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Important dates
 
Now unti Friday 26 July
ACT/ Southern NSW Snowsports Interschools 

Friday 26 July
Open Morning Tour, 9.00am
Semester 1 Awards Ceremony Year 4-12,  

Marcellin Hall

Tuesday 30 July 
St Anthony’s Confirmation Retreat Day

Wednesday 31 July
Year 9 Integration Day
Year 11 and 12 Study Day

Thursday 1 August
Junior School - Australian Mathematics 

Competition

Friday 2 August
Service Day
4G Class Assembly, 2.15pm, Junior School Hall

Tuesday 6 August
Year 9 2020 Information Evening

Wednesday 7 August
SHINE Conference

Thursday 8 August
Moderation Day Year 4-12, Pupil Free
Year 12 AST Trial
Junior School – Parent Session on Phonics, 

5.00pm

Friday 9 August
O’Donoghue House Day
5T Class Assembly, 2.15pm, Junior School Hall
Bookings close for Marist Mothers’ and 

Grandmothers’ Afternoon Tea

Thursday 15 August
Assumption Mass

Friday 16 August
Conway House Day
Lavalla House Day
Marist Mothers’ and Grandmothers’ Afternoon Tea, 

2.00pm - 4.00pm, Senior Hall
Junior School - Governor General’s Science 

Challenge Day

Continued on next page ...
Follow Marist College Canberra on Facebook, Twitter  

and Instagram!

Dear Marist Family,
 
It is not so much ability as attitude
Welcome back to the second semester. I hope the break was 
an opportunity to slow down from the faster pace of term time, a 
time to read, a time to rest and a time to spend with family and 
friends. The term ahead will present many opportunities for boys 
to continue to grow in our care. Our Year 12 students will sit 
their AST moderation examination which plays the central role in 
moderating the academic ability of Marist students against the rest 
of ACT Year 12 students. Year 10 students are being assessed 
on their suitability to undertake courses for the commencement of 
their final two years of study. The winter sport season recommences with many sides displaying 
good prospects in their respective competitions; retreats and service experiences will continue 
to challenge boys in their faith journey, and performing arts concerts are just a few of the many 
opportunities that lie ahead. 
 
The holiday break was also a time to stop and reflect on areas of achievement and future areas 
of challenge for the semester ahead. I hope all parents have spent time with their son discussing 
feedback from reports and deliberating on strategies to be implemented to further achievement in 
the semester ahead.  
 
During the semester break I finished reading Malcolm Gladwell’s bestselling book ‘Outliers’. It 
is entertaining and a very provocative read about the landscape of success. Whilst I found his 
definition of success a little narrow and at times crude, he argues that success has less to do 
with individual natural ability and more to do with culture, community, family and the generation in 
which we live. Gladwell argues that we are caught up in the myth that only “the best and brightest” 
make their mark in life.  
 
Gladwell shared an interesting reflection. Every 
four years, high school students from around 
the world undertake the TIMSS examination, 
comparing the educational achievement of one 
country with another. Prior to the test, students 
are required to complete a general questionnaire 
asking all questions such as their parents’ level 
of education and their views on mathematics. It 
is not a trivial exercise; it is about 120 questions 
long. In fact, it is so tedious and demanding 
that many students leave as many as 10 to 
20 questions blank. Interestingly, the average 
number of items answered on the questionnaire varies between countries. It is possible, in fact, 
to rank all of the participating countries according to how many items the students answer on 
this pre-test questionnaire. Gladwell claims when you compare the questionnaire rankings with 
the maths rankings on the actual TIMSS examination they are identical. In other words, countries 
whose students are willing to concentrate and sit still long enough and focus on answering every 
single question in an endless questionnaire are the same countries whose students achieve the 
best results in solving mathematics problems!  
 
I recently asked my Year 9 Mathematics class how long they would commit to a homework 
question before they concluded it was too hard for them to solve. Sadly, their answers ranged 
from thirty seconds to five minutes, with the average two minutes. How do teachers and parents 
encourage persistence, to think out loud, to keep going over the same issues time and time 
again? Gladwell’s message is simple, but striking how often it is overlooked. Too often we think of 
being good at mathematics as an innate ability. You either have ‘it’ or you don’t. Gladwell argues 
it is not so much ability as attitude. You master mathematics, or any subject for that matter, if 
you are willing to try. Success in studies is a function of persistence and doggedness, and a 
willingness to work hard for a considerable time to make sense of something that most people 
would give up on after 30 seconds. 
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FROM THE HEADMASTER CONTINUED...

Too often boys have dismissed their lack of progress in a subject as a result of their ‘lack of talent’. Obviously all of us have particular strengths in 
particular areas, but I remain suspicious of the ‘lack of talent’ excuse often given as a suitable alibi for ‘lack of persistence’. Persistence is needed to 
achieve results that are commensurate with your interest and ability.  

Showing up
Writer and director Woody Allen, when asked about his advice for young artists, said 80 percent of success in life is showing up. This is particularly 
relevant in regards to school attendance. Research backs up the common-sense belief that children suffer academically if they are not in class to learn 
and suffer considerably in their social and emotional development. More specifically, we know missing as little as 10 percent of school will significantly 
affect a student’s academic performance. Whilst a 90 percent attendance may sound acceptable, it represents approximately 18 days or 108 lessons 
missed in an academic year. This does have serious consequences.  
 
The research informs us that having 18 days off school every year means 
that a student will probably obtain one whole grade lower in their results 
than they are really capable of achieving. We also know that attendance 
becomes a habit and if student attendance remain at 90 percent during 
his nine years at Marist, it essentially represents an entire year of  
missing school! 
 
I was disappointed to learn nearly 70 Year 10 students failed to attend 
school to receive feedback following their examinations. Hungrily seeking 
feedback on performance is the most important ingredient in gaining an 
exact understanding on what a student needs to do to improve. When 
so many boys, who are about to enter their final years of schooling, 
disregard attempts to improve their performance I begin to worry about 
their commitment. If your son does not want to go to school, or is missing 
school without you knowing, please contact us immediately for assistance 
and support. The partnership between school and home in this regard  
is critical.   
 
In order for attendance to be satisfactory it should be 96% or above: 
• 100% = excellent attendance 
• 98% = very good attendance 
• 96% = good attendance.
 
Each year, a large number of students in every year group achieve 100% attendance. This shows us that this is an achievable target. In addition, a 
number of boys have achieved this level of attendance for a number of years. 
 
Let’s work together to ensure we are providing the best possible opportunities for our boys to succeed beyond their potential and engage themselves 
in the fullness of life at the College.  
 
May St Marcellin continue to watch over our boys and their families. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Matthew Hutchison
Headmaster

Mass is celebrated in the College Chapel at 8.10am Friday mornings 
during Term. Everyone is welcome to attend.  
 
There is a book of special intentions that are included in each Mass.  
 
Please contact Leesa Callaughan if you have an intention you would  
like included. 

INVITATION TO ATTEND FRIDAY 
MORNING MASS
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CURRICULUM IN FOCUS

YEAR 12 PHYSICS TAKE ON  
LUNA PARK

On 18 March this year, the Year 12 Physics class, accompanied by Mr 
Bhatnagar and the skilful bus driver Mr Bellgard, went to Luna Park for 
an excursion. I know what you’re thinking - Luna Park of all places? 
What educational benefit could there possibly be at an amusement park 
dominated by tourists and overpriced food? You would be surprised that 
Luna Park was in fact a heaven on earth for Physics students wishing to 
experience circular motion, the perception of weightlessness, the effects 
of gravity, and the dangers of a weak stomach. 
 
The rides, appropriately named to describe their hair-raising,  
stomach-turning nature, assisted the students to understand how their 
study could be applied in a practical sense. The “Final Boss”, as some of 
us called it, was the Rotor Ride. Well-known at Luna Park, this was the 
final ride for the most fearless and reckless of us, whether or not it was 
planned on being. The Rotor Ride rotated so fast it made us become 
stuck to the walls even when the floor was dropped. When the ride 
stopped, however, our stomachs did not. 
 
Nonetheless, the hardest choices required the strongest wills, and our 
will to transfer the physics concepts from the workbook to the world 
was greater than our fear of sickness. This application enriched our 
knowledge which was especially important in light of an upcoming test 
which would undoubtedly be notoriously difficult. 
 
Luna Park proved to be a safe and enjoyable experience. Thanks to Mr 
Bellgard, we survived the Sydney traffic and fuelled up at McDonald’s 
on the way there and back. Indeed, health risks aside, by travelling to 

Luna Park we burned the candle at both ends and would like to thank Mr 
Bhatnagar for being our enlightening guide through the confusion of the 
ensuing workbook. 
 
Joseph Kettle and Adrian Mitrousis 
Year 12 Physics

COLLEGE LIFE - DURING THE BREAK

Immersion to CambodiaUnder 15s Rugby Tour to the Gold Coast Kanga Cup
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JUNIOR SCHOOL

UPCOMING AUTHOR VISIT

Junior School students will have the opportunity 
in Week 4 to hear from lifeguard, firefighter, 
water safety advocate and author, Trent ‘Maxi’ 
Maxwell as part of our Book Week celebrations. 
A note with further information and an order 
form for books has been sent home this week. 
Students may get their books signed following 
the presentation. Please note: all book orders 
must be returned to school by Monday 29 July.  
 
Karen Collins 
Teacher Librarian

FROM THE HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Welcome back to Term 3 and the second 
Semester. I hope that your son’s report 
highlighted the gains he has made during the 
first part of the year and enabled him and you 
to set some worthwhile goals. Please be sure 
to contact your son’s classroom teacher if you 
have questions or require further feedback or 
clarification. 
 
Many internet sites offer lots of advice about 
dealing with your children and their reports. 
These simple tips are a worthwhile guide as we 
begin the new semester.
1. Stay positive. Highlight worthy comments 

and test results, growth and particular 
successes.

2. Don’t compare. Avoid comparisons, with 
brothers, sisters, cousins and friends. Each 
will walk their own path.

3. Listen to your son. Boys will be very 
honest about their progress. Ask them 
what they are proud of or want to  
improve upon.

4. Don’t lose sight of the big picture. 
Remember the report is only a snapshot in 
time. Look carefully at teacher comments.  
 

 
 
Words like initiative, problem solving and  
conflict resolution are future skills, which 
are vital.

5. Prepare a follow up plan. Was it lack of 
effort or lack of skill that led to the result? 
Look at spending more time allocated to 
study, less TV and iPad, daily reading 
and Mathematics revision. Set small and 
achievable goals with your son.  
(www.todaysparent.com).

 
I am grateful that all boys and families enjoyed 
a good break and returned to us safely. Please 
spend time this week organising correct 
uniform, diaries and calendars so that your son 
will quickly get back to a sound and structured 
routine. These habits help our sons to feel safe 
and well supported in their learning journey. 
 
I recently read an excellent article on ‘Empathy’ 
being the most important skill in the world today. 
The teacher described how playing games 
could teach boys and girls the skills of empathy. 
In particular, important to really appreciate 
another person’s point of view or position. Real 
empathy involves walking in someone else’s 
 
 

 
 
shoes and promotes a deep understanding 
of experiences and perspectives. In this 
modern world, we often lose track of the vital 
importance of these ‘soft’ skills – especially in 
boys. Forbes magazine goes on to state that 
“toxic masculinity” infers a lack of empathy 
from boys, sadly modelled by world leaders, 
politicians and church leaders. We need to 
allow our boys to be themselves and not work 
to conform to a model of masculinity that 
confines or breaks their true spirit. 
 
I am confident that our work at the College 
is underpinned by a strong Marist spirituality. 
The programs and opportunities provided 
to our boys show there is an obvious and 
excellent connection with these words “… as 
we build communities and set up structures 
that support their vitality, we must share and 
live a spirituality. Marist spirituality understands 
community as an excellent place where both 
the self and God are revealed to us through 
others…” (Water from the Rock, #96). 
 
I leave you in the hearts of Jesus and Mary.   
 
Eamonn Moore

RECOMMENDATION FROM A  
TEACHER LIBRARIAN

Maxi the Lifeguard: In Deep Water 
 
Sports stories often incorporate themes of mateship, 
learning from mistakes, perseverance and teamwork. 
In Deep Water is one of those novels. Aimed at middle 
primary levels, it tells the story of a young boy who joins 
the Junior surf lifesaving program and trains to compete 
in an inter-club triathlon. Throughout the story, he 
overcomes a variety of obstacles, including a fear of open 
water and a nasty bully to achieve his goals. 
 
The book (which is part of a series) is written by Trent 
‘Maxi’ Maxwell, who may be a familiar face to anyone who watched the 
Bondi Rescue TV series. In writing this series, Trent based many of the 
stories and adventures on his own experiences as a Nipper and Bondi 
Lifeguard. Junior School students will have the opportunity to hear from 
‘Maxi’ when he visits the College as part of Book Week celebrations on 
Monday 12 August. 
 
Karen Collins 
Teacher Librarian

CONFIRMATION SACRAMENTAL 
PROGRAM
Registrations have closed for Parish of the Transfiguration, North Woden, 
but please contact the Parish directly if you still need to register.  
 
See here for information from the Parish: Letter to Parents, Timetable 
for Confirmation, and an Enrolment Form.
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JUNIOR SCHOOL

Liars: Book 1 The Truth App 
 
What if you could tell when someone is lying? The main character of this 
series, teenager Jarli, has invented an app that can detect if someone is 
lying. Handy? Probably. Popular? Definitely. Deadly? Absolutely. Once 
the app goes viral, Jarli becomes the target of criminal masterminds who 
feel that his app is ruining their livelihood. From Canberra-based author, 
Jack Heath, this is another in a long list of his action-packed books that 
hooks readers in from the very first page. 

 
 
Good to read if you liked books such as Conspiracy 365, 
Skyfire or 300 Minutes of Danger. 
 
Karen Collins

Teacher Librarian – Junior School

RECOMMENDATION FROM A  
TEACHER LIBRARIAN

Marist Mothers' & 
Grandmothers' Afternoon Tea

 
 

Friday 16 August 2019
2 pm - 4 pm

Senior Hall
Marist College Canberra

$60 per person
includes a glass of pink sparkling wine upon 

arrival, lucky door ticket, afternoon tea 
buffet with hot & cold sweet & savoury 

delicacies, coffee, tea, juice & guest speaker  
Liesl O'Meara, lawyer and current and 

past Marist mother. 
Fabulous prizes to be won from the Mumm 

French Champagne Raffle
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Marist Game Changers meet on Wednesdays at the Mission Centre 
(next to the Canteen) and is open to boys in Years 7/8 and Year 10. 
Come along and have some fun while you learn about ways to serve 
the community and live your faith to the full.  
 
If you have any questions about these groups, please contact Michael 
Seselja for Year 7/8 Game Changers or Nathan Ahearne about Year 
10 Game Changers. 

GAME CHANGERS

As part of our upcoming Service Day, please support the MSol fundraiser by participating in the games and food on offer at lunchtime next Friday, 2 
August, next to the Tennis Courts. Goodberry’s will be on sale for $5 a tub.

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT AT THE LUNCHTIME FESTIVAL
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WEB Basketball Club

Cricket Club
Hockey Club

Rugby Club 

Snowsports Club
Rowing Club  

Marist Canberra  
Football Club

Marist Australian  
Football Club

AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL

A reminder the Marist Cricket Club is 
running its annual Winter Cricket Clinic 
on Sundays during August. Places are 
limited so be sure to register today!  
 
Registrations close on Thursday 1 
August.   
 
Click here to view more details about the 
Clinic on the Club’s website.   

WINTER CRICKET CLINIC 

ACT SCHOOL SPORT  
REGISTRATION PROCEDURES 
 
Anyone interested in trialling for the various regional sports needs to 
log onto the ACT Sports website and register for the sport that your 
child wishes to trial. It is the responsibility of parents to monitor the 
website for any upcoming sporting events if your child is interested 
in competing in the regional competitions. Click here to access the 
website. 
 
A reminder: If your child is successful in being selected for an ACT 
team to participate in a national or regional tournament, you need to 
write a formal letter to the Deputy Headmaster or Head of Junior 
School to seek permission for absences longer than two days 
from school during this period.  
 
Once the College has received such a request for your son’s 
participation in an activity with ACT Schools Sport, his absence 
can then be formally approved. Secondly, we will be also able to 
acknowledge his achievement in the College newsletter.  
 
Paul Mead  
Head of Sport

TEAM OPPOSITION RESULT
Under 10 Sky Magpies White 0 – 0  Draw

Under 10 Royal Calwell Swans 0 – 0  Draw

Under 11 Calwell Swans 58 – 34  Won

Under 12 Bye

Under 13 Sky Ainslie Red 24 – 58  Lost

Under 13 Royal Eastlake Red 18 – 35  Lost

Under 14 Eastlake Demons 80 – 45  Won

Under 15 Eastlake Demons 130 – 18  Won

Under 17 Eastlake Red 41 – 40  Won

First XVIII Eastlake Demons 96 – 41  Won
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CONGRATULATIONS TO… 

Brodie Davis Year 6 and Harry Mahar Year 6 who 
have been selected to represent the ACT in the AFL 
Under 12s team competing in Perth in August. 

Yug Desai Year 7 MC8 and Seliano Melekiola Year 
6 who have been selected to represent the ACT in the 
Under 12s Basketball team competing at the National 
Championships in Bendigo in August. 

Jacob Shepherd Year 7 PA6, Kieran Shepherd Year 4 and 
Isaac Sloan Year 8 MC3 who have been selected to represent 
the ACT at the Cross Country Nationals in Wollongong in August.

Lachlan Sky Year 7 MC5 
who has been selected 
in the Swimming ACT 
School Team competing 
at the National Swimming 
Championships in 
Melbourne in August.

James Haley Year 8 HA8, Akshay Joseph Year 8 MA8, 
Nicholas Kent Year 8 DA2 and Samuel Smith Year 7 HA6 who 
were selected in the Under 13 ACT Indoor Cricket Team, and 
Zachary Maron Year 10 HA5 who was selected in the Under 15 
ACT Indoor Cricket Team. Both teams contested the National 
Championships in Dandenong in July 2019. Henry York Year 8 PA1 

who has been selected 
to represent SA in the 
Australian De Fris Ice 
Hockey Championships 
in Perth in July-August. 
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