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Servo Fidem
MOTTO

I Keep the Faith.

CROSS AND TORCH
Symbols for religion and learning inseparably linked in this Catholic School.

OPEN BOOK
Book of the Gospels - a reminder of the central place the Word of God has in our lives.

SIX POINTED STAR
Commonwealth Star - symbolises Australia and reminds us of our 

love for our country and our duty towards all Australians and others.

INTERWOVEN A AND M CROWNED WITH STARS
Marist Symbol - Ave Maria, crowned with twelve stars (cf Rev. 12.1). 

Highlights the place Mary, the mother of Jesus, has in the life of this College.
 

College Motto – Servo Fidem

2 Timothy 4, 7

The second letter of Paul to Timothy is a presentation 
of the apostle’s teaching to his friend and companion, and so to all Christians.

From it we derive our motto, I Keep the Faith.

Bonum certamen certavi, cursum consummavi, fidem servavi.

I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course,
I have kept the faith.
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At Marist Junior 
School we... 
 
Respect and 
innovate upon 
the Marist 
tradition of 
schooling 
 
Create a solid 
foundation 
upon which 
each boy can 
grow and thrive 
 
Recognise and 
maximise the 
uniqueness of 
boys’ education 
 
Strive for 
personal 
excellence in all 
areas of College 
life

Marist College Canberra 
Junior School
Foundation Statements

This image of the river Gier is taken upstream from L’Hermitage (St Chamond, France) 

and is a powerful symbol of Marist spirituality. It is the place of  ‘Water from the Rock’.
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From the Headmaster

I welcome you and your family to our Marist community. I trust that our association will be happy and 
that we can work in partnership with you in helping to make your son unearth his talents to ensure 
he is a happy, well-adjusted and contributing member of the community. 
 
Schools today are large and complex organisations and may look intimidating to an outsider or to a 
family becoming involved with the school for the first time. This information booklet is intended to 
give you an insight into what life at the College will be like for you and your son. It also introduces the 
structures and procedures that are in place to ensure that it operates efficiently. 
 
I hope that you are able to get a sense of the rich and vibrant learning environment offered here at 
Marist College Canberra and in particular gain an understanding of its Catholic and Marist ethos. 
 
Please take time to read through the booklet and use it as a reference as the need arises. The 
College website (www.maristc.act.edu.au) is another source of information you may wish to explore. 
It includes an extensive range of documentation, and I draw your attention in particular to the 
following documents: Core Values Statement and Charter of Learning and Teaching. 
 
This booklet will be reprinted annually as will the school calendar, the student diary, Senior 
handbook, and the annual report. All of these contain valuable information and I encourage you to 
become familiar with them. 
 
We are proud of our Marist tradition of hospitality and I extend a warm welcome to you and your 
family.  
 
If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact the College on 62987200 
(Senior School) or 62987271 (Junior School), where Front Office staff will be only too pleased to help. 
 
God bless you and your family.

Matthew Hutchison   Eamonn Moore
Headmaster    Assistant Head of School - Junior School

Our mission is simple: to run an exceptional Catholic school for boys, in the Marist 
tradition, where the Good News of Jesus Christ is proclaimed and where faith, 
educational excellence and the call to justice are reconciled and lived. Marist College, 
in partnership with the families of its students, aims to build on the initial formative 
influence of the family, in the lifelong process of Christian education. 

Core Values Statement - Our College
Marist College Canberra is a Catholic learning community illumined by the gospel of Jesus Christ 
and founded in the Marist tradition of St Marcellin Champagnat. Our core values derive from our 
understanding of the gospels and Marist characteristics as modeled by Jesus Christ and Marcellin 
Champagnat.

Mission Statement
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The Heart of Our College

Our core values
Our response to the gospel message is to make Jesus Christ known 
and loved. We seek joyful witness through our motto Servo Fidem, 
by passing on our faith in God to others and living in a way that is 
faithful to the gospel call to love our neighbor, especially the most 
neglected. We offer an opportunity to listen to the gospel message 
of Jesus Christ, to embrace these values and to accept the challenge 
of living them out through the witness of faithful Christian service.

Informed by both the values inherent in the gospels and in these 
Marist characteristics of education, Marist College Canberra upholds 
the core values of faith, love, justice, compassion and hospitality.

Faith
As we follow in the footsteps of Saint Marcellin, we strive to give 
practical expression to our Catholic faith in evangelisation of young 
people.

Love
We acknowledge that our love of God calls us to love of self, love of 
neighbour, love of work, love of learning, and love of our College in 
the way we take pride in all that we do.

Justice
We strive to see each person as equal in dignity and worthy of respect. 
We are honest in our relationships with one another, remembering 
always to act with a spirit of forgiveness and listen carefully to all 
voices before making decisions. This attitude leads us to reach out to 
the wider community to those who suffer injustice.

Compassion
We seek to live in solidarity with others, letting our presence be a 
good example to our students and those with whom we work. 
We strive to be aware of the suffering of others and respond with 
sensitivity and respect in times of need. Compassion is a sign of our 
mateship with those in need.

Hospitality
We seek to be a welcoming school community which is open to 
others and embraces diversity. Our service to others is an expression 
of this hospitality.

Values

Marist College is first and foremost a Catholic school in the Marist tradition where education in the faith is given a privileged place.  We live by 
a set of values that we think should influence every aspect of the life and work of the school.
 

• Every boy at the College is treated as an individual and given the opportunity to excel.
• We support and complement parents in their responsibilities as the principal and first educators of their children.
• We believe that teenagers have an enormous capacity to absorb new experiences and that as a staff we have a duty to harness this facility 

so that they can grow spiritually, intellectually, morally and socially.
• We want the boys to be engaged with, and by, a spirit of learning that will last well beyond their time at the school.
• The school ought to be always receptive to change and open to the future.  It should be a place where people take risks, try new ideas 

and test their limits.

Vision
We want to create a school that nurtures and strengthens our students as they are transformed into better and more compassionate people.  
We invite young people to engage in an education that sets high expectations and uncompromising standards.  In the process, we give 
them a chance to test themselves against the best they think they can be, to grow in the knowledge of the Catholic faith, to develop a loving 
relationship with Jesus Christ and to build a Christian community.

Commitment by Parents/Guardians 
By enrolling your sons at Marist College Canberra, you have agreed to your son participating in various College events.  These include liturgical 
events, the College outdoor education and retreat programs, sporting carnivals and the annual walkathon. You have also agreed that your 
son will involve himself in co-curricular activities at the College during the year and if he plays rugby, football, Australian Football, cricket, 
basketball or hockey, he does so for the corresponding Marist Club.  
 
It is in making this commitment that we as a Marist community can endeavour to encourage and develop the Marist spirit and camaraderie in 
our boys.  We often hear ex-students speak of how proud they are ‘to be Marist’ and it is in supporting our ethos that the Marist charism can 
become real for our boys.   

Mission Statement   continued...
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The origins of Marist College Canberra are found in the first school established by the Marist Brothers in Australia, St Patrick’s in Harrington 

Street, in The Rocks area of Sydney.  At the request of Archbishop Polding, the first archbishop of Sydney, four young Brothers had arrived 

in the colony of New South Wales in 1872: a Frenchman, two Irishmen and a Scot. Within six weeks they had opened a school and, in 1875 a 

separate ‘high school’ on the same site.

Demographic and educational changes forced the difficult decision to close the High School at Darlinghurst at the end of 1968 and to transfer 

its badge, colours and motto to Canberra.

 

In the previous year, the Marist Brothers had responded to an invitation from the Archbishop of Canberra to start a school in the Woden Valley. 

On 30 January 1968, the first 97 pupils were accepted by Brother Crispin. For the first term, classes were conducted in the old Forestry School 

at Yarralumla before the boys and four Brothers transferred to partially completed buildings in Melrose Drive, Pearce on 28 May 1968. Brother 

Crispin was succeeded as Headmaster by Brother Mark May who oversaw the introduction of the first secondary classes in 1970.

In 2018, we celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the creation of fine young men with a series of events at the College and in the local community.

Brief History of the College

“we must love them all; 

we must love them equally”    
– Marcell in Champagnat
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Student Wellbeing and Pastoral Care
There is an expectation that when your son comes to 
school he will have rights similar to those he has at 
home - to feel safe; to be treated with respect; to receive 
just and fair treatment. 

The College encourages boys to represent their families 
and College with pride; guides them towards accepting 
responsibility fully and enthusiastically; and asks that 
boys concern themselves with the well-being of others.

Courtesy and Respect
Relationships among all members of the Marist community 

should be characterised by courtesy and concern for each other. 

Students should show this by always being ready with a friendly 

greeting when passing a member of staff and visitors to the 

College. Movement in buildings, games in the grounds, lining up 

and purchasing at the canteen should be marked by politeness 

and respect. 

Respect for property is also regarded as very important. Theft, 

vandalism or graffiti should be unknown in the College.

Safe School Policy
The College has a Safe School Policy which reinforces the 

expectation that everyone has the right to be treated with respect 

and dignity and to feel safe as a member of the College Community. 

Effective measures are in place to deal with instances of bullying 

and students are encouraged to respond to any bullying in a 

responsible and appropriate manner. This should always involve it 

being reported to a member of the College staff.

Code of Conduct
Within each class a set of ‘Class Rules’ or ‘Class Rights and 

Responsibilities’ is established. These encourage a cooperative 

atmosphere which values the individuality of class members, both 

within and beyond the classroom. The Marist Code of Conduct is 

regularly reinforced with the students of the Junior School.

Restorative Practice
Through Restorative Practice we seek to enhance relationships 

among students, and between students, teachers, and parents, 

so as to nurture our sense of community at the College. The 

Restorative Practice philosophy, which is in keeping with our Marist 

approach to education and behaviour management, provides 

our students with the opportunity to develop self-discipline and 

positive behaviours in a caring, supportive environment.  

A positive school climate, in which young people feel connected, 

is the best environment for learning.

Our aims are:
• To educate students towards self-directed right behaviour

• To promote, nurture and protect healthy relationships among 

members of the community

• To enable students to be accountable for the real 

consequences of any wrongdoing

• To learn from their mistakes.

We believe that our approach to student behaviour management 

should primarily be an educative one. That is, the fundamental 

aim of our behaviour management philosophy and practice 

should be for students to learn to be responsible for themselves 

and their actions and to make genuine, positive contributions to 

their community. A Restorative approach sees conflict or wrong-

doing firstly as an opportunity for students to learn about the 

consequences of their actions, to develop empathy with others, 

and to seek to make amends in such a way as to strengthen the 

community bonds that may have been damaged.

Student Leadership 
The Junior School offers leadership roles in the form of School 

Captain and Vice Captain as well as House Captains and  

Vice-Captains. Also, each class has four sets of Captains and Vice 

Captains during the year. These leadership roles encourage good 

example, special duties, responsibility and representation. Parents 

are invited to induction ceremonies. 
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Together we create fine young men… 
As Junior School teachers we work together with each boy’s parents, co-curricular leaders and other members of 

the College community to create fine young men. 
We do this by fulfilling and employing the 4 Pillars of care within our own classrooms. 

As a Junior School Teacher, I will…. 

 Be a caring presence 
to each boy in my 
class and mentor 

him on his journey 
through Marist 
Junior School 

Provide academic 
care to each of the 

boys in my class and 
be a role model as a 

lifelong learner 

Build a sense of
belonging and 

community within 
my class, our year 
level and across 

the Junior School 

Encourage and 
provide 

opportunities for 
involvement for the 

boys in my class 

 4 PILLARS OF CARE 
in the Junior School

Listen to my boys 
 

Have one on one 
conversations with them 

 
Talk with them about 

sport, music, weekends, 
hobbies and family events 

Know who their friends 
are 

Support them in their 
spiritual journey 

 
Read the signs – be aware 

how my boys are 
behaving in class. 

Recognise if they seem 
withdrawn or stressed  

Be a ‘day-to-day’ mentor 
and guide to my boys-: 

help them develop 
resilience and 
independence. 

Follow up issues when 
they arise 

Advise and follow up   
uniform, discipline and 

attendance matters with 
the particular boy as soon 

as possible 
 

Maintain contact with my 
boys’ parents/families 

Provide a framework and 
atmosphere in which 

successes are celebrated 
and assistance and 

encouragement is readily 
available 

Encourage ‘Personal Best’ 

Assist my boys with 
reflection and goal setting 

Provide opportunities for 
my boys to discuss 

current workloads and 
homework  

Provide an opportunity 
each week for boys to 

have some school work 
“catch up “time 

Provide organisational 
assistance – Diary 

checking, homework 
planning, study skills 

Follow up Oral & 
Semester reporting 

 

 

 

 

 

Develop positive 
relationships within my 

class through social 
interaction, games and 
helping each other with 

school work 

Integrate any new 
students to the Class 

Promote 
Involvement in  

co-curricular activities 
 

Facilitate team building 
activities and use ice-
breakers and games 

Support Junior School 
& Whole College 

activities, including the 
Lenten appeal, 

Champagnat Day, 
Walkathon, Mission 

Day    

Plan and implement 
community service 
within the school or 

local community  

Facilitate Class Contact 
parent organising class 

family events once a 
Semester 

Encourage involvement 
of all boys by giving boys 

opportunity to: 

- work with other boys 
in the class  

- carry out ‘chores’ 
within the class 

Provide opportunities 
for my boys to: 

 
-  lead classroom 

activities and prayer 
 

- assist other boys with 
diaries and organisation 

 
- plan and organise 

activities for the class 
 

- plan, organise and lead 
classroom assemblies 

and other presentations 
or events 
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Pastoral Care (continued)

Awards Program
At Marist Junior School, awards are presented several times 

throughout the year. The Award usually takes the form of a 

Certificate. Parents are always welcomed and encouraged to attend 

the presentations. The various awards include:

Semester Awards 
The following awards are presented each semester:

• Contribution to College Life (2 per class)

• Consistent Effort (3 per class)

• Academic Achievement (3 per class)

End of Year Awards 
At the end of the year, there are a number of awards presented in 

each Year group. These are in addition to the Semester Two awards 

as outlined above.

In each class one of each of the following is awarded. 

* Marcellin Award *Academic Award

Year 6

The awards for Year 6 are presented at the Presentation Ceremony. 

In addition to the above, each student receives a certificate to 

certify that he has completed his Primary Education. Up to ten 

students from each Year 6 class may receive their certificate with 

either:

• Commendation for Outstanding Effort  

or Academic Excellence. 

Other awards presented to Year 6 at the end of the school year 

are: 

• The Champagnat Medal 

• The Brother Mark May Award for Leadership 

• The Brother Anthony Atkinson Award for Academic Achievement

• The Doctor Reg Fetterplace Award for Sportsman of the Year

• The Brother Cletus Drew ‘Marist Boy’ Award  

College Merit Certificates
Junior School Students may receive a College Merit Certificate by 

collecting four Merit slips for good behaviour in some or all of the 

following areas:

• Displaying College Spirit

• Displaying a Positive Attitude

• Generally Good Behaviour

• Working Well in Class

By obtaining four Merit Certificates the boys are eligible for an 

Assistant Head of School - Junior School certificate.

Once two Assistant Head of School - Junior School certificates have 

been attained the boys receive a Headmaster’s Commendation.

College Merit Certificates are obtainable for all students from Year 

4 through to Year 12. 

Disciplinary Procedures 
Whilst the majority of discipline issues are dealt with by individual 

teachers in the classroom or on the playground, the Junior 

School has in place a system to address persistent and/or serious 

misbehaviour. This system establishes a consistency of approach 

that is carried through to the Senior School and is based upon the 

recording of misbehaviour. If deemed appropriate, action such 

as Afternoon Detention or the removal of specific privileges may 

be taken. In rare cases continuing enrolment may be called into 

question.

The classroom teacher is the first point of contact for any matters 

regarding your son. Open and honest communication by way of 

diary, note, telephone, email or meeting is often the best course 

of action to set a supportive and coordinated framework for your 

son. You are encouraged to email the individual teacher to make 

an agreed meeting time. 

Counsellor
Our College Counsellor is available in the Junior School to discuss 

any concerns or difficulties being experienced by individual boys. 

Referrals/ requests may be made through your son’s teacher or the 

Head of Student Wellbeing Junior School.

Any counselling which takes place with a Junior School student 

requires the prior agreement of a parent.
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Marist College strives to be a place of human excellence where people, in relationship 
with one another, meet Jesus Christ. We seek to build an environment that nurtures and 
strengthens our young as they grow toward fullness in Christ. Religious Education holds 
an integral place in this overall goal and is central to the College’s broader curriculum.

Religious Education

Religious Education Curriculum
Over the coming years, our Religious Education curriculum will transfer to units based on 

documentation from the Archdiocese of Brisbane. They provide a meaningful way for students to 

explore and reflect upon their life experiences in the light of the Christian story, tradition and vision. 

This initiative is being adopted across the Archdiocese of Canberra and Goulburn.

Liturgy, Prayer and Celebration
As a Catholic school we celebrate major feasts of the liturgical year. As a Catholic school in the Marist tradition, we particularly celebrate 

those days dedicated to Mary, Mother of Jesus, as well as St Marcellin’s Feast Day (6 June) and other significant church events. Such 

celebrations may occur within the class, as a Junior School or as a whole College. 

 

Prayer is a regular part of every day and every class. During the year, each class or year group has the opportunity to participate in a class 

Mass. Every Friday morning of the school year the boys and parents are welcome to attend the 8.10am Mass in the College Chapel.

Sacramental Programs
Sacramental Programs are parish-based and all families are to contact their parish to register and collect sacramental packs. All organisation 

is the sole responsibility of the parents. The College nurtures and supports all boys in their personal sacramental journey. 

 

Confirmation is conferred upon Catholic boys in Year 6. During Religious Education lessons at school, the Year 6 classes in Term 1 will 

complete a program covering Confirmation together with a Retreat Day.  

 

Eucharist is celebrated in Year 4. During Religious Education lessons, the Year 4 boys will engage in a program of prayerful celebration to 

support the parish-based sacramental program.

Faith Formation
Marist College Canberra provides a strong Faith Formation program from Year 4 through to Year 12. In the Junior School the students 

participate in the Brothers Together program which builds relationships between the younger students and the older ones based on faith. Each 

year level participates in Faith Formation activities and reflection. All students collect work pieces, photographs and/or art pieces depicting 

faith experiences and their faith journey. Their work is kept in their Faith Formation Folios and, when they graduate in Year 12, they will receive 

their Folios as a memento of their faith journey.
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Curriculum

Class Structure
There are 15 classes in the Junior School. We aim to keep the 

maximum number of boys in each class to approximately thirty.  

Each class reflects the broad range of abilities within our school. 

Curriculum
The Junior School aims to give the students a broad, systematic 

education in the following key learning areas:

The Junior School has a school-based curriculum in line with the 

Australian Curriculum.

Library
A well-resourced and readily available Library operates throughout 

the school term and is very much at the centre of learning and 

classroom planning in the Junior School. 

Students visit the Library for two lessons each week. Their literature 

focused lesson enables the students to work with their classroom 

teacher and the teacher librarian to borrow books that will engage 

and extend them. Boys are also able to borrow books of interest and 

are strongly encouraged to make maximum use of this excellent 

facility. Boys can also borrow e-books. Their other weekly lesson 

focusses on digital technologies (coding and robotics) and research 

skills.

Japanese
Japanese is the language taught in all years in the Junior School and 

provides a solid foundation for continuing study. Lessons generally 

consist of oral work, activities and cultural appreciation and are 

taken in a dedicated classroom. The lessons take place once a week.

Performing Arts
All boys in the Junior School receive lessons in music, movement 

and drama within each school year by a specialist teacher. The 

lessons take place once a week.

Music Tuition 
Each student in the Junior School has the opportunity to join the 

Marist College Junior Band and/or have private or group lessons 

on a chosen instrument. The College has private teachers for 

flute, clarinet, oboe, bassoon, trumpet, trombone, French horn, 

euphonium, tenor horn, tuba, saxophone, percussion, drums, 

ukulele mandarin, guitar, violin, viola, double bass, bass guitar, 

piano, keyboard and voice. These involve an extra tuition fee. 

Information about tuition is sent home at the beginning of the year.

Information Communication 
Technology
Interactive touchscreens with multi-media capabilities are 

utilised in every classroom. Chromebooks are provided 

for student use while at school. Teachers plan and teach 

interesting lessons on a variety of topics across all curriculum 

areas which enhance the ICT experience of all students. 

 

The Internet, College Learning Management Systems and a range 

of external resources are available for curriculum-related activities. 

Technology use is directed and supervised at all times and Internet 

access is filtered and monitored. Each student is provided with a 

specific username and password. All students and parents are 

required to sign the College ‘Student ICT Use Agreement’ which 

outlines particular responsibilities.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Religious Education 
Mathematics
Science
Health and Physical Education
Technologies 
English  

Humanities and Social Sciences 
Visual Arts
Performing Arts
Languages other than English -
 Japanese
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Curriculum (continued)

National Assessment Program 
Literacy and Numeracy 
Marist College participates in the Year 5 National Assessment 

Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). NAPLAN will assess 

the students in reading, writing, language conventions (including 

spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy. NAPLAN 

came online in 2018.

NAPLAN is implemented across Australia. Testing for NAPLAN will 

take place over several days. Student reports from this assessment 

program will be given to the College and to parents. Further 

information can be obtained by contacting the Curriculum 

Coordinator.

Academic Competitions
Each year the Junior School participates in a number of external 

academic competitions including those in English, Spelling, 

Mathematics and Science conducted by the University of New 

South Wales (ICAS) and the Australian Mathematics Competition 

conducted by the University of Canberra.

Excursions and Visiting Performers
During the year classes undertake excursions which are supportive 

of work covered in class. On occasion, visiting performers come to 

the College for the cultural enrichment of the boys. The costs of 

excursions are covered by the camp and excursion fee (included 

in your term fees).

Year Camps
The College has a comprehensive and well-recognised Outdoor 

Education Program. When students enrol at Marist they do so on 

the understanding that they will participate fully in this program. 

The only exception to this would be on the grounds of health. All 

boys are involved in the following camps:

The program is organised as follows. Please note this is subject to 

change. 

Year 4 two days and one night 

Year 5 three days and two nights

Year 6 four days and three nights
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Curriculum (continued)

Books and Stationery
The book hire levy is included in the term account. This levy covers 

the cost of books on loan and the cost of purchasing text books 

for students.  It also contributes toward the cost of, for example, 

printing, art/craft materials and other items provided to the boys 

throughout the school year. 

The boys will need to bring a large pencil case on the first day of 

school.

Stationery Packs with all the essential class requirements for the 

boys will be provided on the first day of school and the cost will 

be included in Term 1 fees. The supply of the packs by the school 

enables each boy to have the same quality material that should 

last the year.

Any required item not included in the pack will be advised by the 

class teacher.  All items should subsequently be marked clearly 

with your son’s full name. Lost items are to be replaced by parents.

LIQUID PAPER IS NOT TO BE BROUGHT TO SCHOOL

Reporting
Written reports are provided at the end of each semester and 

from 2019, will be available on the College Portal. Oral reporting is 

usually conducted late in Term 1.

There might be a need to discuss aspects of your son’s schooling 

at times other than those mentioned above. The College 

encourages you to make an appointment with your son’s teacher/s  

and/or the Assistant Head of School - Junior School should it 

be felt that aspects of his schooling, including progress, require 

discussion. This may need to occur early in the year, regularly, or 

as the need arises.

Homework
As a general rule homework is set Monday to Thursday. It would 

normally be directed towards the consolidation or revision of 

work covered in class and is seen as a regular and important part 

of the school day at Marist College.

Outlined in the table below are the organisation guidelines which 

should prove useful in helping your son consistently set aside an 

appropriate amount of time each weekday evening.

Please note the following regarding homework:

• Should homework not be completed a note in your son’s 

diary is requested.

• Project or assignment tasks may fall outside the above 

guidelines.

• Sport training or other activities are not expected to interfere 

with homework.

• Whilst it is expected that the above guidelines be followed, 

the requirements for completing homework may vary 

between individual teachers and for individual students.

Should you wish to discuss aspects of your son’s homework please 

contact his teacher. 

Enrichment and Learning Support (ELS)
The College has the services of an ELS Department whose role 

it is to work with the classroom teachers to identify and assist 

those boys whose needs require a specific program which will 

aid their progress in their mainstream class. The ELS Department 

also coordinates a home-reading program for those students who 

experience difficulty with their reading.

There is also an opportunity for students exceeding expectations 

in particular subjects to receive work above grade level.

Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
Maths 10-15 minutes 15-20 minutes 20 minutes
Reading 10-15 minutes 10-20 minutes 10-20 minutes
Other 
(written or study)

10-20 minutes 20 minutes 20-30 minutes

Maximum time of 
set homework per 
night

40 minutes 50 minutes 60 minutes
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Curriculum (continued)

Class PE and Sport
Weekly PE lessons are conducted by a specialist PE teacher and 

focus upon learning and practising sport skills. For these lessons 

the PE uniform is brought to school and the boys change into it 

prior to the lesson.

Each week classes have a sports period which reflects the skills 

learnt in PE lessons. These games vary weekly and may be major 

or modified games. The boys wear their Friday Sports Uniform to 

school as outlined in this handbook.

House System and Carnivals
There are four Junior School Houses into which boys are 

placed. The Houses compete in annual swimming, athletics and  

cross-country carnivals from which boys are selected to represent 

the College in inter-school carnivals.

Throughout the year each House is celebrated through a ‘House 

Day’.  The boys of the relevant House participate in special activities 

to commemorate the day and celebrate their House patron. The 

boys compete in a House singing competition with a fund-raising 

focus. 

The four Junior Houses are as follows:

• CHISHOLM  HOUSE   (Red) 

Named after Caroline Chisholm who was a most remarkable 

woman in early Australian history.  For thirty years this 

woman, married to an English army officer and mother of six 

children, made over her life to the cause and comfort of the 

emigrant poor.  She personally settled 11,000 people on the 

land, many of them in the Yass area.

• O’DONOGHUE  HOUSE   (Blue) 

Named after Brother Gerard O’Donoghue who was a 

Marist Brother, a scholar of renown, a highly respected 

educationalist and for twelve years, 1918 - 1923 and 1929 

– 1934, was Headmaster of the Marist Brothers High School 

Darlinghurst.  Marist College Canberra now carries the 

colours, badge, motto and tradition of Darlinghurst.

• DEMPSEY  HOUSE  (Green) 

Named after James Dempsey an Irishman who, as a result 

of his involvement in the 1798 Rebellion in Ireland was 

sentenced ‘to serve His Majesty abroad for life’.  Arriving in 

Botany Bay in 1802 and then pardoned in 1812, his home 

was to become a gathering place for Catholics at a time 

when there was no priest or bishop.  He played, then, a 

major role in what was effectively the beginnings of the 

Catholic Church in Australia.  Descendants of the Dempsey 

family settled in the Canberra region with a number of sons 

having attended Marist College.

• HARTIGAN  HOUSE  (Gold) 

Named after Patrick Hartigan, a native of Yass and a priest 

of the former Diocese of Goulburn, who is better known as 

the poet, “John O’Brien”.  He wrote many poems about the 

early settlers and places in Australia, such as, ’Said Hanrahan’, 

‘Tangmalangaloo’, ‘The Day the Inspector Comes’ and ‘The 

Old Bush School’.
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Co-Curricular

Co-curricular activities at Marist College are defined 
as programs which are structured and organised but 
exist outside of the College’s mainstream curricular 
and pastoral care program. The co-curricular program 
meets the needs, aspirations, interests and talents of the 
students within the College. It encapsulates the ethos 
of achievement and assists the College in realising its 
mission of developing fine young men. Co-curricular 
activities take place outside of the classroom setting 
and may occur before school, during school, after 
school or on weekends. Co-curricular activities build on 
and complement skills and understandings developed 
in the classroom.

In the Junior School, activities include chess, drawing, 
Lego, public speaking, Choir, Band, Science Club, 
Engineering, and sporting teams. From year to year the 
range of activities may change. Some activities may 
require a fee to cover costs or registration.

Unless otherwise stated boys would wear College 
uniform when representing the College in co-curricular 
activities.

Co-curricular Sport
Marist schools have a long tradition of encouraging boys to 

represent their College. We continue this tradition and extend the 

opportunity for boys to represent Marist College in a weekend 

sporting team.

The sports offered are:

AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL BASKETBALL CRICKET  

HOCKEY   JUDO  RUGBY

FOOTBALL (soccer)  ROWING

   

There is a sign-on period for these sports and an associated 

registration fee. Parents should check the appropriate sports page 

on the College website for information. Each sport has its own 

uniform. Parents are encouraged to assist with the coaching and 

managing of these teams and may be called upon to assist with 

transport, scoring and administration. Marist welcomes parental 

involvement in sport as it is essential to the viability and vitality 

of the activity. 

Each sporting club has its own Code of Conduct which clearly sets 

out the expectations for players, coaches, managers and parents.

Sports Policy
The sports policy of Marist College Canberra applies equally to 

all Marist students from Years 4 to 12. While it is not absolutely 

required that a boy plays sport for the College it is highly popular 

amongst boys and families and a means by which boys and 

families can actively participate in the life of the College.

If a Marist student elects to play a sport offered by the College it 

is expected that he will play for Marist College. Sports in which 

students can participate include:

Athletics, Australian Football (AFL), Basketball, Cricket, Cross 

Country, Football (Soccer), Hockey, Judo, Rowing, Rugby, Snow 

Sports and Swimming.

The Sports Policy is included as a condition of enrolment in 

the Enrolment Acceptance Form. It is explained at the time of 

enrolment interview. Boys and parents commit to adhering to the 

sports policy when they sign  the enrolment acceptance form. 

The Policy ensures that students are not put in the position of 

having to play against Marist – a situation which would do serious 

damage to school spirit.

Playing for the College is a privilege and students should be proud 

to play for their school.

As a rule the College does not grant exemptions to the Policy*. 

# If there are pressing personal or pastoral reasons for a particular 

exemption from the expectations stated above, parents should 

write in the first instance to the Sportsmaster, who will discuss 

such an application with the Headmaster. 
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Any student, who fails to comply with the sports policy or who 

plays against a Marist team will become ineligible to nominate 

for, be appointed to, or retain certain student leadership positions 

which may become available during that year or in future years. 

These positions include all captains, vice-captains, service or 

sports captains in both the Senior and Junior Schools. Only at the 

discretion of the Headmaster, may these requirements be waived. 

Should a boy and his family choose to ignore the College Sports 

Policy it will bring into question the boy’s continued enrolment at 

Marist College.

* Exemptions will be considered for those boys wishing to play 

Premier League Football for outside clubs as the College does 

not field teams at this level.

# An exemption will be granted to a student who identifies as 

Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander who intends playing 

for an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander team and not for 

Marist. The family will inform the College Sportsmaster before 

the start of each season. Such students will be permitted to play 

against Marist College when their Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait 

Islander team is playing Marist College.

Representative Associations
The Junior School is a member of the following sporting 

associations:

• South Weston Primary Schools Sports Association

• A.C.T. Primary School Sports Association

If chosen, the boys can represent the College in the following sports:

ATHLETICS AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL BASKETBALL

CROSS COUNTRY HOCKEY   JUDO

RUGBY UNION FOOTBALL (soccer)  SWIMMING

By taking part in the carnivals, the boys are competing against 

government and non-government schools in the area. If 

successful, individuals have the opportunity to represent the 

Zone at the A.C.T. Primary Schools Sports Association (ACTPSSA) 

Carnivals which may lead to ACT representation. Participation 

in representative teams is subject to satisfactory conduct and 

progress.

Co-Curricular (continued)
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The governing body of Marist College Canberra is the Provincial Council 
of the Marist Brothers. The Council entrusts the normal administration of 
the College to the Headmaster who is assisted by an Executive, a member 
of which is the Assistant Head of School - Junior School. The Assistant 
Head of School - Junior School is supported by a Head of Student 
Wellbeing Junior School and coordinators of Religion, Curriculum and 
Sport.

Junior School Organisation

Contact Information

Marist College Canberra Junior School
Marr Street, Pearce  ACT  2607

Postal Address: PO Box 727, Mawson ACT 2607

Telephone:  6298 7271 (Junior School)

Facsimile:  6298 7279 (Junior School)

Email:   juniorschool@mcc.act.edu.au

Homepage:  www.maristc.act.edu.au

The School Day
8.15am      Playground Supervision Begins

8.40am School commences

3.05 pm       Dismissal

Term Dates for 2019
Term 1  begins Monday 4 February  
  ends Friday 12 April     

Term 2  begins Monday 29 April  
  ends Friday 28 June

Term 3  begins Monday 22 July 
  ends Friday 27 September 
             
Term 4  begins Monday 14 October  
  ends Tuesday 10 December
  
* Please note: Parents will be advised through Enews if

there are any changes to these dates. 
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Absences
All absences, part day as well as whole days, are required by statutory 

requirements to be recorded. In the case of your son being absent 

for a part or whole day, parents are required to notify the school by 

SMS. Please advise the classroom teacher when an absence is likely 

to extend beyond two days.

To report a student absence:

SMS 0428 262 674

Include: 

Boy’s full name

Year and Class

Reason

Date of Absence

The SMS notification does not require a separate note. 

Leave Request
There will be occasions when prevailing family circumstances 

may lead to parents seeking some form of approved leave from 

school for a nominated period of time. All such requests are to 

be made in writing, directly to the Deputy Headmaster. These 

requests will be considered on an individual basis and permission 

granted based on compassionate and family circumstances. 

 

With respect to late or early leave from term, our request is that parents 

are mindful of the fact that our holidays are consistent with other 

Independent Catholic schools. Requests for late-return and early 

leave from term, or family holidays planned during term, will only be 

approved in extenuating circumstances. Extending holidays to take 

advantage of cheaper air fares is not a valid reason for a leave request.  

 

Appointments
Please try to to avoid making external appointments for students 

during school times. If there is no other alternative, please advise the 

class teacher prior to the appointment via a note or an email. Please 

note: emails would need to be sent prior to 8.30am. 

Late Arrivals
Boys should arrive at school in time for the commencement of the 

morning assembly at 8.40am. Any boy arriving after this time must 

call in to the Junior School Office, be signed in by an adult and 

receive a late slip to give to the class teacher. After 8.40am students 

are marked as formally late on the attendance records.

Late arrivals often lead to a disrupted start to the day for the boy 

and class concerned and can involve missed communication and 

instructions at Assembly and the start of class.

 
Early Departures
Should your son need to leave school early on a particular day, an 

explanatory note or email to his class teacher is required and the 

departure noted by an adult at the Office. Please note that boys are 

not permitted to leave College grounds during school hours without 

parental permission and supervision.

Permission/ Indemnity Agreement
We require signed consent for your son to take part in activities at 

Marist College Canberra, such as sport at local ovals, runs to the 

fitness track, walks up Mt Taylor, participation in off site sporting 

carnivals, etc. For major activities, such as the Year level camps, 

excursions out of the immediate area, representative sport, etc., a 

specific permission form will be sent home.

Change of Address / Telephone Number 
(including Emergency Contact Person)
It is essential that any change of address or telephone number 

be advised as soon as possible. This will ensure that records are  

up-to-date and able to be used in the case of the College needing to 

make urgent or emergency contact. Please advise address changes 

in writing.

General Information
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General Information (continued)
Communication
Good communication between home and school is the 
first step towards ensuring that all persons concerned 
with your son’s welfare and progress are well informed 
and working together. In arranging meetings with 
teachers, parents are asked to make appointments 
either through their son’s diary, an email/separate note, 
or through the Junior School Office.

Information Evening
An information evening is held in the first weeks of Term 1 and 

takes place in your son’s classroom. As well as providing a general 

opportunity to meet his teacher it allows you to acquaint yourself 

with the expectations, programmes and routines of the classroom.

Morning Assembly
The school day commences at 8.40am with a short but vital 

assembly for the boys to pray together, to communicate the day’s 

activities and to receive announcements. The announcement 

covers such items as sporting arrangements, meetings, library 

information and liturgical happenings. Boys are aware of the 

importance of listening carefully to these announcements.

This Assembly is part of the school day and it is expected that 

students arrive by 8.40am to be present for the Assembly.

Junior School Assembly
The Junior School holds a variety of assemblies throughout the 

school year. Family members and friends are invited to attend 

assemblies where appropriate. Parents are notified of upcoming 

assemblies through the College Enews. 

Marist Enews
The College releases a regular Enews, which includes a Junior 

School section. This is emailed to parents, and is published on the 

College website and Parent Portal. The Enews is very important as 

a means of communication and gives an opportunity to highlight 

certain achievements and events. Please advise of any change to 

your email address, to ensure that we can contact you.

Messages
So as to avoid classroom interruptions parents are asked to ensure 

that, where possible, boys are aware of any change to usual 

arrangements before coming to school. Please have an alternative 

plan in place for an instance of wet weather or cancellation of sport 

so phone calls are not necessary.  Please keep phone messages for 

your son for URGENT purposes only and before 2.30pm.

Diary
Diaries are supplied and given out on the first day. The College 

Diary provides the best means by which parents and relevant 

class teachers can communicate with each other. Occasional or 

ongoing comments from parent or teacher are a good way to 

show the interest held in your son’s education.  It is also a valuable 

means of the boys keeping track of their day-to-day activities and 

of any changes to travel arrangements for that day. 

College Calendar 
Each family is provided with a College Calendar which shows 

the major College activities for the year. This is distributed within 

the first week of school and outlines key events in the life of the 

College and is a major reference.

After School Care
An independent after-school care facility operates in the Junior 

School on weekday afternoons during school terms until 6.00pm. 

This facility is known as the Sports and Study Program (SASP). 

Further details are supplied in the SASP booklet which can be 

obtained from the School Office.
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Medical
No Nuts
Nut products and those containing nuts should not be brought 

to school. This is for the safety of students and staff who are 

severely allergic to nut products and whose reaction can be life-

threatening. This request extends to College functions for which 

families may be asked to provide food contributions. 

The Canteen does not knowingly sell any products containing nut 

products.  

Medication
Should your son require regular medication please contact the 

Junior School Office so that arrangements can be made for its 

supervised administration. 

• Medicine will not be administered without parental authority. 

• All medication, including temporary, should be clearly 

labelled with the student’s name and class and handed in at 

the Office.

• Medication will be administered by the Junior School First 

Aid Officer, not the classroom teacher.

• Asthma puffers are the only medication allowed to be kept by 

the student or in the classroom. All other medication is kept 

in the Medical Room. 

Special Requirements
Please ensure that we are aware of any medical conditions which 

may require some action or intervention during the school day. A 

medical form is sent home in the first week of school to ensure we 

are informed of your child’s health conditions. Appropriate forms 

are to be completed for anaphylaxis, severe asthma, epilepsy or 

other chronic condition.  The Medical Room and each class teacher 

holds a list of student’s medical conditions and an Individual 

Action Plan for life-threatening conditions. 

Illness or Accident
In the case of illness or accident boys are taken to the Medical 

Room for appropriate treatment, e.g. application of ice. 

Unless a quick recovery can be made, parents or the emergency 

contact person are called and boys remain in the Medical Room 

until they can be taken home.

Emergency
In cases where urgent qualified medical treatment is required it is 

usual for the child to be taken by ambulance to hospital. Parents 

are notified as soon as possible.

General Information (continued)
Visitor Parking
A number of reserved visitor parking spaces are available in the 

southern-most (Junior School) carpark. Enter via Gate 3. Please 

note the ‘ Left Turn Only’ sign when leaving the school grounds at 

the designated times.

Policy on Mobile Phones and 
electronic devices at School
The only acceptable electronic device in the classroom is the iPad 

used as part of the BYOD program.

We understand a number of boys have mobile phones and 

devices for their own use. The Junior School have procedures in 

place when boys do have phones. We are aware of the dangers 

of misuse, especially now that cameras and internet access are 

fixtures on most mobile phones. 

To ensure that mobile phones and electronic devices (other than 

the BYOD item) that are brought to school are kept secure, and that 

there is no opportunity for misuse of the mobile phone while on 

school property, the following procedure is in place:

Boys who bring a mobile phone or electronic devices to school are 

required to switch it off on arrival, and either keep it in their bag or 

hand it to their class teacher for safe keeping during the day. It should 

be clearly marked with the student’s name and class. The mobile 

phone may then be collected from the class teacher at the end of 

the school day. Mobile phones found at school in the possession of 

children during school hours will be confiscated.

The principal means of urgent communication with children 

during the school day should be a phone call to the office.
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College Fees
Annual Billing
Marist College Canberra school fees are billed annually. An invoice 

outlining tuition fees and levies is issued to each family prior to the 

commencement of Term 1 via email. Fee statements are issued each 

term via email to inform families of their current balance of fees. 

These statements also indicate any changes to fees or any changes 

to instalment amounts (where applicable) for the remainder of the 

year.

Payments
It is a College requirement for all families to pay their fees and levies 

by instalments via Direct Debit from a bank account or a credit card.  

The Direct Debit/Credit Card form is completed and submitted 

once during the student’s enrolment unless bank account or credit 

card details need to be updated.  The cost of processing the Direct 

Debit and Credit Card transactions is borne by the College.  Payment 

declines, however, may result in a fee being charged to the family.  

 

Fees and levies are required to be paid in accordance with one of the 

following timeframes:

• The entire balance in February (the College offers a discount for 

early payment); or

• Fortnightly, monthly or quarterly instalments commencing in 

February and ending in November.

 

Capital Levy
A compulsory Capital Levy was introduced in 2015. As an independent 

Catholic School, Marist College does not have access to the funds 

collected through the Parish Planned Giving program or the Catholic 

Education Office Building Fund. The Capital Levy is not tax deductible. 

 

School fees go towards the payment of teachers’ salaries and 

operating costs. The Capital Levy goes towards the repayment of 

loans which are used for the construction and refurbishment of 

College buildings and other facilities.

Financial Hardship
The College is always willing to assist families who are experiencing 

genuine financial hardship. Further information is available by 

contacting the Director Business Services via telephone (02 6298 

7204) or email (finance@mcc.act.edu.au).

Parental Involvement

Involvement by parents in the activities of the College offers 
many benefits including having a wider base of expertise 
available to develop the talents of students, giving example of 
commitment to the education of the boys, providing practical 
support to the work of the classroom, and, developing the 
sense of community in an enjoyable and participatory way.  
When visiting the School, parents are asked to sign in and to 
wear a ‘visitors’ badge and to sign out (with the time) when 
leaving. This is imperative to assist in our duty of care in case of 
an emergency, eg. fire.

Class Parents
Parents (and grandparents!) are warmly welcomed into the College 

through a wide variety of activities each year. This may involve for 

example, individualised reading or writing tuition; assisting in a 

particular curriculum area, e.g. art/craft or Masses. There are many 

other ways to assist in and beyond the classroom - from helping 

out with class BBQs to going with the class on an excursion or other 

assistance as requested by the teacher.

Other
In looking through this Handbook it is apparent that there are many 

ways in which the involvement of parents can benefit the educational 

community of Marist College. Whether it be in the Canteen, through 

working bees or co-curricular program, the involvement of parents 

is greatly appreciated and most rewarding.
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Travel Arrangements

Buses
Many Marist boys use ACTION or QCity buses to transport them 

to and from school. These buses arrive and depart from the 

front of the Senior School. Information regarding bus routes can 

be gained from ACTION or QCity directly (see relevant contacts 

below). Bus departure bay numbers at the school will be provided 

at the beginning of the year.

During the first week of Term 1 new boys, particularly, are 

closely supervised and directed to ensure that their bus travel 

arrangements begin as smoothly as possible. Each bus has a 

Senior student who is designated to oversee Marist students and 

who is responsible for reporting any incidents that are brought to 

their attention to the Deputy Headmaster and/or Head of Student 

Wellbeing Junior School. Junior boys are made aware of the 

designated Senior on each bus.

There is a particular system for afternoon bus travel.  Junior boys 

board the bus first, sit two to a seat and must fill the bus from the 

front.

• ACTION Buses  

ACTION offer services within the ACT and incur a fee. 
Pension subsidy forms are available from the Junior School 
or College office. For further ACTION enquiries phone 6207 
8053. Bus routes and timetables are online at www.action.
act.gov.au 

• Qcity Transit 
Qcity Transit offer some services from New South Wales 
residences to Marist. For further information, please contact 
Qcity Transit on 6299 3722 or visit their website  
www.qcitytransit.com.au   For eligible families, Private 
Vehicle Conveyance Subsidy forms are available from the 
Junior School Office.

• TRANSBORDER EXPRESS  
Transborder have services from some country areas. For 

further information contact 6241 0033.  

Car
Boys who are transported to 

and from the Junior School by 

car should be dropped off and 

picked-up at the roundabout in 

the southern-most drive entrance 

to the College (Gate 3). There is no 

pick-up or parking facility available 

at any other point within the 

College grounds during school hours. Cars are required to turn left 

at certain times when turning on to Marr Street for safety reasons.

Bicycles
A secure bike cage is located in the area between the Junior and 

Senior Schools. Boys cycling to school should do so safely and are 

required to walk their bike when on school grounds. Bicycle paths 

and crossing are the preferred route and helmets are, of course, 

compulsory.

Reminder
A reminder that, no matter what means of travel, boys should 

be at school before the first bell at 8.40am and that supervision 

finishes at 3.35pm.

A Sports and Study Program (SASP) operates on site after school 

until 6.00pm Monday to Friday for those boys who cannot be 

collected before 3.35pm. Further details are supplied in the SASP 

booklet which is included in the Orientation Pack and can also be 

obtained from the Office.
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Canteen

The canteen provides a service to boys in Years 4-12 to purchase 

recess and lunch. 

ONLINE ORDERING is our preferred method but paper bags will 

still be accepted. Registration is easy: go to www.metrocanteens.

com.au  for instructions and ordering. 

Those not using the online services are asked to bring from home 

a bag upon which is written: 

A generous variety of hot and cold foods and drinks is available for 

boys to order. Hot food and sandwiches for lunch must be ordered. 

 

The canteen is managed by Metropolitan Canteens. However for 

us to continue to provide this service to the boys parental help 

is needed to staff the canteen each day. Parents are asked to 

volunteer to assist if at all possible - once a month (more often if 

they wish) or to go onto the emergency roster. We look forward to 

your generous support. Parents who can assist for even an hour or 

so are most welcome.

The canteen can be contacted via email: canteens@mcc.act.edu.

au

• boy’s name

• class

• order

• cost

• money included

• change due

• ‘please’ or ‘thank 

you’.

mailto:canteens%40mcc.act.edu.au?subject=
mailto:canteens%40mcc.act.edu.au?subject=
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Uniform

Wearing the College uniform provides a full and readily 
identifiable way of showing pride in belonging to 
the Marist community and goes a long way towards 
developing good social habits. The uniform, then, 
should be neat, clean, complete and worn with pride.

The College Uniform
The basic uniform is:

• College Blazer, worn in Terms 2 and 3

• Midford vic grey short sleeve shirt with College Crest

• College tie, worn in Terms 2 and 3

• Grey College jumper

• Dark grey Midford shorts 

• Plain black belt

• Grey College socks

• Plain black leather lace-up school shoes (track or boot 

style shoes are not permitted)

• Marist Junior School Bucket Hat, with House colour on 

reverse

• Navy blue College crested pullover (optional in Junior 

School only)

• College Bag (available only at Uniform Shop)

College Blazer

College Blazers must be worn to and from school every day during 

Terms 2 and 3. Blazers are optional in Terms 1 and 4.

Winter Options – Terms 2 and 3

• Boys may wear shorts or long trousers.

• A grey long sleeve shirt is optional.

• The Marist College Beanie and scarf may be worn if 

desired. (Not Marist club beanies or scarves). 

• On particularly cold days a single-colour navy blue or 

black parka / overcoat may be worn to and from school. 

Multicoloured or prominently labelled coats are not 

permitted (A quality Japara coat is available through the 

Uniform Shop).

Uniform Shop
The Uniform Shop can be contacted by calling 6298 7263. 

Opening times are:

During Term time:  

Mondays:    8.00am - 1.30pm                  

Tuesdays:   12.30pm - 5.30pm

Wednesdays:  8.00am - 1.30pm (First and last week of Term

only)  

Thursdays:  12.30pm - 5.30pm

Every second Saturday: 9.00am to12.00 noon 

A second-hand Clothing Pool is housed in the same area as the 

College Shop.

See further details on pages 28 and 29. 

PE and Sports Uniform
The basic PE / Sports Uniform is as follows:

• House colour shirt (PE days) and College Sport Shirt (Sport 

day)

• PE shorts (not Marist club shorts)

• White Marist PE socks

• Runners

• Marist Junior School Bucket Hat

The boys bring the above with them to school for the class PE 

lesson.

On Sport day, the boys wear their sports uniform with 
the College light blue sports shirt to school.

The College Tracksuit may be worn over sports uniform on cold 

days.

 
 
 
 
 
 

All Items of Clothing Should be Marked 
Clearly with Your Son’s Name.

Found items with no marked name will, after a 
suitable time, be given to the Uniform 

Second-hand Clothing Shop.
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Hair and Jewellery
Hair should be kept neat, tidy, above the collar, of natural colour, 

of even grade (no shorter than a No. 3 comb) and all extremes 

avoided. Jewellery, including earrings, is not part of the uniform 

and may not be worn with College uniform or at any activity 

organised by the College.

Sunsmart
The Junior School’s policy regarding exposure to the sun is in line 

with Sunsmart guidelines. School hats must be worn between 

10.00am and 3.00pm from August to May inclusive. Simply stated 

there is a ‘No Hat - No Play’ policy during these times. Hats must 

be in accordance with uniform requirements. The application 

of sunscreen during prolonged exposure is also encouraged 

especially at outdoor carnivals, eg. swimming, athletics.

Lost Property
Lost property is held in the Junior School Office. After a suitable 

period of time, unmarked clothing is passed to the Uniform Shop. 

All clothing should be labelled clearly with the student’s full name 

(not just initials). It is the student’s responsibility to recover lost 

clothing.

Uniform (continued)

Welcome!

We welcome new parents 

to join us for light refreshments 

in the foyer at 8:45am after Assembly 

on the first day.
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The First Days

Class Lists
Class placements will be notified the weekend 
prior to the commencement of the school year.  
Changes cannot be made to these lists.

Arrival and Departure
The Junior School day begins at 8.40am so it 
would be best to arrive by 8.30am. The boys 
gather on the ‘Black Top’ and place their bags in 
a line behind their class sign. These signs will be 
clearly visible.  If it is raining the boys will assemble 
in the Hall. During the first few days parking and 
‘drop off’ can present difficulties. One suggestion 
is to park away from the College (not Marr Street) 
and have a short walk. The school day finishes at 
3.05pm. A similar arrangement for pick-up as for 
the morning arrival is helpful.

IMPORTANT:  The usual collection point is the Junior 
School Roundabout. Reinforce that should you be 
delayed your son should wait at this place until you 
arrive.

Afternoon Buses
All Junior School boys are taken by senior students 
to bus lines from the Junior School each afternoon 
of the first few days. Ensure that your son is aware of 
the bus he must catch, ie. number and destination.  
ACTION can be contacted for these details (Qcity 
Transit for NSW residents). 

Uniform
The uniform for Term 1 is listed earlier in this Parent 
Handbook. Shorts are worn and blazers are not 
required in Term 1.  Please follow our regulations 
regarding hair and jewellery as previously stated 
in the Uniform section of this Handbook.

Sports Uniform
Your son’s House will have been advised at the 
Information Evening.  Boys with older brothers at 
the Junior School are placed in the same House 
but please note the House Groups are different to 
those in the Senior School. House colour T-shirts 
can then be purchased from the Uniform Shop.

Specific Physical Education (PE) days for each class 
will be notified in Week 1.

On Sports day, all boys wear the sports uniform 
with light blue crested sports shirt to and from 
school.

Stationery Packs
Stationery Packs with all the essential class 
requirements for the boys will be provided on the 
first day of school and the cost will be included in 
Term 1 fees.

The only requirement is that the boys provide their 
own large pencil case.
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Uniform Shop
The Uniform Shop comprises of two operations sharing the same premises.

1. The shop itself operates under the authority of the Headmaster where new clothing is sold. All proceeds from sales of clothing are 
ploughed directly back into the College. The manager of the shop is Mrs Gabriella Gibb. 

2. A Clothing Pool is operated out of the Uniform Shop whereby used clothing, which is still in good repair and for which there is a demand, 
is bought from parents and then re-sold to other parents with a slight margin. Gabriella Gibb also oversees this operation, assisted by 
volunteers. Please note that second-hand clothing will not be accepted for processing at the Uniform Shop during December 2018 and 
Term One 2019.

Opening Times
Marist College is the sole supplier of the Marist crested uniform items. The opening hours during term time are:

Monday: 8.00am - 1.30pm     Tuesday: 12.30pm - 5.30pm      
Wednesday: 8.00am - 1.30pm (First and last week of Term only)       Thursday: 12.30pm - 5.30pm

Every second Saturday: 9.00am – 12.00 noon

Additional Opening Hours

At the very end of the year and near the start of the new school year, the shop opens much more frequently. A sheet is provided in the 
Information Pack with the dates and times for late 2018/early 2019. 

Tips for purchasing the Uniform

New families to the College are invited to make an appointment to fit their boys out in their new school uniform. Please call Mrs Gabriella Gibb 
directly at the Uniform Shop to make a booking on 02 6298 7263.

Take advantage of the opening hours in November/ December. Please do not leave purchasing until late as the Shop is very busy the two 
weeks before the school year commences. Be prepared; know your son’s size and have a list of your requirements, including your son’s sports 
house name.

Basic Uniform Requirements for Week 1 - Please label all clothing with full name.

College Bags
Each boy will have a College bag, in good repair. Each boy should have his name clearly printed in the space provided on the bag.  There 

should be nothing else written or stuck on the bag.

College Blazers
College Blazers must be worn to and from school every day during Terms Two and Three.  

New Blazers are available to purchase now or an order must be placed through the Uniform Shop by Thursday 7 February 2019. 
Sample Blazers are available for fitting in the Uniform Shop.

College Tracksuits
The College Tracksuit is to be worn for all College representative sports and general PE lessons in the cooler months. No other tracksuits are 
permitted to be worn for College activities.

•	 Grey short-sleeved shirt with school 
crest on pocket

•	 Sports shorts •	 Marist bucket hat

•	 Grey dress shorts •	 House/ PE shirt •	 Bag – (School) back pack

•	 Marist grey socks •	 College Sports shirt (light blue) •	 Tog (PE) bag - optional

•	 White Marist sport socks
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UNIFORM SHOP PRICES 
as at 1 October 2018

These prices are correct at the time of printing. Further price changes may occur from time to time as College suppliers 

update their price lists. A second hand Clothing Pool also operates within the College Shop.

ITEM SIZE PRICE
BLAZERS - Navy Yrs 4-10 8-13 $170

14-19 $170
20-26 $170
28-32 $170

  Yrs 11 & 12 14-40 $180
TROUSERS
  Poly Viscose 8-16 $50
  Wool blend 6-18 $60

20-26 $65
GREY SHORTS
  Wool blend All Sizes $52
  Belt loop                                       8-18 $35
                              20-26 $40
SHIRTS (Grey and Blue)
  Short Sleeve 8-36 $30
  Long Sleeve (crest) grey 8-30 $32
  Long Sleeve (crest) blue 14-36 $32
JUMPERS
  Sloppy Joe (Yrs 4-6 only) 8-18 $55
  Grey Knitted Jumper 8-16 $65
     (Yrs 4-10) 18-22 $75

24-30 $75
  Blue Knitted Jumper 14-16 $80
    (Yrs 11 & 12) 18-22 $85

24-30 $90
32-38 $100

  Blue Knitted Vest 16 $68
18-22 $75
24-30 $82

TIES
  Yrs 4-10 $16
  Yrs 11 & 12 $23
BAGS
  Jumbo Carry $56
  Lite Pak (Medium) $68
  Lite Pak (Large) $85
  Sports Bag $45
  PE Bag $22
  Chiro Back Pack $95
HATS
  Junior School Bucket Hat $17
  Marist bucket Hat $14
  Hospitality Cap $12
  Beanie $29
  Soccer Cap $13
  Cricket Cap $19
  Cricket Hat (Broad brim) $28

ITEM SIZE PRICE
SPORTS TOPS

  PE Polo All sizes $46
  Junior House Polo $19
  Senior House Polo $40
  Rugby Jersey $60
  Cricket Polo (Long sleeves) $50
  Cricket support Polo $43
  Hockey Shirt $52
  Mountain Bike Shirt $48
SPORTS SHORTS
  PE All sizes $49
  Aussie Rules $35
  Rugby $35
  Basketball $55
  Cricket Pants $33
  Compression Shorts $32
  Zooties $70
TRACKSUITS
  Pants 10-4XL $65
  Jacket 10-4XL $75
MISCELLANEOUS
  Aprons $15
  Art Book $19
  Belts $11
  Calculator (Scientific) $39
  Hospitality Shirts $29
  Scarves $31
  Umbrella $32
  Padlock $20
  School badges $5
  Blazer Buttons $1

  A3 Display Folder $19

  Music Folder $23

SUPPORTERS WEAR

  Cap $18

  Polo $35

  Jacket $110

SOCKS

  Basketball $10

  Rugby/Soccer/AFL/Hockey $10

  Short grey school socks $8

  White Sports Socks $8
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College Prayer - The Memorare

Remember,
O most loving Virgin Mary,
that never was it known in any age,
that anyone who fled to your protection,
implored your help,
or sought your intercession,
was abandoned.
Inspired with confidence, therefore,
I fly to you,
O Virgin of Virgins, my Mother.
To you do I come,
before you I stand sinful and sorrowful;
do not, O Mother of Jesus despise my prayers,
but graciously hear and grant them.

The Memorare is a popular prayer to the Blessed Virgin Mary dating from the fifteenth century. It is named from the first word of the Latin 

prayer - memorare meaning remember - and it addresses Mary as Virgin in her role as intercessor for us in all our needs and difficulties.

It is a prayer with special significance for Marist people as it was for Marcellin Champagnat who prayed it when he and Brother Stanislaus were 

lost in the snow in February 1823.They had been to visit a sick Brother over the other side of the local mountain range and on their return, 

they lost their way in a near-disastrous snow storm. Father Champagnat invoked Mary in the words of this prayer, and almost immediately 

there was the appearance of lamplight in the distance. The two exhausted men made for the spot and were given shelter for the night by a 

local farmer.

The founder always saw this unexpected visit by the farmer to check on his animals as Mary’s answer to his prayer for help.

Marists have continued today this beautiful prayer in union with millions of Christians around the world and throughout the centuries who 

have turned to Mary as the Good Mother who stands with her Son to point us towards our Loving God. 
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College Songs

Great Man Of God

Great man of God, Champagnat shone with zeal,
Strove thru’ his life, his Master to reveal;

With him for guide may we o’er sin prevail,
Praise be to Jesus and to His Mother! 

For Mary’s son, this son of Lyon’s soil,
Gave up himself, for youth to pray and toil,
To lead to God, and Satan’s power to foil,

Praise be to Jesus and to His Mother!

So let these words of Great Champagnat ring,
and with one voice let’s praise our God and King.

Let Marist’s sons be ever proud to sing:
Praise be to Jesus and to His Mother!

These hopes that bind us, this purpose and this plan,
Everywhere find us, held by friendship’s hand.

In work, in play, in all, to serve, to pray.
We will be faithful, Servo Fidem

 

Sub tuum praesidium
Confugimus, confugimus,

Sancta Dei Genitrix,
Sancta Dei, Genitrix.

Nostras deprecationes,
Ne despicias, ne despicias
In necessitatibus nostris,
Sed a periculis cunctis

Libera nos semper,
Virgo gloriosa et 

benedicta
Sub tuum praesidium

Confugimus, confugimus,
Sancta Dei Genitrix
Sancta Dei Genitrix.

Translation
We fly to your patronage,

O holy mother of God.
Despise not our prayers

In our necessities,
But deliver us from all 

dangers,
O ever glorious and 

blessed Virgin

 

Sub Tuum Praesidium
(Louis Lambillotte SJ, 1797-1855)



Contact Information
Marist College Canberra Junior School
Marr Street, Pearce  ACT  2607

Postal Address: PO Box 727, Mawson ACT 2607
Telephone:  6298 7271 (Junior School)
Facsimile:  6298 7279 (Junior School)
Email:  juniorschool@mcc.act.edu.au
Homepage:  www.maristc.act.edu.au

The School Day
8.15am      Playground Supervision Begins
8.40am School commences

3.05 pm       Dismissal

Term Dates for 2019

Term 1  begins Monday 4 February  
  ends Friday 12 April     

Term 2  begins Monday 29 April  
  ends Friday 28 June

Term 3  begins Monday 22 July 
  ends Friday 27 September 
             
Term 4  begins Monday 14 October  
  ends Tuesday 10 December

* Please note: Parents will be advised through Enews if
there are any changes to these dates. 
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