
 

Learning Pathways 

Year 9 
2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Redeemer Lutheran College 
745 Rochedale Road | Rochedale Queensland 4123 
ABN 40 618 603 690 | CRICOS Provider Code 00668M | www.redeemer.com.au 
A school of the Lutheran Church of Australia Queensland District | ARBN 051 602 996 
 

Version: August 2016 



 



 
Year 9 Subject Selection Booklet 2017 
 

Introduction to Selecting Subjects 
 

Year 9 and 10 2017 Elective Subjects Information Evening – Thursday 4 August 2016, 
commencing 6.30pm 
 
All parents and current Year 9 and 10 students are invited to attend this important Subject Information Evening. 
 
A variety of presentations and EXPO type stalls will be hosted by Curriculum Leaders or their representatives. Parents 
and students are encouraged to come to this evening with an open mind and to meet with the teachers of subjects 
in which they have an interest. 
 
Parents and students will first have a presentation in the Chapel commencing at 6.30pm. Following this, subject 
presentations of 15 minutes will be held in the surrounding rooms. A 5-minute interval will be provided between 
each session to allow time to move between the different presentation points.  
 
Students are encouraged to read this booklet prior to the Subject Information Evening to familiarise themselves 
with the subject choices and pre-requisites for those subjects. This will assist them to plan what subject presentations 
they would like to visit on the information evening.  
 
 
The key dates for subject selections are:  
 
Thursday 4 August: Years 9 & 10 2017 Subject Information Evening 

Friday 5 August:  Online subject selections made at www.selectmysubjects.com.au 

 Login details will be provided at the Subject Information night or collected  
 from the Senior School office the following day 

Monday 15 August:  Subject selections close 
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Year 9/10 Subject Information Evening  
 
Thursday 4 August 2016 
 

Program 
 
 
6:30pm Welcome and our Year 9/10 Learning program ..................................................................................... Chapel 
 (Mr Mark Rasi, Deputy Principal - Curriculum) 

6:40pm Principles of subject selection & online selection process ...................................................................... Chapel 
 (Mr Aaron Hardke, Director of Curriculum and Pedagogy - 7-12) 

6:55pm Year 9 and 10 Learning Mentor Program ............................................................................................... Chapel 
 (Mrs Anastasia Strong, Head of Senior School) 

7:10pm Mathematics in Years 9 and 10 ............................................................................................................... Chapel 
 (Mr Stephen Sisson, Mathematics Curriculum Leader) 
 
7.25pm Subject presentations and EXPO ...................................................................................Locations Listed Below 
 

8:25pm Close 
 
 

Subject Presentations (7:25, 7:45, 8:05) 
 
German (7.45 only) .................................................................................................................... Senior Library – Carl Jung 

Japanese (7.25 only)................................................................................................................... Senior Library – Carl Jung 

Media Studies .................................................................................................................................... Senior Library - MMT 

Visual Art .................................................................................................................................................. Art Room (SA36) 

Sports Science & Technology ....................................................................................................... Senior Library - Socrates 

STEM  ............................................................................................................................................ Senior Library - Freeman 

 

Subject EXPOs 

Business Education ................................................................................................................. Senior Library – Bonhoeffer 

Design & Technology ................................................................................................................................................... (SB5) 

Drama  ....................................................................................................................................... Senior Study Room (SA15) 

Early Childhood Studies  ............................................................................................................................................. (RC3) 

Graphics .......................................................................................................................................................................  (SB6) 

Home Economics ..........................................................................................................................................................(RC2) 

Hospitality Practices .....................................................................................................................................................(RC2) 

Information Technology ........................................................................................................................................... (SH15) 

Music ........................................................................................................................................  Senior Study Room (SA15) 
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Subjects 
 
Introduction 

There are nine (9) subject areas offered at Redeemer Lutheran College in Years 9 and 10. These are: 
 
Christian Studies Mathematics Health and Physical Education 

English Society and Environment The Arts 

Science  Languages other than English Technology 
 
Study in some of these areas is compulsory, some are offered as electives only, whilst still others are divided across 
the compulsory and elective programs. Students wishing to continue elective subjects undertaken in Year 9 need to 
reselect these subjects in Year 10.  
 
Students study two (2) elective subjects each year. Each subject is allocated six (6) one-hour periods per cycle.  
 

Compulsory Subjects Elective Subjects 

Christian Studies Business Education 

English Design and Technology 

Geography / History (1 semester each) Drama 

Health and Physical Education Early Childhood Studies * 

Mathematics  or Advanced Mathematics German 

Science Graphics 

 Home Economics 

 Hospitality Practices * 

 Information Technology 

 Japanese 

 Media Studies 

 Music 

 Sports Science and Technology  

 STEM * 

 Visual Art 

 
Not all subjects can be guaranteed to run each year. Final subject offerings will be dependent on 
adequate student numbers. 
 
Students may wish to study 2, 3 or 4 different electives across the two-year period. Most elective subjects can be 
studied in both Year 9 and 10, while those subjects indicated with an asterix (*) can only be studied once in the two 
year period.  
 
It is recommended that students wishing to study STEM do so in Year 10 due to the academic nature of the course. 
Students who are considering STEM in Year 9 need to be achieving an A in Science or Mathematics before 
considering this option. 
 
Mathematics is offered in two strands: Mathematics covers the core components of the Australian Curriculum, while 
Advanced Mathematics includes additional content to enrich the common course of study. 
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Subjects 
 
Selecting Subjects 

The key is to ‘taste’ subjects on offer, helping students to make an informed choice in Year 11 and minimise 
uncertainty and subject changes in the post compulsory years. 
 
The Right Way 

Choose subjects: 

• you believe you will enjoy 

• in which you expect to do well 

• which are pre-requisites for further study (eg. music) 

• which give you skills, knowledge and attitudes useful to you in life 

 
The Wrong Way 

Do not take subjects simply because: 

• your friends are, or are not taking them 

• you like or dislike a teacher 

• you think it is only for boys or only for girls 
 

 

EAL & Learning Support: 

Students who are eligible for learning support or who have English as an additional language, will access this instead 
of Science or Humanities and Social Sciences. Students select these options during the subject selection process, but 
approval is required from the Learning Enhancement Department. For more information, please contact  
Mrs Kanowski (Learning Support) or Mrs Lee (English as Additional Language). 
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Redeemer’s Learning Mentor Program (Yrs 9 & 10) 
 
A Learning Mentor Program has been incorporated into the 2017 timetable. The features of this program are: 
 

• Time allocated within the academic school day for students to attend to their personal learning or 
pastoral care needs. This equates to 3 hours per week. 
 

• Support provided by teachers to monitor individual student progress, supervise and encourage students 
during these lessons. 
 

• Aspects of our Pastoral Care program will be delivered in this space along with Career’s Education. 
 
Learning Mentor Time Expectations 
 
Students will: 
 

1. set, document and share learning goals for the semester and each fortnight.  
 

2. allocate their time to areas of study that have the highest need or interest.  
 

3. fortnightly report to their parents or guardians their engagement, progress and any results they have 
achieved. 

 
Students are supported to: 
 

1. engage in one-on-one discussions with their Learning Mentor and/or Pastoral Care Leader. 
 

2. follow a process of self-reporting and reflection. 
 

3. form study groups. 
 

4. participate in subject tutorials. 
 

5. engage in optional certification and training modules. 
 

6. manage fluctuations in assessment and personal learning needs. 
 
Staff will: 
 

1. provide an environment for academic engagement through the setting of high expectations. 
 

2. monitor and encourage students in their academic development. 
 

3. be a point of contact between school and parents regarding the pastoral and academic well-being of 
their students. 
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Other Information 

 
Pre-requisites for Year 11 / 12 subjects 

Most subjects offered in Years 11 & 12 do not require students to have studied any pre-requisites. 
 
However, if students intend to study any of the following, they should study the subject indicated for  
Year 10. 

  

Subjects desired in Years 
11 & 12 

Year 10 subject 
pre-requisite 

German German 

Japanese Japanese 

Music Music 

 � Mathematical Methods Advanced Mathematics 

∞  Specialist Mathematics Advanced Mathematics 

 
�  Previously known as Mathematics B 
∞  Previously known as Mathematics C 

 

Careers 

Students planning a career in Languages, Art or Music should study the respective subject through Years 10 to 12. 
Other than these areas, choices for Year 10 are not crucial for careers. 
 
Eligible students may elect to study at TAFE or undertake a School Based Apprenticeship or Traineeship as part of 
their senior phase of learning. In most cases, these opportunities begin in Years 11 and 12. 
 
Currently, the vocational subjects on offer in Years 11 and 12 include: 
 
• Early Childhood Studies (Certificate III in Early Childhood Education & Care) 

• Hospitality Practices (Certificate I & II in Hospitality) 

• Manufacturing Technology (Certificate I in Construction, Certificate 1 in Manufacturing Pathways) 

• Recreation (Certificate III in Fitness) 
 
 

Changing Subjects 

Students in Year 9 and 10 should expect that they would continue with their chosen subjects through to the end of 
the year. 
 
Occasionally, it may be necessary to adjust a student’s academic program. Changes can only be made at the end of 
the semester. Changing subjects during a semester is not permitted. 
 
There is often very limited choice when changing subjects is discussed. Not all subjects are available, as many will be 
full and unable to accept more students. 
 
Each request for a subject change is considered carefully and is subject to approval by the Deputy Principal - 
Curriculum. 
 
If information about changing subjects is required, students should contact the Deputy Principal - Curriculum. 
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2017 Subject Levies 
 

 

Subject levies are charged in Term 2 for elective subjects, which have high costs because of intensive use of materials, 
computer equipment or the hiring of external facilities.  

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Note levies are based on 2016 levies and are subject to review 

  

SUBJECT LEVIES Year 9 Year 10 

Design Technology  $50 - 

Food and Textile Technology  $40 - 

Geography - - 

Graphics  $85 $85 

Home Economics - $40 

Hospitality Practices -  $40 

Information Technology  $95  $95 

Sports Science & Technology -  $55 

STEM   $115 

Design and Technology -  $60 
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Business Education 
 
Why study Business Education? 
 
Business activity affects the daily lives of all Australians as they work, spend, save, invest, travel and play. It influences 
jobs, incomes and opportunities for personal enterprise. 
 
The purpose of this course is to give students an introduction to and an awareness of the activities and role of 
business in Australian society.  It is a practical course focusing upon the acquisition of life skills and the knowledge, 
skills and competencies required to operate a small business. 
 
It provides an introduction to all aspects of the organisation and management of small business including the 
reporting and recording of financial information and the application of basic financial decision making procedures. 
 
Business, economic and legal activity impacts on and presents a range of challenges to individuals and members of 
groups and organisations in their roles as active and informed citizens, consumers, workers or entrepreneurs. These 
challenges may include: 

• participating as an active and responsible citizen in business environments 

• making consumer decisions to meet the needs and wants of self and others 

• managing scarcity of resources to meet the necessary business, economic and legal requirements for 
sustainability 

• entering into contractual agreements and managing personal finances, investments and records 

• owning or managing a business, enterprise or venture. 

 
What is studied in Business Education? 
 
The course is made up of two semester units.  All of the units are stand-alone and require no previous background 
 
Unit 1 - Enterprise and the Business World 

This unit introduces students to the world of business: 

• Business Enterprise and Opportunities 

• Marketing and Small Business 

• Student Business Enterprise 

• Business Documents and Record Keeping  
 
Unit 2 - You and Your Money 

This unit allows students to examine specific areas of the business world. 

• Petty Cash and Excel 

• Wealth Creation - Stock Market and Investment Opportunities 

• Money Matters 

• Buying Property (Legal and Financial Implications) 

 
 
How is student work assessed in Business Studies? 
 
Students are assessed with a variety of instruments such as class tests, assignments, group orals and computer 
assessment using the following criteria: 

• Knowledge and understanding 

• Questioning and researching 

• Analysing and interpreting 

• Communicating 
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Design Technology 
 

What is Design Technology? 

Design Technology is a course of study that enables students to explore the many processes and materials that shape 
our ever changing world. This course examines the key areas of problem solving, computer based design and 
practical construction. Students studying Design Technology will gain skills and knowledge to give them the ability 
and confidence to work safely and effectively in a practical workshop environment.  Innovation and technological 
developments continually expand the range of materials, tools, equipment, processes and techniques that can be 
used in the development of products.  Current changes in technology are reflected in the projects and practices used 
in the subject. 
 

What do students learn? 

The Design Technology course is developed from a variety of the following topics: 
• Industrial systems  
• Product design and manufacture 
• Construction of set items 
• Occupational health and safety - Basic legal requirements covering OH&S in the workplace 
• Communication skills - Communication of ideas and information using the language of the workplace 
• Mathematical skills - Measurements, estimations and calculations for practical workshop purposes 
• Manipulative skills - Applying skills and processes to tasks 
• Organisational skills - Application of technological processes to a project 
• Collaborative skills - Interaction with others and working effectively as a member of a team 

 
All projects involve: 

• design process 
• safety 
• materials 
• tools 
• hand and power processes  
• documentation 
• communication 

Safety awareness is incorporated into all activities and students are encouraged to transfer the need for safety 
into daily life. 
 

How do students learn? 

Students are exposed to a variety of intellectual challenges involving visual stimuli, analysis and problem solving 
while developing a range of associated practical skills. Students explore Design Technology through studies in real-
life contexts. 
 
Some learning experiences that students may undertake include: 

• researching and recording information pertaining to a task 

• documenting and communicating ideas and information in a folio 

• hypothesising solutions to solve problems and address human needs 

• planning and production of solutions to solve problems (building the product) 

• evaluating finished solutions to judge their effectiveness 
 

How are students assessed? 

Assessment is an integral part of the Design Technology program and is designed to enable students to demonstrate 
a broad range of achievement.  A wide range of assessment techniques/instruments are used, including class work, 
individual projects, homework and folios. 
 

Extra information 

When students are undertaking a project, basic costing is a part of the design process. Any material quantities or 
non-stocked materials and parts must be purchased and provided by the student.   

Written assessment work is submitted electronically.  Students are encouraged to download some software to their 
own devices to complete the design work for the course of study. 
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Drama 
 
Why study Drama? 

Drama is a practical subject with a theoretical basis. In Drama, students have opportunities to learn about a range 
of forms and styles of the dramatic art form and gain understandings of human experience in different cultures, 
times and places. Drama connects students to creative, technical and other cognitive processes. Engaging in Drama 
promotes imagination, critical and creative thinking, problem solving, cultural engagement and communication, 
and provides opportunities to share ideas with others.  
 
Students develop confidence and self-awareness as they investigate, create and present Drama. They develop 
understanding of the forms, styles and purposes of Drama in various contexts. 
 

What is studied? 

To make dramatic meaning, students develop the ability to use the dramatic languages; the elements of drama (the 
building blocks that are used to create drama) as well as various dramatic conventions (the techniques).  
 
In Years 9, students can expect to explore the following units of work. All units develop skills from the Year 8 course. 
 
Semester 1 Semester 2  

Children’s Theatre and Melodrama Verbatim Realism  
 Miming and Clowning  
 

What do students do? 

Studying Drama involves both practical and theory work. Through participating in learning experiences, students 
are provided with opportunities to develop: 

• skills that can be used to present themselves, both personally and in role, in a range of public contexts 

• an understanding of the dramatic languages and the ability to apply these to the creation of their own 
dramatic work 

• an awareness of the aesthetic domain and its relation to dramatic works 

• an appreciation of a range of dramatic forms, styles and contexts 

• knowledge and understanding of the contribution drama has made in various cultural, social and historical 
contexts 

• the ability to critically reflect on their own and others’ dramatic work 

• the ability to rehearse, rework, refine material and understand, manage and communicate ideas, feelings and 
experiences that are part of the human condition with an ability to work collaboratively 

• view live performances by professional theatre companies, such as the Qld Theatre Company; additionally, 
students may have opportunities in Years 10-12 to learn from professional actors and directors in workshops 
and Artist in Residence programs 

 

How is student work assessed? 

Assessment tasks are completed in groups and individually. Students are assessed on their abilities in the three 
dimensions of Drama: 
 
Forming- Making 
Students explore ideas, feelings and experiences by collaborating in a wide range of activities such as improvisation 
and play-building. They learn to control, manage and synthesise the elements and conventions of drama as they 
create and shape dramatic action. 

Presenting- Making 
Students rehearse, refine and perform scripted and student-devised dramatic works to audiences in both informal 
and formal settings. Working in a range of forms, styles and contexts they apply performance skills to convey 
meaning to audiences. 

Responding 
Students interpret, analyse and evaluate the dramatic action from a position outside of, or after, the drama.  They 
respond in written form through review or analytical essay genres.  
 

Course options 

Students may study Drama as a one-year course in Year 9 or Year 10 or they may study the complete two-year 
course. Students wishing to take Drama in Years 11 and 12 are strongly recommended to complete one year of 
Drama in Year 9 or Year 10.  
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Early Childhood Studies 
 
**This is a one year course of study.  Students may elect ECS in Year 9 or 10 only. 

 

Why study Early Childhood Studies? 

Early Childhood Studies promotes the wellbeing and development of young children. Throughout the ECS course, 
students develop a respect and general knowledge of young children through an awareness and understanding of 
their social, emotional, physical, intellectual and language development. Students learn how to support and 
enhance child development, in turn, developing their own self confidence and communication skills. The subject 
provides a strong foundation for further studies in Early Childhood in Years 11 and 12.  
 

Course Outline 

The course consists of the following topics: 

• Introducing Early Childhood 

• The Developing Child – moving, talking, thinking, socialising 

• Child Health and Safety 

• Food and Nutrition for Children 

• The Importance of Play 

• Developing Reading and Literacy Skills 

• Planning Activities for Children  
 

What Do Students Learn? 

Students develop knowledge and understanding of early childhood through a range of theoretical and practical 
skills. Interactions with children occur through regular participation in activities involving the Redeemer Lutheran 
College Junior School. Communication, problem solving, cooperation, teamwork and decision making are valuable 
skills developed through such interactions. The course contributes greatly to developing the confidence in students 
as they learn to interact positively with young children and adults. 
 
ECS involves visits to the Junior School where students work in small groups with the students and staff. ECS students 
are involved in Under Eights Week activities as well as activities such as Face Painting at the annual Redeemer Fair. 
 

How Are Students Assessed? 

To determine a student’s level of achievement, a range of tasks are used including: 
• Practical demonstrations  
• Response to stimulus tasks 
• Short response tasks  
• Oral presentations  
• Folio work 
• Written research assignments and reports  

 
There is a strong academic focus in ECS which requires students to develop their research and analysis of data skills. 
Practical demonstration of knowledge and understanding is developed through a range of practical activities such 
as communicating with others, planning and preparing resources and activities, handling equipment, reading aloud 
and acting out stories and working in groups.  
 

Where Can Early Childhood Studies Take Students? 

Students who study Early Childhood Studies develop a range of skills which they are able to apply in the wider 
community.  
 
Further studies in Year 11 and 12 Early Childhood Studies will lead to qualifications to work in OSHC, child care 
centers, teacher aide work and contribute to skills required for careers in early childhood and primary education.  
 
The subject develops confidence and communication skills which can be applied in all areas of future study and 
employment. 
 

Extra Information 

Both male and female students are encouraged to study Early Childhood Studies. 
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German 
 
Why study German? 

• Communicate with over 229 million people throughout the world. 

• Enhance your career opportunities. German, combined with other vocational areas such as law, the arts, 
commerce, science and technology, tourism and hospitality, education and communications can increase your 
job opportunities in the global economy. Germany is the fourth largest economy in the world and the largest in 
the European Union. 

• Enrich your knowledge of science, literature, philosophy, theology, history, music, film and art. German is a 
leading language in these areas.  

• Travel in Germany and other German speaking countries and get to know the people and their culture better. 

• Improve your English skills. Learning a foreign language enriches your understanding of language in general, 
and thereby improves your use and understanding of English. Learning German fosters transferable analytical 
skills because of its highly systemic structure.  

• Study in Australia’s major universities which have partnerships with universities all over the world. All offer and 
encourage students to take up study abroad for one or two semesters during the degree. Prior language learning 
is of great benefit. Many language students choose language electives or to specialize in language learning at 
university.  

 
What will you learn? 

 
As a student, you will learn to communicate in the language using the skills of listening, speaking, reading, viewing 
and writing for practical purposes. In each skill, you will learn to appreciate cultural differences and similarities. 
Areas of Year 9 study include Leisure, Getting Around a City, School Life, Travel, Eating Out.  
 
By the end of Year 9, students should be able to: 

• Comprehend a variety of familiar and realistic texts/situations, whether by listening or reading; 

• Communicate orally and in writing in a variety of familiar authentic situations encountered in daily life. 

 
How will you learn? 
 
Students learn by using the language in communicative activities and through interacting with other speakers of 
the language. 
 
Language activities may include: 

• Participating in short class discussions and role-plays; 

• Listening to announcements, dialogues, podcasts, webcast, stories; 

• Viewing DVDs, TV shows, YouTube downloads; 

• Reading brochures, advertisements and magazine/internet articles, blogs; 

• Writing magazine articles, blogs, emails, contributions to online forums;  

• Creating multimodal presentations, power point presentations, advertisements, imaginative texts;  

 
How will you be assessed? 
 
Ability to use the language is assessed through a variety of communicative tasks. These include: 
 
Listening: comprehending conversations, discussions, announcements, reports, advertisements, podcasts 
 
Speaking: role-playing, conversing, presenting a talk on a familiar topic, sharing opinions and experiences 
 
Reading: responding to a range of written material such as magazine articles, cartoons,brochures, blogs 
 
Writing: emails, blogs, school magazine articles, web pages, power point or multimodal presentations, online 

forum contributions 

 
  



 
Year 9 Subject Selection Booklet 2017 
 

 

Graphics 
 
What is Graphics? 
 
Graphics is a course of study that provides an opportunity for students to gain an understanding of graphical 
communication across a broad spectrum of industries and applications. The course draws upon the fundamental 
principles of effective visual communication. Skills are developed during foundational units, and then applied 
through contextual units with real world relevance.  The three major topics (contexts) covered in the course are: 
Industrial Design (manufactured items and products), Built Environment Graphics (architecture and landscape 
architecture) and Graphic Design (marketing and advertising) 
  

Which occupations use Graphical skills? 

• Animator • Draftsperson • Geological Technician • Technical Illustrator 
• Architect • Illustrator • Graphic Designer • Technology Teacher 
• Builder • Engineer • Industrial Designer • Town Planner 
• Cartographer • Environmental Designer • Interior Designer  

• Commercial Artist • Fashion/Textile Designer • Landscape Architect  
 

What do students study? 

Graphics involves devising and communicating graphical responses to a task or design challenge within a context of 
Industrial Design, Built Environment or Graphic Design. Student will be involved in critical thinking, problem solving 
and evaluating throughout all three stages of a design task: 

Exploring design problems:  
• analysing design problems and investigating the use of graphical requirements 
• gathering information and conducting state of the art research  

Developing ideas: 
• sketching concepts and ideas with annotations to demonstrate judgments on design decisions 
• reflecting on work produced against the criteria of client specifications and intended audience 

Producing graphical products: 
• presenting solutions that demonstrate technical accuracy suitable for the intended audience 
• application of appropriate standards/conventions and evaluation of products 

 

What do students learn? 

The ability to communicate effectively is an essential requirement in every field of endeavour.  Graphics provides 
the opportunity to express simple and complex information through visual imagery and representations, 
encouraging clearer and more efficient communication of ideas and technical information.  Students are provided 
with the opportunity to present drawings and images in an efficient and accurate manner through the use of both 
readily available sketching and drawing materials, and also specialised equipment and computer software.  Graphics 
is considered an essential tool for all technical design fields and professions that design, manufacture and build. 
Students learn to appreciate attention to detail and a willingness to problem solve. Students will be given 
opportunities to gain confidence with presentation skills, sketching, designing, drafting, computer modelling and 
creating diagrams, technical drawings, photorealistic images and models of products, buildings and packaging.  
 

How do students learn? 

In studying Graphics, students are engage in a variety of practical and theoretical learning experiences.  Some of 
these include: documenting and communicating ideas and information through freehand sketching, planning and 
drafting of solutions to graphical problems, selecting methods of graphical presentation for particular purposes, 
using Computer Assisted Design and Drafting (CADD) software, preparing presentation drawings for a range of 
client types and report writing. 
 

How are students assessed? 

Assessment is an ongoing part of the Graphics program and is in the form of electronic portfolios.    
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Home Economics  
 
What is Home Economics? 

The belief that today’s actions and attitudes determine present and future wellbeing is central to Home Economics. 
Home Economics is concerned with the development of understandings about individual, family and community 
wellbeing. Home Economics as a field of study which offers students opportunities to discover and develop their 
individual critical and creative capabilities and work towards becoming independent and capable of living 
successfully, in the community and wider society. 

What Do Students Learn in Home Economics? 

Students who study Home economics develop skills and knowledge which will empower them to have control over 
their everyday lives currently and in the future. The course develops a high level of practical skills and employment 
attributes including teamwork, cooperation and time management. Written responses in Home Economics 
assessment require students to analyse data and respond using a variety of genre.  
 
Examples of topics studied 

• Food technology skills    

• The health of adolescents and society 

• The impact of media and advertising on food choices and well-being 

• Food science 

• Food and textile sustainability 

• Textile technology 

• Creative textiles 

• Fashion and fabrics 

• Individual electives in food or textile studies 

 

How Do Students Learn? 

Home Economics education brings together theoretical understandings and practical applications related to food 
and nutrition, human development and relationships, living environments and textiles.  Management of resources, 
decision-making and problem solving are integral to Home Economics practice. This is achieved through the use of 
the models: 
• Technology practice – encouraging students to research and collect data to make informed decisions 
• Empowerment practice – encouraging students to be responsible for their food choices 
• Social inquiry practice – the influence of media on food choices, body image and fashion choices. 
 

How are students assessed? 

A variety of techniques including design tasks, research assignments and practical food and textile production are 
used throughout the semester to assess students. All assessment tasks focus on developing both written and practical 
skills. All assessment tasks relate to in class theory and practical activities.  
 

Where Can Home Economics Take Students? 

Home Economics may be studied to develop practical skills associated with life-long learning and independent living. 
The content studied in Home Economics directly relates to leisure activities associated with food and textiles as well 
as professions in the fields of: education, technology, food industries, health, nursing, consumerism, housing, 
textiles, fashion, childcare, hospitality, tourism and retail. 
 

Other information 

Students need to be enthusiastic and willing to organise themselves to supply ingredients for weekly practical 
cookery and textile activities. Students also require a practical focus and must be willing to apply safety and hygiene 
procedures, when working in the kitchen and textile room. 
Students who select this subject must be aware of the theoretical and written requirements which accompany the 
practical work. 
 
Both female and male students are encouraged Home Economics.  

 
Students may elect to study both Home Economics and Hospitality Practices as the content and focus of the subjects 
differ significantly. Families will need to take into consideration the associated costs. 
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Hospitality Practices 
 
What is Hospitality Practices all about? 

As a vast, dynamic and growing industry, hospitality has become increasingly important in Australian society as a 
basis for expanding employment opportunities. Significant skill shortages are continually experienced in the 
industry, with the trend predicted to increase. This program of study is designed to allow students to achieve a basic 
understanding of the hospitality industry and to develop the interpersonal skills and attitudes which underpin full 
and part-time employment. Although there is a significant focus on the practical skills involved in food preparation 
and presentation, students will also develop many essential life skills. 
 
This subject is developed to support further studies in the national Hospitality Training package and in particular, 
Hospitality Practices in Years 11 and 12 at Redeemer Lutheran College. The subject also enables students to 
investigate hospitality as a popular leisure activity. 
 

What do students learn? 

Popularity of shows such as Masterchef have significantly shaped Australian food culture, influencing the way 
everyday people eat, dine and shop. Students who study Hospitality will develop practical food preparation and 
presentation skills in a hands on, practical format as well as developing and strengthening interpersonal skills and 
abilities. 
 
Topics covered include: Interpersonal skills developed: 

• Food hygiene and safety procedures 
• Menu planning 
• Basic food preparation and methods of cookery 
• Presentation and styling of menu items 
• Food and beverage service skills 
•  Function planning and operations 

• Problem solving 
• Critical thinking from a practical perspective 
• Team work 
• Communication 
• Literacy and numeracy (eg sequencing, measuring, weights) 
• Independence and responsibility 
• Sensory perception 

 

How will students be assessed? 

A variety of techniques are used throughout the semester to assess students. All assessment tasks focus on 
developing both written and practical skills. All assessment tasks relate to in class work and some class time is 
allocated to focus on assessment. Students are expected to complete activities as part of their set homework.  
Examples include research tasks, folio activities, excursion reports, practical food production, function work.  
 

How can parents/carers help? 

Students who select this subject must be aware of the theoretical and written requirements which accompany the 
practical work.   
Students may elect to study both Home Economics and Hospitality Practices, as the content and focus of the subjects 
differ significantly. Families will need to take into consideration the associated costs. 
 
Students are to bring ingredients from home for practical lessons when required. A significant amount of the food 
prepared is taken home by the students to enjoy with their families. When students are participating in food 
demonstrations and practical functions. Ingredients are supplied by the college. 
 
Students are required to dress in a standard black service uniform for function activities. The black shirts will be 
supplied on the day of the function. Students will be required to have their own dress style black pants. 
Both female and male students are encouraged to study Hospitality.  

 
Where can Hospitality Practices take students? 

The hospitality and tourism industry has become increasingly important in Australian society as a source of 
expanding employment opportunities. Significant skill shortages are continually being experienced in the industry, 
with the trend predicted to increase. The program of study is designed to allow students to achieve a broad 
understanding of the hospitality industry and to develop the personal skills and attitudes which underpin full and 
part-time employment within the industry.  These qualifications provide a pathway to work in various hospitality 
settings such as restaurants, hotels, motels, catering operations, clubs, theme parks, cake and coffee shops.  Students 
may also elect to undertake further study at university or TAFE in the areas of hospitality, tourism, events and 
business.  The subject enables students to investigate hospitality as a source of leisure activities, life skills, or as an 
avenue for further study. 
 

Pre-requisites 

NIL  
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Information Technology 
 
What is Information Technology? 

Information Technology is a course of study that enables students to explore the many ways in which technologies 
and technological innovations are shaping our world. This course examines the key areas of modern digital content 
creation and formal computer programming. Students studying Information Technology will gain expertise applying 
critical and creative thinking skills to solve real-world digital production problems in a variety of settings. In our 
rapidly changing society, it is more important than ever to support students to understand the role of digital 
technologies in their current and future world. 
 

What do students learn? 

The Information Technology course is developed from a variety of the following topics: 

• Web scripting languages familiarises students with the most popular Web based scripting languages in use 
today. Students learn how to apply HTML tags, CSS style rules and a basic scripting language.  They develop an 
understanding about how to produce web based content. 

• Programming software for entertainment engages students in the design, development and evaluation of 
simple 2D games programs. Students develop a richer understanding about target audience needs and 
requirements.  They further develop critical thinking, problem solving, algorithmic, programming and testing 
skills.  

• Digital systems explores individual computer hardware components and electrical systems.  Students 
investigate how circuits, sensors, electrical components and microprocessors are combined together to create 
digital systems. 

• Interactive content production engages students by introducing them to a range of topics involving, 2D 
animation, 3D modelling and animation, image manipulation and editing, video editing and digital production 
techniques. 

• Computer programming and app development introduces the basic constructs used in computer 
programming and how they can be applied to develop simple applications. 

• Website design and development covers the principles of website design and commonly used construction 
techniques. Students are given the opportunity to apply their knowledge and skills to design and create website 
projects using authoring tools. 

 

Information Technology as a subject assists students to adapt to changes in technology and to independently learn 
and use new technologies as they arise. 

Fluency with IT allows students to focus their studies through: 
• complex problem solving; 
• algorithmic and computational thinking 
• emphasising management skills (for detailed projects); 
• working individually and in teams; 
• communicating effectively; 
• developing productive relationships with clients; 
• considering the social and ethical issues related to developing and using digital technologies. 
 

How do students learn? 

In studying Information Technology, students engage in a wide variety of practical and theoretical learning 
experiences.  Some of these include: researching existing IT solutions and generating individual concepts and 
technical solutions based on given task scenarios; designing, implementing, testing and evaluating digital solutions; 
using digital tools to create content.  Students additionally develop report writing skills through project 
documentation tasks. 
 

How are students assessed? 

Student solutions generated in response to real-world IT problems are the principal sources of assessment data. 
 

Extra information 

In general, the school will provide sufficient access to computers, peripherals and software.  
  



 
Year 9 Subject Selection Booklet 2017 
 

 

Japanese 
 
Why study Japanese? 

Learning Japanese opens a whole new way of reading and writing and brings students into contact with ancient 
traditions reflected in the unique use of a variety of character-based scripts 
 
Japanese offers an opportunity for students to appreciate the uniqueness of Japanese culture while learning about 
the similarities of modern Australian and Japanese societies.  Influences from Japan are increasingly affecting 
Australian thinking and lifestyle.   
 
Students of Japanese have the opportunity to develop language skills which will enhance their career prospects.  
Japan provides Australia with a large overseas market, and opportunities in commerce, technology, law, health care, 
international affairs, tourism and education are available to students who have a knowledge and understanding of 
Japanese language and culture.  The range of job opportunities is constantly expanding with the established trade 
and business links between Australia and Japan, and knowledge of the Japanese language will establish a career 
advantage for young Queenslanders. 
 
Several of Australia’s major universities are developing OP adjustment systems that recognise the importance of 
learning a language as part of a rounded education. This may allow students to gain bonus rank points for various 
university courses by studying languages at high school. 
 

What do students learn? 

Students learn to communicate in the language using the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing for 
practical purposes.  To enhance their ability to communicate, they also focus on grammatical and other structures 
of the language.  Topics include making plans, describing your surroundings, school life, seasons, shopping, 
describing people, eating out, exchange programs, giving directions, sports heroes, part-time jobs and media.  
Through studying these topics, students gain an understanding and appreciation of the culture of the people. 
 

How do students learn? 

Students learn by using the language in communicative activities and through interacting with other speakers of 
the language. 
 
Language activities may include: 

• participating in class discussions, debates and role-plays  

• viewing videos and films  

• reading brochures, magazine and newspaper extracts, and short stories  

• communicating with students in other schools and countries  

• writing stories and letters 

• using computer software in the second language  

• accessing authentic language texts on the internet   

• playing language games   
 
Students are involved in a range of co-curricular activities such as: 

• international student exchanges  

• language/cultural events  

• language competitions  

• visits to restaurants 

•  
Students are increasingly accessing sophisticated technology, such as interactive computer programs and virtual 
schooling, to assist them in learning another language. 
 

Pre-requisite information 

• Students must have studied Japanese in Year 8 and a “Sound Achievement” is preferred.  Exceptions may be 
made upon consultation with the Japanese Coordinator 

• The study of Japanese in Years 9 and 10 is a pre-requisite for Japanese in Years 11 and 12. 
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Media Studies 
 
Why study Media Studies?  

Increasingly, the media in all of its forms is exercising great power in the way we understand the world around us.  
The Media Studies course focuses on students producing and responding to meaning in media texts.  By engaging 
in these processes, students develop an understanding of five interrelated key concepts that are common to 
communicating through all forms of media: media languages, technologies, audiences, institutions and 
representations.   
 

What is studied? 

The Year 9 and 10 course is essentially a very practical course.  Students engage in a wide variety of media 
experiences through the 3 criteria: 
• Creating -Making 

• Producing- Making 

• Knowledge, Understanding- Responding 

 
The units studied are as follows: 
 

Year 9 Year 10 
1.   Selling Fantasy - Advertising 

2.   Presenting Paris – Image analysis and creation 

3.   Complications and Resolutions – Film narrative  

4.   My Tunes – Music Video Clips 

1.   Introduction to Film and TV – Manipulating time 

2.   Weapons of Mass Destruction - Propaganda 

3.   Exploring change through animation 

4.   Representations and New Media 

 

What do students do? 

Students develop practical skills in filming using digital video cameras, iPad filming and editing applications as well 
as editing using digital software.  They learn to deconstruct and analyse a variety of media texts including 
advertisements, images, films, current affairs programs and documentaries.  Students create their own storyboards 
for advertisements and genre films.  They examine the codes and conventions of television media, the role of the 
internet and the social implications of technological advancements for the individual and society.  Students engage 
in a wide variety of group and individual projects.  Through these activities, students learn to work as an effective 
member of a team.   
 

How is student work assessed? 

Students can expect 1-2 assessment tasks per unit.  The types of tasks could be a selection of the following: 
 
• Creating a storyboard 

• Video clip construction 

• Stop motion animation production 

• Film Review 

• Oral presentation 

• Research and written analysis assignment 

 

Course options  

Students can do Media Studies as either a one-year course – Year 9 or Year 10, or they may choose to study it as the 
complete two year course.  Students who wish to study Film, Television and New Media in Years 11 and 12 are 
encouraged to consider taking Media Studies in at least Year 10. 
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Music 
 
Why study Music? 

Music is an integral part of our daily lives and can be an important part of developing all students' creativity, 
imagination, fine motor skills, self-discipline, concentration, listening skills and aesthetic awareness. It offers a 
unique form of self-expression and communication, and it assists students to understand people of different 
cultures.  
 

What do students study? 

The Year 9 course is designed to develop the ability and knowledge of students at all standards of musical experience 
through developing musicianship skills in the 3 criteria: 

• Knowledge, Understanding and Responding to Music 

• Creating 

• Performing  
 
The course is intended to reflect the various interests and beliefs of students within the school. 

 

Year 9 
 

Year 10 

Semester 1 

1.   Minor Seconds in Time 

2.   Exploring Australian Music 

 

Semester 2 

3.   Rock Ed 

4.   And All That Jazz 

Semester 1 

5.   Keyboard Music Through the Ages 

6.   Voiceworks 

 

Semester 2 

7.   Film Music 

8.   Extension Elective 

 
What do students do? 

The Year 9 units are very practical, focusing on developing instrumental and vocal ensemble skills in small and large 
groups, using popular classics and rock/pop/folk repertoire. Students develop their sight-reading skills as well as skills 
in aural musicianship and composition (melody-writing, part writing, word-setting and basic harmony). 
 
The approach to the Year 10 units is also practical, developing instrumental and vocal ensemble skills, including 
keyboard skills and improvisation. There will also be more development of aural and score analysis and composition 
skills in preparation for Years 11 and 12. Students may complete activities such as composing their own popular 
song and hearing the class perform it, writing piano accompaniments or works for solo piano, composing a section 
of film music. It should be noted that these units are open to all students who enjoy music, not only those who may 
wish to continue on to Senior Music. 
 

How is student work assessed? 

Assessment tasks in Year 9 will consist predominantly of practical tasks in small/large ensemble performance. For 
each unit, students may be expected to also complete one or more of the following tasks: Research Assignment/ 
Written Test/Oral Presentation, and Composition Tasks.  
 

Other information 

Students wishing to continue with Senior Music (Years 11 and 12) and/or Music Extension (Year 12) are strongly 
encouraged to complete the Year 9 and 10 Music Courses. 
 
All students enrolled in the Year 9 and 10 Music courses, are encouraged to perform in the school's instrumental 
ensembles and/or participate in Chorale or The Fellas. Excursion opportunities to concerts and/or workshops do occur 
throughout the course. A small fee is sometimes required and all students are encouraged to participate. 
 
It is preferred that students already be learning an instrument/voice OR that they are willing to continue developing 
skills in keyboard/guitar/percussion/voice begun in Year 8 OR that they take up private lessons on an instrument in 
Year 9. 
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Sports Science & Technology 
 
Why study Sports Science and Technology?  

Sports Science and Technology (SS&T) allows students to become involved in personalised studies of physical activity 
which are relevant to their stage of physical, social and emotional development. Relevant technologies are used 
throughout the delivery of this subject. 
 
This subject will develop and add to the knowledge and skills that are taught in Health and Physical Education.  
 
The general outcomes for SS&T are such that students can: 

• acquire and apply movement concepts and motor skills to a range of physical performances;  

• utilize advancements in technology to complement their study of physical activity; 

• develop positive attitudes towards participation in regular physical activity and an appreciation of the aesthetic 
and technical qualities of movement; 

• understand the anatomy and physiology involved in human movement; 

• develop high level cognitive skills that can be used across the entire curriculum. 
 

What do students study?  

Practical Units 
 
Students will study four sports. The actual sports that are taught are reviewed regularly to suit student interests, 
facilities available and teacher expertise. Typically, one individual sport will be chosen while the others will be team 
sports. 
 
Theoretical Units 

Students study a range of units related to Skill Acquisition and Biomechanics; Exercise Physiology and Training 
Principles; Sports Nutrition; Sport Psychology; and Sociology of Sport. 
 

What do students do?  

Students will be involved in a variety of written, oral and physical learning experiences, which are focused on the 
study of the various physical activities. The students will use video footage to analyse and evaluate their own 
sporting performances.  
 
Students will spend at least 50% of their time participating in the sports that are being studied. The other aspects 
of the course involve mostly computing and oral learning experiences with some written work required. 
 

How are students assessed?  

For each unit studied, students can expect to be assessed using written exams, assignments, orals and physical tasks. 
The practical and theoretical components of the course count equally to the students’ grades. The following criteria 
are used when making judgments that will contribute to the students’ exit levels of achievements.  
 
Acquiring 
This refers to abilities to acquire knowledge, understanding, values, attitudes, capacities and skills about, through 
and in physical activity through processes such as gathering, recalling and comprehending information. 
 
Applying 
This refers to abilities to apply knowledge, understanding, values, attitudes, capacities and skills about, through and 
in physical activity through processes such as interpreting, analysing and synthesising information. 
 
Evaluating  
This refers to abilities to evaluate knowledge, understanding, values, attitudes, capacities and skill about, through 
and in physical activity through processes such as hypothesising, justifying and appraising information. 
 
 

Pre-requisite information 

No prerequisites apply to the study of Physical Education at the senior level, but success in SS&T in Years 9 and 10 
may be beneficial. 
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STEM 
 
What is STEM? 

STEM refers to the study of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics, using an integrated approach. This 
course is aimed at students who have a keen interest in these disciplines and who are seeking enriching and 
authentic experiences. Students will identify real-world problems and conduct research in order to design and 
develop practical solutions.  
 
This subject draws upon subject matter and ways of working from each of the four disciplines. Selected skill and 
content are dependent on the issues/problems/challenges that each unit demands. 
 
The skills developed in this course will provide a firm foundation for these disciplines studied in Years 11 and 12. 
 
Students may choose STEM in Year 9 or Year 10 only. As some aspects of the course are academically challenging, it 
is recommended that students who undertake STEM in Year 9 are currently achieving an A standard in Mathematics 
or Science. 

 
What do students learn? 

STEM has the following topics: 
 

Renewable energy involves students investigating sustainable forms of energy such as biofuels, solar energy and 
wind power as a means of reducing our impact on the environment. 

 
Rehabilitation of a Natural Environment involves conducting research into a degraded ecosystem in the 
community and developing solutions for its recovery.  
 
Electronics Engineering involves designing and building projects using microcontrollers. These are programmable 
circuit boards that can be used to manipulate connected components such as inputs (sensors) and outputs 
(servomotors, displays etc.). 
 
Robotics involves designing, building and programming robots to control their behavior and movement. Students 
will be invited to attend the First Lego League Robotics Competition. 

 
How do students learn? 

All learning will be project based and relate to real-life problems. There will be an emphasis on personal choice to 
enhance interest and motivation. Opportunities will be given to present to an authentic audience. 
 

How are students assessed? 

Students will be assessed on their ability to: 
• identify and solve a range of complex problems 
• manage large scale projects 
• work collaboratively 
• communicate effectively 

 
BYOD considerations 

Students undertaking this course will be required to install applications and have USB connections on their devices. 
It is essential that they have access to a laptop with these capabilities. 

 
Cost 

A levy will be applied to this elective subject to assist with the purchase of materials and consumables. Students may 
not be able to be refunded levies paid if they withdraw part way through the course. 
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Visual Art 
 
Learning in Visual Art 

Learning in Visual Art involves students making and responding to artworks, drawing on the world as a source of 
ideas. Students engage with the knowledge of visual arts, develop skills, techniques and processes, and use materials 
as they explore a range of forms, styles and contexts. 
 
Making in Visual Art involves students constructing/producing representations of their ideas and intended 
meanings in different forms. Students select the visual effects they want to create through problem-solving and 
making decisions. They develop knowledge, understanding and skills as they learn and apply techniques and 
processes using materials to achieve their intentions in two-dimensional (2D) and three-dimensional (3D) forms. 
Responding in Visual Arts involves students responding to their own artworks and being audience members as 
they view, manipulate, reflect on, analyse, enjoy, appreciate and evaluate their own and others’ visual artworks. 
Both making and responding involve developing practical and critical understanding of how the artist uses an 
artwork to engage audiences and communicate meaning. 
 

Year 9:  

Note that due to the Outdoor Education Program, the Year 9 Visual Art Course runs on a Trimester of three units: 
Unit 3 commences after the start of Term 3 and runs over most of Semester 2 to account for students rotating out 
of the class. 
Unit 1:  Pop, Glamour and Wild Beasts. 
This unit introduces various painting techniques and processes. With the use of computer technology and digital 
imaging, students will be given the opportunity to develop a composition built on layers. This composition will then 
be resolved in acrylic paint on canvas. Students will also examine the contributions to painting by past and present 
practitioners. 

Unit 2:  Ceramic Vessels and 3D Forms. 
Students will study the ceramic media, techniques and processes. They will design and construct a contemporary 
vessel which is creative in form and depicts a self-developed theme. The students will also research and compare 
ceramic work from various eras. Students will conclude the unit, undertaking a sculpture workshop with a guest 
Artist in Residence. 

Unit 3:  Monsters and the Mythical 
This unit will focus on drawing and printmaking processes and skills, in particular, intaglio and planographic 
processes. Students will embark on a series of works to compile into a resolved Artist Journal. The study of artists 
and cultures who practice printmaking in the various forms, will be surveyed.  

 
How are students assessed? 

Practical work, completed by due dates, including all process and planning notation. 
Submission of the Visual Diary, containing all preparation and planning for key tasks, and containing related theory 
investigation and homework. 
Assignments and written Short Response Tasks. 
 

Pre-requisite Information  

While it is not a prerequisite that students who intend to study Visual Art Years 11 and 12 have undertaken Years 9 
and 10 units, it is obviously greatly advantageous to do so. Students wishing to undertake Year 11 and 12 studies in 
Visual Art are strongly encouraged to complete at least the Year 10 course. 
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