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Camp Tuchekoi 
 

General 

Camp Tuchekoi is owned by the Queensland Government and leased to and operated by 
Higher Ground. It is located approximately 170km from Brisbane, around 30 minutes’ drive 
from Gympie. 

 

Topography 

Established on 180 acres of rolling hills in a rural setting, Tuchekoi Outdoor Centre is on the 
edge of the Mary River Valley and Noosa Hinterland about one and a half hours north of 
Brisbane. Tuchekoi is also less than an hour from the Sunshine Coast. Although it is so close to 
Brisbane, a major contributor to the popularity of Tuchekoi Outdoor Centre is the perceived 
remoteness of its location. 

 

Camp Tuchekoi 

The facilities, staff and program run by ‘Higher Ground’ at Camp Tuchekoi has been made 
available to Redeemer Lutheran College. It is the policy of Redeemer that all students 
participate in the four week program of Outdoor Education. 

A feature of the centre is that no radios, mobile phones, mp3 players, computer games, TV, 
soft drinks or sweets are allowed. The emphasis is on camp, bush life and making students 
responsible for their own entertainment and leisure. 

Parents are informed as early as possible of the dates their children will be at Outdoor 
Education, and parents and students will receive a full briefing on the program during the 
semester prior to departure. Preference for an attendance group will be sought before class 
groupings are decided in an attempt to minimize health problems and ensure that TAS 
commitments are maintained.  

Any concerns parents may have about the Camp Tuchekoi program must be discussed with 
the Outdoor Education Coordinator before commencement of the program. 
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Costs 
The College charges to parents the full cost which it pays to Higher Ground.  Please refer to 
the College Fees Notices for specific payment details and any concerns regarding costs should 
be directed to the Business Manager. 

Students do NOT need to take pocket money to cover expenditure due to loss, breakages, 
emergencies and a Camp Tuchekoi shirt, if required.  Any costs incurred will be added to the 
next term College account. 

 

Accommodation 
Accommodation for students consists of two dormitory style buildings which each contain 
rooms of 5-6 beds. At the end of each building there is a shower/toilet area and space and 
facilities for students to hand wash their laundry items. Storage space in limited, and for that 
reason students are asked to only bring one suitcase, which will fit under the bed (maximum 
height is 28cm). 

Male and female accommodation blocks are separated by approximately 50 metres, with the 
communal area and staff house located in between. Each dorm is allocated a staff member as 
first point of contact.  

 

Food 

Students take turns in cooking for their group in the communal kitchen, and will be 
responsible for planning their menu and collecting all ingredients required for the hiking 
component. They will learn basic skills and be guided by qualified kitchen staff. 

 

Staff 

Permanent and casual staff qualifications include teaching, outdoor education, senior first 
aid, remote area first aid, cooking skills and food handling qualifications. Staff have 
environmental interests, skills and enjoy promoting an active, healthy lifestyle. 

 

Communication 
 

Telephone 

Please contact the Outdoor Education Coordinator at the College with any concerns on 
3340 8848. 

In the case of an extreme emergency, telephone 0408 835 423.  

The telephones at Tuchekoi are not available for student use.  Students and their families are 
encouraged to write letters.  Students are required to bring their own writing materials, 
envelopes and stamps. 

 

Postal Address 

Tuchekoi Outdoor Centre 

115 Kress Road 

TUCHEKOI C/- GYMPIE QLD 4570   
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Goals and Objectives 
Students are involved in a wide variety of activities and educational experiences that cannot 
be duplicated in a normal classroom environment. 

 

The stated major goals of the centre are to foster each student’s development as a 
unique child of God by providing them with: 

(a) the opportunity to develop awareness, appreciation and understanding of their 
relationship to God's creation; 

(b) the opportunity to deepen their spiritual life and recognise how God's word affects 
their lives; 

(c) the opportunity to live within a Christian community upholding Christian values 
concerning themselves, others and the environment; 

(d) personal and group challenges, which are physical, mental, emotional and which 
promote responsibility and respect of self and others. 

 

Redeemer’s Outdoor Education Program aims to give students an opportunity to: 

• learn outside the classroom 

• cope with the pressures of living, responsibilities, failure and success 

• experience a bush lifestyle 

• spend time away from the comforts of home 

• learn to appreciate their families 

• meet God in a different setting 

• gain a better understanding of self 

• make new friends 

• heighten acceptance of others 

• learn new skills. 
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Daily Routine at Camp Tuchekoi 
There is a wide variety of activities at Camp Tuchekoi, but the daily program around the 
Camp Tuchekoi base would be as per the approximate outline below: 

Students need to take responsibility for waking themselves up and be ready at a given time. 

 

6.15am  Fitness 

6.45am Breakfast Duty 

7.00am Breakfast (News and Weather) 

8.30am Cabin Inspections 

9.00am Group Devotion 

9.30am Morning Activities 

12.30pm Lunch Duty 

12.45pm Lunch  

1.45pm Afternoon Activities 

4.45pm Cooking, Devotion Prep and Free Time 

6.00pm Dinner 

7.30pm DEAR Time (Drop Everything And Reflect) 

8.00pm Evening Activity 

9.00pm In Cabins 

9.15pm Lights Out 

 

All of the students will experience the preparation and execution of camping and hiking 
activities, including decision making, type of equipment and the selection and quantity of 
food. Prior to hiking and camping participation, all students will be given extensive 
instruction in maps and compass skills in conjunction with field work knowledge which 
includes building bush shelters, food and water conservation and other survival skills. 

Students will also be given instruction in canoeing and abseiling techniques, and initiative 
games, all of which are designed to improve self-confidence and build up self-esteem. 

The problems of living together and learning to cook, clean, wash, work and endure the 
strengths and weaknesses of fellow students are real. Outdoor Education makes every 
attempt to foster trust and understanding through relationships and hence a community 
spirit. The fostering of Christian ideals is an important part of community life at Camp 
Tuchekoi and students participate in morning and evening devotions. 
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Open Day 
Arrival: 9.30am onwards. (Any earlier, students are still involved with breakfast 

and cleaning up and can interfere with their duties) 

Start time: 10.00am - Morning Tea (prepared by students) 

 11.00am - Church Service (led by students) 

 12.00pm - Lunch (provided by parents) and interactive activities 

Departure time: 3.00pm 

 

Open Day begins with morning tea prepared by the students, followed by a service in the 
beautiful surroundings of the Sunshine Coast Hinterland. Tours of the area are conducted by 
the students. Parents are expected to bring lunch for themselves and their children. 
Opportunities to meet with and talk to members of the Camp Tuchekoi staff and College 
staff are always provided. During the afternoon, parents are treated to demonstrations of 
the skills the students have attained.  

 

Medical 
Every student will receive a permission slip which includes a section on medical requirements 
to cover camping and hiking activities. It is important that medical information is current and 
that dental checks, immunizations, etc, are in order before students depart for Camp 
Tuchekoi. Please ensure your child has had a recent haircut. 

All staff are first aid qualified and there are medical facilities within 10-20 minutes located 
nearby at Pomona, Gympie and Nambour. 

Any students required to take prescribed medication during their stay at Camp Tuchekoi are 
to bring sufficient quantities, clearly marking details. All medication is to be handed into the 
Redeemer Staff prior to departure and it will be administered under supervision following 
the information provided on the consent form.  Analgesics will be dispensed from labelled 
containers provided by students. Please note that no medication can be administered without 
consent, and for this reason even pain killers such as paracetamol should be sent if required. 
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What to Bring 
Clothing 

� Underwear ( one week  supply) 
� Socks (6-8 pairs) preferably not white 

and mixture of thick and thin. 
� 1 pair of jeans (casual/evening) 
� Shorts and T-Shirts – at least 4 of each 
� 1 long sleeved thermal top* (for 

canoeing/activities) 
� 1 pair of running /fitness shorts 
� 1 pair of ¾ pants/long, light weight 

trousers* (for mountain biking). 
� 1 track suit* and 1 long sleeved 

jumper*. 
� 1 rain coat (durable, light) 

NO PONCHOS/UMBRELLAS. 
� 1 Beanie/fleece hat*. 
� 1 Swimming togs* (no bikinis) 
� Pyjamas (1 winter and 1 summer set) 
� NO SINGLETS 
� NO SHORT SHORTS (mid thigh 

length) 
 
Footwear 

� Thongs for use in shower 
� Old joggers or water shoes for 

canoeing. 
� Trainers (suitable for running/fitness) 
 
Sleeping 

� 1 pillow 
� 2 pillow cases 
� 1 Sleeping bag -small, warm, compact, 

stored in a compression pack for 
expedition. 

� Bedding sheets (1 fitted sheet and 1 top 
sheet) 

� 1 Fleece blanket 
 
Activity Specific 

� Hiking boots/ sturdy shoes for hiking 
(ankle support, decent tread) 

� 1 pair of gloves for mountain biking. 
� 1 pair of gaiters (for hiking) 
� 1 wide brimmed sun hat (no caps) 
� 2 lightweight, quick drying pants (for 

hiking/activities) 
� 2 light weight, long sleeved, collared 

shirts 
�  1 Whistle 
� Small backpack for day trips 
� 1 foam camping mat 

Ancillaries 

� Water bottles (1 litre good quality 
bottle and 2 litre juice container) 

� Head torch and batteries 
� Watch 
� Alarm clock ( 1 per cabin) 
� If glasses worn, ensure a floating strap is 

brought for water activities. 
� Sunglasses 
� Non- breakable bowl, plate, butter 

knife, spoon, fork and cup.  All of which 
to be stored in a drawstring bag- clearly 
named. 

� 1 tea towel – clearly named. 
� 2 towels  and 2 face washers. 
� 1 small bottle of environmentally 

friendly detergent and clothes pegs. 
� 1 pair of gardening gloves (for 

community service) 
� Bible 
� Letter writing material – including 

envelopes and stamps. 
� A5 journal (blank pages) 
� Pencil case - pens, pencils, highlighter, 

eraser, etc. 
� 8 garbage bags 
 
Toiletries 

� Sunscreen (lots of) 
� Non aerosol insect repellent 
� Personal items – toothpaste, tooth 

brush, shampoo, conditioner, shower 
gel, ROLL ON deodorant, lip cream, nail 
scrub brush, hair brush/comb – all in a 
draw string bag. 

 
Medication 

� All medication is to be clearly marked in 
a zip lock bag along with instructions 
and handed in to the teacher on day of 
departure from school. 

 

 

* These items must be packed despite the season  
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Students may also bring: 
� Musical instruments 
� Camera and memory cards and cables to upload photos 
� Own devotions book and own recipe book 
� 1 set of clean, neat clothes 
� Small board game/cards (NO Ouji boards or Tarot cards) 
� Novels (will also be supplied by the College) 
� Sunglasses 
� Calendar and bluetack 

 

Do NOT bring: 
� No electronic equipment, eg: iPods, MP3 players, radios, clock radios, computer games, 

mobile phones  
� Hair driers/irons/straighteners, haircutting equipment or dyes                     
� Any form of food                                                    
� T-shirts with inappropriate messages, or singlet or string tops 
� Knives or scissors, including pocket knives, steak knives 
� Spray deodorants, cosmetics, nail polish 
� Magazines 
� Fireworks, glowsticks 

 

Note:    
Old clothes are recommended. Ensure all clothing and equipment is named.  Please keep 
items to a minimum and ensure that the items are packed in one case or backpack, with a 
soft carry bag for storage inside the bus. Pack as if you were going on an overseas airline 
flight.  Storage space is restricted to under the bed and a small storage shelf 
(Maximum suitcase height is to be 28cm). 

Staff will frequently check student bags and there will be daily cabin inspections. 
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2014 Tuchekoi Groups 
Group 1 (Selected students from 9.3, 9.4 and 9.5) 
Monday 25 August to Saturday 20 September 2014 (Open Day) 

Group 2 (Selected students from 9.3, 9.4 and 9.5) 
Monday 6 October to Saturday 1 November 2014 (Open Day) 

Group 3 (All students from 9.1 and 9.2) 
Monday 3 November to Saturday 29 November 2014 (Open Day) 

 

Tuchekoi Blog 
Parents can follow their children’s journey by signing up to the ‘Tuchekoi Blog’. A journal 
entry is handwritten by different students each day, and is posted onto the blog website by 
Redeemer staff. 

The Tuchekoi Blog can be located at: www.redeemer.com.au/news/blog/category/tuchekoi 

 

A Final Word 
Normal College rules apply at Camp Tuchekoi and students will be sent home for serious 
breaches of these rules, including disregard of expectations regarding staff-student and 
student-student relationships. 

We hope that the Camp Tuchekoi experience will provide your child with a unique and long 
remembered experience that will aid his/her personal and spiritual development. 

 
Mr Adrian Ford 
Outdoor Education Coordinator | Pastoral Care Leader: Year 9 

Telephone: 3340 8848 | Mobile: 0408 835 423 
Email: aford@redeemer.com.au 

For more information: www.redeemer.com.au/our-college/senior/outdoor-education 
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Directions to Camp Tuchekoi  
 
Camp Tuchekoi is located on 180 acres of rolling hills in a rural setting on the edge of the 
Mary River and Noosa Hinterland about one and a half hours north of the Brisbane CBD. 
Tuchekoi is also located less than an hour from the Sunshine Coast.  
 
Tuchekoi Outdoor Centre 

115 Kress Road 

TUCHEKOI  

C/- GYMPIE QLD 4570 

   

  

� Travel along the New Bruce 
Highway (heading North) 

� Take the Old Bruce Highway 
exit after Pomona (Exit 244) 

 

� Take the Kenilworth Skyring Creek Road  
exit on your left 

� Travel 2.8km and take the first left into 
Kress Road 
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