
A month full of amazing memories with the children as 
we celebrated Father’s Day, with our Pops, Grandads, 
friends and family with fresh fruit and a sausage sizzle. 
Grandparents day was a wonderful chance to engage and 
share all of the learning that has occurred recently and 
join the children in activities and morning tea.  Thankyou 
for your kind words and feedback, we truly enjoyed these 
special mornings. 

At the service we celebrated “Educators Day,” with the 
staff receiving certificates of recognition and a delicious 
lunch. Thankyou to all our families and children who make 
each and everyday so special. Thankyou for all the words 
of appreciation, flowers and treats, it certainly made our 
day extra special.

We had the Year  9 Science elective class called Geoscience 
share with the children their knowledge about plants.  
The students connected with the ELC children, using 
magnifying glasses to explore parts of the different flowers 
and plants. The children were straight into exploring their 
creativity with paper flower making, paddle pop stick 
butterflys, decorating some garden pictures and using 
petals to create a nature collage.

“I liked everything, making the flowers with lots of butterfly 
stickers” Lateesha, ELC

“I liked the stickers, the most exciting thing was making the 
rainbow butterfly” Bronte, ELC
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“I made a flower, this was the bird of paradise and rose 
petals.” Aviana, ELC

“I really enjoyed doing craft with the ELC students, as 
I think that it really helped them to appreciate what 
we were teaching them. It was really fun to see their  
creative ideas. I also liked talking to them, and they had 
interesting ideas about plants,” Lily H, Year 9 Student

“I really enjoyed hanging out with the kids at the ELC 
because it gave us a chance to interact and learn about 
how the little kids function. We learnt a lot about how  
to talk to little kids and gave us a chance to work on 
valuable skills involving children. It was also great to  
see the excitement on the children’s faces as they had  
a break in their routine from seeing us, many of them  
were so involved and they really engaged in the  
activities. Going to the ELC was such a memorable 
experience and I wish to do it again sometime.”  
Caylin N, Year 9 Student



Junior
Kindy

SUN PROTECTION POLICY
With the cooler days behind us we strongly encourage 
your child to wear clothing with sleeves. Please 
ensure your child has their hat on when entering the 
playground. Our centre policy (2B.18) states that we 
encourage families to apply sun cream upon arrival at 
the ELC. Please sign the suncream register indicating 
the time of the last application. We are looking forward 
to more outdoor days, and cooling off with some water  
play opportunities

Recently, we shared is some prayers for all our fire fighters 
that have been working so hard to protect properties and 
bushland. The children have been reflecting on all their 
hard work. At the ELC, the children have been reflecting 
on the job of the fire fighters, in particular, PP1 have  
had a large role in learning about the importance of  
their jobs in the community. The children shared their  
support and empathy by making cards to show their  
respect, and thanks. This will be sent away to the local 
department expressing our gratitude.

CHILD CARE SUBSIDY
Child Care Subsidy balancing is underway. Throughout 
the year, Centrelink pays your Child Care Subsidy  
(CCS) based on the details you’ve given them. At the  
end of the financial year, they balance your CCS to make  
sure you received the right amount. Centrelink is  
balancing CCS for the 2018–19 financial year. Your  
CCS won’t be balanced straight away and it can take  
some time.
Here’s how Centrelink balances your CCS: 
1. You need to confirm your family’s income for 

the 2018–19 financial year before Centrelink 
can balance your CCS. You and your partner 
do this by lodging your tax returns with  
the Australian Taxation Office. If you don’t need to 
lodge a tax return, you need to tell Centrelink by doing  
an ‘Advise non-lodgement’ with them. You can do 
that either in your Centrelink online account through 
myGov, or express Plus Centrelink mobile app.

2. Centrelink works out your CCS entitlement Once  
you’ve confirmed your family income. Centrelink  
will work out how much subsidy you were entitled to  
for the financial year. They compare that amount to  
how much you were paid throughout the year. 
Centrelink then makes any necessary adjustments. 
This includes adding CCS withheld throughout 
the year. Centrelink withholds 5% of your weekly 
CCS during the year as a default. If you were 
paid too much CCS at any time during the  
year, Centrelink will also factor that in. This may  
happen if you had a change in your family’s 
circumstances or if your family income estimate was 
lower than your actual income.

3. Centrelink tells you your outcome once Centrelink  
has considered all of these factors. They send you a  
letter with your outcome and the letter will outline  
how they’ve worked out the balance.

There are three possible outcomes:
• A top-up payment – you don’t need to do anything else. 

Centrelink will pay this money to the bank account 
you’ve given them. 

• No further action – you received the correct amount of 
CCS during the year. 

• An overpayment – you may need to take action to 
pay back any money you owe. If you don’t set up a 

Hi Families,
Spring has arrived and the children have started to find 
new interests after a lengthy learning journey about marine 
life. We have continued to transition into their ongoing 
fascination with nature. The 1st group has already attended 
the start of our forest school training where Miss Bronwyn 
our forest leader, taught us important safety rules while 
exploring, new games to play, respecting the environment 
and caring for one another. 

payment plan or pay the money back in full by the due 
date, Centrelink may reduce your future CCS to pay 
off the debt. Centrelink will work with you to set up a 
repayment plan you can afford.

Stephanie Tessieri
Acting ELC Director



It has been a very busy month with lots of special days 
and celebrations. We celebrate our love for our Dads and 
special people in our lives at our Father’s Day Breakfast. 
The children all enjoyed a sausage sizzle and fun activities 
including shaving dad and dressing up as superheros in 
the photo booth.

Pre Prep 1

This has carried onto the playground environment where 
the children have been eager to water the gardens and 
reflect on the growth of our flowers, herbs and vegetables. 
We have taken this opportunity to plant more seeds, to 
really involve the children throughout this process, as we 
start to look at the stages of growth that the plants go 
through and the impact we have.

The children have started to investigate their understanding 
of science by using magnets. It has been a large strength 
of junior kindy to design and work together to develop new 
and creative ideas with magnet tiles, magnetic balls and 
tubes. We have been exploring other ways of developing 
the children’s understanding of science and how things 
work. The children have been working on their ability 
to predict and examine other ways of doing. The things 
children have been uncovering new knowledge as they 
use magnetic tools with a range of different objects in the 
room, from pipe cleaners, to spoons, coins, magnetic ball 
and tiles.

We all had a wonderful time with our special mornings for 
Father’s Day Breakfast and Grandparent’s Morning Tea. 
The children shared their excitement of their classrooms, 
reflecting on their favourite experiences, having a meal 
together, looking at portfolios and introducing each other to 
their friends. It was beautiful to see all these connections 
we share in our ELC family.

We have noticed an increase of the children’s interest in 
identifying their name, writing and developing their creative 
ideas as individual interpretations are expressed through 
drawing. These skills are important foundations to guide 
children into reading and writing in the future. We will be 
focusing on our family goals and room goals to support the 
children’s ongoing growth in the upcoming month.

REMINDERS:
• Please let an educator know if your unable to sign in or 

out as this is a legal requirement.
• As the weather is warming up, please ensure your 

child has sleaves to support our sun safety policy as 
they join their friends outside. 

• Please continue to add your fruit or vegetables to the 
morning tea bowl

Junior Kindy Team
Miss Stephanie, Miss Stacey, Miss Ellie, Miss Alison 
and Miss Shelly

We also celebrated Grandparent’s Day this month and 
hosted a morning filled with delicious treats and activities. 
A big special thank you to all our loved ones who came 
along and helped to make these days so wonderful for the 
children.



Pre Prep 2

What a busy month we have had in Pre Prep Two! Over 
the past month, the children enjoyed visiting the junior 
school for the book character parade. The ELC children 
wowed families as they confidently walked across the 
stage, showing off their wonderful costumes. We also had 
a special visit from some of the St Andrew’s Aged Care 
residents. The children spent the morning chatting to the 
residents, sharing stories and enaging in some shopping 
role play. It was lovely to see the smiles and feelings of 
happiness on both the children’s and residents faces. 

Our unit of inquiry this term has been focusing on how 
stories are shared for different reasons and for many 
purposes. The children have had such a wonderful time 
exploring this idea. We have enjoyed watching, listening 
to, performing and telling many different types of stories 
including familiar favourites, cultural and stories we have 
made ourselves.

We have had lots of great connections with the senior 
school students this month. They have visited us at kindy 
to read us stories they created and to teach us about the 
different parts of a flower.

From the children interests and play, we learnt about fire 
safety and made our own fire station. We wrote a letter 
to the Burleigh Heads Fire Department asking them to 
visit us, but unfortunately due to the devastating fires, 
the fire fighters have been too busy to come and visit. 
We decided to send them thank you letters for their hard 
work in protecting many homes, people and animals, and 
for helping to keep everyone safe. We send our love, 
prayers and strength to those affected by the recent fire 
devastation.

We say goodbye to Miss Estela at the end of the term and 
wish her lots of love and happiness on her adventures of 
motherhood with her soon to be born baby boy. We thank 
her for all her hard work, kindness and love. 
We will miss you Miss Estela.

REMINDERS
• Term 4 we will introduce munch and crunch which will 

replace our shared morning tea. A letter explaining this 
has been placed in your child’s note pocket.

• Please make sure you apply sunscreen to your child at 
drop off and sign the sun screen register. Thank you for 
your support in teaching our children the importance of 
sun safety.

Miss Renée and Miss Estela

The puppet theatre and stage area were two very popular 
play areas throughout this inquiry and the children have 
loved performing and retelling their favourite stories. They 
even set up the theatre and performed for the aged care 
residents when they visited us at kindy. 

For the month of August we participated in the MS Read-
a-thon and Premiers Reading Challenge. We also dressed 
up as our favourite book character for the book week 
parade.



OCTOBER 
1   Monthly Aged Care Visit
  Pre Prep

17   Aged Care Visit 

22 to 29 Children’s Week 

22  Mufti Day

26  Day for Daniel 

Days of sinificance
August / September

Science week saw lots of fun and exciting experiments 
take place in the classroom. We put on our thinking caps 
and spent the week investigating, experimenting and 
predicting. Over the week, the class investigated and 
trialed experiments such as floating and sinking, identifying 
insects using magnifying glasses and the magic cloud 
experiment. 

This term we wrapped up our unit of inquiry: How we 
express ourselves. Throughout the term, the children 
experienced lots of different ways to share and tell stories. 
This unit helped the children make connections to their prior 
knowledge and view stories from a different perspective.
 
Next term we will be talking to the children about the 
ways our learning environments are organised to help 
us play and learn. We will be taking advantage of the 

school’s facilties and walking over to the prep rooms and 
the Multi purpose hall to see the different routines and 
enviornments that they have. Learning related to our unit 
of inquiry is designed to create a positive and supportive 
experience, so the children will be eager and feel safe to 
transition into school next year.  

Over the course of the term we will also look at some of the 
following Ideas to help prepare your child for school/ELC
• Routines and how environments are organised (both 

at school/ELC)
• Visits to the school environment 
• Looking at arial views of schools around the world  

(how are they different)
• Photos of siblings in uniforms 
• What experiences will help us to learn and what we 

need to know 
• Routines and expectations 

REMINDERS
• No more shared fruit in term 4
• Spare clothes (clearly named)
• No rest time toys and comforters (if possible)
Just a reminder to check your child’s pocket for any 
information. 

Until next time, 
Miss Teresa and Miss Mardi



https://www.terracycle.com/en-AU/contests/colgategardenvoting

PRESCHOOLERS  OVERCOMING PHOBIAS

TREATMENT FOR  
PRESCHOOL CHILDREN  

3–5 YEARS WITH SPECIFIC  
FEARS AND PHOBIAS

FREE

For further information or  
if you would like your child to 

participate, call (07) 5678 8317  
or email pop-gc@griffith.edu.au
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DOES YOUR CHILD
• Become excessively afraid of certain situations 

or objects, such as dogs, the dark, costume 
characters, high places, water or animals/spiders? 

• Get very upset, cry, or cling to you when they  
are confronted with their fear? 

• Avoid going to certain places or doing certain  
things because of their fear? 

• Has this fear been a problem for some time— 
for at least 6 months?

Your child may be experiencing 
a specific phobia and Griffith 
University can help.
Griffith University is offering free assessment and 
treatment for children ages 3 to 5 years with a specific 
phobia. It is part of a nationally funded treatment 
study, being run by a team of international experts in 
child anxiety, led by Associate Professor Lara Farrell 
(l.farrell@griffith.edu.au). 

The program aims to learn more about childhood fears, 
and involves testing brief, one-session interventions 
for childhood phobias as part of a randomised 
controlled trial. Researchers will track your child’s 
progress over the course of 2 years to monitor your 
child’s long-term success following treatment. 

To find out more about the Colgate Community Garden Challenge and for full terms and conditions, visit 
www.terracycle.com.au/colgategarden. If you have any further questions, call TerraCycle on 1800 983 324

Terracycle.com.au/colgategardenvoting

Our school is competing in the
Colgate Community Garden Challenge!

The schools that collect  the most 
oral care waste and online votes can 
win a recycled community garden set!

Vote for us online and track our 
school’s ranking at :

Toothpaste 
tubes and caps

Toothbrushes Toothbrush and 
toothpaste tube 
outer packaging

Floss 
containers

3
4
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2
We collect any brand of used: 

Authorised under NSW Permit No LTPS/18/30896, SA No T18/2301 and ACT Permit No TP18/02559 

HELP OUR SCHOOL WIN 
A COMMUNITY GARDEN!



Mindfulness-based 
program for parents of young 
children 3-7 years experiencing anxiety

Mindfulness for 
parent stress

kids in mind

FREE

 

Parenting a young child with anxiety can be stressful.

 Is your child anxious, nervous or fearful in certain situations?
 Does this fear impact on your daily life?

 Do you find it hard to manage your child’s worries?

This program may help you and your family.



Our SafeCare©

In-Home Parenting Program 
may be for you!

What is SafeCare?
A program for parents of children 0-5 years, 
consisting of 18 weekly sessions.  

Providers come to your home each week for 
sessions.

3 topic areas: Parent-infant/child Interaction, 
home safety, and child health.

What do you learn?.  

Ways to increase positive time with your child. 

How to make your home more safe.

How to keep your child healthy and reduce risk 
for illness and injury.

Group SafeCare is starting soon!

Do you want to learn...

how to connect and have a 
stronger relationship with your 
child?

how to keep your home safe for 
your child?

how to keep your child healthy?

SafeCare is provided free of charge by Act for 
Kids to families who live on the the Gold Coast

For more information, call 07 3707 1500 or

watch our  clip https://m.youtube.com/watch?
v=JkXODjOLYic

email safecaregc@actforkids.com.au
www.actforkids.com.au


