
The cooler weather has arrived and brings with it a few 
coughs and colds. We are talking to the children about good 
hygiene practices; clean noses, covering their mouths when 
coughing and the importance of washing their hands. If they 
need Panadol in the morning, please keep them at home. 
We will be sending children home if they are unwell and 
be requiring a medical clearance from your doctor if we are 
unsure that they are still contagious. This is for the wellbeing 
of your child, educators and our families.
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STAFF TRAINING
Recently, most staff attended the leading Early Childhood 
Australian Conference on the Gold Coast run by the 
Australian Childcare Alliance Queensland. This was a great 
opportunity for networking, building our knowledge and 
recieving assurance that we are providing the best programs 
for your children. Two of the keynote speakers affirmed the 
work we are doing on emotional regulation and providing 
age appropriate play-based programs to support brain 
development. You may like to read more from Maggie Dent: 
https://www.maggiedent.com/blog/why-we-must-prioritise-
play-for-todays-children-now/

PICTURE PRODUCTS
Once again we are offering parents the opportunity to 
capture their child’s drawing on a plate that will last for many 
years. I still have the plates my children painted and they are 
young adults now, a great keep sake. Please see our display 
in the hallway.

STOLEN GENERATION  AND NADIOC WEEK 
This year we have received funding to assist with embedding 
our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural practices 
into our program. We invited Uncle Allan to perform a 
Smoking Ceremony and Chad Briggs, an Indigenous artist 
to conduct workshops and complete a mural over several 
weeks. Another generous donation from NRG Greenboard, 
is funding sculpture Kym Masters, to create a piece for our 
reconciliation garden. 

PLAYGROUND WORKS
Some playground works will be completed during the 2nd 
week of the school holidays, Monday 8 – Friday 12 July. 
Please be careful arriving and leaving during this time with 
your child.  Please talk to them about carpark safety and not 
touching any building materials.

https://www.maggiedent.com/blog/why-we-must-prioritise-play-for-todays-children-now/
https://www.maggiedent.com/blog/why-we-must-prioritise-play-for-todays-children-now/


The Junior Kindy class has certainly increased their language 
and communication skills throughout the month. We have 
observed their skills developing as our biggest focus has 
been emotional regulation. The team has been supporting 
the children with the type of language they can use to 
negotiate and reflect on actions and feelings. We are going 
to continue to implement our kind and helpful stones to 
support the children and to acknowledge their efforts we 
have goals to fill our Jar with as many stones as we can 
throughout the day. 

Junior
Kindy

Having a visual with help the children share in their success 
as a class. 

Recently the children have developed an interest in insects. 
In the garden bed the children have discovered, beetles, 
worms, ants, grasshoppers and caterpillars. To extend on 
their inquisitive nature, the children were invited to ask 
questions and were prompted with open ended statements, 
for example, “I wonder what they eat?” We spent time 
looking at books, accessing technology and providing 
magnifying glasses at the light table where Perspex encased 
insects were set up. 

STAFFING 
Over the next month we have a number of staff enjoying 
some well deserved leave. Their will be a place a ‘Change 
of Staffing’ sign on their door to let you know their leave 
dates and the relieving staff members names. We also 
endeavour to provide consistency of staff and use regular 
relief staff members. Congratulations to Anita! Anita is 
currently coming to the end of her final Prac after studying 
her Bachelor of Education Primary. A great achievement 
studying and working at the same time. 

END OF FINANCIAL YEAR
Please keep an eye on your account as we draw closer to 
the end of financial year and the first year of the Child Care 
Subsidy system. Reminder that fees are to be paid weekly or 
fortnightly.  

WALK WITH US
Please join us Saturday 29 June from 9:30am – 11:30am 
to put together the care packages for our friends living  
on the street. We are also doing a walk-a-thon to support 
Miss Kerrie to raise funds for Walk with Us! Thursday, 4 
August we will be walking laps around the oval. If your 
child would like to get some sponsorship for laps, to build 
excitement, please come and collect a form. All families 
welcome to attend.

Parent teacher interviews for Pre Prep 2019
Miss Teresa is conducting interviews on Monday, 24 and 
Tuesday, 25 June.  Miss Renee will be conducting interviews 
on Monday, 15 to Wednesday 17,July. Please make a time to 
chat about your child’s progress this year to date. 

Bronwyn Waters
ELC Director

We want to continue to explore the children’s understanding 
about the environment, linking some of these discoveries to 
composting. After morning tea the children are invited to 
share their scraps with the worms. 

Continuing with looking at our environment, we are working 
on respecting what we have and taking care of our class 
room. We have arranged the furniture to assist in having small 
working areas and encourage longer engagement focusing 
on their interests. Each day the children are encouraged to 
share their ideas for planning, for what they want to explore 
and to find out more. Developing the children’s ownership 
in learning creates an effective program which will provide 
rich learning.



Pre Prep 1

Our library day on Thursday morning, has been working 
well. This is not just a chance to visit the library but to also  
take advantage of connecting with the big school, using the 
ovals space for games and exercise.

The children have really look forward to seeing Pastor 
Andrew and Pastor Nathan and have been introduced to 
new songs and listening to stories. 

Moving forward with the children’s skills, we have reflected 
on their independence, respect and ownership for their 
class. We have started working on providing the children 
with more opportunities to contribute to and care for their 
environment. The children have been assisting with placing 
lunch boxes on the table, using the dustpan, sweeping and 
wiping tables and helping one another in making their beds. 
We are developing a sense of family, as we all contribute 
to the running of our learning environment. This might be 
something that can also be extended to home.

REMINDERS: 
• To check your child’s bag for a clothes collection tag
• Spare clothes
• Encourage your child to find their hat before entering 

the playground
• Please sign the sun cream register on arrival

Junior Kindy Team
Miss Steph, Miss Stacey, Miss Ellie, Miss Jana, Miss Ali

This month we learnt more about the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander culture and history whilst celebrating 
Reconciliation week. Uncle Allan, our indigenous elder, 
visited the ELC to perform a smoking ceremony as part of our 
learning about Aboriginal customs and traditions. In Pre Prep 
1 we also enjoyed reading some Aboriginal stories and learnt 
some fun songs and dances. We have been practising the 
actions and words to the Taba Naba, a traditional children’s 
song from the Torres Straight Islands sung in the Meriam Mir 
language. The song accompanied by a sit down dance. We 

have also been talking about the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Flags and what each colour on the flag represents. 
The children have enjoyed exploring Aboriginal dot painting 
and used this technique to decorate some boomerangs we 
made.

We have been enjoying lots of science this month, with 
some of our experiments linking in with our current PYP 
unit of inquiry. The children enjoyed becoming scientists and 
investigating what living things need to survive by conducting 
water drinking and light experiments. They have also been 
busy designing and creating their own boats using recycled 
materials and plasticine after reading the story ‘Who Sank 
the Boat’ by Pamela Allen. The children then experimented 
to see if their boats would float or sink and graphed the 
results.



Pre Prep 2

Our dramatic play area has become an animal hospital and 
the children have been very busy caring for the injured 
animals. This play has also helped the children to think about 
the impact our choices can have on the environment and 
the animals that live there. The children have been making 
signs to help protect the living things we share the land with 
and helping to care for our worm farm. We have also started 
looking at ways we can help protect our environment. We 
have made some recycled paper out of our used paper and 
some children have been showing an interest in recycling 
plastic bottles by reusing them for games and by getting 
involved in the bottle recycling program.

REMINDERS:
• Please make sure each child is bringing a piece of fruit 

every day for our shared fruit bowl. 
• Please pack a full set of spare clothes. Sometimes our 

day’s fun can get very messy with children ending up 
wet or muddy. We also have occasional accidents, which 
require a change of clothes including new underwear.

• We will also be visiting the bush and the children will 
require long pants and closed in shoes for this. Please 
send these items everyday if your child isn’t wearing 
them so we can have this wonderful play/learning 
opportunity.

Thank you,
Miss Renée and Miss Estela

This month in Pre Prep 2, have been to extend the children’s 
thinking through questioning and inquiry based learning. 
The children have taken on the role of investigators and 
enjoyed spending their day exploring our unit of inquiry: 
Sharing the planet. Over the past few weeks, we have been 
looking at our final line of inquiry for the term: What is our 
responsibility. Throughout the term, the children have been 
discussing the importance of recycling and ways in which we 

can help protect not only our environment but also the living 
things that surround us. The children have become very good 
at understanding why we recycle and use the appropriate 
bins in our room throughout the day.

This Term, our focus on literacy has been through our 
routines and transitions. In the early childhood years, much 
of literacy and numeracy learning is incidental—meaning it 
happens because of being in environments rich in language 
and numeracy without the need for direct instruction. When 
children see language and number concepts used around 
them in meaningful ways (through play), and as part of their 
everyday experience, they begin to internalise them. They 
begin to recognise words, letters, numbers, use language, 
and ideas that they have seen educators or other children 
use. Throughout the day, we have been incorporating literacy 
and numeracy in fun ways, which has helped the children 
retain a better understanding and enjoyment of learning. 

Our library visits this term have been a wonderful way for 
the children to immerse themselves in a literacy-based 
environment. Mrs Dalby (the librarian) welcomes the children 
every Thursday and enjoys sharing stories and talking about 
her favourite books. During our last visit to the library, we 
decided to extend our play and have morning tea in the 
under croft under the MPH. We then spent the morning 
exploring the junior school playground, the sandpit and 
playing a game of soccer on the oval. 

What a great time we had visiting Woolworths at 19th Ave 
Shopping Centre. For some children, the bus ride was a first 



Days of sinificance
June / July

JUNE

24 – 28  Parent Teacher Pre Prep   
  Interviews all week 

JULY

3  Bike Day - bring bike and   
  helmet to kindy

5   National Aborigines and   
  Islanders Day Observance   
  Committee (NAIDOC) week

10  Pre Prep Aged Care Visit 

19  Pyjama Day 

25  Uncle Allan Visit

28  ELC Community Church   
  Service

30  July International Day Of
  Friendship - United    
  Nations (UN) day  promoting 
  friendship and peace in many 
  cultures.

and was an adventure like no other. It was also great to learn 
more about what happens behind the scenes and link our 
learning to our unit of inquiry. Throughout the morning, the 
children enjoyed making cheese and bacon rolls in the bakery 
department, playing games in the fresh produce department 
and enjoying some delicious fruit at the end of the tour. 

REMINDERS
• Library day is on Thursday so please wear closed in shoes
• Provide a piece of fruit/vegetable every day for shared 

fruit 
• As it is getting cooler, please pack warm clothes for the 

afternoons 
• Drink bottle

Until next time, 
Miss Teresa and Miss Mardi



https://www.terracycle.com/en-
AU/contests/colgategardenvoting

To find out more about the Colgate Community Garden Challenge and for full terms and conditions, visit 
www.terracycle.com.au/colgategarden. If you have any further questions, call TerraCycle on 1800 983 324

Terracycle.com.au/colgategardenvoting

Our school is competing in the
Colgate Community Garden Challenge!

The schools that collect  the most 
oral care waste and online votes can 
win a recycled community garden set!

Vote for us online and track our 
school’s ranking at :

Toothpaste 
tubes and caps

Toothbrushes Toothbrush and 
toothpaste tube 
outer packaging

Floss 
containers

3
4

1

2
We collect any brand of used: 

Authorised under NSW Permit No LTPS/18/30896, SA No T18/2301 and ACT Permit No TP18/02559 

HELP OUR SCHOOL WIN 
A COMMUNITY GARDEN!

 https://www.entertainmentbook.com.
au/orderbooks/14404l5

 www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/14404l5

Help our fundraising cause!
Support us and treat yourself!

Every sale 
contributes 
to our cause

Discover the best of your 
city with Entertainment.

Every sale contributes to our fundraiser, so purchase your Entertainment Membership today!

Copyright © 2019 Entertainment Publications of Australia Pty Ltd. All rights reserved. ACN 065 011 903. Entertainment is a registered Australian trade mark of Entertainment Publications of Australia Pty Ltd.

Enjoy thousands of offers for everything you love to do
2-for-1 offers, special rates and up to 50% off on activities, dining, shopping, travel and leisure.

Order your Entertainment Membership today!

160+  
Takeaway and  

Attraction  
Offers!

130+  
Casual Dining 

Offers!

90+  
Contemporary 
Dining Offers!

$50 value

$50 value

25% off

$60 value

$50 value

2 for 1

$55 value

$20 value

2 for 1

and many more...

and many more...

and many more...

and many more...

$50 value

$75 value

2 for 1

$45 value

$25 value

2 for 1

$50 value

$30 value

2 for 1

Up to 50% off Retail, Travel, Leisure and Accommodation

2,000+  
Travel and  

Retail Offers!

     Still only 

$60
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