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Oracle
THE

Ormiston College
Ormiston College  
reflects the individual 
spirit, integrity 
and values of a 
co-educational, 
independent,  
non-denominational 
Christian school, 
catering for students 
from Prep through  
to Year 12.



Looking through the pages of this 
edition of The Oracle, it is exciting 
to see that students, staff and newly 
introduced equipment and facilities all 
work together in creating a collaborative 
and creative outcome.

In so short a time, our newly equipped 
Centre for Learning and Innovation (CLI), 
has had great impact upon our students. 

You will also have the opportunity to 
read about our flexible learning spaces 
and some of the technology enabled 
learning activities that give a brief 
glimpse of how education at Ormiston 
College is evolving in the 21st century, 
and why Microsoft has identified 
Ormiston College as one of the world’s 
leading schools in this regard.

Brett Webster
Headmaster

Welcome

From the Headmaster
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From the Editor

Moving up 
to the next 
Grade 
Students returning after the long 
summer break experience many 
changes, different Form Teachers, 
altered schedules, new projects. They 
learn things they never knew before 
and develop new skills. They mature, 
take on additional responsibility and 
become more independent as they 
move into the next year level.

Whether it is the Early Learning 
Centre, Prep, Junior or Middle School 
or be it our Seniors, all students 
automatically accept that they will 
advance to a higher level. With that 
comes the knowledge that they have 
progressed and that more will be 
expected of them. The next grade 
up can mean longer camps, more 
exciting excursions, opportunities to 
participate in more mature events and 
the chance to make decisions and 
take on additional leadership roles. 

The following pages are witness that 
at Ormiston College  
– we never stand still. 

Valerie Warwick
Editor

We are all aware of the changing face of education 
and the vital part technology plays in the teaching and 
learning of today’s students. We are also mindful of the 
importance of exploring, adopting and introducing new 
and innovative ways to improve the process of student-
driven learning.

Behind all of this, 
there are teachers 
that are constantly 
planning and also 
upgrading, to 
ensure our students 
enjoy the best 
that education can 
provide. 



College News Outstanding results
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Our outstanding results 
continue on through 
the Class of 2014
Ormiston College 
graduates maintained 
the reputation for 
strong academic 
achievement, with 
yet another year of 
outstanding results 
from the Class of 2014.

• 15 Students received top OP1 or  
OP2 results

• 71% Achieved an OP10 or better
• 92% Achieved an OP15 or better

These results reflect positively on 
the innovative learning programs at 
the College, complimented by the 
extensive co-curricular activities and 
the community service projects, which 
all work together in shaping capable, 
forward thinking students.

Ormiston College thanks the families of 
our graduates for the trust they placed 

in the College; also the teaching staff 
for the important role they played in 
the lives of these young people. To the 
Class of 2014, we congratulate you all on 
your success, and we thank you for your 
leadership and the excellent role model 
you displayed. We wish you happiness in 
the future and we wish you well in your 
chosen careers. 

Ashleigh Peters (OP2)

Kieran Armstrong (OP1) Thomas Buckley (OP1) Georgia Dawson (OP1) Lachlan Oberg (OP1) Nicolaus van Schie (OP1)

Yasmin Akhtar (OP2) Teagan Barrett (OP2) Lachlan Bishop (OP2) Alice Colquhoun (OP2) Hannah Fox (OP2)

Hayley Goodlich (OP2) Paige Evans (OP2) Braedon Hall (OP2) Erin Pedersen (OP2)



College Prefects and College Captains. From L to R: Quangvy Ho, William Pilgrim, 
Michaela Mulder, India Hedger, James Copperthwaite, College Captains Jarrod Allen 
and Keely Lynch, Yasmeen Debeze, Leah Ball, Caley McDonald, Dylan Pearse, Rachel 
Naulls, Piper Wilson

Junior School Leaders (Semester 1). From L to R: Charlotte Lane, Koby Wood, Emma 
Franken, Benjamin Honeycombe, Rose Traynor-Boyland, Chloe Hackney, Lindsay 
Hibberd, Joshua Honeycombe, Abby Vester, Max Bellotti

College NewsPrefects Investiture

Prefects Investiture and  
recognition of Junior Leaders
The entire student body attended the Ormiston College Prefects Investiture 
in February to acknowledge and congratulate the 2015 College Captains, 
Jarrod Allen and Keely Lynch, the ten appointed Prefects and the Semester 1 
Junior School Leaders.
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College Captains 
Jarrod Allen  
and Keely Lynch
In his address, Jarrod mentioned  
“We and the Year 12 cohort endeavour 
to inspire each student to strive for 
success in every pursuit, academic, 
sporting and cultural, as well as to 
enrich our school spirit.” Keely also 
addressed the College putting an 
emphasis on the school as a whole 
“This College is more than a school, 
it is a community. A community 
that acknowledges innovation and 
challenges us to go beyond the 
classroom; this community focus 
is what makes Ormiston College 
different.”

Ormiston College generates a strong inbuilt sense of leadership
Leadership awareness plays a vital role in education at Ormiston College commencing 
in the very early years of the Junior School; by upper Primary, students have already 
experienced many ways in which to display responsibility and the development of 
their organisational skills. Middle School provides an even greater opportunity for 
students to build upon those skills. By the time they reach their final years of High 
School, leadership and the important part it plays within the school community is 
irrefutable. 



Feature Advancing learning in the 21st century
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We have commenced our 
journey into the future...
Ormiston College is very proud to be seen as one of the schools 
in Australia that is making an early transition into the new world 
of connectivity. Having departed from the Library we have now 
arrived at the Centre for Learning and Innovation (CLI). 

At Ormiston College the Centre for 
Learning and Innovation (CLI), is now 
the hub for our community of learners: 
it is an intersection where people 
and information collide and evolve. 
Libraries of the future will no longer 
remain as a holding area for books, 
instead they will be a community hub 
where computers and the internet are 
standard requirements. The focus is on 
‘flexible space’ and the creation of an 
environment that is conducive to student 
interaction and collaborative learning. 

‘Makerspaces’, sometimes referred to 
as hackspaces or fablabs, are creative 
DIY spaces where students can gather 
to create, invent and learn. There can be 
3D printers, software, electronics, craft, 
hardware tools and much more. 

Our future learners will become far 
more collaborative, as they begin to 
share ideas, and learn from one another 

whilst working and moving within the 
various groups for team or project-
based activities. They may also work 
independently as in reading, writing or 
accessing print or electronic resources. 
Whilst specialised places for different 
kinds of activity, be it laboratory, 
classroom or library, may be successful 
in accommodating various kinds of work, 
the flow of activities often needs to be 
immediate. Therefore it makes better 
sense to construct spaces with easily 
moveable furniture capable of quick 
reconfiguration to support different 
kinds of activity. 

Mrs Deborah Ponting, the Head of our 
Centre for Learning and Innovation, 
noted “A great deal of research has 
been carried out in order for us to reach 
this stage. Such major transformations 
were not undertaken without months 
and months of investigation, studies 

‘Makerspaces’, 
sometimes referred 
to as hackspaces or 
fablabs, are creative 
DIY spaces where 
students can gather 
to create, invent and 
learn. There can be 
3D printers, software, 
electronics, craft, 
hardware tools and 
much more.



and review. Therefore it has been 
extremely gratifying to see the amount 
of enthusiasm that our students have 
demonstrated and how eager they are to 
experiment.

The new look furniture and the spaces 
have drawn the most overwhelming 
responses from both Junior and 
Secondary students. You can observe 
the Juniors checking out and exploring 
all the different areas, whilst the 
Secondary students take great pleasure 
in setting up spaces that will best serve 

their needs. The collaboration spaces 
are very popular with the Secondary 
students as are the lunchtime robotics 
programs.

There is no doubt that our Centre for 
Learning and Innovation is already 
creating an exciting, new collaborative 
way of learning. Students are becoming 
more and more adventurous as 
they discover new ways of acquiring 
knowledge. They are achieving great 
results through working together in 
small groups, moving from one area to 

another, sharing opinions and obtaining a 
greater understanding through working 
alongside each other in the various 
different locations. 

Students learn at varying rates and paces 
and for that reason teachers are now 
finding they can assist more students 
by distributing their time between the 
various individuals or groups. What 
is exciting is that we are seeing more 
engagement and collaboration in so 
short a time.” 

As education is making 
the shift to more student-
centred learning, we are 
seeing teachers as the mentors who will 
guide students, providing them with the 

ability to take responsible control over 
their own research and learning. The 
fact that an instant online search is at 
the student’s fingertips is good reason 
for teachers to reinforce the habits 
and disciplines that will shape life-long 

learners into building a more exclusive, 
equitable environment for learning. Our 
Centre for Learning and Innovation has 
been completely refitted and redesigned 
to support both students and teachers.

FeatureAdvancing learning in the 21st century

The changing face  
of teachers and students
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The books 
have not gone
The CLI includes a Reference section 
as well as Junior and Senior Fiction 
areas.  In the Secondary School, we 
have created ‘satellite libraries’. Books 
and resources are housed in each 
department to allow teachers to give 
immediate access to students when 
they are working on a specific topic. 
Databases and search engines have 
changed how research is conducted 
and classes no longer have to go  
to a library. 



Feature Advancing learning in the 21st century
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Welcome to our  
Prep to Year 2 Library
Cast your memory back to the former gallery in the Prep area,  
it was always a wonderful space for creativity but now it has  
been transformed, encouraging our younger readers into an 
exciting world of literature and books.
This new space was designed to 
stimulate the imagination of our younger 
readers, making them keen to return 
again and again, and that is exactly 
what it has achieved.  An exciting place 
where children bump into Gruffalos 

and Stickmen, meet the Very Hungry 
Caterpillar and Peter Rabbit; see 
Franklins and Hairy Bears or Fairies, 
Dinosaurs and Sharks. There is Lego, 
Dogs and yes, even Yodas. An area that 
truly stirs their imagination. 

Miss Catherine Herzig, our Library and 
Enrichment Teacher, has provided comfy 
chairs and bean bags, new rugs and 
tables, moreover, heaps and heaps of 
colourful, stimulating books. Miss Herzig 
informs us “The children come swarming 
in every single lunch time. They know 
there is an open invitation to come in 
and play and that play turns into the 
most exciting and creative new learning 
experiences.” 

An exciting place where 
children bump into 
Gruffalos and Stickmen, 
meet the Very Hungry 
Caterpillar and Peter 
Rabbit; see Franklins and 
Hairy Bears or Fairies, 
Dinosaurs and Sharks.



Miss Herzig stated “An outstanding 
addition this year has been our 
Makerspaces, situated at one end of the 
room. Makerspaces, is an area where 
children may come to build and create 
as they choose. Our very popular Lego 
set was given to us by Mrs Lisa Morton 
and her family. We are always grateful for 
donations and especially thank Lisa for 
her continued generosity over the time 
her boys have been at our school. 

We have provided block construction 
and a craft table and so far there has 
been a rush on making stickmen. Our 
wonderful Year 1 Teachers did an author 
study about Julia Donaldson who, among 
other books, wrote The Gruffalo and an 
off-shoot story called The Stickman, who 
has become a very popular character. 
It was marvellous to see a little girl in 
Year 1, rapturously reciting the story and 
holding aloft a stickman she had created 
in our Makerspaces. Confirmation of 
the belief that reading has the power 
to generate imagination, creativity and 
experimentation.” 

Given the popularity of the Prep to  
Year 2 Library at lunchtimes, it is 
obvious that there is a great desire for 
the children to create and make original 
things. 

FeatureAdvancing learning in the 21st century
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The popularity of 
Makerspaces

We hope in the future to also 
be able to provide a greater 
variety of Lego sets and digital 
technologies that will segue 
into robotics, other engineering 
endeavours and software 
creation as the children travel 
through the school. 

Shifting  
into the  
21st century
Ormiston College is 
keeping in-step with 
the changes that are 
required in order 
to keep up with the 
requirements of the 
21st century. 

For that reason, the Library needed 
to take on new technology yet retain 
time-honoured values plus the 
magic and intrigue of the past. The 
Prep to Year 2 Library lessons follow 
the traditional format with children 
listening and discussing aspects of a 
story, then borrowing their choice of 
book to take home. However, children 
still need to be taught how to source 
and access both the content that 
appeals and the books themselves, 
whether in digital or traditional 
format. The library lessons are linked 
to the reading focus from different 
year levels and children are taught to 
respect and love books.



Microsoft in Education 
Worldwide identifies a very 
select number of global schools 
of excellence once a year and 
engages them in a program 
of capacity building, global 
networking and processing, 
to understand education 
transformation. 

Mark Sparvell, Senior Worldwide 
Education Manager, based in 
Seattle, Richard Ryan, Manager 
of the Australian Partners in 
Learning and Clayton Carnes, 
Principal of Hermit Park Primary 
School, Queensland, have 
worked together to support 
Ormiston College in its formal 
Association status. The official 
launch of the pilot, with all 
parties concerned, was formally 
undertaken by Lync call on 
Thursday 12th March. Hermit 
Park Primary School has a long 
standing engagement with 
Microsoft in Education and 
Ormiston College’s relationship 
with them will add great value to 
both our schools. 
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Potentially it will 
create a pathway for 
Ormiston College to 
be recognised with 
full Showcase status 
enabling us to then 
onboard our own 
Associate School. 
Currently there are only six Microsoft 
Showcase Schools in Australia: 
Campbelltown Performing Arts High 
School (New South Wales), Dallas 
Brooks Community Primary School 
(Victoria), Hermit Park Primary 
School (Queensland), Immanuel 
College (Adelaide), Silverton Primary 
School (Victoria) and Varsity College 
(Queensland).  These schools are 
recognised for creating whole-school 
innovative learning environments, to 
promote student-driven learning. 

Being regarded as one of the global 
leaders among this elite group of 
leading-edge schools from around 
the world makes us very proud. We 
acknowledge our Dean of E-Learning, 
Tamara Sullivan, who was named 
a Microsoft Innovation Educator 
Expert in 2014, opening up this 
opportunity for Ormiston College. 
Her efforts along with the enthusiastic 
members of our Learning Innovations 
Leadership Committee (LILC) have 
stimulated our entire staff who are 
successfully taking on the challenges 
of 21st century teaching and learning 
to the benefit of our current and 
future students. 

Microsoft in Education Worldwide                    
identifies Ormiston College
Microsoft in Education Worldwide announced the inclusion  
of Ormiston College in the Microsoft Showcase School 
program as a pilot Associate Showcase School.

College News Microsoft in Education
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Ormiston welcomes 
Chaplain Claire

Staff, and many of our students, do not need an 
introduction to Chaplain Claire, only to the role she 
is now to play in College life; for three years, from 
2007 to 2010, Ms Claire Takac was a teacher in our 
Humanities Department. Now, we are delighted to 
welcome her back in her newly appointed position as 
Chaplain of Ormiston College. 

Chaplain Claire commenced her first 
week back at the end of Term 1, when 
she enjoyed singing with the children 
from the Early Learning Centre in 
preparation for their Prep to Year 2 
Easter Concert. Having a five year 
old son and a two year old daughter, 
Chaplain Claire found working among 
the Junior School students very 
rewarding. She also spent time with 
students in Middle School and Senior 
School in her attempt to develop a 
holistic chaplaincy program within the 
College and to ensure she becomes 
recognised across campus. 

Chaplain Claire aims to fully 
immerse herself and maintain a 

strong presence within the school, 
spiritually, socially, emotionally and 
in the behavioural well-being of our 
students. She also plans to assist staff 
with a range of activities. Her vision 
is to provide the following services to 
the Ormiston College community. 

Guidance on spiritual, religious and 
ethical matters.
• Communicating and reinforcing 

the Ormiston College Christian 
Values across the campus.

• Providing student education, 
programs and activities within the 
Chapel.

• Support and guidance for 
students in their everyday lives.

• Support in cases of bereavement, 
family breakdown, grief and other 
crisis situations.

• Provide a range of student welfare 
workshops as part of the Student 
Enhancement Program.

• Facilitating voluntary student 
group activities in the College.

• Being a support, resource and 
referral person for teachers.

• Being a liaison person for welfare 
activities and helping agencies.

• Contributing to school camps and 
excursions.

Chaplain Claire is located in the 
Student Services building. 
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Raising funds to 
help fight Cancer

Social Justice Committee 2015

This year the Ormiston College Social Justice Committee is raising funds 
to donate a chemotherapy infusion chair to the Redlands Mater Hospital 
Oncology Unit. The Social Justice Committee makes students aware, on a 
monthly basis, of a different strain of cancer, and subtle lifestyle changes that 
can be made to help prevent the disease. 

A tin is available for loose change donations outside the tuckshop each 
lunchtime. Donations towards the fundraising can be directed to Mrs Barfoot 
or any members of the Social Justice Committee.

The Ormiston College community is connecting with this project and 
getting involved both within Social Justice fundraising events and externally. 
It is hoped that $8,000 can be raised by November 2015 to donate the 
chemotherapy chair and all its fittings to the Redlands Mater Hospital.

 Together, we will achieve great things.

The Committee held a bake-sale for Valentine’s 
Day, raising $835. Donations have also been 
gratefully received from the Cultural Committee, 
students and local businesses.



Project: OC Energy 
multimodal collaboration

Year 10 Geographers demonstrate their 21st century learning skills

Further evidence of the push for innovation in 
learning has been the project set by the Geography 
Department, allowing our Year 10 students to 
investigate alternative energy opportunities for 
Ormiston College. 

The project commenced with an 
informative workshop at Queensland 
University of Technology which gave 
the students an excellent insight 
into the best practice to follow for 
optimum results. Our geographers 
then moved on to collect data from 
the College to determine which energy 
source would be most economical and 
environmentally sustainable. 
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College News 21st century learning skills

Operation Requirement at Queensland 
University of Technology

Comment by Annick Myburg:  
“Going to QUT and being able to go and 
investigate the school INDEPENDENTLY 
was awesome. We could definitely take 
our own initiative and run with any ideas 
we had – which I really liked.”



The students worked collaboratively 
in small teams over a period of seven 
weeks, which culminated in each group 
presenting their multimodal response 
to the geography cohort in the lecture 
theatre of the Junior Arts Centre.

Their presentations called for in-
depth identification and explanation 
of geographical processes plus well-
reasoned and logical arguments to 
justify their decisions. 

Project information at  
Queensland University of Technology

College News21st century learning skills
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Comment by Lance Ash:  
“I have completed many assignments on 
Renewable Energy before in both the 
Junior and Secondary levels, however 
this topic had a higher level of detail and 
thinking strategies.” 

Student audience in the lecture theatrePresentation in the lecture theatre



Prep

Year 3

Students were introduced to ‘Primary 
Colours’ and throughout the term they 
enjoyed experimenting with red, yellow 
and blue. They then went on to use the 
‘Secondary Colours’, orange, green 
and purple, working through several 
different activities. They also studied 
the works of two artists, Jackson 
Pollock and Piet Mondrian.

Studied the shape of feathers and how 
to use a pencil to achieve a delicate 
texture. To extend their learning they 
were asked to use their imagination 
to design a bird of their own. They 
focused on the fine details when 
drawing their design and used vibrant 
watercolour paints and inks to bring 
their bird to life.
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Year 1

Year 2

Focused their art work on Snails and 
Frogs, linking it to their classroom 
topic of ‘Cycles of Life’. At the end of 
the term, they created a final piece of 
artwork that combined different skills, 
using scissors and holding a brush 
correctly to develop and strengthen 
their fine motor skills.

Created a Dragonfly on a Pond, 
focusing on patterns and shapes found 
in nature and linking them to their art 
work. They scratched out their flower 
designs and learnt how to paint with 
watery textures. They modelled a wire 
Dragonfly using material to represent 
its natural characteristics. They also 
studied dragonfly wings to develop their 
knowledge of drawing repetitive patterns.

Communicating through Art
Our Prep to Year 5 students share their thoughts
Junior Art classes present our young students with a great opportunity to express themselves, to be 
creative, to use their imagination and to be adventurous. In Term 1, through the artistic guidance of our 
Junior School Art Coordinator, Ms Katherine Stimson and Art Aide, Ms Liz McDermott, our young artists 
have studied various topics and themes allowing them to explore their thoughts and to add to their 
emotional intelligence. 

College News Communicating through Art

Blotter Bug Dragonfly Wings

Woolly Snail and Paper Clay Frogs
After Jackson Pollock Dragonfly on Pond 

Fabulous Feathers



College NewsCommunicating through Art
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Year 4
Learnt how to draw a still life picture 
of a sunflower, then sectioned part 
of the picture. From the section 
they enlarged the flower to create 
the illusion of size, looking at it from 
an insect’s perspective. To extend 
their learning, the students studied 
the artwork of George O’Keeffe, 
producing beautiful flowers in 
watercolour paint and chalk pastel to 
create a soft appearance.

Year 5 Junior Art Club
At the beginning of term, the 
students learnt how to engage their 
left and right brain to encourage 
confidence when being creative. They 
later made a contour clown, drawing 
without taking their pen off the page, 
then a collage of their face with cogs 
and wheels revealing what might be 
inside their minds.

Twenty five students from Years 4 to 6 
joined the after school Art Club in Term 
1 which enabled them to try out many 
different art forms. One being the design 
and making of a kite which proved to be 
a lot of fun. Taking on the challenge that 
nothing is wasted in the Art Department, 
the students decorated a board by 
recycling old pens and pencils, creating 
an attractive object out of items that 
had lost their purpose. They also learnt 
how to develop their drawing skills by 
creating an optical illusion and ended 
by completing a colourful stained glass 
window. 

The weekly sessions were thoroughly 
enjoyed by all. The after school Art Club 
will be running again in Term 3. 

Contour Clown

What is inside my mind? 
Sunflower

From an Insects Perspective 



“The most comfortable 
classroom. Perfect!” “Luxury classrooms!”

Accessing their classrooms on the 
first day of term was not only a case 
of stepping up from Junior School but 
an exciting introduction to Secondary 
School. Year 7 students were thrilled 
and intrigued as they entered the Middle 
School precinct to familiarise themselves 
with the refurbished classrooms. 

Over many years, worldwide research 
and study on efficiency in working 
environments has heightened the 
demand for ergonomically designed 
furniture in the workplace and now in 
classrooms.

Furniture that allows for flexibility, 
comfort and portability has been 
selected for our Year 7 classrooms, 
creating a wide range of learning 
environments that support numerous 
teaching and learning styles, and 
improved concentration spans. 

Desks can be quickly moved for group 
collaboration, individual or pair work. 
The versatile white boards can be used 
for sharing ideas or when tests are 
occurring.  

Ergonomically designed chairs allow 
students to lean back or forward 
with chair legs remaining on the floor. 
Ottomans have also been added to the 
classrooms, allowing flexibility in style of 
learning, either group or individual.

At the end of term, a handful of students 
were asked for their opinion on the 
Year 7 classrooms. Their responses 
were proof that they are embracing 
and taking full advantage of their new 
surroundings. 
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“The classrooms are by far the best I have ever been in.”

Flexible classrooms  
prompt comments 
from our Year 7 students

College News Year 7 flexible classrooms



“I really like the 
chairs, they are  
all-round great 
chairs to sit in.”

“The comfortable 
chairs make  
it easier to 

concentrate.”

“The white  
boards are so  

useful for  
working out.”

Another example of Ormiston College moving  
into the 21st century is the transformation of the  
Year 7 classrooms, making way for more creative  
flexible learning, for our students entering Middle School.

College NewsYear 7 flexible classrooms
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Bayside Swimming Carnival

In February our Secondary 
Swimming team competed at 
the Chandler Aquatic Centre 
in the 2015 Bayside Swimming 
Carnival achieving some 
outstanding results. They led 
the College to a magnificent 
1529 point tally, the nearest 
competitors rivalling on 995, 
making an overall win of a 
very significant 534 points. 

Our Age Champions were:  
Jess Black, Casi McDonnell, 
Lance Ash, Kayla Hoey,  
Shayna Jack and Dylan Lewis.

Runners-Up were: Teneka 
Ash, Morgan Tullock and 
Keani Otene.
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Congratulations to our

College News Outstanding wins

Ormiston College 
has won this 
particular event 
10 times over the 
past 13 years, from 
2003 to 2006, four 
years in succession 
and from 2010 to 
2015, six years in 
succession. What 
an amazing feat 
for our Swimmers, 
Coaches and 
Managers

Two more outstanding wins

L to R:   
Mr Jack Pincott,  
Dean of Activities, 
Swimming Captains 
Shayna Jack and  
Dylan Lewis,  
Mr Brett Webster.



Swimming Team

College NewsOutstanding wins
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TAS Swimming Championships

The successful team excelled, 
taking all the major trophies 
that were on offer. They claimed 
the Aggregate Boys Overall, 
Aggregate Girls Overall, the Boys 
Percentage Trophy and the Girls 
Percentage Trophy. 

Records were set by Shayna 
Jack (50m Backstroke, 50m 
Fly, 50m Free and 200m Free), 
Teneka Ash (50m Fly, 50m 
Free), Casi McDonnell (200m 
Free), Dylan Lewis (50m Fly), 
Kayla Hoey (100m Free). The 15 
Years Girls Medley Relay, Casi 
McDonnell, Teneka Ash, Rochelle 
Hoey and Jemma Nyland.

Age Champions included Oliver 
Collins (12B), Sam Speedie (14B), 
Casi McDonnell (15G), Lance 
Ash (15B), Kayla Hoey (16G) and 
Shayna Jack (17G).

Ormiston College also won the 
Age Championships for 12 Boys, 
14 Boys, 17 Boys, 15 Girls, 16 Girls 
and 17 Girls.

Congratulations to all swimmers, 
Coach Craig Davidson; and 
parents for their great support. 

On the last but 
one day of term 
the Ormiston 
College Swimming 
Team travelled 
to Chandler 
in full spirits, 
determined to take 
out yet another 
championship. 



Erica Allen to play for  
Ireland in the European 
Volleyball Championships
Having played many sports at school, 
Erica Allen (Year 11) decided to 
concentrate her efforts on Volleyball 
and now plays for both Ormiston 
College and the Premier Volleyball 
League and last year was named 
the Most Valuable Player when 
playing in the Queensland Schools 
Championships against older teams.

When Emily learnt that she was to go to 
Ireland for the last Christmas holidays 
she decided to try to play volleyball 
whilst there. Various club contacts 
were made, her sports profile was sent 
and she was invited to try out for the 
national U19 team trials on her arrival in 
Ireland, which she qualified for under 
her Irish citizenship.

After an amazing first day of trials, 
Erica was informed that she would 
be the number one setter in the 
team. This means Erica will be a 
member of the Irish U19s to play in the 
European Championships in Hungary 

in September 2016. Prior to that 
event, Erica will be required to travel 
to Ireland to attend training camps in 
December this year and in July 2016. 
Erica has already been approached 
by a scout for Trinity College, Dublin, 
who indicated that she could earn a 
scholarship if she played well in the 
European Championships. 

Erica is very excited at the prospect 
and knows that she has two extremely 
busy years ahead. Not only as a 
Senior of Years 11 and 12, but also as 
an Ormiston College Volleyball player, 
a member of the Premier Volleyball 
League plus two major training camps 
for the European Championships. 
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Endurance  
and training 
pays off for 
Emily Meaney
Emily Meaney (Year 12) experienced 
an outstanding year of diving in 
2014, being recognised as the overall 
Australian Champion in the Australian 
Grand Prix Championships, she 
then sustained a severe injury. Emily 
persevered with training to enable her 
to compete in the December Australian 
Open Championships held in Canberra. 
Emily was placed first in the Women’s 
10 metre platform event; as a result of 
which she is now the 2014/15 Australian 
Open 10 metre Platform Diving 
Champion. 

This was a fantastic end to her year, 
especially after all the training towards 
her recovery from back injury. Emily 
was really disappointed to miss out on 
her Year 11 School Camp due to training 
commitments, so winning this title 
was a great reward for the sacrifices 
she made and for her determination in 
aiming for the top.

Well done Emily, we 
are extremely proud of 
your accomplishment 
and moreover your 
persistence. 

We congratulate you, 
Erica and know you 
will do well in all your 
endeavours.

Special 
Achievements
Celebrating the achievement of  
College students

College News Special Achievements

Sport

Sport



College NewsSpecial Achievements

Opportunity to perform  
in Sleeping Beauty

Emily Preston 
selected 
to join 
prestigious 
National 
Performance 
Program 

Students from many dance schools 
auditioned to take part in The Ballet 
Theatre of Queensland’s production 
of the traditional ballet Sleeping 
Beauty. Three of our talented students, 
Gabrielle Jones (Year 8), Matthew 
Maxwell (Year 8) and Denika Vitharana 
(Year 10), successfully auditioned and 
went on to perform in January at The 
Playhouse, Queensland Performing 
Arts Centre.

Apart from their weekly training, 
the three dancers regularly gave up 
their Sundays to travel into Brisbane 
to rehearse for the production. 
Congratulations on your successful 
performance season. 

In December, Emily Preston  
(Year 11) received a letter from 
Basketball Queensland congratulating 
her on acceptance into the National 
Performance Program (NPP).  
The NPP is recognised as one of the 
best development programs in the 
country. The selection process is 
handled by three separate bodies, 
the Queensland Academy of Sport, 
Basketball Australia and Basketball 
Queensland. 

It is a great achievement for Emily 
to be selected. The NPP is known to 
provide expert coaching and training 
programs that can build athletes 
to a standard whereby they have 
the potential to play for Australia. 
In February Emily attended the 
Induction Program at the Queensland 
Academy of Sport. 
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The Arts Sport

Gabrielle Jones

Matthew Maxwell

Denika Vitharana



A truly magical  
marriage with a strong  
Ormiston College representation
A posse of Ormiston College graduates 
from the Class of 2005, descended on 
the picturesque Glengariff Homestead, 
just outside of Dayboro at the end of 
last year, to share in the celebration of 
the wedding between Michael Parsons 
and his beautiful bride, Tu Bui. The 
venue was spectacular, the weather 
was perfect and the atmosphere was 
certainly one of jubilation. 

Although the special day was centred 
on Michael and Tu, the event had a 
strong Ormiston College overtone.  
The chosen celebrant was our past 
Ormiston College Dean of Activities, 
Greg Cudmore, Best Man was Tim 
Cudmore, now a Freelance Writer, 
who composed a beautiful poem for 
the ceremony and later made a most 
memorable and heartfelt speech to the 
couple at the reception. 

Groomsman, Mitchell Nelson, proved 
to be a very polished and humorous 
Master of Ceremonies; Mitchell is now 
a TV Location Scout.  Josh, Michael’s 
older brother, drove down from Mackay 
where he works as a Mining Engineer.  
The third Groomsman, Chris Walker, 
who works in the Music Production 

Industry, arranged the music for the 
ceremony and reception. 

Other Ormiston College guests 
included Jeremy Titus, who is 
completing his degree in Engineering: 
Yuen Jones, who is a Software 
Engineer and Mitch Carter whose wife, 
Alex, is expecting their second child; 
Mitch works as a Draftsman, designing 
and drawing plans for coal plants.

Michael is a Medical Research Scientist, 
which is not surprising as his father, 
Brian Parsons, has been teaching 
science at Ormiston College for the 
past 14 years.  Michael surprised 
everyone when he and his new bride, 
Tu, choreographed an amazing new-
wave wedding waltz. It was mentioned 
at the time that he clearly inherited his 
genes from his proud mother Helen, 
rather than from dad Brian! Completing 
the strong Ormiston College 
contingent was staff member Gillian 
Noble and her husband Ashely Noble, 
our successful long-term Volleyball 
Coach.* 

Prior to the wedding, a Buddhist Tea 
Ceremony was held at the house of the 
bride’s parents. 22

*Ashley Noble received an Award from 
the Australian Volleyball Association 
in December when he accompanied 
our team to the Championships in 
Melbourne. The Award was for the part 
he had played in the success of the 
Ormiston College Volleyball teams over 
a period of 10 years. 

Our congratulations 
go to Michael and 
Tu and our very 
best wishes for their 
future together.

Collegian 
Communicator

Collegian Communicator



Collegian Communicator

Lilian Barajas working 
with the United 
Nations in New York

Trekking to Mount 
Everest Base Camp

Lilian then took the opportunity to 
travel to gather varied work experience 
such as undertaking a Parliamentary 
Internship and working at the Brazilian 
National Synchrotron Laboratory. Lilian 
then moved to London to undertake 
her post-graduate study, gaining a 
Master of Science in Comparative 
Politics from the London School of 
Economics.  Upon graduation Lilian 
started working for the Australian 
Government on national strategic 
policy (defence). 

After a couple of years in Canberra, she 
was offered the opportunity to join the 
United Nations and move to New York. 
Lilian’s career with the United Nations 
began with the Department of Political 

Affairs and has worked on a few files 
since: Americas, the Sahel, the Special 
Envoy for the Great Lakes Region of 
Africa and as Political Affairs Officer 
covering Libya and Tunisia, including 
the Arab Revolutions and doing mission 
set-up. Recently Lilian has changed 
positions within the United Nations 
and is currently with the Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs, working on humanitarian policy 
development. Lilian is based in New 
York but will be visiting home in May for 
a holiday. 

At Ormiston College Lilian was a 
Prefect, Chappell House Vice-Captain, 
was involved in Open Volleyball, 
Debating, Public Speaking, Titration 

National Youth Science Forum and was 
the Lions Youth of the Year student. 
Lilian received the Caltex Best All-
round Award at Speech Night in 2002. 

Over the Christmas break, Mitchell Hendricks (Class of 1999), 
Nigel Pinto (Class of 2001), Rhys Davies (Class of 1999) and 
Katelyn Davies (wife of Rhys), undertook a two week walking 
tour to Mount Everest Base Camp.

L to R: Mitchell Hendricks, Katelyn Davies, Nigel Pinto and 
Rhys Davies with Mt Everest in the background.

Ormiston College 
is very proud of the 
achievements and 
impressive career 
Lilian has forged in 
just 13 years since 
graduation. 
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Having graduated with the Class of 
2002, Lilian Barajas went on to the 
University of Queensland to pursue a 
dual Bachelor of Science (Chemistry)  
and a Bachelor of Arts (International 
Relations).

The Security Council briefing on Libya,  
Lilian Barajas seated in the left corner,  

second row behind the Special Representative
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The New GERSHWIN®
 Musical

Music and Lyrics by George Gershwin and Ira Gershwin
Book by Ken Ludwig

Co-Conception by Ken Ludwig and Mike Ockrent
Inspired by Material by Guy Bolton and John McGowan

Originally produced on Broadway by  
Roger Horshow and Elizabeth Williams

7-9 MAY 2015 @ 7.30pm
Matinée Saturday 9 May @ 2.00pm

LINGO LIN PERFORMING ARTS THEATRE  
AT ORMISTON COLLEGE

Ticket bookings: www.ormistoncollege.com.au
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The worldwide copyrights in the music of George and Ira Gershwin® for this presentation are licensed by the Gershwin Family.
GERSHWIN is a registered trademark and service mark of Gershwin Enterprises. CRAZY FOR YOU is a registered Trademark and service mark for CRAZY FOR YOU Enterprises.


