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The origins of Marist College Canberra  
are found in the first school established  
by the Marist Brothers in Australia in 1872, 
St Patrick’s in The Rocks area of Sydney. 
In 1887, an increase in numbers necessitated a move to larger 
premises in the grounds of St Mary’s Cathedral. Further growth  
led to the school moving again in 1910 to new and larger buildings 
in Liverpool Street, Darlinghurst. ‘The High School’, as it became 
known among the Brothers, flourished and quickly established  
a reputation for high scholastic standards, particularly evident in 
examination results and the number of students going into 
University and later filling prominent roles in the professions, 
government, academia and the services. Demographic and 
educational changes forced the difficult decision to close the  
High School at Darlinghurst at the end of 1968 and to transfer  
its badge, colours and motto to Marist College, Canberra.



Welcome 
from the 
Headmaster
Dear Parents/Guardians
There are few responsibilities as central to society as the preparation 
of young people for a life in today’s world. Two hundred years ago, the 
founder of the Marist Brothers set that as the core work of the Order he 
founded – in his words, “to produce good Christians and good citizens.”

That is still the goal we set ourselves at Marist College Canberra, 
a Catholic school for boys from Years 4 to 12, which was established 
in 1968. We are conscious that we are working in a world of greater 
complexity than the early Brothers faced. Certainly, the political and social 
upheavals in France at that time were more dramatic than we face in this 
country today; however our young people have to navigate a confusion 
of opportunities, they have to cope with a perplexity of opinions on 
social and ethical questions, they have to handle freedoms and choices 
that were not available to previous generations. It is little wonder that 
the transition from childhood to boyhood to manhood is not always 
a smooth one.

After a recent graduation, I was approached by a father of one of the 
boys. He had a long association with the school – this was his third 
graduation – and he wanted to tell me what the day meant to him and 
his family. “This school has supported us in helping our boys to grow 
into men,” he said.

It is a phrase that has stuck in my mind, made all the more meaningful 
for me because I too am a parent and I become more conscious by 
the day of the enormous responsibility in that little word. To be able 
to say that a school has helped parents in their sacred duty of 
rearing good Christians and good citizens is high praise indeed.

I invite you to browse this prospectus to get a feel for the diversity 
of academic, spiritual, cultural, sporting and personal development 
opportunities that our school provides. This prospectus is written by 
our students, and highlights Marist life from their perspective. 

I also invite you to visit our website for more information and to view 
testimonials from parents and ex-students.

Richard Sidorko 
Headmaster

Together, 
we create 
� ne young 
men. 



Developing boys  
as life-long learners

Over the years, Marist students have attained 
the highest levels of achievement in ATAR and 
other public measures of academic success. 
Marist provides boys with opportunities in  
all subject areas and at all year levels to stretch  
and expand their boundaries. Hard work and 
achievement are highly valued, publicly 
acknowledged and regularly reported.
The College develops boys through an approach which is based on  
strong Catholic foundations and the philosophy of Marist education.

The Junior School curriculum allows the boys in Years 4, 5 and 6 to engage  
in a technology-rich, differentiated, reflective and challenging learning 
environment. 

Boys who need extension and extra support are catered for by a specialist 
team in the College’s Enrichment and Learning Support area.

The College is a Registered Training Organisation (RTO), certified to offer 
vocational courses in Hospitality, Retail, Construction Pathways, Furniture 
Construction, Information Technology and Information Services – Library.  
These programs include hands-on experience through industry placement  
or through a simulated work environment experience.

The innovative Footsteps program in Year 9 is aimed at developing and 
maintaining a sense of enthusiasm for learning among a year group often  
seen as needing motivation. The program has been a significant and positive 
experience, serving each boy’s unique needs.

The teaching staff insist on high standards in both work and behaviour,  
as they themselves are life-long learners modelling best practice in all  
aspects of their work.





Creating and  
nurturing young  
men of faith



As a Catholic school, Marist 
provides regular opportunities  
for prayer, liturgy and Eucharist. 
All boys, from Years 4 to 12,  
attend formal religious  
education classes throughout  
their time at the school.





Marist  
boys live by 
the school’s  
core values... 





Faith, Love,  
Justice, 
Compassion,  
& Hospitality.  



Boys enjoy 
diverse 
opportunities

Marist places an emphasis on boys’ 
all-round development, catering 
for different abilities and interests. 
Students are expected to participate in the life of the College 
beyond the academic domain. The College off ers a diverse 
range of co-curricular activities for boys in all years.

The College’s Religious Education program is 
supplemented by extensive Faith Formation opportunities 
which include: community service activities, Youth 
Ministry, St Vincent de Paul, Mini-Vinnies, Marist Justice 
and Solidarity, and many others.

It is expected, particularly in senior years, that boys be 
involved in one of the outreach or community service 
activities sponsored by the school. Work in this area is 
supported and publicly acknowledged through the 
MATES Program.
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Marist excels at sport, 
music and the arts

The school puts great emphasis on the arts,  
sport and physical activity. 
Subjects such as music, drama, creative writing and visual art are part  
of the curriculum for all boys from Years 4 to 12. They are involved in 
exhibitions, publications and performances in Bands, Choirs, Musical  
and Drama productions and the Dance Festival.

The school places an equally high value on sport and physical activity.  
Boys are provided with exceptional sporting facilities including six ovals, 
outdoor courts, cricket facilities and a state-of-the-art gymnasium.  
The school fields winter teams in rugby, football, Australian football, 
hockey, cross-country running and snow sports. Summer teams compete 
in cricket, swimming and athletics; and boys are involved throughout the 
year in basketball and rowing. Additionally, they can represent the school 
in individual sports such as tennis and golf. Participation in these areas 
helps develop boys as well-rounded young men.



Together, with you, 
Marist is creating 
fine young men.





Enrolment enquiries from  
Years 4–12 are welcome.
Visit the College website at maristc.act.edu.au,  
attend the annual Open Day held in May  
each year or contact the College directly  
using the details below:

Senior School  Phone: 02 6298 7200  
Junior School  Phone: 02 6298 7271

PO Box 727 Mawson ACT 2607  
Email: enquiries@mcc.act.edu.au  
Website: maristc.act.edu.au


