
Submissions: news@mcc.act.edu.au        Enquiries: (02) 6298 7200         Web: www.maristc.act.edu.au

Marist College Enews

4 SEPTEMBER 2019

Important dates
 
Now until Sunday 8 September
Australian Snowsports Nationals 

Thursday 5 September
ICAS Science Competition
Year 6 First Aid Training

Friday 6 September
Confirmation Retreat Day at St Jude’s, Holder 
Year 6 First Aid Training
5M to Senior School Assembly – 12 noon
5K Assembly, 2.15pm, Junior Hall
Youth Ministry - Year 5

Monday 9 September
Basketball Presentation Evening, 

6.00pm, Senior Hall

Tuesday 10 September
ACT Athletics 12 years and under
MAFC Presentation Evening, 6.30pm, Senior Hall

Wednesday 11 September
JS House Singing Competition Practice 
Year 9 Integration Day
Year 11 and 12 Presentation by 

Melinda Tankard Reist
Parent Forum with Melinda Tankard Reist, 

6.30pm – 8.00pm, Senior Hall 

Thursday 12 September
ICAS Spelling Competition
Confirmation Retreat Day, Holy Trinity
Rugby Presentation Evening, 6.00pm, Senior Hall

Friday 13 September
Crispin House Day

Monday 16 September
Football Presentation Evening, 6.30pm, Senior Hall

Tuesday 17 September
ACT Athletics 13 years and over
Junior School Parent Teacher Interviews
Year 7-12 Parent Teacher Interviews

Wednesday 18 September 
Junior School Parent Teacher Interviews

Thursday 19 September
Junior School Parent Teacher Interviews
Year 7-12 Parent Teacher Interviews

Follow Marist College Canberra on Facebook, Twitter  

and Instagram!

Dear Marist Family,
 
Fathers’ Day
Mark Twain understood, at different stages on a boy’s journey to 
manhood, there may be times of awkwardness in his relationship 
with his father. He appreciated there was an emerging wisdom as 
one grows older when he amusingly summed up his relationship 
with his father: ‘When I was a boy of fourteen, my father was so 
ignorant I could hardly stand to have the old man around. But when 
I got to be twenty-one, I was astonished at how much the old man 
had learned in seven years.’ Twain was, of course, speaking of 
his own naivety, admitting his youthful self-referencing, and once 
narrow perspective on life.   
 
Fatherhood is one of the most important relationships we humans can have, and sometimes it is 
the most challenging. There is the inevitable tension of a son stretching his wings and becoming 
his own man and the weight of this often falls on the father/son relationship. The most important 
condition for ensuring a strong relationship between a father and a son is that the lines of 
communication are kept open. When a boy has 
a genuine sense of being listened to it has a 
practical expression of feeling loved. The real 
test of listening is not necessarily an examination 
of the events of the day, but rather the time given 
to them; it is the gift of ‘presence’. 
 
A father’s presence reminds his son that they 
share their journey together, walking at one’s 
side, doing more than simply listening but 
accompanying each other on their way. A father’s 
presence shows they matter to one another 
and they make themselves available to one 
another. Marcellin, by example, encouraged the 
early Brothers’ community to be at the attentive 
service to the other and this continues to be the 
hallmark of our Marist community in Canberra.  
 
Our families and schools are generally busy entities and the enduring challenge is to find time. It 
is about finding a language in which to communicate interest, commitment and love. It is why we 
celebrate an occasion such as Fathers’ Day in that it may cause us all to reflect on and celebrate 
this key relationship in the human story. 
 
It was the Best of Times, it was the Worst of Times 
‘It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of 
foolishness.’ Charles Dickens’ famous opening lines in the classic novel, ‘Tale of Two Cities’, 
fittingly describes the current crisis and opportunities facing the Catholic Church and, in particular, 
Catholic schools. Dickens was describing the disruptive state of affair in 18th Century France and 
England. It was a time of uncertainty and a time of excitement about structural changes in society. 
The Catholic Church, is facing similar challenges and opportunities, a time of grieving and of 
recontextualising its identity and mission.  
 
Identity and mission are challenging concepts. The identity and mission of corporations and 
sporting clubs are relatively easy to articulate and measure. Whilst Catholic schools can often 
articulate these concepts, measuring its success is more elusive. Our Catholic identity and 
mission at Marist Canberra, is manifested by its ethos and its success in promoting a faith 
community. More precisely, it is about the shaping of hearts. This is demonstrated in how people 
treat each other, the school’s inclusiveness, what it celebrates, how it defines success, and what 
the school challenges; these must all be driven by gospel values. But do we do this well? 

Continued on next page...
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FROM THE HEADMASTER CONTINUED...

Marist schools across Australia plan to undertake a rather daunting task 
in measuring a school’s beliefs, the levels of faith within its community 
and people’s attitude towards the Church. All staff, parents and boys 
in Years 10 – 12 are invited, as valued members of our community, to 
provide their thoughts on enhancing the Catholic school identity and 
measuring the ‘spiritual tradition’ of Marist College Canberra. The data 
will attempt to profile our Catholic identity. We will get a snapshot of our 
community at this point in time and, by repeating the survey in 
two to three years time, begin to build a longitudinal understanding 
of change and development in this, our Catholic and Marist, faith 
community.  
 
As with all surveys, the number of participants contributes to the richness 
of the insight.  An email was sent to all parents inviting their participation 
and I thank you in advance for your time and contribution.  
 
To access the survey, please follow the login instructions contained within 
this link. 
 
May St Marcellin continue to watch over our boys and their families. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Matthew Hutchison
Headmaster

The College is pleased to invite parents and their sons to a parent forum, 
presented by renowned author and social commentator Melinda Tankard 
Reist on Wednesday 11 September. The forum will aim to inform and 
equip parents with the tools to assist their boys in making positive and 
healthy choices in relation to their views on masculinity, relationships 
and the treatment of women, and poses the question how can boys 
rise above toxic messages about masculinity and become men of 
integrity?   
 
Boys are bombarded with hyper-sexualised messages and images in 
media and popular culture. The lives of young men are increasingly 
impacted by exposure to porn related content online. They are exposed 
to this content not only before they have had sex, but often before their 
first kiss, with the average age of first exposure 11.  
 
In a dynamic multi-media presentation, which includes first person stories 
of young men, Melinda will explore how exposure to these messages 
is contributing to a distorted view of bodies, relationships and sexuality. 
Melinda will help your young men stand against the tide, resist the 
‘bystander’ effect, and choose to be men of integrity. 

Details of the Parent forum are as follows:
Event: Parent Forum with Melinda Tankard Reist 
Date: Wednesday 11 September 
Time: 6.30pm – 8.00pm 
Location: Senior Hall 
Cost: Free 
RSVP: ASAP to assist us with preparation and numbers.

To RSVP for the evening please register your attendance via the 
following link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MaristParentForum
 
At Marist, we work diligently to ensure our boys develop and maintain 
respectful, positive and healthy attitudes towards women and associated 
social and relationship issues. I encourage all Marist parents (boys 
welcome too) to attend the parent forum.  
 
I look forward to seeing you at the Parent Forum.

Ryan Greer 
Deputy Headmaster

PARENT FORUM WITH 
MELINDA TANKARD REIST
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A successful College Walkathon was held on Thursday 22 August. Students from 
Year 4 - 12 are able to bring in their walkathon cards and money (EFT receipts or 
cash) to the Senior Hall from 8:15am until 9am each school day for redemption of 
tickets into the daily prize draw and major prize draw.    
 
A reminder the last day of pledge collection is Friday 6 September 2019.    
 
We thank you for your assistance in helping the boys realise their pledges to 
support our community. 
 
Ryan Greer 
Deputy Headmaster

COLLEGE WALKATHON
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CURRICULUM IN FOCUS

YEAR 8 JAPANESE EXCURSION TO 
TANKEN CENTRE IN SYDNEY
Two classes of Year 8 Japanese students took part in excursions to 
a Japanese Immersion Programme at the Tanken Centre in Sydney 
on the 1 and 12 August respectively. 
 
The Tanken Centre is an educational facility that was built by the 
NSW Government for the promotion of Japanese language learning. 
It has all the special housing features of a typical Japanese house, 
which is hard to find in Canberra.  
 
The students were divided into four teams, and competed against 
each other doing a variety of Japanese games, which involved 
speaking, listening, reading and writing. It was a fun and educational 
experience rolled into one.  
 
Students were able to use the language they already know, as well 
as the new vocabulary they learnt on the day. Most of them had a 
chance to eat a Japanese lunch box in the Japanese garden on a 
perfectly sunny day. It was certainly a worthwhile trip!

Megumi Noble 
Japanese Teacher - Senior School
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MSA ORATORY COMPETITION  
Three of our finest public speakers – Darcy Worth (Patrick House), 
Caleb Hooper (McMahon House) and Raf Feodoroff (Darlinghurst 
House) - represented Marist College Canberra at the recent Marist 
Schools Australia Oratory Competition in Sydney recently, accompanied 
by Ms Herron and Mrs Belcourt. The students prepared their speeches 
and presented them in front of competitors from 11 other Marist schools, 
their families and teachers and three judges. 
 

Darcy, Caleb and Raf were thoroughly prepared and spoke with 
confidence and flair. They should be very proud of themselves to 
have represented us so well. Congratulations to all three on great 
performances! We were able to enjoy the beautiful city of Sydney, 
enjoyed the experience and hope to do it all again next year! 
 
Leanne Herron 
MSA Oratory Competition Organiser

CURRICULUM IN FOCUS

CALL FOR EMPLOYERS WORKING IN THE 
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY
We are currently seeking employers in the Construction industry to take on students for Work Experience and Australian School 
Based Apprenticeships. If you are in any trade and would like to offer an opportunity to one of our students, please contact 
Luke Croker at lukecroker@mcc.act.edu.au. 
 
Luke Croker 
Darlinghurst House Dean
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JUNIOR SCHOOL
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OPEN CLASSROOMS AND 
FATHER’S DAY CELEBRATIONS
Father’s Day was celebrated in the Junior School with open 
classrooms, a sausage sizzle and various sports played on the 
blacktop and ovals. While many guests stayed at school, 
a number of boys were signed out early to share lunch with dad, 
grandads and other family members. 

 

FROM THE HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL

Over the weekend, I returned to a small NSW 
country school where I was a young Principal 
(a long time ago!). This was a tiny school in a 
tiny country town currently struggling in the grip 
of the drought. Celebrating the 90th anniversary 
of education at the school, I was deeply 
privileged to witness the continuing strength of 
community support not only for the school but 
also for the town and district. 
 
The boys and girls that I had taught in the late 
90s are now the parents of the school students 
and stood cooking and serving food (and 
fabulous sweets!) for the over 150 people who 
returned over the weekend. Just as their mums, 
dads and grandparents had in my days, they 
gave their time, support and energy to continue 
a marvellous legacy of Catholic education, of 
community service and of real family. 
 
We sometimes tend to over complicate 
education. St Marcellin envisaged the early 
Brothers Community to be like a family. The 
Marist publication ‘Water from the Rock’ 
describes it like this… “Marcellin and the first 

brothers were united in heart and mind. Their 
relationships were marked by warmth and 
tenderness. In their discussions about living 
together as Brothers, they found it useful to 
compare the spirit of their community life to that 
of a family… those attitudes that make family 
life a reality: love and forgiveness, support and 
help, forgetfulness of self, openness to others 
and joy. This style of relating has become 
characteristic of our way of being Marist.”  
(WFR #30). 
 
Working together as a family to educate our 
sons and to build boys who will become ‘fine 
young men’ is a privileged role and one which I 
know we take seriously. I believe that we have 
that same sense of community here at the 
College (on a much larger scale) and I know 
that our boys grow up with a similar connection 
and pride for their school. 
 
Relationships are core to what we do as 
parents, as teachers and as supporters of one 
another. Grateful thanks to Mr Galvin and his 
team for the work they did to organise another 

successful Fathers’ Day Sports Afternoon on 
Friday. There was a great sense of spirit and 
pride around the hallways and a few weary 
dads after re-living their glory days on the 
oval!  I trust all men who are dads, about to be 
dads or importantly are father figures to others 
enjoyed a great day with their families. 
 
As spring arrives and the days get warmer, 
please be sure that all your son’s clothing 
items, books, lunchboxes and such are 
clearly labelled. We have a huge amount 
of lost property at the moment – much of it 
unidentified.  It is such a shame to waste and 
have to replace these expensive and necessary 
items. It is an important life skill that boys 
learn to take good care of their clothing and 
possessions and bring home what they take to 
school each day. 
 
I leave you in the hearts of Jesus and Mary. 
 
Eamonn Moore 
Head of Junior School

Dear Parents and Carers
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RECOMMENDATIONS FROM  
A TEACHER LIBRARIAN
The Seven Signs: Skyfire by Michael Adams 
 
If you missed the release of Book 1 of this series, I’ve got 
good news. You didn’t have to wait like the rest of us for each 
subsequent book to be released! This is a very good thing, as you 
will be scrambling to read the second book the moment you finish 
the last page of this one. Skyfire tells the tale of seven children 
who are chosen from thousands of competition entrants to travel 
to each of the seven continents and record their journey on cutting 
edge new technology. On the eve of their journey, they receive a 
cryptic message which leads to a deadly attack and further threats 
of worldwide destruction. Only they can decipher the clues and 
stop future attacks! If your son likes edge of your seat action and 
codebreaking, this series is a fantastic choice. 
 
Good for readers who like 300 Minutes of Danger and 
Stormbreaker. 
 
Karen Collins 
Teacher Librarian – Junior School

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB
Orders for Issue 6 are due in by Monday 9 September. Orders can 
be submitted online via the Scholastic website or the LOOP app.

Two teams of three designed and built lunar landing modules as part of 
the Governor General’s Science Challenge for 2019.  One representative 
from each team presented their designs at the Governor General’s House 
along with schools from across the Canberra region. Questacon ran a 
series of science experiments throughout the day which were enjoyed 
by all. Congratulations to Henry Ryan 6K and Jarvis Christie 6D who 
represented their teams and the Junior School at this event.

GOVERNOR GENERAL’S SCIENCE 
CHALLENGE
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Now in its ninth year, Marist College Canberra has been running the 
Year 10 Service and Reflection Day which encourages students to step 
up and step out to serve the wider community, reflect on their God given 
blessings and explore how these can be lovingly shared with others. 
These two days of experiential learning take the students outside of the 
classroom environment, beyond their comfort zone and stretch them to 
have an encounter that is life changing. We have heard many wonderful 
stories of encounter, challenge and opportunities to develop leadership 
skills and yesterday was no different. Staff reported students making 
connections with people in the venues they visited, learning the life 
stories of elderly people and managing the demands/joy of supporting 
students with special needs.  
 
The Reflection days were generously staffed by House Deans or their 
delegate and effectively facilitated by Leesa Callaghan and Terence 
Pereira. The Year 12 Marist Youth Ministry team plays an important role in 
the peer to peer ministry of these days and offers small group leadership, 
personal sharing, drama and games. We are grateful that our Youth 
Ministry Officer, Michael Seselja, could also be in attendance. I would like 
to thank Kathy Haseler for her excellent preparation and leadership of the 
Year 12 teams and the accompanying administration and resources. 

USE OUR GIFTS IN THE SERVICE OF OTHERS

MARIST COLLEGE ENEWS  | 4 SEPTEMBER 2019
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ST CLARE’S YOUTH RALLY

Br Bill Sullivan will be running a 
Contemplative Retreat on Saturday 
19 October at Mary Help of Christians 
Parish Hall, in Pearce.
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MEN ALIVE WEEKEND

SAVE THE DATE

www.menal ive .org .au

The purpose of  menAL IVE is  to  br ing men together, 
to  renew their  fa i th in God ,  and to  encourage them 

to become an act ive force wi th in the Church .

M E N ’ S  W E E K E N D

When was the last time you felt really alive?

men’s   weekend

God is glorified 
when men are 

fully alive     
St Ireneaus

The menALIVE Men’s Weekend is an opportunity for men to explore what makes them feel fully alive.  The experience 
of the weekend is powerful and dynamic and many men are inspired and encouraged with a new sense of purpose 
and mission.   The weekend is organised by men in your local community and conducted by an experienced team of 
menALIVE leaders.  It is suitable for all men from 18 years of age.

9th 10th NOVEMBER 2019
St Patrick' s Parish Centre

St Patrick's Murray St Cooma

For more information, contact:

Kevin Dunn
0409 521 619

Bernie Sullivan
0491 225 265

Come along and invite your mates.
A non-residential experience, 
billeting available for those 

who live out of Cooma.
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Marist Australian  
Football Club
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CONGRATULATIONS TO… 

Rowan Harrison Year 10 
MC5 who was selected 
to represent School Sport 
ACT in golf at the State 
Championships in Perth in 
August. 

Jack Leverett Year 7 HA8 
who was selected in the 
ACT Schoolboys Football 
team that competed in the 
Australian Schoolboys 
Championships in August. 

Cooper Morgan Year 12 
CR7 who has been selected 
in the Australian Under 18 
Baseball World Cup squad 
competing in the World Cup 
Tournament in South Korea 
in August – September.

Sebastian Arranz Year 8 LA4, Lachlan Campbell Year 8 PA3 and Kristian Nel Year 8 CR1 
who were selected to officiate at the School Sports Australia 12 years and under Football 
Championships in Canberra in August. 
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WINTER PRESENTATION EVENINGS 
 
Dear Families, 
 
In celebration of another successful winter sport season at Marist, 
please see below the dates and times for each clubs Presentation 
Evening. It is an expectation of the College that all students should 
be in attendance of these evenings to ensure their efforts are 
acknowledged. Students attending are to dress in full school uniform, 
complete with polished shoes. 
 
Presentation Evenings:   
 

 
Paul Mead  
Head of Sport 

Code Date Venue Start Time

Basketball 9 September Senior Hall 6.00pm

Australian Rules 10 September Senior Hall 6.30pm

Rugby 12 September Senior Hall 6.00pm

Football 16 September Senior Hall 6.30pm

Hockey 15 October Pavilion 6.00pm 

ACT SCHOOL SPORT  
REGISTRATION PROCEDURES 
 
Anyone interested in trialling for the various regional sports needs to 
log onto the ACT Sports website and register for the sport that your 
child wishes to trial. It is the responsibility of parents to monitor the 
website for any upcoming sporting events if your child is interested 
in competing in the regional competitions. Click here to access the 
website. 
 
A reminder: If your child is successful in being selected for an ACT 
team to participate in a national or regional tournament, you need to 
write a formal letter to the Deputy Headmaster or Head of Junior 
School to seek permission for absences longer than two days 
from school during this period.  
 
Once the College has received such a request for your son’s 
participation in an activity with ACT Schools Sport, his absence 
can then be formally approved. Secondly, we will be also able to 
acknowledge his achievement in the College newsletter.  
 
Paul Mead  
Head of Sport

TEAM DIVISION OPPOSITION RESULT
1st XV Div 1 Uni-Norths 20 – 17 Win

3rd XV Div 3 Broulee 60 – 0 Win

16 Royal Div 1 Broulee 56 – 7 Win

15 Royal Div 1 Grammar 41 – 5 Win

14 Royal Div 1 Vikings 7 – 14 Loss

14 Sky Div 2 Broulee 14 – 19 Loss

13 Royal Div 1 St Edmunds 12 – 38 Loss

12 Royal Div 1 St Edmunds 26 – 0 Win

12 Sky Div 2 Yass 24 – 5 Win

11 Royal Div 1 Wests 63 – 0 Win

11 Sky Div 2 Easts 21 – 35 Loss

10 Royal Div 1 Queanbeyan 62 – 0 Win

10 Sky Div 2 Queanbeyan 20 – 47 Loss

RUGBY
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FOOTBALL BASKETBALL

TEAM OPPOSITION RESULT
U18 Div 1: 1st XI Canberra Grammar School 2nd XI Won 9 – 0

U18 Div 2: 2nd XI Belnorth FC Won 7 – 1

U18 Div 3 Sky Majura FC Won 4 – 2

U18 Div 3 Royal Burgmann Crusaders Lost 1 – 3

U16 Div 1 Belconnen United Development 
Squad Lost 1 – 3

U16 Div 3 Belnorth FC Lost 2 – 3

U15 Div 1 Queanbeyan City FC Won by forfeit

U15 Div 3 Belsouth FC Lost 3 – 4

U14 Div 1 Majura FC Won 5 – 1

U14 Div 2 St Edmunds Draw 1 – 1

U14 Div 3 Canberra Grammar School B Won 6 – 0

U13 Div 1 Majura Galaxy Won 5 – 3

U13 Div 2 Belsouth Sabres Won 3 – 1

U13 Div 3 Royal Woden Valley Roar Won 3 – 1

U13 Div 3 Sky Brindabella Blues FC Won 8 – 0

U13 Div 4 Canberra Grammar School C Won 4 – 1

U12 Div 1 Belnorth FC Blue Won 2 – 0

U12 Div 2 Gungahlin United Hurricanes Lost  0 – 8

U12 Div 4 Woden Valley Ninjas Draw 3 – 3

U11 Red Woden Valley Lightning Draw 1 – 1

U11 Green Tuggeranong United FC Won 4 – 0

U11 White Majura Devils Lost 0 – 5

U11 Blue Majura Hammers Lost 2 – 3

U10 Red Canberra FC Lost 0 – 7

U10 Green Capital Country Red Bellies Draw 2 – 2

U10 White Tuggeranong United FC Lost 1 – 2

U10 Blue Bye   

TEAM DIV OPPOSITION RESULT
U12 College Div 1 Queanbeyan Roadrunners 38 – 60 Loss

U12 Royal Div 3 Gungahlin Flames 47 – 20 Win

U12 Sky Div 5 Gungahlin Flames 12 – 32 Loss

U12 Blue Div 6 Belconnen Ramblers 20 –   0 Win

U14 College Div 1 WC Woden Dodgers 94 – 30 Win

U14 Royal Div 2 Belconnen Ramblers 26 – 35 Loss

U14 Sky Div 3 Norths Storm 23 – 34 Loss

U14 Blue Div 3 Tuggeranong Southern Cross 50 – 15 Win

U14 Navy Div 4 WC Woden Dodgers 37 –   7 Win

U14 Marine Div 4 Warriors 21 – 30 Loss

U14 Cobalt Div 6 Marist Steel 33 –   5 Win

U14 Steel Div 6 Marist Cobalt   5 – 33 Loss

U16 College Div 1 Wests Basketball Club 65 – 97 Loss

U16 Royal Div 2 Belconnen Ramblers 39 – 40 Loss

U16 Sky Div 2 Bye   

U16 Blue Div 3 Belconnen Ramblers 39 – 26 Win

U16 Navy Div 3 Radford Hawks 38 – 41 Loss

U16 Marine Div 4 WC Woden Dodgers 17 – 45 Loss

U16 Cobalt Div 4 Daramalan College 34 – 33 Win

U16 Steel Div 5 Belconnen Ramblers Black 43 – 33 Win

U16 Aqua Div 5 Belconnen Ramblers Gold 43 – 35 Win

U16  
Sapphire

Div 6 Tuggeranong Vikings 44 – 27 Win

U19 College Div 1 Wests Basketball Club 76 – 85 Loss

U19 Royal Div 2 Ginninderra Rats 32 – 61 Loss

U19 Sky Div 2 St Edmund’s College Blue 34 – 39 Loss

U19 Blue Div 3 CGS Bobcats 21 – 40 Loss

U19 Navy Div 3 Radford Jets 41 – 26 Win

U19 Marine Div 4 Daramalan College 10 – 28 Loss

U19 Cobalt Div 4 Belconnen Ramblers 43 – 20 Win

U19 Steel Div 6 Tuggeranong Southern Cross 26 – 53 Loss
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