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Important dates
 
Now until Friday 3 May
Bundanon Art Camp

Thursday 2 May
ASC Athletics

Friday 3 May
Anzac Assembly
Bookings close for the Marist College Canberra 

Foundation Blue and Blue Dinner

Sunday 5 May
College Open Day, 9.30am – 12.30pm

Monday 6 May
ACT Swimming 12 years and under

Tuesday 7 May -  
Thursday 16 May
Year 10 Trek

Wednesday 8 May
Year 7 Induction Day 2
Year 9 Integration Day
Year 11 and 12 Study Day
ACT Swimming 13 years and over

Friday 10 May
Mothers’ Mass, 8.30am, Senior Hall
Mothers’ Retreat, 10.15am – 2.30pm

Monday 13 May -  
Thursday 16 May
Year 6 Camp

Tuesday 14 May  -  
Friday 17 May
NAPLAN Testing Year 5, 7 and 9

Monday 20 May 
School Photo Day 1

Continued on next page ...

Dear Marist Family,
 
I hope students and staff are well rested for an eventful and busy 
term ahead. I hope the boys have set themselves achievable goals 
that will stretch them, and even challenge them to exceed their 
potential in their studies and all their endeavours. This will not 
happen without careful planning, disciplined routines and thoughtful 
execution. I look forward to witnessing their efforts in action over 
the weeks and months ahead.  
 
Have some of us forgotten how to live together?
These are difficult times. The bombings in Sri Lanka and the many 
unanswered questions they raise reflect the complexity and variety 
of passions that drive people, usually young, to embrace terror. The killing of Christians while 
celebrating their faith and guests in western hotels was once again a stark reminder that violence 
stemming from hate and ideology can strike anywhere. All this compounds to tragedy. Such 
horrific and evil acts suggests some of us have forgotten how to live together. Can we be different 
without those differences leading to a breakdown in relationships or a desire to cause such pain 
to a community? What are our attitudes to those we consider ‘outsiders’?  
 
Coping with difference and welcoming the stranger has been one of the ongoing challenges in 
the human story. The way we deal with differences, be they tribal, racial, ethnic, religious, social 
or political in nature, can result in horrific communal violence as we have witnessed over the past 
month. In many ways, ignorance is often the most dangerous of enemies.  
 
These calculated assaults on ordinary people rouses a primitive instinct in all of us of protective 
anger. But our response also has to be balanced and intelligent. We should seek understanding 
and dialogue, we should listen with care to a variety of voices, and never allow ourselves to be 
trapped by attitudes that promote division. Our Catholic heritage should place us in a position to 
be bridge-builders, to gather those in from the edge, and be building on the good that exists in 
every faith while rejecting seeds of conflict and hate.  
 
The Marists have a strong presence in Sri Lanka. Our College has been involved in immersion 
programs at Maris Stella College in Negombo and Thibirigaskattuwa, both located close to one 
of the three Churches targeted. Br Lal Fonseka reported two of their students lost their lives in 
the attacks and two sisters of students from the College also died. Two former students died, one 
of whom lost his two daughters. Four mothers and three fathers from their school communities 
also lost their lives. We have no knowledge of the extent of the numbers injured. Such news is 
devastating and incomprehensible, and I ask that you keep the respective communities in your 
prayers along with the people of Sri Lanka. 
 
Anzac Day
Anzac Day is as close as ever to the hearts of Australians. With the years has come a more 
mature appreciation of our history, our character and our place in the world. In recent years, 
Anzac Day has been marked with greater solemnity and meaning. There are large numbers at 
dawn services, especially younger people, bigger crowds marching, and intense interest in new 
books about various campaigns.  
 
Anzac Day celebrates neither success nor failure, neither victory nor 
defeat. It celebrates human qualities, qualities of courage, sacrifice and 
comradeship. It runs deeper than patriotism or military pride, although 
it is a day for paying homage to, and offering a prayer for, more than 
104,000 Australians who have died in war and must never be forgotten. 
Anzac Day also acknowledges the sacrifices of the war widows and 
children left to struggle on in civilian life without their husbands and 
fathers. The day also recognises the debilitating wounds endured by 
thousands of survivors and the tireless work of nurses and chaplains 
who did their duty and much more. 
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Our deepest sympathies are extended to: 

• Charles Bootes (Acting Conway House Dean) and family on the 
passing of his grandmother, Joyce Jeffers

• Tracey (Administrative Assistant), Oliver (Year 9), Riley (Year 10), 
Matthew (1986), Mark (1989) and Damien (1991) Chifley and family 
on the passing of Oliver ‘s and Riley’s grandmother, Pauline Chifley

• Jo (Head of Visual Arts), John (2011) and Vyvyan (2018) Evans and 
family on the passing of Jo’s father-in-law, Jack Evans 

• Dave (Food Science Coordinator - 1995), Freddy (Year 5) and 
Patrick (Year 6) Moore and family on the passing of Dave’s 
grandfather, Kevin Plummer.

 
Please keep the Bootes, Chifley, Evans and Moore families and friends in 
your thoughts and prayers at this difficult time.

FROM THE HEADMASTER CONTINUED...

Many countries celebrate their military victories. It is a distinctive 
blessing for Australia that we remember a military defeat, conducted 
with youthful honour and sacrifice, as defining something special in our 
national character. A youthful country we still may be, and we are often 
characterised as living in a country that is one of the most secular in the 
world. But a country that can tell of young men sacrificing themselves 
that others might live in freedom has a story that converges and indeed 
intersects with the gospel story. 
 
If as a country we can count our blessings, Anzac Day reminds us where 
and when to start doing so. 
  
The Winter Sport Season
The winter season brings with it much energy and excitement. The 
sports generate strong feelings amongst spectators and players alike. 
For some, this merely adds to the atmosphere. For others, unfortunately 
over-boisterous supporters and sideline critics do very little to enhance 
the enjoyment of others around them. I would sincerely hope that, at 
this College, I am preaching to the converted and that parents here are 
supportive of their son, regardless of whether he wins or loses or in 
what team he is selected. I hope parents are respectful of the work done 
by coaches and simply enjoy their son’s involvement in his sport. Our 
children grow up too fast. Let us enjoy their time at school and let them 

enjoy the sports they play by modelling a positive and  
encouraging approach. 
 
Open Day
The College is very fortunate to attract very large numbers of families 
with congruent values who wish to access a Marist education here in 
Canberra. The number of applicants exceed the enrolment numbers 
available. Over the coming weeks, families will be interviewed by a team 
of senior staff according to the enrolment criteria.  
 
The College Open Day is upon us this Sunday and our community 
is very much looking forward to welcoming our guests to the College. 
Please inform family and friends who are considering Marist College 
Canberra for their son of this important College event. Current parents 
are also most welcome  
to attend. 
 
May St Marcellin continue to watch over our boys and their families. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Matthew Hutchison
Headmaster

SYMPATHY

Since 2013, the College has had an optional Bring Your Own Device 
model in place in relation to student technologies. From 2020, it will 
become a requirement for boys in Years 7-12 to bring a laptop to school. 
 
For some time, technology has been an integral part of how our students 
communicate, collaborate and process information. Having access to 
their own device provides the boys with significantly more autonomy 
regarding their learning. Boys are more likely to engage in their studies in 
more dynamic ways through technology and this is most effective when 
students have a sense of ownership of the device.  
 
There is a great deal of information regarding the technical specifications 
of the laptops and answers to Frequently Asked Questions which is 
available on the College website. I urge you read that information prior 
to purchasing a device. There are also links to companies we have 
partnered with to offer purchasing arrangements for our students, and 
which also offer peripherals, insurance, and leasing options if that is  
your preference.  
 

Some assistance is available following a needs-based assessment for 
families who are suffering genuine financial hardship. Enquiries can be 
made through the College’s Finance Office.  
 
Integral to the philosophy of the College is our ongoing commitment to 
helping students and teachers maximise learning by taking advantage 
of relevant technology. At the same time, our role is to assist students 
become prudent consumers of information, improve their media and 
technology literacy, and maintain a safe and ethical existence in the 
digital environment.  
 
Should you have any questions regarding the College’s Bring Your Own 
Device program, please contact Michael Plenty, Head of Technology  
and Innovation. 
 
Michael Plenty

Head of Innovation and Technology

BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE
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PALM SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE

The Easter season and Holy Week are the most significant time in the 
Church’s calendar for Christians. On Friday 12 April, the Year 9 Liturgy 
Class led the Palm Sunday Prayer Service.  
 
The prayer was presented by a range of ‘visual cues’, scripture and group 
prayer that helped us to re-imagine and enter into the mystery of Jesus’ 
entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and the events of Holy Week.  
 
The boys reflected on the Scriptures to show Jesus as a leader, a miracle 
worker, a friend and Son. The prayer was designed to build awareness 
in the students of the significant choices Jesus made for us, because He 
loves us.   
 
Leesa Callaughan
Head of Liturgy

PRAYERS FOR SRI LANKAN COMMUNITY

The Marist College Canberra community express our sorrow to all 
members of the Marist Sri Lankan community following the horrific events 
of Easter Sunday.  
 
We were deeply saddened by this news, both for all members of our 
community but also due to the fact that through our immersion program, 
we have been visiting the Marist community of Kalpitiya since 2011. It 
is our deep hope that the Sri Lankan families of the College are all safe 
though we appreciate they would be affected by these violent acts. 
 
On the weekend we did learn that students, Old Boys, parents and other 
family members from one of the Marist communities we visit, Maris Stella 
College in Negombo, had lost their lives and that at least one parent from 
Ave Maria College, Negombo, also died on that day. We are in touch 
with the Maris Stella community, offering them our prayerful support and 
asking if there is any tangible way we can help. 
 
This Friday morning at 8.10am in the Oratory we will be offering Mass 
for the repose of the souls of those who died, a speedy recovery to the 

injured, and for the comfort of those impacted. You are all welcome to 
join us. 
 
Peter Hawes
Assistant Head 
of School – 
Mission and 
Identity

INVITATION TO MOTHERS’ MASS 
AND RETREAT

An invitation is extended to members of the Marist community to attend 
our Mothers’ Mass and Retreat on Friday 10 May at the College. 
 
Mothers’ Mass
The Mothers’ Mass will start at 8.30am in the Senior Hall. Students in 
Years 4-12 are welcome to accompany their mothers to the Mass.  
Click here to book.  
 
Mothers’ Retreat
The Mothers’ Retreat will run from 10.15am - 2.30pm at the College. 
 
Guest speaker Kate Seselja will be exploring the theme: “Sustainable 
well-being in motherhood - living our lives with love’. Lunch will be 
provided. Click here to book your place at this free event.  
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JUNIOR SCHOOL

AUTHOR VISIT

Matt Stanton, author of multiple titles including the 
Funny Kid series, will be visiting the Junior School 
in Week 6 (Monday 3 June). Students will hear 
Matt speak about the narrative writing process as 
well as having the opportunity to get their  
books autographed.  
 
An author visit is a great opportunity to excite 
students about creative writing as well as reading. 
If your son doesn’t often choose to read for 
pleasure, the Funny Kid series could be the ‘one’ to 
get him hooked. 
 
Karen Collins

Teacher Librarian

FROM THE HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Welcome back to Term 2. I trust all our families 
enjoyed some time to be together and took a 
moment to reflect on our journey so far this 
year. I spent the first part of the break travelling 
with a group of 14 Senior School boys, Mr 
Plenty and parent coach Mr Chifley on the 
Hockey Tour to Melbourne. There was strong 
competition from Australian and New Zealand 
teams and the boys did very well. They were an 
outstanding group and represented the College 
and our values so authentically. It was for me 
again a chance to reflect on the many and rich 
opportunities our sons are able to enjoy at  
the College. 
 
I am grateful for your support with winter 
uniform. The boys all looked very smart in 
their ties and blazers as we began this week. I 
know many families will be working on those tie 
‘lessons’ with your sons. One boy told me he 
had never worn a tie before in his life (he won’t 
be the only one)! 
 
This week we welcome four new families to the 
Junior School. I know that the boys will settle 
well to school in their new classes and will 
quickly feel part of the place. Welcome to Adam 
Dzaja (4P), Ventura Schulte (5T), Leo Wright 
(5T) and Ethan Willemsen-Bell (5M).  
 
The 2020 Enrolment period is beginning. A 
highlight is our Annual Open Day, which is this  
Sunday. Thank you to the many boys who have 
offered to be guides and classroom assistants  
 

 
 
on the day. Every year I receive so many 
compliments about the fine job the boys do in 
showing our visitors around the College and 
demonstrating a real picture of life here in the 
Junior School and the College. 

 
We know that 
boys themselves 
have a great 
deal of influence 
on their choice 
of school. As 
a College, 
we cannot be 
complacent 
about enrolments 
and need to 
highlight our many 

strengths as a school with strong academic 
results, excellent co-curricular opportunities, 
and strong service and community programs. 
 
As a Marist Family, we all have a job to do in 
promoting the many wonderful, exciting and 
enriching opportunities life here at the College 
presents to us. Many of you will be fielding 
questions from those considering enrolment 
for their sons and I ask that we all do our part 
in giving a positive message about the College 
and the Junior School to others. We will be 
offering places in Years 4, 5 and 6 for 2020 
following our usual processes of interview and 
offer during the latter part of the term. 
 
 

 
 
Winter sports seasons get underway in the 
coming weeks and I wish all competitors  
and families well. Whilst sport is not the sole 
reason for our success in building fine young 
men, it brings a wonderful sense of pride to 
pull on the Marist colours and play for your 
College team. It is vital that boys and families 
involve themselves in the co-curricular life of 
the College as it brings many benefits, forges 
strong bonds with peer groups, and works to 
build a connection to the College.   
 
Please always remember the huge role parents 
play as volunteers in our clubs and weekend 
competitions. Each Club has codes of conduct 
for their players and spectators and I encourage 
you to examine these with your son. Boys 
must learn the habits of losing with grace and 
winning with humility. They should shake hands 
with their opponents and show gratitude to 
umpires, coaches and managers for their work. 
Our behaviour on the sidelines models for boys 
how we should always act as a good sport and 
member of the Marist family. 
 
It is important too that boys have a ‘Plan B’ 
should their training or games be cancelled or 
postponed. Please be really clear with your son 
what he should do should the weather or other 
factors cause such changes. 
 
I leave you in the hearts of Jesus and Mary. 
 
Eamonn Moore

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM A  
TEACHER LIBRARIAN
‘Inkling’ by Kenneth Oppel
When I first read the synopsis for this, I dismissed it as 
a light hearted book with a cute storyline. I was so very 
wrong. Inkling is a moving story about grief, family and 
a love of comics. Ethan desperately wants to be able to 
draw like his father, a comic book author. Unfortunately, 
he can’t even manage a stick figure. Enter: the ink splot. 
A sentient blob of ink that escapes from his father’s 
sketchbook and helps Ethan to draw, connect with his 
father and face up to the grief they both share. Good if 
you liked Bridge to Terabithia, The 1000 Year Old Boy and The Care and 
Feeding of a Pet Black Hole.  
 
Karen Collins 
Teacher Librarian
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Friday 24 May 2019

A Night at the Races

National Arboretum
6.30pm – 11.30pm

Bookings:  
http://ap.ptly.com/act/maristc/
BlueandBlueDinner2019

Bookings Close:  
Friday 3 May 2019

Blue and Blue Dinner
Marist College Canberra Foundation

Tickets:
Table of ten $1,550
Individual ticket $160

Ticket includes:
Welcome drinks, three 
course gourmet menu, drinks 
package, live entertainment 
from The Baker Boys. 
 
 
Lucky door and best dressed 
prizes.
General raffle and silent 
auction. 
Veuve Clicquot raffle. 

HURRY, LAST DAYS!  CLICK HERE TO BOOK. 
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GROWING GOOD MEN RETREAT

As an all-boys school in the Marist tradition, our College has the privilege 
of working with young men in what is often the most formative period 
of their lives. The College tagline, ‘Together, we create fine young 
men’, means that whilst Marist plays an important part in this journey, 
it recognises the role parents and carers play in the formation of young 
men, including fathers. In acknowledgement of this relationship, the 
College promoted and supported menALIVE in delivering a Growing 
Good Men Retreat held on 5-7 April, which focussed on affirming and 
building the father and son relationship.  

 
Members of the College’s Mission Team 
prepared and assisted in the weekend 
which was facilitated by menALIVE.Their 
“down-to-earth” and practical sessions were 
mixed with liturgy and ritual to provide the 
right environment for fathers and sons to 
engage and strengthen their relationship.  
 
There was a great mix of presentations, 
discussions and activities that ranged 
from sharing stories to outdoor adventure 
activities including archery and team    
building exercises. At times, fathers and 

sons were also invited to spend time as a pair and have challenging and 

relevant discussions on managing anger, relationships and responsibility. 
 
The following extracts are feedback from fathers who attended the 
weekend:

A great experience that I hope to carry into a different future. Really 
useful to reflect on my experiences with my own father as a way into 
conversations with my son. Powerful to do things together with my son, 
rather than just working alone. 
 
I have a lot of wonderful memories of the weekend, but up at the very 
top was a moment right at the end when my son announced to the 
whole group, “I didn’t realise how much I liked my Dad!” 

 

Game Changers is a brand new Marist Youth Ministry initiative run by 
the Youth Ministry Officers at lunchtimes. The groups will meet together 
until the end of the year and they are aimed at Years 5-6, Years 7-8 and 
Years 9-10.  
 
Meetings will be run in and around the Mission Centre (adjacent to  
the Canteen):  
• Years 5-6 each Friday at lunch with Ethan Seselja (Youth Ministry 

Officer)
• Years 7-8 on Wednesday (Day 3) at lunch with Michael Seselja 

(Youth Ministry Officer)
• Years 9-10 on Wednesday (Day 8) at lunch with Nathan Ahearne 

(Head of Faith Formation).

GAME CHANGERS L’ARCHE FILM -  
WEDNESDAY 8 MAY SCREENING  
IN CANBERRA 

“THE SHEER HUMANITY ABSOLUTELY SHINES  
THROUGH. VIEWING SHOULD BE COMPULSORY”

DAILY MAIL

INCLUDES SPECIAL SHORT FILM:

PRE ORDER TICKETS AT  
WWW.SUMMERINTHEFOREST.COM.AU

Q&A Screening!
7:00 pm, Wednesday 8 May 2019!

Capitol Theatre Manuka, 6 Franklin St,!
Tickets $25!

www.summerintheforest.com.au
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The College hosted the Way of the Cross on Good Friday, welcoming 
400-500 people on a beautiful autumn morning during the school 
holidays. The Way of the Cross has become a special moment for the 
College where we stop, reflect and consider the life and death of Jesus 
on Good Friday.  
 
This event would not be possible without the leadership and generosity 
of Kathy Haseler, the Year 12 Marist Youth Ministry Team and other 
volunteers from the community. We would like to thank the Mothers 
Prayer group for their support with hospitality, Fr Brian Ebert and Fr 
Richard Thompson for their prayers and blessing, and the parishioners 
from the Mary Help of Christians Parish for attending. 

WAY OF THE CROSS 

COLLEGE LIFE

RSVP 
Essential

– V I S I T  –

www.merici.college  
For more information.

1pm to 3.30pm
Saturday 1 June 2019

St Angela Merici 
Festival 2019

RSVP essential for catering:  
https://merici.college/#anniversary  

or email: 
alumni@merici.act.edu.au

Support our 60th Anniversary Merici Artworks:  
https://fundraise.merici.act.edu.au/

Bringing together our past, 
present and future!
CELEBRATING 60 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE IN 
THE EDUCATION OF YOUNG WOMEN

A unique opportunity for our past students and staff 
to reconnect with classmates! Come along and meet 
current and prospective students and their families 
as the College celebrates its  journey from Canberra 
Catholic Girls’ High School, through to Braddon Catholic 
High School, to Braddon Catholic Girls’ High School, 
and to Merici College.

Past, present and prospective students, staff and 
their families are invited.

SCHOOL TOURS

DANCE AND MUSIC PERFORMANCES

COMMUNITY ART

PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 
WINNERS ANNOUNCED

COMPLIMENTARY AFTERNOON TEA

AND LOTS MORE
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WEB Basketball Club

Cricket Club
Hockey Club

Rugby Club 

Snowsports Club
Rowing Club  

Marist Canberra  
Football Club

Marist Australian  
Football Club

MARIST SNOWSPORTS NEWS 
 
Any students who would like to compete in the ACT/ Southern NSW 
Snowsports Interschools Competition from Tuesday 23 July to Friday 26 July 
will need to submit their forms by Monday 20 May. Forms are available on the 
Marist Snowsports site on the College Portal. Click here to view.  
 
Any boys who have not previously competed in Interschools will need to 
speak with Mr Duff before submitting their forms. 
 
For further information regarding Snowsports Interschools, please contact 
Jason Duff. 
 
Jason Duff

Snowsports Coordinator

CONGRATULATIONS TO… 

Harry Whitelock Year 7 
MA1 who competed at the 
Regional Academy Games 
with the South East Sports 
Academy Golf Team in April, 
and will be competing in the 
SSACT Golf Championships 
in May. 

Jake Saunders Year 11 DA5  
who represented the ACT at 
the Under 18 Men’s Basketball 
Australian Championships in 
Townsville in April.

Anthony Thomas Year 11 
PA8 who was selected in the 
ACT Under 18 Hockey team 
that competed in Hobart  
in April. 

Alex Toohey Year 9 CO5  
who has been selected to 
attend the Basketball Australia 
Men’s Under 16 Camp at the 
AIS in May.

Grant Craft Year 12 HA2 and Sam Patton 
Year 11 PA2 who are currently representing 
the ACT at the Australian National Schools 
Baseball Championships being held  
in Geelong. 

Miles Craft Year 10 
HA2 who is currently 
competing in the 
Ironman Australia in 
Port Macquarie in 
May. 

ACT SCHOOL SPORT  
REGISTRATION PROCEDURES 
 
Anyone interested in trialling for the various regional sports needs to log onto 
the ACT Sports website and register for the sport that your child wishes to 
trial. It is the responsibility of parents to monitor the website for any upcoming 
sporting events if your child is interested in competing in the regional 
competitions. Click here to access the website. 
 
A reminder: If your child is successful in being selected for an ACT team 
to participate in a national or regional tournament, you need to write a 
formal letter to the Deputy Headmaster or Head of Junior School to seek 
permission for absence from school during this period.  
 
Once the College has received such a request for your son’s participation in an 
activity with ACT Schools Sport, his absence can then be formally approved. 
Secondly, we will be also able to acknowledge his achievement in the College 
newsletter.  
 
Paul Mead  
Head of Sport

Welcome Drinks!
To celebrate e start of e Marist rugby season.

2019$55.00/Head
DRINKS AND NIBBLES  6:00PM - 9.00PM

THE HELLENIC CLUB
MATILDA STREET
PHILLIP ACT 2606

Purchase tickets online at www.maristrugby.com.au

SATURDAY 11 MAY 2019 
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