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Important dates
 
Now until Friday 22 March
Year 5 Camp

Friday 22 March
6K Class Assembly, 2.15pm, Junior School Hall

Monday 25 March
Year 4 Grandparents Day, 11.00am – 12.40pm
Basketball Presentation evening, 5.00pm, Junior 

School BBQ area

Tuesday 26 March 
Year 4-12 Son-Rise Breakfast, 7.30am – 8.30am, 

Senior Hall

Wednesday 27 March 
Year 9 Integration Day
Year 11 and 12 Study Day

Friday 29 March
Darlinghurst House Day
Haydon House Day
4R Class Assembly, Junior School Hall

Monday 1 April
Bookings close for the Marist College Canberra 

Foundation Golf Day

Tuesday 2 April
Year 7 Immunisation

Thursday 4 April -  
Wednesday 10 April
Junior School Book Fair

Thursday 4 April
South Weston Primary Swimming, AIS

Friday 5 April
Year 6 Reflection Day

Monday 8 April 
Marist College Canberra Foundation Golf Day, 

Royal Canberra Golf Club

Monday 8 April -  
Wednesday 10 April
Junior School Parent Teacher Interviews

Tuesday 9 April 
Year 7-12 Parent Teacher Interviews
ASC Swimming

Wednesday 10 April 
Year 9 Integration Day
Year 11 and 12 Study Day

Thursday 11 April 
Year 7-12 Parent Teacher Interviews

Continued on next page ...

Dear Marist Family,
 
Being Moved in Our Hearts
It has been yet another difficult week for the human family as 
we attempt to comprehend the terrorist attack in Christchurch 
last Friday. The death toll is now at 50 with so many more facing 
life-long injuries and mental health challenges. This was an 
obscene massacre. Not military targets, but civilians, targeting a 
faith community and cowardly done. It is not easy to look at the 
coverage of events in Christchurch and to know how to respond 
other than to grieve. Understandably, people are also frightened, 
they are angry. So where do we go from here?  
 
Over the past few years, we have witnessed the effect of dividing people along religious and 
ethnic lines in countries like the United States, Germany, France, United Kingdom and sadly 
here in Australia. It has the potential to destroy our cultural cohesion, even when our fingers are 
not on the trigger. The evolution of right-wing nationalist groups break up nations. They have us 
distrust our neighbour. Figures like Fraser Anning’s vicious attack against Muslims last weekend 
play on primal fears and sadly shape public opinion. We must resist becoming pawns, duped into 
being their stooges. This is a time for reasoned reflections; how could this happen? It is time for 
conversations, then judgement which moves to action.  
 
We must challenge calls that claim Islam as a violent religion whose followers hate us, we must 
dismiss the portrait of Mexicans as drug runners, or refugees as terrorists and criminals. We must, 
all of us, work for social cohesion and come together. Our history is of a country built on cultural 
diversity, of welcoming the stranger, of gathering people in from the edge. Qantas and Telstra 
have used the popular song ‘I am Australian’ in a marketing campaign which many consider as an 
alternative to the Australian national anthem. Its lyrics certainly challenge us in these times and 
reminds us to celebrate diversity in our land.  
 
The spiritual writers of our time speak of a heart-centred spirituality, a spirituality that springs 
from those feelings and emotions that touch our hearts. They boldly claim that what we do with 
our hearts affects the whole universe. The tragedy in Christchurch has moved our hearts and 
we open ourselves to feeling the pain and loss of our New Zealand neighbours and the Muslim 
community. In a sense, the melting of our hearts can bring about change to our small world, and 
in turn our wider world. 
 
Why is learning so difficult?
Following my Year 9 Mathematics class this week, a student enquired as to why learning was 
so difficult. Initially upset that he was struggling to grasp concepts, on reflection, I was pleased 
he appreciated that high levels of understanding required academic rigour. I do not believe that 
academic work, the extending of skills and knowledge should be easy. Learning is hard, it is 
suffering and it is important to teach boys this because it is actually good for them. At Marist 
College Canberra, we want our boys to experience complex work, work that is demanding and 
intellectually challenging. More importantly, we want boys to value the challenge; to strive and fail, 
and fail again, and then experience the real joy of getting it, of finally understanding a complex 
concept. The joy of mastering something, which has taken real time and effort, is unsurpassed. 
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Applications are now being accepted from families who may be 
considering enrolment at the College in 2020 (from Years 4 – 12). 
 
We would also encourage current families to let any friends who may be 
interested in enrolment that they too can now apply online at:  
www.maristc.act.edu.au/enrol-at-marist  

A reminder that applications need to be lodged no later than Friday 31 
May to be considered for enrolment in 2020. 

FROM THE HEADMASTER CONTINUED...

There is, however, a growing trend in education to choose the easy 
option. More demanding subjects such as Physics, Chemistry, high level 
Mathematics and Languages have declined in popularity over the years. 
In their place students select less demanding subjects that, when done 
very well, can achieve a more favourable ATAR outcome. For many 
students, the selection of Year 12 subjects has become a ‘form guide’ 
where decisions are made not on interest or challenge, rather on best 
ATAR for least effort.  
 
We need to remind our boys that academic work at school is challenging 
and that this is actually worthwhile. We want students to be ambitious, 
become resilient when they struggle, and respect the hardship that 
comes with learning. We do not want boys to fear getting things wrong, 
to avoid taking academic risks, to seek the answer without understanding 
the process of getting there; that is not education. I often explain to my 
Mathematics students that they learn more when they make mistakes! 
 

We believe at Marist College Canberra one of our most important roles 
is to provide academic challenge and not accept mediocrity. We want our 
boys to be proud to have a go, to strive and work hard, again and again. 
 
We all like to do the things that we find easy but learning is not about 
practicing things we already understand. Learning is having the fortitude 
and determination to do the work that is challenging. 
 
May St Marcellin continue to watch over our boys and their families. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Matthew Hutchison
Headmaster

ENROLMENT FOR 2020 

HISTORY ADVENTURE

The students in the Year 9 elective, History Adventure, interviewed 
former staff member Col Brown on Tuesday 12 March. He responded 
to questions about his time as Patrick House Dean from 1989-99 and 
informed the boys that Patrick House had been the first to experiment 
with vertical House Groups in the 1990s and that the Patrick corridor had 
once resembled a rainforest. 
 
The daily ‘expect the unexpected’ had been a characteristic of his tenure 
and he doubted if it was any different today. One of his fondest memories 
was of Patrick House Day when Patrick House battled against all other 
houses (‘the Barbarians’) in a game of Gaelic football. 
 
Mr Brown reminded the boys that the strength of the House system was 
that there was always at least one member of staff who was concerned 
about each of them as an individual.

Liz McGinnis
Head of Social Science

CURRICULUM IN FOCUS

Assignment Help is offered every Wednesday and Thursday from after 
school to 4.30pm in the Senior School Library. This is the place to come 
for boys in Years 7-12 who need help with assignments or homework.  
 
It is targeted for students who may struggle with organisation, getting 
started on a piece of work, or editing and finishing up an assignment 
before handing it in. The teachers on duty cover a range of subjects and 
are proactive in helping the boys to produce their best work.

ASSIGNMENT HELP IS AVAILABLE
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JUNIOR SCHOOL

‘BE YOU’ RESOURCES FOR FAMILIES

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Be You is a government-funded initiative, led by Beyond Blue. In 
response to the National Mental Health Commission Review, Be You 
was developed, bringing together many organisations, programs and 
resources. Be You integrates the previous stand alone programs of 
Kidsmatter, Mindmatters and Headspace programs.
 
The Be You website is a wonderful resource for both parents and 
educators. I highly recommend all parents navigate through and read 
their fact sheets as a starting place if you have any concerns about your 
son’s wellbeing, anxiety, school refusal, personal development or mental 
health, including suicide prevention.  
 
Kirsty Bell
Head of Student Wellbeing – Junior School

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR

Did you know that research shows reading for pleasure not only has 
a positive impact on test scores, but aids in the emotional and social 
development of children?  
 
The staff in the Junior School Library are passionate about helping your 
son develop their identity as an independent and enthusiastic reader. 
Throughout the year, we hold special events to support the work we do 
each week in the classroom.   
 
The upcoming Scholastic Book Fair will be a celebration of reading and 
offers a selection of affordable books, including the newest titles for every 
reading level. The Junior School Library will be hosting the Book Fair 
from Thursday 4 to Wednesday 10 April. The Fair will be open during 
normal school hours, as well as extended hours during Parent/Teacher 
interviews. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to the Book Fair and would like to 
thank parents in anticipation of their support of this event.

AFP CYBER SAFETY ‘THINK YOU KNOW’ 
PRESENTATIONS

On Thursday 28 March, 
all Year 5 and 6 students 
will attend Cyber Safety 
presentations from AFP 
Officers.  
 
This is an opportunity for 
all families to discuss with 
their boys how to stay safe 
whilst using the internet, 
as well as having honest 
discussions on how to judge 
if their actions and words 
online may offend or harm 
the recipient. 
 
If you are wondering how to start these discussions with your boys, the 
AFP Think You Know website has a variety of resources for Parents, 
including a ‘Family internet safety contract’ that families can develop 
together.  
 
Another handy resource for families navigating the complicated world of 
appropriate internet use, cyber safety and cyber bullying is the E Safety 
Office’s website.  
 
Kirsty Bell

Head of Student Wellbeing – Junior School

CLASS CAPTAINS – TERM 1
Congratulations to our Class Captains for Term 1. We look forward to 
your good leadership and support. Click here to view the list.  

mailto:news%40mcc.act.edu.au?subject=
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JUNIOR SCHOOL

Well done to all boys on a fantastic day at the Junior School Athletics 
Carnival. The participation and sportsmanship throughout the day was 
great to see. Congratulations to O’Donoghue House for winning their 
second carnival of the year. They were closely followed by Chisholm, 
Hartigan and Demspey. 
 
The Age Champions for 2019 are: 

9 years: Bronislav Vincenc

10 years: Kieran Shepherd

11 years: Billy Harding

12 years: Will Polinelli 

 
Alan Keogh

Sport Coordinator

JUNIOR SCHOOL ATHLETICS CARNIVAL

Junior School families are reminded that the boys will wear their winter 
uniforms from day 1 of Term 2. Please ensure your son has the 
appropriate uniform items, including their tie and College blazer, ready for 
the beginning of next term.  
 
Winter uniform also includes the boys being able to wear their College 
beanie at recess and lunch breaks.  
 
A reminder that sports beanies are not part of the formal College uniform 
and may be worn at trainings or to and from their sports games on the 
weekend.  
 
Kirsty Bell
Head of Student Wellbeing – Junior School

WINTER UNIFORMSGRIP LEADERSHIP TRAINING
Congratulations to our Year 6 School 
and House Captains who recently 
attended the GRIP student leadership 
training day at the AIS.  
 
The boys had fun learning how to be a 
strong leader with the personal traits of 
confidence with humility, being focused 
on others, showing empathy and being 
reliable. Thank you to Mr Moore who 
accompanied the boys for the day. 
 
Kirsty Bell

Head of Student Wellbeing – Junior School

Reminder - NAPLAN at the College
NAPLAN will again be conducted online at the College. The dates for 
online testing for 2019 are 14-24 May. All boys in Years 5, 7 and 9 boys 
will participate in this national assessment. Parents are encouraged to 
visit the NAPLAN website for information. The College will send home 
information as it becomes available.  
 

ICAS in 2019
Please note that all ICAS will be conducted in September 2019 over 
a two-week window. This is very different to previous years. More 
information will come home to selected boys later in the year. 
 
Gerard Galvin
Curriculum Coordinator

CURRICULUM NEWS
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Students in Years 5-8 are invited to participate in Crossroads Lenten 
activities run by Youth Ministers Ethan and Michael every Friday  
until Easter.  
 
The group meets in the Mission Team area near the Canteen. 
 
They would love to see some more boys from Year 7 and 8 attend  
this week.

CROSSROADS

MARIST LIFE GATHERING

Members and friends of the Canberra Marist Association met at HOME 
in Queanbeyan last Wednesday for the first Regional Gathering of 
2019. This wonderfully diverse group spent time considering what it 
means to live a consecrated life as a Marist and the wisdom of 
tenderness. In his own reflective way, Fr Peter Day challenged the 
group to consider honestly the purpose, effectiveness and future of 
large institutional religion, particularly in the current climate of the 
Church in Australia. 
 
This led to rich discussions around new models of ecclesiology, 
exploration of the charism of Marist education, and considering what it 
means to support both the spiritual and physical needs of the poor and 
the way in which we care for the most vulnerable.  
 
The conversations continued over a shared meal in the HOME dining 
room. We thank the HOME community for graciously welcoming the 
Marist community and look forward to other opportunities to support 
each other in faith and friendship.

GROWING GOOD MEN RETREAT

‘Growing Good Men’ is a unique 
opportunity for dads and their 
teenage sons to embark on 
a quest of discovery. A son’s 
relationship with his father can 
be a powerful guiding force as 

he wrestles with the questions of what kind of man he is becoming.  
 
The most important ingredient in this relationship is time. Click here for 
more information about this Retreat.
 
When:  Friday 5 - Sunday 7 April 2019
Where:  Warrambui Retreat Centre
Who:  Fathers and boys in Years 7 and 8
Cost:  $400 inclusive of meals and accommodation for a father and 
 son pair.
Contact: Click here to email Nathan Ahearne. 
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Recruitment is currently underway for eligible families to participate in 
The Smith Family’s Saver Plus program in 2019. The program sees your 
savings matched, dollar for dollar, up to the value of $500 for education 
costs. These matched funds can be put towards items such as laptops, 
school uniforms and shoes, amongst many other items. Click here for 
more information on the program. 

SAVER PLUS PROGRAM FOR 2019

COLLEGE REPRESENTATIVES ATTEND 
ST PATRICK’S DAY SERVICE

Representatives from the Senior School’s Patrick House and their 
parents were invited to attend an ecumenical St Patrick’s Day service at 
the Australian Centre for Christianity and Culture on Sunday.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictured in the above photo, from left to right, are: Dixon English  
(Patrick House Dean), George Kelly (Patrick House Vice-Captain), 
Senator David Smith (Senator for the ACT and a parent at the College), 
Damien English (TD Minister of State with special responsibility for 
Housing and Urban development - Irish Government), Alex Haseler 
(Patrick House Service Captain), and Martha McEvoy (President of the 
Friends of Ireland Society). 

 
The Mothers’ Mass and Retreat Day is being held on Friday 10 May.  
 
Mass will start at 8.30am in the Senior Hall, with Year 4-12 students also 
welcome to attend.  
 
This will be followed by the Mothers’ Retreat, commencing at 10.15am.  
 
Registration details for both events will be available shortly.

MOTHERS’ MASS AND RETREAT -  
SAVE THE DATE

FOUNDATION GOLF DAY –  
BOOKINGS AND MAJOR RAFFLE

A reminder that bookings 
are open for the 2019 
Marist College Canberra 
Foundation Golf Day 
which is being held on 
Monday 8 April at Royal 
Canberra Golf Club. The 
main purpose of the Day 
is to raise funds and 
awareness for the Br Mark 
May Bursary Fund. 
 
We are looking forward to 
a fantastic day of golf, which is open to all levels of golfers. Click here to 
book your spot by Monday 1 April. 
 
Major Raffle
The Marist community is also welcome to purchase a ticket in the Golf 
Day’s major raffle that will be drawn on Monday 8 April. You do not have 
to attend the Golf Day to purchase a ticket.   
 
Tickets are $100 each and include the following prizes: 
 
First Prize:
• $7,000 Flight Centre travel voucher or 
• $7,000 trip to New Zealand for four guests playing golf on some 

of New Zealand’s best golf courses including accommodation, car 
hire, green fees and golf carts. A total of $1,600 towards airfares is 
included in the prize.

Second Prize:
• $1,500 Accommodation voucher at any Peppers Resort in Australia 

or New Zealand.

Third Prize:
• Royal Canberra Golf Club package for four guests including golf 

carts, green fees, lunch and drinks valued at $900. Prize winners do 
not need to be members.

Fourth Prize:
• Hotel Realm Buvette Bliss overnight accommodation package 

including dinner and drinks for two with late check out and 
undercover parking valued at $479.

 
Click here to purchase your raffle tickets.    
 
Thank you for your support of our efforts to raise funds for the Br Mark 
May Bursary Fund that provides assistance to financially disadvantaged 
families wishing to send their son to the College. 
 
Sandra Marron
Events Officer

MARIST COLLEGE CANBERRA FOUNDATION

GOLF DAY 2019

MONDAY 8 APRIL 2019 

ROYAL CANBERRA GOLF CLUB

SAVE THE D
ATE!

PROGRAM
7.45 am  Registration & Breakfast in the Member’s Lounge
8.40 am Welcome and Team Briefing
9.00 am Shot Gun Start
1.30 pm Buffet Lunch and Presentations in the Westbourne Room
3.30pm Event concludes

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

• Major Naming Rights for Golf  Day $12,000

• 18 Individual Hole Sponsorships $2,860

• 1 Drinks Cart Sponsorship $2,860

• Breakfast Sponsorship $2,860

• Lunch Sponsorship $2,860

• Team Only entry fee $1,760

BOOKINGS NOW OPEN

Book Here:  www.golfdays.com.au/marist2019

Bookings Close:  Friday 29 March 2019

Event Enquiries:  Sandra Marron

  Events Officer

  Marist College Canberra

  (02) 6298 7200

  events@mcc.act.edu.au

PRE-ORDERED BLAZERS 
Pre-ordered blazers have arrived and are ready to collect from the 
Uniform Shop. In preparation for the changeover to winter uniform in Term 
2, please click here to see our trading hours for the rest of the Term.  
 
It is best not to leave your winter purchases until Week 10.
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WEB Basketball Club

Cricket Club
Hockey Club

Rugby Club 

Snowsports Club
Rowing Club  

Marist Canberra  
Football Club

Marist Australian  
Football Club

SUMMER BASKETBALL  
PRESENTATION EVENING
The presentation evening for the summer Basketball season is being 
held on Monday 25 March. 
 
Students and parents are advised to arrive at 5.00pm for a 5.30pm 
start at the Junior School BBQ area. Students are to dress in full 
school uniform.

On 7 and 8 March, the College enjoyed another great day of Inter House 
competition in perfect conditions for our Track and Field competition. 
It was a hard fought battle in fine competitive spirit to gain more 
points towards the Champagnat Cup. I would like to acknowledge the 
tremendous work of our carnival officials, including parents, grounds 
staff, Year 12 leaders, Calwell Little Athletics Club, and teaching staff who 
ensured this was a successful community day. 
 
Special 
congratulations 
must go to Mark 
House for taking 
out the ‘unofficial 
blue ribbon event’ 
the senior Tug of 
War. 
 
In the Junior Age 
group, Crispin 
House were placed 
in third position, 
Patrick House 
were second with 
Haydon House as eventual winners.  
 
The intermediate category is the combined total of the 14 and 15 year 
age groups. Haydon House placed third behind Crispin House, with 
Conway House this year’s winners. 
 
The senior trophy saw Conway House take third position, Haydon House 
in second place and Crispin House as senior champions. 
 
The results for the Br Mark Gilloghy Shield for Inter House Athletics 
overall Champion House are as follows: Conway House took third place, 
Haydon House placed second with Crispin House, the 2019 Champion 
House. Crispin House Sports Captain Cody Webb and House Dean 
Sarah Mahar are extremely proud of the efforts of the House.  
 
Mr Mallett will contact all members who qualified to go on through to the 
ASC competition later in the year.

SENIOR SCHOOL ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

Simon Rugala

Acting Head of Physical Education and Carnival Convener

ACT SCHOOL SPORT REGISTRATION 
PROCEDURES 
 
Anyone interested in trialling for the various regional sports needs to log 
onto the ACT Sports website and register for the sport that your child 
wishes to trial. It is the responsibility of parents to monitor the website for 
any upcoming sporting events if your child is interested in competing in 
the regional competitions. Click here to access the website. 
 
A reminder: If your child is successful in being selected for an ACT team 
to participate in a national or regional tournament, you need to write a 
formal letter to the Deputy Headmaster or Head of Junior School 
to seek permission for absences longer than two days from school 
during this period.  
 
Once the College has received such a request for your son’s participation 
in an activity with ACT Schools Sport, his absence can then be 
formally approved. Secondly, we will be able to also acknowledge his 
achievement in the College newsletter.  
 
Paul Mead

Head of Sport 

CONGRATULATIONS TO… 

Max Rosin Year 12 LA7 who has 
been selected to represent the 
ACT at the Australian Athletics 
Championships to be held in 
Sydney in April. 

Lachlan Tuckerman Year 5  
who recently competed at the ACT 
State Championships, winning the 
ACT State Age Champion for both 
long jump and triple jump.

House Junior PL Inter PL Senior PL Overall PL

Conway 200  701 1 497 3 1398 3

Crispin 362 3 672 2 746 1 1780 1

Darlinghurst 289  423  451  1163  

Haydon 446 1 582 3 642 2 1670 2

Lavalla 300  411  443  1154  

Mark 273  564  385  1222  

McMahon 292  523  441  1256  

Patrick 405 2 477  403  1285  
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BASKETBALL

TEAM DIV OPPOSITION RESULT
U12 College Div 1 WC Woden Dodgers 54 – 20 Win
U12 Royal Div 2 Canberra City Stallions 17 – 41 Loss
U12 Sky Div 3 Gungahlin Flames 17 – 13 Win
U12 Blue Div 4 Canberra City Stallions 13 – 72 Loss
U12 Marine Div 4 St Edmund’s College White   5 –   9 Loss
U12 Navy Div 5 Canberra City Stallions   1 – 55 Loss
U12 Cobalt Div 6 Tuggeranong Southern Cross 16 – 27 Loss
U14 College Div 1 Canberra City Stallions 56 – 71 Loss
U14 Royal Div 2 Norths 30 – 55 Loss
U14 Sky Div 2 Tuggeranong Southern Cross 23 – 52 Loss
U14 Blue Div 3 Marist Navy 35 – 27 Win
U14 Navy Div 3 Marist Blue 27 – 35 Loss
U14 Marine Div 4 Tuggeranong Southern Cross 21 – 38 Loss
U14 Cobalt Div 4 Daramalan College 22 – 38 Loss
U14 Steel Div 4 Bye

U14 Sapphire Div 4 Gungahlin Flames Purple
18 – 18 
Draw

U14 Aqua Div 5 Tuggeranong Vikings 20 – 24 Loss
U14 Teal Div 5 Radford Pacers 48 –   9 Win
U14 Indigo Div 6 Gungahlin Flames 16 – 30 Loss
U14 Cyan Div 6 Ginninderra Rats 23 – 36 Loss
U16 College Div 1 Daramalan College Forfeit - Win
U16 Royal Div 2 Marist Blue 55 – 27 Win
U16 Sky Div 2 Norths 20 – 63 Loss
U16 Blue Div 2 Marist Royal 27 – 55 Loss
U16 Navy Div 3 Tuggeranong Vikings 50 – 19 Win
U16 Marine Div 3 Radford Hawks 37 – 15 Win
U16 Cobalt Div 3 Bye
U16 Steel Div 4 Radford Titans 48 – 19 Win
U16 Aqua Div 4 Tuggeranong Vikings 24 – 53 Loss
U16 Sapphire Div 4 Daramalan College White 28 – 25 Win
U16 Teal Div 5 Canberra City Stallions 20 – 30 Loss
U16 Indigo Div 5 CGS Suns 37 –   6 Win
U16 Cyan Div 5 Daramalan College White 43 – 20 Win
U16 Azure Div 6 Gungahlin Flames 33 – 14 Win
U19 College Div 1 Tuggeranong Vikings 75 – 86 Loss
U19 Royal Div 2 Belconnen Ramblers 56 – 37 Win
U19 Sky Div 2 CGS Spurs 39 – 43 Loss
U19 Blue Div 3 Burgmann Titans 36 – 28 Win
U19 Navy Div 3 St Edmund’s College White 26 – 32 Loss
U19 Marine Div 4 Marist Cobalt 22 – 27 Loss
U19 Cobalt Div 4 Marist Marine 27 – 22 Win
U19 Steel Div 4 Norths 27 – 58 Loss
U19 Aqua Div 5 CGS Cowboys 27 – 36 Loss
U19 Sapphire Div 6 Bye
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