first 
Father and Son Breakfast in 2018, 
we will be holding our Son-Rise 
Breakfast on Tuesday 26 March, 
7.30am - 8.30am, at the College.  
 
Students from Years 4-12 and a 
person of significance are invited to 
attend. 
 
Details for booking will be made 
available in the coming weeks.

Year 11 Retreats will be taking place in Week 4 of Term 1. The work of 
conducting senior retreats in Marist schools began over 29 years ago 
and is one way of assisting young people in the development of their 
spirituality. 
 
We are pleased 
to be able to offer 
our students this 
experience and 
to know that it is 
something they have in 
common with students 
in Marist schools 
across the country. 
Information for parents 
and carers will be 
available shortly on the 
Portal.

YEAR 11 RETREATS

SON-RISE BREAKFAST –  
SAVE THE DATE

Our Service Groups will start again at lunchtime on Thursday of Week 
2 in the new Mission Team area near the Canteen. The groups are open 
to students from Years 7-12.  
 
Bring your lunch and drop in to find out more about how you can roll up 
your sleeves to serve our community.

SERVICE GROUPS IN 2019

GROWING GOOD MEN RETREAT

Contact Mrs Gannon if you would like to get involved with doorknocking 
for Vinnies on Sunday 17 February.  
 
It is a great way to raise 
money for Vinnies, get fit 
in the fresh air and make 
a difference in the local 
community.  
 
Vinnies meets on Thursdays 
in the new Mission Team 
area and you can sign up to 
help doorknock. 

‘Growing Good Men’ is a unique 
opportunity for dads and their 
teenage sons to embark on 
a quest of discovery. A son’s 
relationship with his father can 
be a powerful guiding force as 
he wrestles with the questions of what kind a man he is becoming.  
 
The most important ingredient in this relationship is time. Click here for 
more information about this Retreat.
 
When:  5-7 April 2019
Where:  Warrambui Retreat Centre
Who:  Fathers and Boys in Years 7 and 8
Cost:  $400 inclusive of meals and accommodation for a father and 
 son pair.
Contact: Click here to email Nathan Ahearne

mailto:news%40mcc.act.edu.au?subject=
http://www.maristc.act.edu.au/
https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/digistorm-websites/mcc-au-act-102-website/content/Documents/News/2019/Enews/190206/Growing_Good_Men_Retreat_flyer.pdf?mtime=20190206174755
mailto:nathanahearne%40mcc.act.edu.au?subject=


Submissions: news@mcc.act.edu.au        Enquiries: (02) 6298 7200         Web: www.maristc.act.edu.au

MARIST COLLEGE ENEWS  | 6 FEBRUARY 2019

FIRST DAYS OF 2019

CANTEEN SPECIALS

Specials for Term 1:
Mondays  Spaghetti bolognaise
Tuesdays Vegetable quiche
Wednesdays Curry and rice
Thursdays Beef or vegetable lasagne 
Fridays  Fish and chips

These will be supplemented by various daily specials. Below is a list of 
these specials for the next two weeks. 
Week 1 Daily Specials:
Thursday  Beef lasagne with a slice of garlic bread
  Spinach and ricotta lasagne
Friday  Oven-baked fish and chips with tartare sauce 
  Oven-baked potato with coleslaw

Daily Specials during Week 2:
Monday  Nachos with meat and avocado
  Nachos with vegetarian salsa
Tuesday  Bratwurst sausage mash and sauerkraut
  Tomato and olive tart

Wednesday Roast beef roll with wedges 
Thursday  Sweet and sour pork with rice
   Sweet and sour vegetables with rice
Friday  Homemade sausage roll with chips
  Spinach and ricotta roll with wedges
 
Week 3 Daily Specials:
Monday  Penne carbonara with garlic bread 
  Vegetable penne with garlic bread
Tuesday  Chicken parmigiana with chips
  Eggplant parmigiana with chips
Wednesday Lamb or chicken souvlaki
  Vegetarian warm wrap 
 
A reminder that orders can be made online. Please click here for more 
information. 

All parents of new students in Years 4-12 are invited to join us for an 
informal get together on Friday 15 February 2019, 5.30pm – 7.00pm, in 
the College’s Pavilion.  
 
This is a free event. Please confirm your attendance by clicking here. 
 
Enquiries about the evening can be directed to: events@mcc.act.edu.au 
 
We look forward to welcoming our new parents.

NEW PARENT WELCOME DRINKS

2019 MARIST COLLEGE CANBERRA 
FOUNDATION EVENTS

SAVE THE DATES

We look forward to welcoming you to one or more of our Marist College 
Canberra Foundation events throughout the year. 

Foundation Golf Day Monday 8 April 2019

Blue & Blue Fundraising Dinner Friday 24 May 2019

Marist Mothers’ and Grandmothers’ Afternoon 
Tea Friday 16 August 2019

Foundation Cocktail Party Thursday 31 October 2019

Sandra Marron 
Events Officer
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WEB Basketball Club

Cricket Club
Hockey Club

Rugby Club 

Snowsports Club
Rowing Club  

Marist Canberra  
Football Club

Marist Australian  
Football Club

COLLEGE SPORT –  
WINTER SEASON REGISTRATION 
REMINDER

ACT SCHOOL SPORT REGISTRATION 
PROCEDURES 
 
Anyone interested in trialling for the various regional sports needs to log 
onto the ACT Sports website and register for the sport that your child 
wishes to trial. It is the responsibility of parents to monitor the website for 
any upcoming sporting events if your child is interested in competing in 
the regional competitions. Click here to access the website. 
 
A reminder: If your child is successful in being selected for an ACT team 
to participate in a national or regional tournament, you need to write a 
formal letter to the Deputy Headmaster or Head of Junior School 
to seek permission for absences longer than two days from school 
during this period.  
 
Once the College has received such a request for your son’s participation 
in an activity with ACT Schools Sport, his absence can then be 
formally approved. Secondly, we will be also able to acknowledge his 
achievement in the College newsletter.  
 
Paul Mead

Head of Sport 

Marist Winter Sporting Clubs will have online registration processes 
opening during February, so please check the club websites prior to 
registration for more information. Please use the links on the above 
headers to access the relevant Club website.  
 
When considering registering, there are a couple of points which all 
students need to be aware of: 

1. Students currently representing the College in cricket, basketball 
or rowing: You must continue to honour that training and playing 
commitment even if there may be an overlap with the pre-season 
training of your chosen winter sport. Your first priority is to your 
summer team. In doing this, you will not be disadvantaged in your 
winter sport selections.

2. When choosing a winter sport, remember that you are expected 
to attend all training sessions and all games during the season. In 
doing so, you are supporting your coach and your team mates.

3. College sporting teams play in an age-based competition. All boys 
are registered to play in their appropriate age level. The College 
endeavours to ensure that we maximise the participation levels 
during competition which may require the movement of students up 
an age group. The College and the clubs work together to ensure if 
there is a need for this happen, it is managed appropriately.  

 
Premier League (Football) Exemption Forms

Students who are considering playing for a local Premier League 
Football Club need to complete the Exemption form which is found on 
the Marist Football Club website. 

Paul Mead    David Mallett

Head of Sport    Assistant Head of Sport (Acting)
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