
 

 

 

Farewell Class of 2019 
On Friday 15 November, the Ormiston College community bid farewell to this year's Year 12 cohort 
at a Whole School Assembly which was followed by a Graduation and Valedictory Ceremony. 

Students from Prep through to Year 12, along with teaching staff and Year 12 parents, gathered together 
in the Somerset Sports Centre to witness an annual Ormiston College event, the Headmaster’s Whole 
School Assembly, in honour of the graduating Year 12 students of 2019. 

Once assembled, the proceedings followed tradition with the College Captains, Max Payne and Alexandra 
Neate, inviting the entire company to stand for the College prayer. The Headmaster, Brett Webster, then 
commented on the significance of the whole school sharing graduation and honouring our Year 12 
students, making it a day of celebration.  

Deputy Head of College, Lee Catterall, then called upon 21 Medallion recipients; students who had 
completed their entire schooling at Ormiston College, since the first day of Year 1 in 2008. For some of 
these students their learning journey commenced in Prep 2007.  Those students were presented with 
medallions, as a symbol of their exclusive educational journey, completed entirely at Ormiston College.  

Year 12 student, Charlotte Scanlan, was joined at the microphone by the Headmaster, as she proudly 
carried out the annual tradition of presenting a gift to the College on behalf of the Class of 2019.  The 
donation was a cheque to the value of $3,400, the generous amount being the result of the Year 12 
students manning the outdoor kitchen at sport carnivals and the like. The annual gift presentation serves 
as a valuable opportunity for graduating students to give back to their College.  

The Headmaster then invited two members of the Alumni to speak.  Courtney Allan (Class of 2004) 
welcomed the Year 12 students, informing them they “would be joining a special bond of over 3,000 
Ormiston College alumni.” Sabrina Schultz (Class of 2014) reiterated, stating that “The OC Alumni is a 
community and support network that would always be available to them.”  
 
The ceremony continued with the important transferring of the Mantle of Leadership to the Seniors of 2020. 
Next year’s Prefects were introduced along with the College Captains, Paul Bletchly and Lauren Sullivan 
who thanked the graduating Year 12 students on their great contribution to the College. 

After a speech from the Head of Secondary School, Paul Hornibrook, the Guard of Honour was formed by 
the students of Year 6 and Year 11, in appropriate recognition that in 2020 the Year 6 students would 
commence Secondary School, and the Year 11 students would take on the important position of  Year 12 
leadership. The Guard of Honour formed a line along the corridor of the Somerset Sports Centre, exiting 
the building through the Old Collegian entrance, continuing along the pathway towards the Fig Tree area. 
Another meaningful tradition then took place whereby each graduating medallion student joined hands 
with a Prep student, symbolising the very beginning of school with the completion of school and the unity 
of the whole school. The individual pairs then made their way through the Guard of Honour under 
tumultuous applause.   



 

Graduation and Valedictory Ceremony 

Shortly after the completion of the Headmaster’s Whole School Assembly, our Year 12 students were 
reunited with their parents and families and took seats in the Lingo Lin Performing Arts Theatre for the 
2019 Graduation and Valedictory ceremony.  

Chairperson, student Sophia McQueen approached the microphone, made a brief welcome and requested 
the company to stand for the Official Party. The College Executives, Members of the Board, Special Guests 
and others entered the stage.  After the national anthem and the College prayer, all were seated.  

The Headmaster, Brett Webster, then took the stage. In his welcome he noted that the special occasion 
was “one of life’s most memorable milestones, and I know that we are all feeling very proud and privileged 
to be sharing it with the graduating Class of 2019.” He also added “We know that whilst you leave the 
physical campus today, you will still take with you the spirit, the philosophy, and state of mind that is 
Ormiston College.”  

A very meaningful and reminiscent part of the ceremony was given by four students, who shared their own 
personal memories of times spent at the College. Ben O’Shea fondly reminisced about various lifetime 
memories that were formed as he moved through Junior School, those very early years looking forward to 
the Book of the Week, those later years as a member of the much-anticipated Sydney Canberra trip.  

Noah Wechgelaer spoke of the unease at leaving Junior School and entering Middle School, only to find 
that Year 7 Campus Connections provided them with new friendships, lifelong bonds, followed by 
confidence building in Year 8 and a great sense of independence in Year 9.  

Gemma Bounden, then spoke of her experience in Year 10 and Year 11, describing it as a turning point, 
whereby they took on responsibility for the subjects that they studied. They were given greater leadership 
opportunities in preparation for their final Senior year; the highlight being the Year 11 Camp. 

Stephanie Moutafis spoke of the pace that was Year 12.  The non-stop assessments, never-ending 
workload along with the joy of finally getting to wear the Senior jersey.  She spoke warmly about the ‘Last 
Ever’ events throughout Year 12 and the many unbelievable memories.  The four graduates provided 
wonderful heart-wrenching stories of their unforgettable journey through Ormiston College.  

Sophia then spoke of the ‘special people’ who played such a significant role in the whole schooling 
process, Parents, Coaches and Mentors, Friends and Teachers. Student Kyah Parton spoke on behalf of 
parents, thanking them for their support, encouragement and love throughout their educational journey. 
She went on to say “You are the reason we are standing here today, and it is because of you that we can 
look back on our senior year with pride. We could not have done this without you.”  

Luke Mursalo then took the microphone and spoke of the great assistance given over many years by the 
Coaches and Mentors, stating “Without the coaching and mentorship we have all been given throughout 
our years at Ormiston College, we would most certainly not be the courageous, confident and independent 
graduates that we are today.” 

Daniella Cianciola then spoke of the importance that friendship had played, “I will miss seeing my friends 
every day at school.” Daniella went on to list many ways in which friends had been there through the good 
times and the bad, adding “True connections were built at this school and these connections will always 
be in our memories and will always stay in our hearts.”  

Sam Webster spoke about the Teachers, mentioning the positive influence they had made upon their lives. 
He went on to say “Without you, we would not be the same people we are today, all of you have had some 
part in moulding the young adults that are the Class of 2019. For this we thank you.” 



 

Sophia then invited the Teachers’ Response from Year 12 Coordinator, Sarndra Bown, who spoke of the 
fact that students will have many memories of those who have taught them, stressing that “Teaching is a 
challenging but rewarding vocation. It is not just a job, for most of us it is our passion. Our wish for you all 
is the ability to recognise opportunity, to pursue and seize it as you develop the strength of your personality 
and build a self- image that reflects your own values and character. I believe that part of being successful, 
is giving more to the world than you take from it, and I know that you all have the potential to give a great 
deal.” 
 
Sophia then welcomed Samantha Allen to comment for the Parent Response. Mrs Allen, a parent who joined 
the College in 2003 and whose son Jarrod graduated in 2015, was there as a parent to daughter Bianca, 
now a graduating Year 12.  Mrs Allen has been an outstanding volunteer over a period of 17 years. Her 
contribution to the College, in particular with her work in the MOCCHA Club, has been exceptional.  

Mrs Allen spoke fondly of the school and the many years she had enjoyed working among the College 
community.  She recalled that very early on, she had come to the realisation that now her children were at the 
school, she was no longer the one that would be influencing their every decision, that it would be teachers, 
students, coaches and mentors. Now, looking back on those years, she felt very happy and extremely lucky that 
she had chosen Ormiston College as a place for her children to spend their school years.  

Sophia then made several closing remarks before ending “I know that when I, and all of us, walk through 
those doors, although we will pursue a myriad of careers and lifetime adventures, we will all have the spirit 
and love of Ormiston to unite and drive us to meet our life’s goals.  

The College Captains, Max Payne and Alexandra Neate then delivered their Valedictory addresses; in 
personal accounts both reflected fondly on their time at Ormiston College. 

Whilst some of the changes in the Queensland Education System may have presented challenges for his 
cohort, and some may have even considered them ‘unlucky’, Max spoke of how adversity had transformed 
to good fortune and a sense of unity, “I would be willing to bet that as a complete cohort; we have some of 
the strongest bonds of any that have sat in these seats for their own valedictory ceremony”.  

In her address to her peers, Alex reminisced about the shared experiences of the Class of 2019 and the 
memories they have made and urge them to keep in touch, “Send a message, or better yet, spend some 
time with some of your peers. Because our senior year may end, but our family won’t.” 

Max and Alex each concluded their tributes by thanking all those who had supported them during the 
schooling years and wishing their fellow graduates all the very best for their future. 

Head of Secondary School, Paul Hornibrook then took to the stage to commence the actual ceremony of 
presenting the Year 12 students with their Graduation Certificates.  Names of each student were read out 
alphabetically in Form Class order.  Having received their certificates, they moved on to select a rose 
which represented the love, support, hopes and dreams that each student’s family has had for them during 
their time at the College.  The rose was then presented to a member of the family in acknowledgement of 
their unwavering support over the years.   

The College Captains then joined the Headmaster to perform their very last official duty, the cutting of the 
Graduation Cake.  

The conclusion of the event was a multimedia presentation compiled by Max Klitscher, Annabel Lane and 
Jordan Hall.   At the end of the presentation, the Year 12 graduates made their very last exit from the Lingo 
Lin Theatre as OC students, in a jubilant procession.  All were invited to the CLI Plaza to share a piece of 
the Graduation Cake, and to make their final farewells.   

A day that will never be forgotten.  We wish our new members of the OC Alumni every success for the 
future and the College looks forward to hearing news. 
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