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Mr Richard Hauser (departing Head of College) congratulates 

Shenae Fletcher, 2008 Year 12 Dux of the School.

Goodbye
Redeemer Farewells Mr Hauser

1



2

Head of College

After seven years at 
Redeemer, and just about 
to leave it, I have been 
thinking about the best 
bits of my time here. 

The first thing that comes to mind is the students. I can 
remember the opening service when I faced them for the first 
time seated in all their blue uniformed splendour in the chapel.  
I wondered then what sort of people they might be. They looked 
civilized enough. At the end of the service a couple of school 
leaders approached me and welcomed me warmly on a personal 
level. That caring gesture, beyond just good manners, set the 
tone for the years since. Our students have always been a joy, 
most of them anyway, and all of them equally precious.

Then I think of my colleagues, the teachers and support staff. 
Many are now my friends, and they have been supportive people. 
I will always treasure our weekly teaching staff briefings when we 
have gathered for information dissemination, mutual support and 
good fun. Nearly always, I left smiling. A school is as good as the 
quality of interaction between staff and students on a daily basis. 
We have recruited wisely and well at Redeemer and our students 
reap the rewards. Graduating students often tell me that the 
wonderful relationships they have shared with teachers and  
other staff have been the high point of their time at Redeemer. 
No wonder we continue to get good academic results.

I also remember the parents. Good families make good schools 
and Redeemer has a host of them. Some I have worked with 
on various auxiliaries are veritable gems. Redeemer parents 
contribute a lot to their children, not only the fees for their 
schooling, often at great sacrifice, but also in the time and good 
will they devote to the school itself. People who come to our  
Fair often say they can feel a special community atmosphere  
and spirit at Redeemer, and I think they are correct.

Then there is the cultural life. Some of the best school music I 
have heard has been at Redeemer. Bands, choirs, orchestras, 
ensembles, drama groups, debating teams have all provided 
regular delights. Our sporting teams have had their share of 
success as well. As a cricket tragic, I treasure our turf wicket.  
I like the sound of the early morning swim squads. Cross country 
and athletic carnivals have always been good fun.

I love the Redeemer campus. Its leafy trees and green lawns 
inspire serenity and peace amongst our students. The buildings 
lose their institutional edge against the background and 
foreground of nature. I will even miss the python and tree 
snakes which live here as well as the odd koala.

My favourite building has to be the chapel. It is our best facility 
and at the heart of our purpose. Its prominent profile underlines 
the fact that Christian beliefs and values lie at the heart of 
our school’s ethos. Worship is our daily practice, the starting 
point for each day and for all lives. And emphasising our basic 
orientation is our motto: Our Hope Is in Christ!

Mr Richard Hauser
Head of College

The Best Bits
1970 Concordia College, Adelaide SA  

(Social Science, part time)

1971-1976 St Paul’s College, Walla Walla NSW  
(Head of English and History)

1977-1981 Luther College, Croydon VIC (Head of English)

1982-1986 Concordia College, Toowoomba (Head of History)

1987-1991 Concordia College, Toowoomba  
(Deputy Headmaster Curriculum)

1992-2001 Good Shepherd Lutheran College, Noosa,  
Head of College

2002-2008 Redeemer Lutheran College, Rochedale,  
Head of College
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Head of College

From the visionary young teacher through to the sober and wise 

principal, Richard has honoured his Lord by faithfully serving those 

whom God has placed in his care as educator and administrator. 

The exemplary nature of his service was made possible and 

enriched by the way Richard reflected on his calling, always asking 

questions and thinking things through. My wish is that freedom 

from school routines inspires Richard to build on his knowledge 

and experiences and reflect, write and consult for the benefit of 

Lutheran educators – in the process, indulging his passions for 

writing and Lutheran schooling and continuing to be a blessing to 

the LCA and its schools. God bless! 

Mervyn Wagner
Editor, Emmaus newsletter

Richard Hauser has contributed widely to the broader 
Lutheran education community: who will forget Sally and 
the Men in Black at the very first ACLE on the Gold Coast, 
an imaginative journey through the history of Lutheran 
education in Australia! His writings in The Emmaus 
Package are a highlight; they go around Australia. He has 
had leadership positions at both the Lutheran Education 
Queensland’s Schools Council and the Board for Lutheran 
Education Australia. We will miss his writings, his sometimes 
biting sense of humour, his wisdom, his huge knowledge of 
the history of Lutheran education but mostly we will miss 
him, a man of great integrity and faith!

Sue Kloeden
Executive Director, Lutheran Education Queensland Many things can be said about Richard Hauser. 

One of the most important things is that he has a heart. A heart for people. 
A heart for the Lutheran church and its schools. 
A heart for the gospel. 
A heart for a quality drop of dry red. 
And a hearty laugh.

Every blessing Richard as you enter the next phase of your life. Thank you for your support and encouragement over the past few years.

Jodie Hoff 
Deputy Principal, St Andrews Lutheran College
(Richard was Jodie’s mentor for the Lutheran Leadership program)

It is a pleasure to write a tribute to Richard Hauser on his 

retirement from full time service in Lutheran schools.  

Richard has served Lutheran schools faithfully and with 

distinction for 39 years in six schools and in four states.

He has had a passion for teaching and learning in English, History 

and Christian Studies. His students will remember him for his 

approachable nature, inspiring lessons and caring patience. 

His staff will remember him for his integrity, sometime outrageous 

humour, a focus on learning and the centrality of the gospel. 

In his leadership positions he has valued people, been strategic in 

his approach and been driven by the core values of the Lutheran 

school. Personally and professionally he has modelled the mission 

of the Lutheran school to provide quality education informed by 

the gospel.

Richard’s contribution and leadership of Lutheran education outside 

his school has been diverse and significant. He has chaired the 

national Lutheran Education Australia Board and the Lutheran 

Education Queensland Schools Council. He has spoken and written 

widely on the history and mission of the Lutheran school. Richard’s 

writings have helped shape the nature of Lutheran schooling in 

Australia at a time of rapid growth and in its movement from being 

nurseries of the church to schools serving Australian communities.

It is people like Richard Hauser whose work has given Lutheran 

education such a well respected name in the community. We will 

miss hid larger-than-life presence and will not forget him.

Adrienne Jericho

Executive Director, Lutheran Education Australia

It was a real joy, and great honour, to have worked with Richard 
for nine years at Good Shepherd, Noosa. He was then, and 
continues to be, a wonderful mentor and friend. There are few 
who have a better understanding of the essentials that need to 
sit at the core of Lutheran schools. Best wishes for a happy and 
productive ‘retirement’ Richard.

Peter Weier 
Principal, Grace Lutheran Primary School 
(Head of Primary, Good Shepherd Lutheran College 1992-2000)

I first met Richard when he joined the teaching staff at Luther 

College in 1977 and we have been good friends ever since.

While at Luther he introduced me to home brewing as well as 

providing some interesting insights into Lutheran theology and 

life in general. My wife Kathy and I also got to know his young 

family, nurtured by his lovely wife Sylvia.

Over the ensuing 31 years Richard and I have shared a room 

at many Lutheran teachers conferences and later at Lutheran 

principals conferences. My conversations with Richard during those 

times have probably been more beneficial to me than the sessions 

at the conferences; “Definitely” I can hear him responding!

We share a similar sense of humour and an appreciation of the 

value of family and history, both of which provide us with many 

laughs, often at our own expense!

I regard Richard as one of our most gifted Australian Lutheran 

educators. His strong background in the church, his study at 

Lutheran Teachers College and his continuing study and reading 

related to theology and education, coupled with his life experiences 

especially in teaching, have given him a wisdom and understanding 

that he has shared with many through his prolific writing.

My hope and prayer is that, as he enjoys the relaxed life-style of 

retirement in his Noosa ‘pent-house’, he will continue to write, 

for not only will that be of benefit to Lutheran education but it 

will also keep him from annoying Sylvia too much!!

I wish him a long and peaceful retirement and thank him for all 

he has been to me and to Lutheran education over many years! 

“Well done, good and faithful servant!”

Mal Wegener 
(Mal has been a close friend of Richard since the early days)

A Farewell Tribute to Mr Richard Hauser
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Staff Profile

We are happy to announce a new  
Principal for our college.
Redeemer Lutheran College Council Chair, Mr Col Vietheer, 
announced in July the appointment of Mr David Radke as the 
new Principal of Redeemer Lutheran College.

Mr Radke, who is currently Head of the Indooroopilly Campus 
at St Peters Lutheran College, will commence as Principal of 
Redeemer in January 2009. 

Mr Richard Hauser, the current Head of College, announced 
in April his plan to retire at the end of this year. After seven 
years at the helm of Redeemer he has decided to hand over 
the responsibilities of leadership. The College Council, in 
consultation with Lutheran Education Queensland, was actively 
involved in finding a replacement.

Mr Radke’s professional memberships include the Australian 
College of Educators and the Australian Council for Educational 
Leaders. Mr Radke is also a qualified Rugby Union coach. 

He is married with two teenage children. Mr Radke enjoys family 
time, as well as being interested in woodwork, various sports, 
travel and motorcycle restoration. 

Mr Radke brings to the role a strong Christian faith and a deep 
commitment to, and understanding of, Lutheran education. 

We ask God to bless this appointment for our school as we 
enter another era of our history.

Personal Introduction
I was born and raised in Papua New Guinea. My Lutheran 
education experience began in the mission field in Year 6 at 
Katherine Lehman School in Wau.

I attended St Peters Lutheran College for my high school years 
where I enjoyed athletics, soccer, rugby, the choir, the musicals 
and the study. 

I completed a Bachelor of Arts Degree at Adelaide University 
and returned to Queensland to seek my fortune in the business 
world, working for a rental company servicing the building and 
construction industry. It was in 1984 at the Kelvin Grove Campus 
of the then Brisbane College of Advanced Education that I 
achieved my teaching qualification.

My teaching career commenced at Grace Lutheran College 
Rothwell from where I moved to Immanuel Lutheran College 
Maroochydore. My next posting was to Good Shepherd Lutheran 
College in Hamilton, Victoria. From Victoria we moved to 
Tatachilla Lutheran College in South Australia, before returning 
to Queensland to work at St Peters, my alma mater, in 2002.

As a teacher my passion is for History, related Humanities 
subjects and Christian Studies. I have also been a senior 
administrator in my previous three schools including a period  
of service as principal in Victoria.

Besides myself, the Radke family is comprised of my wife Naomi, 
and our daughters Keziah who is presently poised between 
secondary and tertiary studies and Elisheba who is in Year 10.

Mrs Naomi Radke (centre) with daughters Keziah (left) and Elisheba (right)

A New Principal

Redeemer’s new Principal, Mr David Radke
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Chaplain’s Column

Redeemer’s staff are starting to say,  
“I need a holiday”. In late January,  
parents will be saying the same thing.  
The only unifying factor is the students. 
And they say they need a holiday no  
matter what time of year you ask them.

Holidays are a necessary part of school life. 
Both staff and students become noticeably 

more tired as the term goes on. But holidays change all that. 
They allow people to recharge and come back fresh and ready 
to work.

There is a natural rhythm to life. We can’t just be “go, go, go” 
all the time. Rest is needed if we are to perform well. In the 
course of the year we need times that are less stressful in order 
to prepare us for times of high intensity. Even on a weekly  
cycle, God had His ancient people, Israel, set aside one day  
(the Sabbath) on which they were not to do any work. Today, still, 
it is important to set aside a day to worship God and recuperate. 
Our lives need balance. 

Everyday Holidays
But there is a deeper rest that the Bible talks about. The Sabbath 
rest was merely a pointer to Jesus who came saying, “Come to 
me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and 
I will give you rest”. (Matthew 11:28 NRSV) Throughout our 
lives we experience the burden of having to prove ourselves and 
discover our value. Jesus gives us rest by establishing once and 
for all that God loves us. Exams that you know you can’t fail are 
always less stressful. Jesus tells us that that the final assessment 
of our lives will be positive, and we can relax even as we live it.

Jesus brought a peace that the world cannot give. He intends for 
us to find this deeper peace and rest in him – even in the midst 
of frenetic activity. Christian life is often portrayed as one of 
vigorous activity – love is active in service to God and neighbour. 
But underlying all the activity is the deep truth that in Jesus 
we find a rest, a peace, a refreshing, that makes all the activity 
possible. That means that every day can be a holiday in Jesus, 
because they are all holy days.

Pastor Matt Thomas
Chaplain

Graduating Class of 2008

On Thursday 20 November, the college community farewelled 156 Year 12 students at the 2008 Valedictory Service from the graduating class of 2008, 
Redeemer’s largest senior group yet.

45 students commenced their Redeemer journey in Year 6 in 2002, making Mr Hauser an 
honorary graduate of the class of 2008.

Year 12s from the Class of 2008
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College News

Farewell Carolyn
After serving Redeemer Lutheran College for well over 18 years 
as the Headmaster’s Secretary and in more recent years as the 
college Enrolments Registrar, Mrs Carolyn Grant was farewelled 
and thanked for her many years of service by past and present 
colleagues. We wish Carolyn every blessing for the future.

Springboard 2008 
Students from Years 6 to 8 once again put on an impressive 
show at ‘Springboard 2008’. Springboard is an exhibition 
of student work from Art, Design Technology, Information 
Technology and Food and Textile Technology departments. 

In recent years Redeemer has increased its curriculum offerings 
in the area of Vocational Education and Training subjects and we 
have a growing number of students who are involved in creative 
and practical offerings. Our Art department has flourished as 
well with our students regularly picking up prizes and awards.

A fashion parade featuring Year 11 Home Economics and Year 8 
Textile Technology work was held as part of the official opening 
on Wednesday 22 October in Redeemer Chapel.

The exhibition was also open throughout Redeemer Fair where  
a stream of impressed visitors admired the work on display by 
our students.

Music Success
Redeemer’s music ensembles have had unprecedented success at 
the Redlands Eisteddfod throughout July and August, resulting 
in six first places, two seconds and a Highly Commended.

Monday 28 July saw the Middle School String Ensemble and 
Chamber Strings compete at the Redlands Performing Arts Centre 
Gallery. Those who were in attendance uniformly agree that it 
was a spectacular night of music making. The Middle School 
String Ensemble played ‘Con spiritoso’ and won their section, 
while the Chamber Strings performed beautifully and placed 
second. Despite placing second, this was a particularly memorable 
night for the Chamber Strings as they scored 95 points out of 
a possible 100. It was the highest score received by any of our 
music ensembles throughout the eisteddfod. The adjudicator,  
Mr Stephen Chin, described the performance as ‘heartfelt’.

Senior Concert Band, in a tight competition held at our very own 
Kleinschmidt Centre, won the A-grade Secondary Concert Band 
section on 29 July, and Intermediate Concert Band followed this 
success with a win of their own on 30 July. Well prepared and 
musically ‘tight’ performances impressed the adjudicator in  
both instances.

From 4 to 6 August, four of our dedicated choral ensembles 
took to the Eisteddfod stage to compete. Singing with great 
style, Redeemer Chorale received a Highly Commended award 
for their work on 4 August. On the same evening, the College 
Choristers stole the show, singing with great energy and a 
fantastic repertoire. They won in a crowded field of upper 
primary choirs. The following evening saw Junior Choir sing in 
their debut performance for 2008, coming second in the Junior 
Primary section, and our small, but very committed group of 
Year 8 students in Voiceworx sang with great panache and won 
the Middle School choral section.

Finally, on 6 August, the Senior Singers sang in the Open Choral 
Championship. This demanding and high profile section of 
the eisteddfod required the vocal ensembles to perform three 
contrasting pieces and certainly, the Senior Singers rose to 
the occasion. They gave a tremendously focussed yet moving 
performance, singing together with true sensitivity. They were 
announced as winners of the Open Choral Championship for 2008.

Thank you to Mrs Linda Tonkin, Mrs Katrina Evans, Mrs Jillian 
Hunt, Miss Jodie Davis, Mr Stuart Bent and Mr David Law, the 
conductors of the ensembles, for their fine musical leadership.
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College News

Redeemer Boys
Congratulations to the following Redeemer staff, who have all 
delivered healthy baby boys in the past four months!

Mrs Mary-Anne Chan »  (Middle School office) –  
Nathaniel Chan was born on 5 October, weight 10lb.

Mrs Alison Glover »  (Junior School) Glover –  
Bradley Joseph Glover was born on 30 September, 8lb 1oz.

Mrs Rachael Stelzer »  (Middle School) –  
Linden John Stelzer was born 22 September, weighing  
in at 9lb.

Mrs Kelli McKeiver »  (Head of Junior School) – 
Campbell Gerard Marshall was born on 19 November, 8lb 9oz.

Cambodia Project 2008
The Cambodia Project is a Christian service opportunity for a team 
of fifteen students and three teachers from Redeemer Lutheran 
College. They will go to Cambodia through the Lutheran Church’s 
Aid and Development agency, Australian Lutheran World Service 
with the hope to serve those in desperate need. 

The project involves travelling to the Oral District in Cambodia 
for three weeks (4–23 December), working alongside the 
Lutheran World Service team. The people in this area are 
marginalised, underprivileged and poverty-stricken, with little or 
no hope for a better future. Here the team will visit schools and 
encourage students and teachers to continue with education, 
and complete service projects that may include building roads, 
painting schools and planting crops.

The Cambodia Project team will also spend time visiting 
orphanages and street-children’s shelters, bringing joy to 
children and their carers, and encouraging them to go to school. 

A crucial facet of our project this year is fundraising for a 
dormitory block to be built beside the Chea Sim Secondary 
School in the Oral District. By providing somewhere for 
secondary school students to stay during the week, more 
students (including girls) can continue on with their education.

We believe that we are privileged and blessed to be a part of 
such a well-to-do society in comparison to those of the Oral 
District. We feel that it is our Christian duty to serve those less 
fortunate than we are. Although this is such a small step in 
helping eradicate the world-wide issue of poverty, it is a step 
nonetheless. We also aim to encourage students and other 
people in our wider community to become aware of the issues 
of poverty and injustices which exist in our world. The Cambodia 
Project demonstrates that there ARE ways to directly reach those 
so far away through the grace and blessings of God. 

Jeanette Sequeria Year 12

Mr Hardke Wins  
Prestigious Writing Award

Our very own Mr Aaron Hardke, Head 
of Learning and Teaching P-9, has won 
a Silver Award from the Australasian 
Religious Press Association (ARPA) in the 
category, Best Story on Social Justice. 
Mr Hardke won the award for his piece 
in The Lutheran about last year’s teacher 
study tour to the Lutheran World Service 
refugee camps in Nepal. Using his new 

hiking boots as an interpretive lens, Mr Hardke delivered what 
the judge called ‘a well-crafted and informative story’ of his 
personal encounter with the appalling needs, yet inspirational 
Bhutanese people, in the refugee camps, and reflected on how 
bridges can be built with Australian students.

Mr Hardke wrote, “We want our students to widen their 
worldview. Perhaps the best way we can help them is to first 
widen our own. Back in our schools we can now effectively 
and accurately relay messages of hope and courage. We can 
foster compassion, appreciation and justice through the stories, 
photographs and videos of our experience. What better way 
to explore Lutheran Education Australia’s values for Lutheran 
schools. What better way to explore Christian service and our 
Christian responsibilities.” 

Aaron’s story can be downloaded from The Lutheran’s website, 
www.thelutheran.com.au (click on Past Issues, 2007, November).

Redeemer’s most recent baby staff 
boy: Campbell Gerard Marshall,  
son of Mrs Kelli McKeiver and  
Mr John Marshall
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Junior School News

Term 4 marks the middle of 
the spring season. The sun has 
been shining each day and 
it is glorious. New growth is 
happening outside, not only 
with plants and greenery but 
also new life and growth has 

been felt in the Junior School in a number of 
ways throughout the term.

Spring

Mrs Alison Glover celebrated 
the arrival of her first born 
son, Bradley, in September 
and as I write, I am one week 
away from the arrival of baby 
number two.

Growth is also seen in our Junior School with the arrival of more 
play equipment, namely our cubby house, with special thanks to 
Mr Grant Symons, Mr Andrew Kennedy and the team of Year 12 
Manufacturing students who made this special play area for us.

We have already started to 
prepare for the growth of 
the Junior School for 2009 
with approximately 50 more 
students joining us. This 
has entailed ordering more 
resources, furniture and 
employing more staff.

One of the most exciting areas 
of growth that I have seen 
this year is the growth of our 
little people. Not only have 
they matured physically, but 
also spiritually, academically 
and emotionally. They have 
weathered the seasons of  
the year and with spring their 
growth is obvious and should 
be celebrated.

Mrs Kelli McKeiver
Head of Junior School

Hugh McClurg and Alex Call – Year 3Emma Bures - Prep

Carly Furlonger and Emma Hawley – Year 4Kiaan Gordon – Prep

Madison Shepherd – Prep Matthew Charalambous – Prep Georgia Spinelli – Year 3

Irini Skourmallas and Shelby Clark – Year 2Byron Speldewinde - Prep
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Middle School News

Canberra Trip
Did you know that you’re eating dinosaur every time you eat 
chicken? We brought home that startling fact from a visit to the 
National Dinosaur Museum in Canberra. This was just one of the 
places that we visited during our week in the nation’s capital. 
At the Deep Space Centre we were told that women make 
better astronauts than men – and who would be game to argue 
with that? We tested our athletic ability and endurance at the 
Australian Institute of Sport and marvelled at the elite gymnasts 
and weightlifters who were training when we visited. We debated 
a Bill in parliament, threw snowballs and tobogganed in the snow, 
took hundreds of photos and collected a lifetime of memories.

Author Visit
Dr Cameron Stelzer was our visiting author for Children’s Book 
Week and he showed us that everyone has some artistic ability. 
We worked on characters from Dr Stelzer’s “Stroogle” books 
and enjoyed seeing the characters of our imagination come to 
life in our artistic hands.

Year 8 SOSE Mystery Tour
Mystery Tour day saw us turn our backs on our class rooms and 
venture out by bus to unknown destinations. Fortunately the 
teachers and bus drivers knew where we were going and we 
had an interesting day exploring places of significance in our 
local history. We visited churches that were built more than a 
hundred years ago, saw some excellent displays at museums and 
visited some very old graves in local cemeteries. 

Mrs Judy Powell
Head of Middle School

Semester Two Highlights
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Senior School News

Enhancing the educational opportunities 
and pathways for students within the 
Senior School has been a significant focus 
in 2008. Whereas physical change within 
a school environment is a clear indication 
of progression, structural change within a 
school often has the greatest impact and 
subsequent benefit. This is certainly true 
in relation to the expanding senior school 

pathways and developing house pastoral care system within 
the college. Both developments have provided Senior School 
students with the opportunity to explore a variety of different 
educational pathways, offerings and challenges consistent with 
their interests, talents and abilities. 

The Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) was awarded 
at the completion of Year 12. The QCE is a school-based 
qualification which recognises the diverse learning that occurs 
across the senior years of education, both internally at school 
and in the wider community. The seniors of 2008 were the first 
cohort to receive this new qualification. 

In addition to the academic program, the Senior School has 
been alive with co-curricular activities and other events. 
Students continue to excel within the mixed and varied co-
curricular program. The promotion from TAS red division to TAS 
blue division in 2009 for all three trimester sports was a fine 
achievement and a reflection of the great sporting successes 
across the year. The challenge is certainly set for Redeemer to 

continue to perform against a consistently higher standard of 
opponent. Successes on the sporting fields as well as in musical 
performances, public speaking forums and arts competitions 
have substantially contributed to increasing the spirit and pride 
within the college. 

After a year of interhouse competitions staged across sporting, 
artistic, cultural and community service fields, Wilson were the 
winners of the Senior School House Shield for 2008. 

An enthusiastic focus on serving our community has also been 
evident within the Senior School community in 2008. Events 
such as Far Out, ReCykle, Shave for a Cure, the Butterfly appeal 
for the Hear and Say Centre as well as the Cambodia trip are just 
a few examples of student involvement. 

In my foundation year as Head of Senior School, I have been 
truly blessed. The opportunity to serve and build positive and 
productive relationships with adolescents is certainly one 
of the most rewarding aspects of my position. I would like 
to acknowledge and thank members of the Senior School 
community including students, teachers, staff and parents for 
the wonderful support I have been given throughout the year. 
Particularly I wish to thank my predecessor, Mr Dennis Mulherin 
for his leadership and service at Redeemer. The Senior School is 
a better place for his contribution. 

Mr Michael Kleidon
Head of Senior School
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College News

2009 College Captains  
and Student Leaders
In 2009, the Student Leadership Body incorporates those 
students who are selected to serve as captains of the college, 
sport and music as well as those elected as student House 
Captains. This group works as a team in cooperation with 
all other Year 12 students and with the support of senior 
administrators. We are pleased to announce to you the  
Captains of the College and Student Leaders for 2009.

Community Water Grant

Captain Name

Girls’ College Captain Ashleigh Smith

Boys’ College Captain Benjamin Hardgrave

Girls’ Deputy Captain Clare Chan

Boys’ Deputy Captain Daniel Chung

Lavarack House Captains Brittney Bowerman

Jason Edwards

Mansfield House Captains Corinna Johnston

Regan Baker

Ramsay House Captains Madison Saunders

Brandon Hewitson

Wilson House Captains Johanna Marsh

Jordan Gurdler

Music Captains Elora Wilson

David Ritchie

Sports Captains Jessica Flowers

Mark Cogliati

Staff News
We say farewell to the following staff departing at the end of 
this school year, and thank them for their service to Redeemer 
Lutheran College.

Ms Megan Bennett (Geography/SOSE)

Mr Richard Hauser (Head of College) 
Retiring after 7 years of service to Redeemer Lutheran College, 
and 39 years to Lutheran Education Australia.

Mrs Ainslie Hunter (Junior School)

Mrs Mary Paul (Middle School Teacher Assistant) 
Retiring after 10 years of service to Redeemer.

Mr Chris Rackemann (Year 7 teacher) 
Transferring to Good News Lutheran Primary School, Middle Park.

Mr Norman Russell (Physical Education) 
Transferring to Prince of Peace Lutheran College, Everton Hills.

Ms Tania Stewart (Head of Sport) 
Transferring to St Andrews Lutheran College, Tallebudgera.

Ainslie Hunter

Chris RackemannMary Paul

Megan Bennett

Norman Russell

Richard Hauser

Tania Stewart

The Australian Government’s Community Water Grants 
are part of the $2 billion Australian Government Water 
Fund. It provides grants of up to $50,000 for community 
organisations to put in place practical on-the-ground 
solutions to either help save, reuse or improve the health 
of the local water sources. With the assistance of the 
Community Water Grants, Redeemer Lutheran College 
has installed two rain water harvesting tanks at the 
college pool and upgraded the toilets to dual flush.  
The purpose of the tanks is to harvest rain from the pool 
change rooms to use in the toilets. Redeemer is now 
on its way to saving water and doing our bit for the 
drought. We wish to publicly acknowledge the support 
from the Australian Government.
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Sports News

What a great year of sport Redeemer has had winning enough TAS 
premierships to be promoted to Blue Division in all three trimesters. 
That means a more intense level of competition and a greater 
number of teams have to be fielded in 2009. To support our efforts 
to maintain a place in the top division I encourage all students to 
think seriously about making a commitment to TAS sport. 

Representative Honours (QSSSSA)

Regional Teams
Athletics Jacinta Burke, Corinna Johnston (Year 11), 

Jordan Shyu (Year 10) 

Cross Country James Cooper (Year 6) 

Triathlon  Justin Vanstone (Year 11)

State Teams
Rugby Union  Luke Leeming (Year 12)

A highlight this year would have to be the increasing number of 
students taking up coaching opportunities to work with junior 
teams. Coaching is a very rewarding job and allows students to 
gain in a plethora of ways including time management, leadership, 
a deeper knowledge of their sport, effective communication, 
friendships, promotion of sport and an active life. Some Redeemer 
students completed coaching accreditation courses which  
allowed them to be more confident in taking on a coaching role 

within the school. Other students contributed by officiating at 
matches which was a huge bonus as the hardest job every week  
is to find enough officials to run the TAS sporting program.  
Thanks to the students who have contributed throughout the year 
and who indicated that they would like to come back (our current 
Year 12s) or continue this involvement in 2009.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the college 
teachers, administration, groundsmen and tuckshop ladies for 
all their support over the year. I have learnt a great deal and 
thoroughly enjoyed my time at Redeemer. It is with a great deal 
of regret that I leave to take up a position as Head of Physical 
Education at St Andrew’s Lutheran College on the Gold Coast. 
In particular I would like to thank Mr Hauser for giving me 
the opportunity to work at this wonderful school, the Physical 
Education staff for their collegiality and Jess Hutton for being my 
right and left hand. I feel very privileged to have worked here. 

Finally, don’t underestimate the value of the experiences you 
gain from your life at school, particularly, those to be gained on 
the sports field. Participation in a team is not just about winning. 
Often the greatest lessons learnt come from the losses and how 
you deal with those. So be brave, give it your best shot, never 
give up and be the best you can.

Yours in sport

Ms Tania Stewart
Head of Sport
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Class of 1984
The Foundation Students of Redeemer  
Lutheran College.

In 2009, the Class of 1984, the first group of  
students from the foundation year, celebrate  
25 years since graduating from Redeemer  
Lutheran College.

This first group of students will start a special  
group to be known as the ‘Silver Alumni’.  
Commencing in 2009, we are planning to  
hold an additional 25 year reunion annually,  
and each year another group of students will  
join this reunion.

We plan to hold our first 25 year reunion back  
at the college in the second half of 2009.  
Please help us track down all of our founding  
students to make this a very special occasion.  
We will give this special group of past students  
an opportunity to meet up with each other,  
past staff, share memories with each other,  
and see how Redeemer has changed in the past  
25 years since they graduated.

Class of 1984 - Year 8 (1980)

Class of 1984 - Foundation Students - Year 12

Class of 1984 Foundation Group - Year 12

Early Memories from  
a Foundation Student
My name is Ann Hookway (nee Connelly 84)  
and I first attended RLC as a Year 8 student in 
Redeemer’s first year back in 1980. I often think 
about how the school has progressed since my 
attendants as there were only around 50 students 
and two buildings erected at the time. I remember 
Mr Kleinschmidt fondly and remembered the official 
opening with Sir Jo Bjelke-Petersen. I am now  
married with two teenage children and live in 
Wodonga, Victoria. My well wishes to all staff  
and students.

Ann Hookway (Connelly 84)
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Class of 1988 Reunion Class of 1998 Reunion
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Aaron Eime (88) is an ordained Anglican Deacon working 
in Jerusalem. Aaron is married to Michelle and they have two 
children, Michah (8) and Atarah (6). Their third child is due on 
25 April 2009.

Kerryn Haaksma (Hanbury 88) completed a Bachelor of Arts 
at UQ following Redeemer and has been an instrumental music 
teacher (strings) before having children, and again since 2006. 
Kerryn is married to Andrew (a small crops farmer) and have four 
children, Jeremy (14), Stephen (12), Matthew (8) and Daniel (4).

Peter Hart (88) recently left Legal Aid Queensland after 19 years. 
Peter is now Facilities Coordinator at Cochlear. Peter is married to 
Helen and they have three children: Isabella (6), Eric (4) and  
Caleb (2).

Sonia Kenny (Edwards 88) is a part time optometrist and 
is married to Bryan. They have three children, Nathan (10), 
Matthew (7) and Andrew (4).

Katherine Semple (88) 
is married to Rob Stevens 
and they have two 
children, Anna (3 ½) and 
Matthew (1 ½). Katherine 
is a sleep physician at 
Greenslopes Private 
Hospital and Mater  
Adults Hospital.

Samantha Williams (Goleby 88) has been married to Tony 
Williams for the past ten years and they have three children, 
Chloe (8), Mia (6) and Leo (4). Samantha is a Registered Property 
Valuer. For the past 20 years she has have obtained university 
and professional qualifications, travelled overseas, worked in 
various property and planning roles in Gold Coast, Townsville 
and Brisbane and undertaken a series of property developments, 
married and bred.

Alison Wishart (88) completed a Masters in Museum Studies 
and Cultural Heritage, and Honours in History after graduating 
from Redeemer. Alison commenced work at Canberra in 
October at the National Museum of Australia as a Curator.

Class of 1988 News
Cameron Brown (98) recently finished his PhD, in which he 
developed a way to detect the earliest stages of arthritis and 
enable more effective treatment. He has Started a job split 
between Rome and Montreal, working on nano-structured 
materials for biomedical application.

Janelle Hamling (Brookes 98) received 
her Bachelor of Education (Primary) 
specialising in Early Childhood, and is 
currently studying for her Masters of 
Educational Leadership. She has taught 
at Redeemer Lutheran School in the 
Barossa Valley SA, and is currently a Prep 
teacher back here at Redeemer Lutheran 
College. Janelle is married to Steve, and 
they have a step-son, Michael.

Rebecca McCabe (98) and her partner Lee Fiddyment have 
become permanent travellers, only coming back to Australia 
to save enough money to go somewhere new. They are both 
currently living in Ireland.

Lauren McIver (98) is currently working as a Corporate Relations 
Officer with Ashfield Council in Sydney NSW. She also continues 
to enjoy music and sport in her spare time.

Luke Spilsbury (98) has been studying in Adelaide at Luther 
Seminary, and will be ordained as a Pastor of the Lutheran 
Church of Australia in 2009. Luke is married to Anna.

Karen Wellman (Fairley 98) is married to Toby Wellman and 
they are both expecting their first child in January 2009. Karen 
and Toby are currently living in Sweden, where Karen has been 
working with Boliden Mining, Sweden. From 1998-2007 Karen 
was a Geologist for Gold Fields Australia in Kalgoorlie, WA.  
She has also achieved a Diploma in Business Management and 
also enjoys hockey, soccer, photography, hiking and travel in  
her spare time.

Class of 1998 News

Marcus Young (88) lives in Berlin, Germany and is married to 
Christina Young. They have a baby daughter, Jana Young  
(10 months).

Andrew Smith (98) is currently based in Sydney with the 
Australian Defence Force (Army). Andrews’s interests include 
sport, motorbikes, and his partner Leanne Dearlove.
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David Swanson (86) returned to the college on 5 November 
on behalf of the Australian Defence Force to present the ‘2008 
Australian Defence Force Long Tan Leadership and Teamwork 
Awards’. The awards have been created to acknowledge 
the achievements of young people, who have demonstrated 
outstanding qualities of leadership and teamwork either within our 
school or the wider community. Congratulations to Monica Soares 
(Year 12), Ashleigh Smith (Year 11) and Jacob Fanning (Year 10)  
on receiving the awards. David is currently based in Sydney. 

John Van’t Hof (87) is currently a Calvary Officer (Major) with 
the Australian Army and lives in Adelaide together with his wife 
Kylie and two children, Thomas (5) and Ellie (2). John writes: 
“Good to see the college doing so well. I was actually up in 
Brisbane a few weeks ago and drove past – it certainly has 
changed with even more development underway”.

Trent Alexander (96) is based in Sydney in the Army. He is 
currently on his second deployment to Afghanistan. Two years ago 
when he was there it was snowing, and now the temperatures are 
over 40°C. Katie, (his girlfriend from Mt Beauty in Victoria) is in 
Iraq working with the US Navy and Air Force in the medical side. 
They both should be home by Christmas.

Michelle Grainger (00) dropped into Redeemer in November 
to say hello. Michelle has not been back to the college since she 
left and was very impressed as to how the college has grown in 
the past eight years since she graduated, reflecting on how there 
were only 600 students back in her school days (now over 1,000 
students). Michelle is a qualified youth worker, and is currently 
working with the Inala Youth Service.

Lauren Krenske (00) has just accepted 
a position to teach Year 6 at Redeemer 
Lutheran College’s Middle School in 2009. 
Congratulations Lauren, it will be great to 
have you back at Redeemer!

Tarra Brown (07) is studying primary 
school teaching at Griffith University’s 
Logan campus. However she spends the 
majority of her spare time with fundraising 
duties as Mermaid Beach Surf Club’s 
‘Conrad Jupiters Summer Surf Girl’ entrant 
2009, one of 15 girls picked from across 
Queensland. Tarra regularly patrols with the 
Mermaid Beach Surf Lifesaving Club every 
two to three weeks during summer, but 
spends the rest of her time raising funds for 
the club. Tarra says “My own goals are to 
raise as much money as I can because it all 
goes to keeping our beaches safer”.  
Tarra’s goal is to raise $50,000 by April.

Where are they now?

The College Archives would be happy to receive any copies of 
‘Redeemer Reflections’, the school yearbook from the eighties 
and early nineties. From 1995 onwards, we have sufficient 
copies but will accept any that come in. We are especially 
desperate for any copies from 1983, 1989 and 1994.

Copies of the early issues of Redeemer Record, and even 
Redeemer Update would be great. Please consider donating 
any issues that you may have to the College Archives before 
throwing anything out. 

For more information, please contact Mrs Robyn Stiller  
in the College Archives on 07 3340 8856 or email  
rstiller@redeemer.com.au

Remember This?!
This mural is signed by ‘Bec’ and ‘AB’ in 1992. Piecing bits 
together ‘Bec’ is Rebecca Green (94) (now Smith) who was 
in year Year 10 in 1992, and ‘AB’ is either Abigail Tupas (94) 
(now Bishop). We have been told that it was a Year 10 Art class 
who had the winning entry in a school competition and also that 
the mural was meant to be a series of murals depicting school 
life. Other murals are in Labs 1 and 5. 

Redeemer is full of bits of history like this mural, so if you know 
of any other examples, please write to us and share your stories 
so that we can keep a record. Please don’t lose your memories!

News from the  
College Archives
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Rebecca Clark (Dagwell 96) is married to Timothy Clark who 
graduated at Concordia College in 1995. Rebecca and Timothy 
have just become parents to twin girls born 1 October 2008,  
Ally Isobel and Grace Elizabeth.

Sophie (Wessling 96) and Ben Norton on the birth of Belle 
Norton. Belle was baptised at Our Saviour Lutheran Church, 
Redeemer Chapel on Redeemer Thanksgiving Day, Sunday  
19 October.

In Memoriam
We remember and keep in our prayers families from our 
community who have suffered tragedy at the loss of their loved 
ones throughout 2008.

Mrs Margaret Hoopmann »

Mrs Narelle Cogliati »

Mrs Vicki Baker »

Mrs Monique Fraser-Menrath and  » Mr Scott Menrath (86)

Mr Ken Hemmling passed away on 10 December 2008.  »
Ken was the head groundsperson at Redeemer from  
1989-2004. Our thoughts and prayers go to his wife Anne, 
who was also receptionist at Redeemer throughout the  
same period.

Births

Tyson and Rachael Stelzer 
(Pukallus 92). Linden John Stelzer 
was born 22 September 2008, 
weighing in at 9 pounds 12.  
John means “gift of God”.

Kate and Scott Vickers (94) welcomed their fourth daughter, 
Romy Eve, on 15 June this year. They live at Carseldine and 
own a physiotherapy practice at Strathpine. That makes 
seven beautiful grandchildren for Bruce and Sandra who are 
longstanding staff members of Redeemer.

Alison (Stelzer 98) and Aaron Glover (98) are happy to 
announce the birth of Bradley Joseph Glover on Tuesday  
30 September 2008. A healthy 8lb 1oz.

Michele Taylor  
(McKay 86) gave birth to a 
little girl – Amber Michele 
Taylor on 31 July this year. 
“Both Pete and I are so 
proud of her. Her older 
brothers (12 and 15) just 
love her.”

Danielle Godfrey (Hart 96) and Peter Godfrey (96) gave birth 
to a son, Matthew James Steven Godfrey, born on 28 September 
2007 at the Mater Redlands, weight 3.92kgs, 54cms long. 

Email your Engagement, Wedding , Baby news and 
pictures to Redeemer Record: alumni@redeemer.com.au
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Weddings
Stacey Compton (98) married Joshua Culverhouse on Saturday 
5 July at Redeemer Chapel.

Peter Snelling (99) was married on 15 November. 

Benjamin Smith (00) and Misheel Naranbaatar were married  
at Mt Cotton Gardens on Saturday 1 November.

Greg Spann (03) and Tiffany Ng (03) were married on 
Saturday 29 November at Redeemer Chapel.

Patria Doble (04) and Tim Ruhle were married on Saturday  
15 November at Redeemer Chapel.

Michael Spann (06) and Paula Trevor (06) were married at  
Mt Cotton Gardens on Saturday 20 September.

Taryn (Miller 98) married Ben Schultz  
at Glengallan Homestead, Allora on  
22 March 2008. Several Redeemer Alumni 
attended as well as St Peters Lutheran 
College Alumni (where Ben boarded 90-94). 
Taryn and Ben are currently living in 
Katherine NT, where Ben is a Police Officer 
and Taryn is Head of English and SOSE 
(Middle Years) at Katherine High School.

Nathan Glover (00) 
married Anisia Lambert  
on Sunday 26 September at 
Redeemer Chapel. Pictured 
in the wedding party is 
Aaron Glover (98), Cassie 
Henderson (Glover 92), 
Annabelle Henderson, 
Yvonne Conry (Glover 94) 
standing outside of D4 
where their father  
(Mr Darryl Glover) spent 
most of his teaching career.

Karen Aldred (92) and Michael Besgrove were married on  
28 June 2008 at St Pauls Presbyterian Church Spring Hill. Karen 
is Director of Occupational Therapy for Queensland Health, and 
Michael is a Policy Officer with Department of Primary Industries. 
Bridesmaids were Sally Hodgkinson (Horne 92), Donna Rogers (92), 
Renaye Daniels and Amy Hunter. Michael’s attendants included 
Karen’s brother Ian (89), Scott Turner, Jim and Frank Besgrove.

Belinda (Parison 03) married Tim Ward at Seaworld on  
2 March 2008. They were joined by fellow Redeemer Alumni 
in their bridal party: Andrew Parison (05), Jessamine Pittar (03), 
Timothy Ward, Belinda Parison (03), Matthew Ward,  
Jasmine Smyth (03), Daniel Ward, Natalie Behrbohm (05).

Nicholas Collingwood (00) married Sarah McDonald (00) on 
Friday 19 September at ‘Avica’ at Merrimac on the Gold Coast. 
Also in the wedding party were (L-R) Martin Collingwood (08), 
Phoebe McDonald (04), Nicholas Collingwood (00),  
Sarah McDonald (00), Steve Easton (00), Hana McDonald (06).

Kim (Wintour 95) married 
Craig Roy at Redeemer Chapel 
on Sunday 29 June 2008. 
Bridesmaids were Emily Balfe (03) 
and Gemma Olsson (95). 
Kim is a secondary school  
teacher and Craig is in the Navy. 
They live in Sydney.

James Colefax (94) married 
Paige Thorpe at The Pavilion 
(Alan Border grounds) on 
Saturday 20 September.

Email your Engagement, Wedding , Baby news and 
pictures to Redeemer Record: alumni@redeemer.com.au
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We don’t want any of  
your classmates  
to miss out  
on the fun of  
their reunion,  
and that’s why  
we need your help.

If you know the whereabouts  
of any past students, please  
contact the college on 07 3340 8811 or  
ask them to email: alumni@redeemer.com.au  
so that we can keep in touch.

Missing Students

?

Where are they now?

Reunions 09
The following reunions will take place during 2009:

Class of 1984 – Twenty Five Year Reunion

Class of 1989 – Twenty Year Reunion

Class of 1999 – Ten Year Reunion

All dates and details in regards to the reunions will be 
announced shortly. Please ensure that you keep your details  
up to date with us so that we can advise you when and when 
the reunions will take place.

Class of 1984
Lance Armstrong (80-84)
Erika Bachmann (80-84)
Nathan Baker (80-84)
Patrick Corcoran (83-84)
Shelly Dodd (81-82)
Stephen Edwards (80-84)
Tracey Egan (81-84)
Robyn Ekstrom (83-84)
Tracey Frey (Greer 82-84)
Antony Hagel (81-82)
Rosemarie Haegel (81-83)
Sonia Hines (Randolph 80-83)
Andrew Jones (83-84)
Anthony King (80)
Monika Kinnane (Haegel 81-82)
Linda Ktenavos (84)
Ruth Lang (83-84)
David Larmar (80-82)
Brett Layton (80)
Margaret Michaels (80)
Catherine Morgan (80-82)
Yolande Norris (82)
Patricia Oberhardt (80-81)

Faye Oppermann 
(Naylor 80-84)
Bronwyn Ritchie (82)
Belinda Rolland (80)
Karina Rolland (80)
Mark Russell (80)
Peter Scurr (83-84)
Shane Stanley (81-83)
Michael Steedman (80)
Johana Sungadi (84)
Caren Sutch (80-84)
Leesa Tolland (80-81)
Gina Usher (81)
Anna Vergotis 
(Karanicolas 83-84)
Ann Whitaker (81-83)
Timothy Yorston (80-82)

Michelle Roenfeldt
Bindi-Anne Ross
Juri Stasch
Melissa Stehn
Peter Watson
Susan Whittaker

Class of 1999
Luke Anderson
Aletta Cannon
Gordon Blake
Kayley Hooker
Pearl Hsu
Bradley Jack
Donna Liu
Katie Miller
Melissa Pal
Rebecca Rasi
Owen Shemansky
Norris Templeman
Tony Wei-Che Tsai
Cindy-Anne Wessling
Karl Zerner

Class of 1989
David Ashman
Jodie Bennett
Helena (Leonie) Boer
Ian Briggs
Belinda Culley (Reid)
Paul Eastgate
Bettina Fricke
Martina Gildner
Patrick Godwin
Sophie Hafstrom
Robert Hall
Simone Hamlyn
Annabelle Harris
Andrew Hullet
Megan Huntington (McGill)
Grant Hutchinson
Jason Johnson
Kylie Kane
Brett Kleinschmidt
Vikki Loane
Martin Scott
Julie Pagan
Matthew Powers

Based on the MGM Film
(Original Choreography by  

Gene Kelly and Stanley Donen)

Screenplay and Adaption
BETTY COMDEN and

ADOLPH GREEN

Songs
NACIO HERB BROWN and

ARTHUR FREED

Produced by Arrangement With
Maurice Rosendield, Lois F. Rosenfield 

and Cindy Pritzker, Inc
Music Published by EMI Robbins Catalog Inc

Logan Entertainment Centre
Friday 1 May – Saturday 2 May 2009

Tickets on sale soon!

By arrangement with Hal Leonard Australia Pty Ltd  
Exclusive agent for Music Theatre International (NY)

Redeemer Lutheran College presents
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Tuesday 27 Term 1 Commences for Years 6, 7, 8, 9 and 12
Tuesday 27 Prep Orientation Day, 9.00am - 10.30am

Wednesday 28 Term 1 Commences for Prep - Year 5, Years 10 and 11

Wednesday 28 Junior School Opening Service 8.45am, Middle School and Senior School Opening Service 10.15am

Monday 2 Middle School Swimming Carnival (Redeemer Pool)

Friday 6 Senior School Swimming Carnival (Zest Aquatic Centre, Springwood)

Wednesday 11 Tea & Tour of the College, 9.30am - 11.00am
Friday 19 Redeemer Veteran’s Annual Reunion Dinner

Thursday 2 Term 1 Finishes
Wednesday 15 Term 2 Commences
Thursday 23 Grandparents Day for Prep - Year 5 (Junior School)
Friday 24 Grandparents Day for Years 6 - 12 (Middle School and Senior School)

Friday 1 2009 College Musical: “Singin’ in the Rain”, 7.30pm (Logan Entertainment Centre)
Saturday 2 2009 College Musical: “Singin’ in the Rain”, 2.00pm and 7.30pm (Logan Entertainment Centre)

Thursday 7 Tea & Tour of the College, 9.30am - 11.00am

Friday 19 Term 2 Finishes
Saturday 27 Year 11 Ski Tour Departs

Monday 13 Term 3 Commences

Saturday 18 Year 7 Excursion to Canberra Departs

The full college calendar can be found online at: www.redeemer.com.au/Community/Calendar

JAN FEB MAR MAY JUNE JULYAPR

Our Saviour Lutheran Church

Pastors: Robin Stelzer (3219 0055 or 3208 2657) and Pastor Matt Thomas (3340 8891).
Our Church Office is at ‘Doorways’ 525 Underwood Road, Rochedale.  
Open Tuesday-Friday 9.00am-12noon. Phone: 3219 0055. Inspired to be Disciples and Disciple Makers.

Worshipping in Redeemer Chapel.
Services each Sunday at 8.30am and 6.00pm  
at Redeemer Lutheran College.

Sunday Night Live
Join us on the first and third Sunday of  
the month at 6.00pm for Sunday Night Live,  
a relevant and engaging worship experience.

www.oslc.org.au
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