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From the Principal

Following in Great Footsteps
Arriving and settling in to 
a new school community 
is always exciting and for 
me personally this has 
indeed been the case. From 
a distance I have always 
admired Redeemer, its 
reputation for striving for 
excellence in all aspects of 
schooling is exceptional.  
I have found Redeemer to 
serve its people in a friendly, 
Christ centred environment, 
that leaves very few untouched 
in a positive manner.

I pay tribute to my two predecessors for establishing and 
developing a school community of the highest calibre and I am 
humbled and honoured to be entrusted with its care.

Middle School Celebrations
Following some very quick research into previous publications  
of Redeemer Record, I note that last year we celebrated ‘Ten 
Years of Music in the Kleinschmidt Centre’. This year also brings 
a ten year anniversary, in this case for the Middle School.  
While elsewhere in this publication the Middle School’s 
contributions and development are celebrated, I take this 
opportunity to recognise Judy Powell’s ten years of excellent 
leadership of the Middle School. Mrs Powell’s leadership is an 
aspect of the Middle School success that deserves recognition 
and celebration in itself and I publicly thank her for her 
leadership service to the college.

Junior School Development
While we celebrate past development milestones, I was quickly 
made aware of the frustrations associated with delayed 
development at the Junior School. The good news is that finally, 
after approximately three years, I can report that building will 
commence on the Junior School site early in Semester 2.  
Through a tremendous blessing from Federal Government 
funding, namely the Building the Education Revolution (BER) 
stimulus package, the first project to commence will be a 
Multi-Purpose Hall (MPH) located between the Middle and 
Junior Schools. This facility will provide a multi-purpose stage; 
basketball court; moveable and retractable seating; amenities;  

a canteen; Outside School Hours Care facility and a large flexible 
classroom space. The Multi-Purpose Hall (MPH) will be available 
for use at the commencement of 2010 and will richly enhance the 
daily lives of Junior and Middle Schools, with the whole school 
community also benefitting through its use for specific events.

In addition to the MPH, excellent progress is also being made 
with the Junior School Development. At the time of writing,  
the college had been notified that the ‘Development Application’ 
(DA) phase was expected to be completed by the Brisbane City 
Council by the end of June and that a Development Approval 
would consequently be forthcoming. Following on from the 
DA, the ongoing processes include Building Application and 
tendering before construction can commence. It is envisaged that 
construction will begin very early in 2010 and we all hope and 
pray that this time frame becomes reality.

Senior School Courts
In addition to development at the Junior school, the Senior 
School will also see the redevelopment of the Senior Courts 
during Semester 2 of this year. Again, this project is greatly 
assisted with funds received from the Federal Government 
through their ‘Building the Education Revolution’ (BER) stimulus 
package. In this case the BER designation for these funds is 
labelled ‘School Pride’.

The aforementioned developments will result in construction 
challenges for the next 18 months, with the hope that upgrades 
to the swimming pool facilities and construction of a specialist 
Hospitality Centre will also feature as projects in 2010.

Blessings
Redeemer is clearly being blessed at a time when many 
institutions both nationally and internationally are being 
seriously challenged. Whatever our future may hold, either 
through challenges or continuing blessing we will do well to 
remember: Our Hope is in Christ.

Mr David Radke 
Principal

Moving Forward

“ The good news is that finally, after 
approximately three years, I can report  
that building will commence on the Junior  
School site early in Semester 2. 

”

North facing elevation of the new Multi-Purpose Hall which will commence construction early in Term 3.
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I was thoroughly impressed 
with the musical. I am 
amazed what the various 
departments involved can 
achieve by putting all of 
their respective talents 
together. But to be honest  
I was not in the mood  
for it the day we went.  
My headspace was 
completely elsewhere at the 
time. And I was not in the 
mood for being jollied out 
of it. Therefore, all the more 

credit to the performers that they were able to pull me out of 
my headspace and give me an experience I thoroughly enjoyed.

It reminded me of a very similar experience I had a number of 
years ago. At the time I was going through the worst depression 
I have ever experienced. I could not face anyone, even hiding 
in the bathroom if anyone knocked on the front door. Apart 
from that, I had double-booked myself for two important 
functions and had let a significant number of people down. 
But we had tickets to go and see The Wiggles. How I got in the 
car and went to that I’m still not quite sure. But the strangest 
thing happened. The concert snapped me out of it! I’m a little 
embarrassed to admit it, but I left that Wiggles concert feeling 
renewed. The bout of depression had lifted.

I have often turned to music for solace. Whilst I have never 
turned to The Wiggles for solace since, I find music to be a  
very effective means (for me) of processing deep emotion.  
I can completely lose myself in a piece of music, and there is 
good music for any mood. I think more deeply and envision 
possibilities of what I want when I listen. Music, in my opinion, 
and the capacity to enjoy it, is one of the supreme gifts of God. 
Of that I have no doubt.

Many years ago I met a man who said he got no benefit from 
listening to music. He said “I understand that other people can 
be profoundly moved when they listen to music, but it does 
nothing for me.” His comment made me sad at the time,  
but music was just not his ‘thing’. I can only assume, or hope,  
that he found that same kind of solace some other way. 
Music is not for everyone. That is something I like about 
education. Students are exposed to many kinds of knowledge 
and a significant variety of experiences. Not all of them good. 
However, I would wish for every single student, that in their time 
at school they would discover what they are good at, what they 
enjoy and what brings them solace. My wish for every student 
in the pangs of adolescence, is that they would discover what 
that is for them. It is an important aspect of learning about their 
own giftedness. “Finally...whatever is true, whatever is noble, 
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever 
is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think 
about such things.... And the God of peace will be with you.” 

Pastor Paul Thiele 
Chaplain

Chaplain’s Column

This year we welcome the following staff to the Redeemer community.

New Staff

In the Mood for Music

Front Row:  
Mr Stephen Coke (Mathematics – Sem.1),  
Mr Rodney Davison (Physical Education),  
Mrs Sharon Vroegop (Tuckshop Assistant), 
Mrs Ruth Evans (Learning Enhancement),  
Mr Ben White (Film & Television/English),  
Ms Stephanie Hohnke (JS, Year 5),  
Ms Emily Dixon (Geography/Physical Ed.),  
Ms Tamara Rogers (MS teacher),  
Mrs Suzanne Melvin (JS, Year 3),  
Mr Daniel Weller (JS, Year 4),  
Mr Brian Schmidt (Maths/Science – Sem.1),  
Mrs Christie Fleming (99)  
(Music/Christian Studies)

Back Row: 
Mrs Donna Bones (Tuckshop Assistant), 
Mr Steven Mills (ICT Support Assistant),  
Mr Richard Marlow (MS, Year 7), 
Ms Katie Truss (English/SOSE/CS),  
Ms Fiona Karos (JS, Year 1),  
Mr Jeff Li (JS, Year 1),  
Ms Karlie Duckett (JS Teacher Assistant),  
Miss Lauren Krenske (00) (MS, Year 6)

Absent: Mrs Catherine Andress (Maths), Ms Amelia Burkitt (04) (SS Library Assistant), Mrs Cara Fluerty (Newey 91) (MS Teacher Assistant), Mr Joe Gale 
(Maintenance Services), Mrs Kym Head (JS Teacher Assistant), Ms Narelle Kirk (Home Economics), Mr Brad Lawrence (Maths – Sem.1), Ms Meg Mansell  
(P & F Grants & Funding Officer), Mrs Hollie Morton (Accounts Payable Officer), Ms Kelly Murfett (Music), Ms Laura Newton (Cleaning Services), Mrs Anita Noiesen 
(OSHC Coordinator), Mr Rob Pattearson (Maths), Mr David Radke (Principal), Ms Gina Simatovic (MS Library Assistant), Mrs Allison Smith (92) (Home Economics),  
Ms Christine Stasinowsky (Print Room), Mr Leigh Stinton (Maintenance Services), Ms Carole Thorburn (OSHC Assistant Coordinator), Miss Heidi Wedge  
(Laboratory Assistant), Mrs Nicole Wolf (Accountant)
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Staff Profiles

I was born in England and raised in  
the small seaside town of Lowestoft.  
At high school I enjoyed sports and I loved 
playing tennis, soccer, rugby, volleyball 
and golf. I graduated from The University 
of Hertfordshire with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree with Honours in Marketing and 
Human Resources. I worked in marketing 

and sales and moved to Brisbane in 2002 as an area manager 
for an international Quality Assurance company. I travelled 
frequently to and from Malaysia as part of my job. The same 
year Suanne and I were married, we’d met in London the 
previous year, where she was on a working holiday. She was 
from Adelaide and we decided to move to Brisbane to be closer 
to our families. Her mum lives in Noosa. 

Jeff Li
Junior School, Year 1 Teacher

In 2005 our son Joshua was born and that’s when I decided 
to go back to university and attain a graduate diploma in Early 
Childhood Education. I was a preschool teacher for two years 
before accepting my first full time teaching position at Redeemer 
this year. I feel very lucky to be given a chance to work at 
Redeemer. I initially put my name down for relief work but was 
pleasantly surprised to be offered a permanent position after a 
meeting with Kelli McKeiver and the former Head of College, 
Richard Hauser. I would like to thank the staff, parents and 
students for making me feel welcome and I look forward to 
achieving great things with the school. 

In my spare time I enjoy sport, movies and travel. However life 
has become a little more hectic with the arrival of our girl and 
boy twins, Katie and Dayton.

I graduated from Redeemer almost ten 
years ago, and didn’t expect to be back so 
soon. When an opportunity came up to 
teach in the Redeemer Lutheran College 
Middle School, I leapt at the chance. God 
certainly opened a door for me, within my 
church home, and in a Year 6 classroom, 
where I felt I was meant to be. The first 

week was a very strange, with “Hello Mr Garton” followed by, 
“Lauren... it’s Mark now”. Everyone was very friendly and I felt 
welcomed by all. 

In 2006 I began my teaching career at Bethania Lutheran  
School. I taught Years 4 and 5 in 2006, Years 6 and 7 in 2007, 

Lauren Krenske
Middle School, Year 6 Teacher

and Years 2 and 3 in 2008. Although this was a large amount of 
change over few years, this experience gave me the opportunity 
to ‘trial’ many age groups, and to find out where my passion for 
teaching laid. Each of the grades had its positive points, but I felt 
most at home when working with the Years 6 and 7 students.  
I feel that in this age group they are growing into the people that 
they want to be, using their enquiring minds and continuing to 
grow an enthusiasm for learning. 

This year has brought many positive experiences, from teaching 
(for the first time) Year 9 Christian Studies, and being involved  
in the musical. I look forward to what my time at Redeemer  
will bring.

I graduated from Redeemer in 1999,  
so it seems almost perfect that ten years 
later, I became a member of staff. I enjoyed 
my time here as a student and I am 
loving being a part of the teaching team. 
Redeemer has always felt like home and 
now I am back, it feels like I have never left! 

Since graduating from the University of Queensland, I have 
taught and led Christian Studies and Music departments in 
various schools including Trinity Lutheran College, Ashmore 
and Faith Lutheran College, Victoria Point. I value working in 
a Lutheran environment and love the concept of being able to 
share aspects of my personal faith with the students I teach.  

Christie Fleming
Senior School, Christian Studies, Music (JS / MS / SS)

I now teach across all three sub-schools at Redeemer, whether  
it be Music or Christian Studies and feel very satisfied in my  
role here.

In my personal life, I have recently been married and am 
enjoying spending time with my husband, Dan and our dog, 
Tarmac. We enjoy camping, 4WDriving and have recently 
become involved in hot rod and vintage car events around 
Brisbane, and have purchased our own 51 Chevrolet.
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1JL Luke Allan, Isabella Johnston,  
   Aidan Fulton maths activities

1FK Liam
 Slade, 

Kiaan G
ordon,  

    Abb
ey-Rose 

Toms

Junior School News

Prep JH - Fishin
g!

Prep CT get a visit from SGT Lavin

2HB Isabella S
uominen  

  making panc
akes 

      2HB Harrison Lavin -  
Making pancakes for Shrove Tuesday

3SM Irini Skourmallas -  

   Year 3 Lone Pine e
xcursion

4DW Cameron Phu, Jack Mostert,  
  Robert Chu - Year 4 camp

4DW Bianca Kempen  

and Georgia Spinelli

5SH Carly Furlonger and  
 5AM Rhys Dawson - Year 5 camp

3rb letter boxes

5AM Renee Treeby, Emma Thiele,  

  Bailey Atherton - Playdo
ugh world
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Middle School News

New students and a new building 
We have been excited to move into our new classroom block 
this year. The new block provides classrooms for our third  
Year 7 class, which has previously lived in a demountable 
building and then in the Senior School, and also for our brand 
new third stream of Year 6.

RIBIT
Middle School students at all year levels have jumped into  
the wide reading program, RIBIT (Read In Bed; It’s Terrific!).  
The library has been taken over by frogs to promote this 
program and the students are stretching themselves to try  
new titles, authors and genres.

Some Highlights of Semester 1, 2009
Careers 
Year 8 students have recently completed an introductory course 
on Careers and have been encouraged to think of this topic in 
its broadest sense. They spent some time thinking about their 
current roles as family member, student, team member, friend 
etc and about their individual talents and interests. 

Activities
Years 6, 7 and 8 students have just embarked on the first rotation 
of Middle School activities for 2009. With choices including Capture 
the Flag, Ultimate Frisbee and So You Think You Can Dance? –  
as well as nine other options – students had plenty to pick from.

Mrs Judith Powell 
Head of Middle School
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Senior School News

2009 College Captains

Interhouse Cross Country

Shave for a Cure Success!
Nearly $1,200 was raised by the Community Service Committee 
on Wednesday 6 May for ‘Shave for a Cure’. The Leukaemia 
Foundation provides support and care for patients and families 
living with leukaemia, lymphomas, myeloma, and other blood 
related disorders. The Leukaemia Foundation also funds vital 
research into treatments and cures.

Six Star Learning
School is not usually associated with warm fragrant spa baths, 
fluffy bath robes and comfortable slippers, elegant two course 
dinners, endless buffet breakfasts, attentive room service, fruit 
mocktails and afternoon walks on the beach, but for a short 
while, this was the life of Redeemer’s Year 12 Hospitality class. 
On Thursday 14 and Friday 15 May, these students along with 
Mrs Wilkinson and Mrs Ludwig were fortunate to experience the 
hospitality industry as a guest and employee, when they stayed 
at the 6 star Palazzo Versace on the Gold Coast, for an overnight 
live in experience. 

In contrast, students swapped their blue Redeemer uniforms 
for those of Palazzo Versace and spent their days working as 
employees in the various areas of hospitality including front  
of house, back of house, room service, concierge, kitchen  
and housekeeping. 

During this time they learned the true meaning of providing 
service and the attention to detail required to work in a world 
class establishment. Some students were excited to serve breakfast 
to a royal family and lunch to a “true” princess. Others enjoyed 
cleaning the pools or joining concierge while they parked very 
expensive and luxurious cars. Most questioned why they should 
spend all day cleaning glasses and polishing cutlery, but all agreed 
that housekeeping was the most challenging area of all to work in.

Students raised the funds to cover the experience through catering 
events and are to be congratulated on their behaviour and 
presentation standards throughout their stay at Palazzo Versace. 

Upon returning from the experience, it was back to TAFE classes 
and assessments, but hopefully the Palazzo Versace experience 
will remain a highlight in the minds of the students involved for 
many years to come and motivate and inspire them to study and 
work in the area of hospitality and enjoy the many opportunities 
the industry has to offer.

SS Swimming Carnival

From left: Daniel Chung, Clare Chan (Vice Captains), Mr David Radke 
(Principal), Ashleigh Smith, Benjamin Hardgrave (College Captains)

Pictured receiving awards from Miss Rosilyn Frieberg (Deputy Principal):
Madison Saunders and Brandon Hewitson (Ramsay House Captains), 
together with Mrs Amy Dyer (Head of Sport)

Lavarack: Winners of the Senior School Swimming Carnival since 2000. 
House Captains Jason Edwards and Brittney Bowerman accept the trophy
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2009 College Musical

Reviews
“The scene for Friday’s opening performance of “Singin’ 
in the Rain” was marvellously set by Mr David Law and 
his fine orchestra. They produced an impressive and 
technically brilliant sound throughout the show.

The lead performers were in fine voice, with Matthew 
Horton stealing the limelight as ‘Cosmo Brown’ at every 
given opportunity. There were some very well rounded 
minor characters featured in the ensemble, notably  
Kate Doohan (Dora Bailey) and Benjamin Hardgrave 
(Roscoe Dexter).

Special mention must also go to the backstage crew and 
technical team who work tirelessly behind the scenes to 
support the performers and keep the show running.

Thank you Redeemer Lutheran College for an enjoyable 
night out, and congratulations and best wishes to all the 
future stars featured in this year’s production!” 

Mrs Belinda Heit 
Training Manager/Teacher/Performer 
Harvest Rain Theatre Company, Brisbane

Redeemer Lutheran College’s bi-annual musical, “Singin’ in the Rain” was held over 
the weekend 1-2 May at the Logan Entertainment Centre. 

The musical is our largest cocurricular activity which requires involvement from a large 
range of areas, including creative teams for dance/drama, music and stage/set design. 
This year we had one hundred and twenty people involved with the musical, consisting 
of eighty-six students in Years 7-12, twenty-one staff, six parents and seven past students.
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Singin’ in the Rain

The Friday night performance was attended by Mr Nigel 
Munro Wallis, Performing Arts reviewer from the ABC, 
who commented:

“In my capacity as Performing Arts Reviewer at 612 ABC 
Brisbane, I have the opportunity to attend a wide variety 
of productions, both professional and amateur, across a 
cross section of art forms but rarely do I get the chance to 
attend a school musical.

The production I attended on Friday evening was, quite 
honestly, one of the most slick and entertaining pieces 
of theatre I have seen in a long time. It is clear that the 
show was the culmination of a great deal of work and 
dedication by both students and staff. I only wish that 
more of the productions I am obliged to attend in my work 
were as entertaining and energetic as your production of 
“Singin’ in the Rain”.

It would be unfair of me to single out any particular 
student for special mention but perhaps I can just get 
away with saying how professional and well rehearsed 
your principals were - how very talented they showed 
themselves to be in terms of their singing, acting and 
dancing ability. The sense of comic timing that each of 
them displayed is rare to see on the professional stage, 
let alone among a group of school students, however 
dedicated and enthusiastic.

Likewise the chorus, who were well rehearsed and clearly 
enjoying themselves immensely, were a delight to watch.

Particular mention really must go to Mr David Law and his 
orchestra who acquitted themselves very professionally 
and did much to underscore the first class feeling of the 
production. An orchestra that ‘tight’ does not happen 

overnight and it is to Mr Law’s credit that he has pulled 
together such a talented group of young musicians to 
perform what is, as you very well know, a very difficult 
score with such polish.

I am so pleased I was able to find the time in what was 
otherwise a very busy weekend to come and enjoy “Singin’ 
in the Rain” and thank you all, once again, for a superbly 
entertaining evening.

I look forward with eager anticipation to what Redeemer 
will pull out of the hat in two years time!

Bravo!!”

Mr Nigel Munro-Wallis 
Performing Arts Reviewer, 612 ABC Brisbane

College Musical & Productions

2009 Singin’ in the Rain
2007 Wizard of Oz
2005 Annie
2003 Once Upon a Mattress
2001 Pirates of Penzance
1999 Murphy’s Law (written by Nicholas Ng & Mathias Prenzler)

1997 Romeo & Juliet with attitude
1995 1945
1994 Wheels 
1992 Oklahoma
1990 Bye Bye Birdie
1989 A Chorus Line 
1987 Sheik Rattle and Roll
1985 The Boyfriend
1984 Camelot
1982 No No Noah
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College News

Music Supporters Group
Will the rain ever stop? “No!” we said and after many months 
of drought we found ourselves inundated with inclement skies 
that dumped many thousands of millilitres across South-East 
Queensland. But the show went on….

From what began as a light drizzle, the musical ‘Singin’ in 
the Rain’ quickly gained momentum and struck the school 
community with a dazzling display of creative mastery and 
brilliance. A massive hit with young and old, this musical is one 
that will be spoken of and remembered for many, many years to 
come. Thankfully, for the Music Supporters Group, we were able 
to play a small part in this dazzling work that wowed audiences 
and entertained all of us.

The Music Supporters Group at Redeemer continues to grow 
from strength to strength and this year has seen a substantial 
donation made to the Music Department of $6,000 to support 
the amazing dedication and work of staff and students. A major 
achievement will be the installation of two Honour Boards 
that will recognise the recipients of Music Awards dating back 
a decade. These students have demonstrated talent in their 
chosen musical field from vocal, composing, instrumental and 
musicianship works. They are a testament to long hours of 
practice, early morning starts and late afternoon rehearsals.  
The Supporters Group has also assisted the Music Department in 
expanding its range of instruments for students to enjoy. It has 
been a blessing to work alongside so many talented and creative 
music makers. 

Many thanks must go to our group of truly dedicated families 
who recognise the importance of supporting the college 
program through attending meetings and functions, feeding 
hoards of ravenous students at workshops and rehearsals and 
always being willing to lend a hand at any given moment.  
Of greatest importance is the tireless efforts families provide in 
emotional, physical and financial resources for our children.  
To experience the highs and lows of contributing to a group  
or ensemble is an experience that is not easily forgotten.  
The adrenalin rush of that one moment when the whole 
auditorium is still, enthralled in awe of the brilliance displayed – 
a memory that lingers for a lifetime. 

To Music at Redeemer we applaud you...

Bronwyn Smith 
On behalf of the Music Supporters Group

Farewell Mr Garton
We are sad to farewell Mr Mark Garton 
(Mathematics) who has served faithfully at 
Redeemer since 1984. Mark has decided 
to retire and will not return after his long 
service leave concludes at the end of 
this term. We wish him well as he leaves 
Redeemer and thank him for 25 years of 
service to the college.

Grandparents &  
Special Friends
The population of Redeemer swelled in size on Thursday 23 and 
Friday 24 April when up to 600 visitors attended Grandparents 
and Special Friends Day across the two days.

This was our biggest Grandparents Day yet, with the new two 
day format now a necessity to accommodate all of our visitors!

On the Thursday, Grandparents and Special Friends of the Junior 
School were treated to an impressive Junior School concert in 
Redeemer Chapel, followed by classroom time where our proud 
students showed their special visitors around their school.

On the Friday, we started with a special Music Concert where 
our special visitors were also treated to a sneak peek of our 
2009 college musical, Singin’ in the Rain, while our Years 11 and 
12 Hospitality students were busily preparing morning tea for up 
to 600 guests. 

This year we had visitors from every state in Australia just for this 
special event, as well as international guests from South Africa, 
United Kingdom and the United States of America.

Grandparents Day for 2010 is scheduled for Thursday 22 April 
(Prep to Year 5) and Friday 23 April (Years 6 to 12).
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College News

Cambodia Tour 2008
On Thursday 4 December, fifteen students and three staff 
departed Brisbane for 19 life changing days in Cambodia.  
Laura Smith (Year 12) shares her experiences: 

After a year of preparation, planning and fundraising, we 
finally made it to Cambodia in early December. The minute we 
arrived our eyes were opened to a totally different world. As we 
were driven to our hotel, ‘The Golden Anchor’ in the centre of 
Phnom Penh there seemed to be only one road rule, that being, 
“drive anywhere you like just don’t run into anything”. Unlike 
Australia, there were hundreds of people lining the sidewalks 
with the street carts selling all kinds of items including groceries, 
home wares and clothing. What struck us the most, however, 
were the mansions of the rich bordering the overcrowded slums 
of the poor, something of which we never see here in Australia.

The first three days of the trip were spent sight seeing in Phnom 
Penh. During this time we saw the Royal Palace (which still 
functions today), the Genocide Museum and the Killing Fields 
of the Pol Pot regime and the Russian Markets. While in Phnom 
Penh the team received an extensive briefing by the Cambodian 
staff of the Lutheran World Federation.

The next ten days were spent in the Aoral (pronounced ‘Ohrahl’) 
District. Our time there involved visiting schools, meeting with 
villagers, visiting the health clinic, interviewing the owners of the 
village rice bank and the village bank and amongst all of that a 
relaxing visit to the Kirirum Ecotourism Park. One of the most 
enjoyable experiences we had during these ten days was the 
painting of a Secondary School Dormitory. We loved working 
alongside the people as we were able to share the experience 
together. With the help of both the Cambodian and Australian 
students, the building turned from a soft white to a stunning 
yellow ochre colour following a morning of hard work. These 
secondary school children were full of joy and hope and it will  
be amazing to see what lies in the future for them.

At the conclusion of our time in the Aoral District we began  
the final leg of our trip by heading back to Phnom Penh.  
After two slower days in the city, we went on a five hour bus 
trip to Siem Reap. There we were privileged to spend a day at 

OP1 Students Celebrate
On Wednesday 18 February, we celebrated the success of 
nine of our graduating students from the Class of 2008 who 
all achieved an OP1. The students were treated to a morning 
tea in the college board room and were then recognised and 
congratulated at Senior School assembly.

Subjects that these students studied included Japanese, 
Mathematics A, Home Economics, Visual Art and Drama,  
which has enabled the students to enter the following courses:

Mitchell Fletcher: Pharmacy at UQ, Shenae Fletcher: Science & 
Medicine, Angela Hoskins: Radiography, Jenna Lee: Bachelor 
of Primary Education, Georgie McClanachan, Engineering and 
Economics at UQ, Dinuka Perera: Dental at Griffith, Monica 
Soares: Arts at UQ, Ben Worrall: Law and IT. 

A number of these students also received scholarships for their 
studies at The University of Queensland and QUT.

Angkor Wat (temple ruins), visit the Old Markets and travel on a 
river boat down the Ton Le Sap river to see the ‘Floating Village’.

For me, this trip was a worthwhile experience that has changed 
my perspective on life and given me hope that the world can be 
a better place. I hope to be an ambassador for Lutheran World 
Service and to continue to spread the message to Make Poverty 
History. Thank you for your support throughout the year. It was 
only through your donations, encouragement and words of 
wisdom that we made it to Cambodia.

Laura Smith Year 12
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College News

“Redeemer is going to open a Middle School.” When Headmaster 
Mr Robin Kleinschmidt made this announcement at Closing 
Service in 1995 there were many in the audience who had no 
idea what a Middle School was. In the mid-nineties there were 
very few Middle Schools in Australia, and it soon became clear 
that the development of this sub-school for Redeemer would 
be an exciting and challenging innovation. Mr Kleinschmidt had 
studied Middle Schooling in the USA, where the philosophy of 
catering specifically for pre-adolescents and young adolescents 
was well entrenched in educational thinking and practice. 

Research in Australia was starting to show that many young 
people between the ages of ten and fourteen suffered  
a significant drop in motivation, boredom at school and a 
depressing sense that their teachers did not know them as 
individuals and did not care about them. Conversely, some 
research findings indicated that when young people felt that 
they had some ownership of the curriculum, when they felt 
valued and when they believed that staff cared about them, 
then they increased their academic effort to try to please these 
people and their results improved.

This understanding of Middle Schooling philosophy directed the 
goals of the planning committee – to create a sub-school where 
the focus would be on the holistic development of the students, 
where the curriculum would be relevant and the pedagogy 
would cater for differing learning strengths and styles, and 
where the facilities would enable the learning. And so we set 
about designing a curriculum that incorporated basic skills and 
higher order thinking, a curriculum which recognised that some 
students would need academic extension and others would need 
academic support. We incorporated Multiple Intelligences into 
the pedagogy and ensured that the visual, aural and kinaesthetic 
learners were all catered for. We appointed a staff who were 

all keen to work with the age group, understanding that these 
young people are travelling through a volatile section of their 
life journey, and willing to help the students though the difficult 
patches. We designed and furnished versatile learning spaces 
that could adapt to a variety of learning and teaching situations.

Over the years our staff has changed, except for two “originals” 
who remain. Each staff member who moves on leaves a small 
part of themselves that contributes to the Middle School ethos 
and identity. Each new staff member who arrives brings new 
enthusiasm, refreshing ideas and a different and valuable 
perspective. Many of the Middle Schools that have opened in 
Queensland and in southern states in the past ten years have 
visited Redeemer during their planning stages and have adopted 
and adapted some of our ideas.

Our first ten years have seen us grow – from two Year 7 classes 
to three in 2007 and from two Year 6 classes to three in 2009. 
Our foundation students are now working and studying as 
young adults and from time to time they pop back to tell us 
about their lives post-Redeemer. Curriculum has changed 
and technology has a much more significant role in teaching 
and learning than it did ten years ago. Over time, kids have 
changed in some ways. But at the heart of our Middle School, 
some important aspects have stayed the same – young people 
continue to want relevant curriculum taught by staff who care 
about them as individuals. Strong, positive relationships are still 
essential. We continue to have a concern for the whole student, 
not just for his or her academic progress. We still endeavour to 
work in partnership with parents to ensure the best outcomes 
for their children. And our activities and relationships are still 
shaped and informed by the gospel of Jesus Christ in whom we 
place our Hope.

Middle School Turns Ten

Cutting of the Middle School 10th Birthday cake,  
Middle School students who also celebrated 
birthdays on the same day as our celebrations: 
Peter Lloyd (Year 6), Joshua McKenzie (Year 7)  
and Jessica Treeby (Year 8)

Flashback - 19
99
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Incorporating Past Parents, Past and Present Grandparents,  
Past College Council Members, and Past Employees

Who are the Redeemer Veterans?
The Redeemer Veterans is all about maintaining the friendships 
made over the past years, keeping in touch with what’s 
happening at the college, and enjoying very low key social 
activities that do not involve any fundraising.

9th Annual Dinner
The Redeemer Veterans 9th Annual Dinner was held at The Glen 
Hotel on Friday 6 March 2009. Welcomed guests included our 
new Principal, David Radke, who was our guest speaker, his  
wife Naomi, Deputy Principal, Rosilyn Frieberg, together with 
present and past staff, and past parents from over the years.  
It was especially pleasing to the committee to welcome recent 
past parents.

Our MC for the evening, Mr Ken Krenske, kept the proceedings 
rolling along. Peter Small provided the brainteasers for the 
quiz, and the donations for the prizes came from committee 
members, The Coffee Club Springwood, All Hair Design 
Underwood, and Fruit Fresh Underwood. Many thanks to all.

If you have not joined the association and would like to do 
so, the cost is $5.00 per person and can be paid at the next 
meeting, or phone anyone on the committee.

Committee for 2009 - 2010
President:  Noela Kleinschmidt Phone: 3341 6838 
Secretary: Robin Bailey Phone: 3208 6650 
Treasurer: Margaret Fletcher Phone: 3423 1554

Redeemer Veterans

Sunday 30 August Back to College Fun Day

For past parents and extended 
families, from 12 noon at Fred Davey 
Oval (Middle School). Bring your own 
food and drinks and cricket gear!

Sunday 22 November Christmas Break-up

Venue to be announced. Phone for 
more details closer to the date.

Friday 5 March 2010 Tenth Annual Dinner

The Glen Hotel, Eight Mile Plains.

Monthly Coffee Evenings

Coffee Evenings at The Coffee Club 
Springwood continue to be held on 
the second Sunday of each month.  
A great way to end the weekend –  
no cooking. Relax with a glass of  
wine or cup of coffee.

Coming Events

Naomi and David Radke (Principal), and Rosilyn Frieberg (Deputy Principal)

Carol Appleton, Gay Small, Pat Boyle and Margaret Watterson

Themi Georgiou (RLC Teacher) 
and his wife, Belinda

Kay Gowanlock and Robin Bailey 
(Redeemer Veterans Secretary)

Rita Hickey, Lorna Masterton and Lois Martin (first Home Ec Teacher)

Robin Kleinschmidt (Founding Headmaster), and Margaret Watterson 
(Robin’s first Secretary)
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Where are they now?
Marcus Thorn (84) is married with two children, daughter 
Krystal, 23 (married to an Australian Army Private) and son 
Cody, 19. Marcus’ interest in art has taken over his life and he 
now travels between Australia, Hawaii, Japan and the States. 
He carves Maori tikis and all styles of tikis and sculptures. 
Marcus was a founding student of Redeemer Lutheran College, 
attending between 1980-1982.

Cheryl Zavattaro (Moss 84) is now resident at Mermaid Beach 
Gold Coast Practice Manager of her husband Dr David Zavattaro’s 
practice. They have two children, Jeremy (13) and Alyssia (9) and 
attend All Saints School. Cheryl was Vice School Captain in 1984.

Vanessa Stamp (Jackson 86) Since leaving Redeemer in 1986, 
I graduated the Certificate of Nursing course at the Princess 
Alexandra Hospital in 1990. I went on to complete the Bachelor 
of Nursing course at QUT. With certificates in Midwifery and 
endorsements in Rural and Remote Nursing I have had some 
interesting and challenging positions, from working in large 
Tertiary Centres to small remote hospitals. I have worked for the 
Royal Flying Doctors Service and have been the Nurse Manager 
for a community Nursing group. I have now settled back in 
Brisbane with my wonderful husband Sean and our beautiful boys 
James and Andrew (18 months twins) and Michael (8 weeks old).

Rachel MacLean (Campbell 90) is based in Darwin with her 
husband and two daughters. Together they run a plumbing 
and construction business. They have been living in Darwin for 
approximately 11 years.

Carey Benn (95) is currently living in London and manages a 
business which he started with a Scottish friend four years ago. 
(www.outoftheboxretail.com). Carey was one of the leading 
male actors, playing the American Serviceman in the play ‘1945’ 
staged by Redeemer in 1995.

Cassandra Hawkey (Schefe 95) completed Years 11 and 12 at 
Good Shepherd College, Hamilton after leaving Redeemer at the 
end of 1993. Cassandra has completed a Bachelor of Agricultural 
Science at Melbourne University, and went on to work for the 
Victorian Department of Primary Industries at the Rutherglen 
Research Institute. During her time with DPI she also completed 
a PhD with Monash University in chemistry. Cassandra’s current 
position is as a Senior Research Scientist in soil Chemistry. 
She runs a variety of projects focused towards increasing 
fertiliser efficiency in agriculture, through understanding basic 
fertiliser-soil interactions. Her work has enabled Cassandra and 
her husband David to travel to several international research 
facilities, including synchrotron light sources in USA, Canada 
and Switzerland. Cassandra married David Hawkey in 2006, 
an agronomist for a seed company. Their daughter, Jessica Rae 
Hawkey, was born on 19 December 2008.

Rachel Cramer (Richter 99) and her husband Joel moved  
to Lavington NSW where Joel is the Pastor of St Peters  
Lutheran Church.

Frank White (03) is currently living in Canberra and working for the 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs. Frank was married in late 2007.

Focus on Reunions
Class of 1999 - 10 Year Reunion
Date: Saturday 29 August 2009
Time: 7.00pm – 11.00pm
What: Stand up Buffet
Where: The Deck, The Glen Hotel, Eight Mile Plains
RSVP: Invitations together with RSVP information will be sent 

out six weeks prior to the reunion

Class of 1989 - 20 Year Reunion
Date: Saturday 3 October 2009
Time: 7.00pm – 11.00pm
What:  Cocktail Party
Where: The Heritage Room, The Glen Hotel, Eight Mile Plains
RSVP: Invitations together with RSVP information will be sent 

out six weeks prior to the reunion

Class of 1984 - 25 Year Reunion
Date: Saturday 26 September 2009
Time: 7.00pm – 11.00pm
What: Cocktail Party and Stand up Buffet
Where: The Heritage Room, The Glen Hotel, Eight Mile Plains
RSVP: Invitations together with RSVP information will be sent 

out six weeks prior to the reunion

More information together with the current reunion newsletter 
can be found at: www.redeemer.com.au/Community/alumni

2010 Reunions
Redeemer Alumni Annual Dinner
In 2010 we are looking to hold an Annual Alumni Dinner.  
This will be open for any past students and their partners – 
whether you graduated in 1984 or 2009, you will be welcome 
to attend! This Annual Dinner is planned to be held at the 
college. Plan to attend and get a table together to represent 
your peer year level! More information will be available in the 
next edition of Redeemer Record.

Class of 2000 - 10 Year Reunion
Stay tuned for more information!  
Details will be released late in 2009. 

Class of 1990 - 20 Year Reunion
Stay tuned for more information!  
Details will be released late in 2009. 

Update your details now by emailing:  
alumni@redeemer.com.au
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On 13 December 2008, Danielle Palmer (02) became engaged 
on the first level of the Eiffel Tower to Mark Adams. They plan to 
marry in September 2009.

Births
David and Cassandra Hawkey (Schefe 95) gave birth to a 
daughter, Jessica Rae Hawkey, born on 19 December 2008.

Miriam and Phil Snelling (97) gave birth to their first child, a 
baby boy, named Denali Snelling on Boxing Day 2008.

Liz Jessen (Rider 98) and husband Shawn welcomed their 
second child Matthew Shawn Jessen to the family on 12 
February. Matthew is a younger brother to William (20 months). 
Liz and Shawn currently both teach on the Sunshine Coast at 
Burnside State High School and reside in Mount Coolum

Jason and Jessica Hales (Strohmeyer 00) welcomed their first 
child, Rhys John Hales, born on 23 October 2008. Jessica and 
Jason were married on 17 May 2003.

Email your Engagement, Wedding , Baby news and 
pictures to Redeemer Record: alumni@redeemer.com.au

Engagements
Christie Francis (99) and Daniel Fleming were married by Pastor 
Adrian Muller at St John’s Lutheran Church, Eight Mile Plains on 
29 November 2008. Their bridal party included Katie Francis 
(05) and James Tregea. They travelled to America for their four 
week honeymoon. Christie currently teaches at Redeemer and 
Daniel is a diesel fitter working at Ernest Henry mine in Cloncurry. 

Jodie O’Donnell (1999) was married to Stuart Burden at 
Hastings Point, New South Wales on 25 October 2008. Pastor 
Athol Pukullus officiated at the wedding. Jodie’s bridesmaids 
were Kellie Schneider (O’Donnell 94) and Tamika Walker (99). 
Stuart’s best man was Murray Schneider (94) whilst Michael 
Cheetam was Stuart’s groomsman. Helena Burnt (99) officiated 
as MC whiles Vanessa Keith (99) read the bible readings and 
Cindy Wessling (99) entertained and sang at the reception. 

Scott Robinson (00) married Louise Matthew (00) on Saturday 
13 December 2008 at The Shangri-La Gardens, Wynnum. Also 
in the wedding party (pictured below L-R) Matthew Perry (00), 
Charisse Robinson (03), Sean Hart (00), Paula McMahon 
(Matthew 98), Matthew Robinson (98), Emma Matthew (04), 
Natascha Seben (00), Darren Slinger (00).

Terry Burkitt (01) married Tennille Mountford at St Joachim’s 
Holland Park on Sunday 3 May 2009. The bridesmaids were 
Tennille’s sisters Katelyn, Nicola and Julienne. Groomsmen 
were Sam Martin, Chris Howatson (01) and Chris Jones (01). 
Tennille is a speech pathologist and Terry is a sales consultant for 
John Wiley & Sons Publishers.

Natara Powell (02) and Chris Mitchell were married on Friday 
2 January, at Redeemer Chapel. Anya Powell (03) was Natara’s 
bridesmaid, pictured closer to her.

Rod Howes (02) married Karen Hardy on 14 June 2008 at 
Cleveland, Brisbane. They are living in Shailer Park, Queensland. 
Karen comes from Port Macquarie, NSW.

Weddings

Scott Robinson (00) & Louise Matthew (00) wedding

Terry Burkitt (01) wedding Christie Francis (99) weddingPhil Snelling (97)

Liz Jessen (Rider 98) Jessica hales (Strohmeyer 00)

Natara Powell (02) wedding Rod Howes (02) wedding
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Redeemer Events Calendar

AUG SEPT OCT DECNOV

AUG SEPT OCT DECNOV

AUG SEPT OCT DECNOV

AUG SEPT OCT DECNOV

Saturday 4 Year 11 Ski Tour returns, 11.00am-12 noon

Monday 13 Term 3 Commences for all Year Levels, 8.25am

Saturday 18 Year 7 Excursion to Canberra departs, 5.30pm

Friday 24 Year 7 return from Canberra, 9.30am

Saturday 25 Talk and Tour Open Day 3 – Multi Media Theatre, 9.30am-11.00am

Friday 31 Chamber by Candlelight, 7.30pm-10.00pm (Kleinschmidt Centre)

Saturday 29 Alumni Class of 1999 – 10 Year Reunion, 7.00pm (The Heritage Room, The Glen Hotel)

Tuesday 15 Redeemer Concert Series Number 4, 7.00pm (Kleinschmidt Centre)

Friday 18 Term 3 Concludes

Saturday 26 Alumni Foundation Class of 1984 – 25 Year Reunion, 7.00pm (The Heritage Room, The Glen Hotel)

Saturday 3 Alumni Class of 1989 – 20 Year Reunion, 7.00pm (The Heritage Room, The Glen Hotel)

Monday 5 Term 4 Commences for all Year Levels, 8.25am

Thursday 8 Redeemer Concert Series Number 5 - Years 9-12 Music Extension Recital, 7.00pm  
(Kleinschmidt Centre)

Saturday 10 Year 12 Formal – Citigate and Sebel, 6.00pm-11.30pm

Redeemer Day Thanksgiving Service, 8.30am (Our Saviour Lutheran Church - Redeemer Chapel)

Wednesday 21 Springboard 2009, 6.00pm-8.30pm ( Redeemer Chapel)

Thursday 22 Talk and Tour – Open Day 4, 9.30am-11.00am (Redeemer Chapel)

Saturday 24 Redeemer Fair, 3.00pm-8.00pm

Wednesday 28 Redeemer Concert Series Number 6, 7.00pm (Kleinschmidt Centre)

Tuesday 10 Redeemer Concert Series Number 7 – Junior School Music Concert, 7.00pm (Kleinschmidt Centre)

Thursday 19 Valedictory Service, 7.30pm (Redeemer Chapel)

Tuesday 1 2009 Junior School Closing Service, 1.45pm-2.30pm (Redeemer Chapel)

2009 Closing Service, 7.30pm (Redeemer Chapel)

Term 4 Concludes

Wednesday 27 Term 1, 2010 Commences

The full college calendar can be found online at: www.redeemer.com.au/events/calendar
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Redeemer Lutheran College 
745 Rochedale Rd, Rochedale

Saturday 24 October 
3.00pm – 8.00pm
Rides for the kids,  
food, stalls and a  
fireworks display

FAIR


