
Welcome to 2018.  What a fantastic start to the year it has 
been.  This year we have welcomed 62 new children to the 
ELC family.  We hope that your time with us is positive, fun, 
enjoyable and memorable. We are very approachable and if 
at any time you have any questions or concerns please do 
not hesitate to call or speak to an educator or myself.

Congratulations to you all for setting up your Xplor and 
arranging for your payments. Most families are now 
connected to the family assistance office and have started 
making fee payments.  Please speak to Kerrie or myself if you 
need help setting this up.

Just a reminder that if you would like to use 20 days 
discounted holiday leave we require two weeks written 
notice. You will find forms on the front reception counter. 

Days of significance
• 6 February – Deadly Australian Animal show in ELC
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• Week of 16 February – Chinese New Year - Year of the 
Dog we will be celebrating with different experiences 
over the week please feel free to give us ideas and 
suggestions. 

• 26 March - ELC school photos
• 29 July - ELC family church service – all families invited 

to attend, the children will play a role during the service 
and is a special way to connect to the congregation 
Please save the date so you can attend. 

Egg free and Nut free service: please do not bring whole 
eggs, quiches and products containing nuts in your child’s 
lunch box.  We have children in the service on a range of 
days that suffer from life threatening allergies.
Monthly meetings: This year we are going to try something 
a little different and host a morning tea for families.  Each 
month we will look at different policies for your suggestions 
and feedback, talk about events, have information to share 
about parenting and health. These meetings will be held on 
different days across the month and communicated in the 
newsletter via Xplor and on the notice board at the entrance 
of the centre.  Please come along and meet new people and 
share ideas/suggestions and help with policy reviews. Our 
first meeting will be Monday 12 February 9.30am.

Aged Care Visits: This year we are aiming to visit the Aged 
Care home more often.  Each month Pre Prep 1 & 2 will 
visit singing songs, reading stories and interacting with the 
residents. A roster will be put in the rooms. Everyone is 
welcome to attend and join us as volunteers to help with 
the journey up the big hill! Junior kindy may visit later in the 
year.

Extra Curricular Programs: This year the children can 
participate in two programs at a cost to families. Little Big 
Sports will run on Fridays at 9.30am and will be invoiced 
separately at a cost of $11 per week.
 
Music classes will be run on Tuesday morning by the 
International School of Music Palm Beach which offers early 
childhood music education.  Their program aims to develop 



transition continues to be and the trust you have put in 
all of us. This helps to establish that sense of security and 
community we endeavour to provide.

As we work through our different areas of learning, we really 
encourage our families to participate wherever possible. We 
value your input and want to share this learning journey as a 
team.  Please make the most of using Xplor, to upload photos 
for your child to share or talk about recent highlights in their 

life. You can also comment and add to the daily observations 
uploaded.  In addition to Xplor, you will also notice we often 
have displays around the room about recent interests and 
how the learning occurred. You will see photos, with some 
information and also noted will be the learning outcomes 
which is our framework. This provides focus on what areas 
we are working on and achieving. Each child also has a 
portfolio and will be available to you and your child at all 
times. It will include art and different types of observations. 
We will be encouraging your child to make decisions about 

A big welcome to all our families in Junior Kindy. We are 
all excited to see what the year ahead holds for the growth 
and development of your child. We look forward to making 
close relationships and developing a sense of family with 
you all. Since commencing the year our focus has been on 
developing those relationships, assisting your child to feel 
safe and connected. We are so proud how smooth the 

Junior
Kindy

children’s listening skills, aural skills, pitch through vocal 
program, rhythm and beat, physical coordination and fine 
and gross motor skills.  This is done through song, rhythm 
and percussion.  The cost is $10 per week and will be invoiced 
separately. Please email any queries to: ismpalmbeach@
ismaustralia.com

Japanese lessons with the College Japanese teacher will be 
run on a Friday afternoon. All children welcome to attend.
Library visits: Pre Prep 1 & 2 will visit on a Tuesday for Term 
1.  Junior Kindy will start visits later in the year once they are 
all settled and comfortable in this environment.

Get set for the Games: Thank you to the families that have 
completed the survey monkey about the Commonwealth 
Games. We are currently planning for staff leave and 
considering staff travel time.  We strongly encourage you to 
look at the information provided by Get Set for the Games 
and start thinking about how the games will affect you.  
Please make sure that your holiday forms are put in one 
month prior so we can ensure staff/child ratio will be correct 
at all times and help with planning. If you didn’t receive the 
link please email me your email address so I can check it is 
correct in the system. https://www.getsetforthegames.com/

Defibrillator (AED) – Late last year the ELC purchased a 
Defibrillator. This life saving device is stored in the reception 
in the ELC.  Let’s hope that we will never need to use it.  
When all staff completed our first aid training in December 
we were able to get our device out and practice using it. This 
was reassuring to know that we have this fantastic device at 
our reach if we ever need it. 

Some Child Care Regulations and National standards are 
changing. From the start of February we will be sending 
you little surveys to help us improve practice and build on 
our strengths.  These surveys help us implement our Quality 
Improvement Plan known as the “QIP.” Please also record 
ideas/observations on the sheets in the hallway on the 
clipboards.

Last of all we value your feedback and participation so please 
come in share your gifts/talents/skills and time. Plese give 
feedback and help us create the best environment for your 
children and the community. 

Welcome to 2018!

Bronwyn Waters
ELC Director

mailto:ismpalmbeach@ismaustralia.com
mailto:ismpalmbeach@ismaustralia.com
https://www.getsetforthegames.com/ 


Hello and welcome to all our families in Pre Prep 1. What 
a wonderful start to our year we have had. All the children 
have settled into their new classroom so well and are already 
forming some special friendships. There has been plenty of 
smiles, laughs and exploration happening in our room in 
the past few weeks and it’s exciting to watch our learning 
journeys begin.

There has been a huge interest in the marble run track. The 
children have been designing and creating their own tracks 
for the marbles to roll through. It has been so wonderful 
to watch the children’s excitement and enthusiasm as they 
test out and construct their own tracks. When children are 
engaged and actively involved in their learning, they make 
sense of their world and themselves. This has also been a 

great activity for working together, sharing, taking turns and 
problem solving.

We have also been busy investigating and learning about 
spiders and insects after Nixon found a spider in our 
classroom and some other children noticed lots of spider 
webs outside our classroom windows. The children have used 

the magnifying glass, books and the interactive whiteboard 
to learn more and see these magnificent creatures up close. 
We are excited that Ava’s dad will be bringing in his special 
microscope so we can have a real close up look.

Families are very important to us and to the children and we 
love having family members involved in our program, so if 
you have any special talents, interests or cultural traditions 
that you would like to share with us throughout the year, 
please come and see us.

We look forward to getting to know and sharing this 

Pre Prep 1

what important learning will go into these. Please feel free 
to add to these, with notes, photos or learning that has 
happened at home, where we can show your child’s growth.  
This will be than sent home at the end of the year as a special 
keepsake gift of their time with us.

You will all be aware of the amazing outdoor environment 
we have on offer. This is something we are privileged to 
explore each and every day, from sand, water, mud, and 
using leaves, rocks and branches to have a full sensory 
experience, where imaginations are allowed to flourish and 
an understanding of the environment is respected.

The importance of mud play: A chance to express creativity 
and  develop their fine motor skills. Children practice social 
skills such as cooperation, negotiation, communication and 
sharing as they work together. They develop a sense of 
wonder for their environment where learning continues to 
grow. Let’s all embrace these magical times, remembering 
that its ok to get messy. Just pop in some spare clothes, the 
kindy shirt works well for these sensory opportunities.

As the weeks continue we will get to know your child and  
understand your child’s needs and interests in all areas. The 
more connected your child becomes they will build the sense 
of belonging, independence and their confidence will grow. 
We will be support the children through toilet training, but 
please be aware accidents do happen. Sometimes we are so 
busy and engrossed in our learning that we forget. You will 
notice a tag attached to your child’s bag, if they have clothes 
to collect. 

As we learn more about our families, we would love you to 
share with us parts of your families culture and celebrations 
you may celebrate with your family. We would like to 
continue to support this in the Junior Kindy Room, providing 
opportunities to be exposed to diversity and broaden their 
understanding of the world in which they live.  Please 
communicate and share ideas as these present.  We look 
forward to what the following month will bring.

Miss Steph, Miss Jana, Miss Cathy and Miss Olivia



Hello and welcome to Pre Prep 2. It has been such a pleasure 
to meet all of our new families and welcome back those that 
have returned. We are very excited to see what this year 
brings. Throughout this first month, we have focused on 
building strong relationships with the children to ensure they 
feel safe and secure. We have done this through, ‘All About 
Me’ sheets and joining at circle time to say good morning 
to all of our friends. This has given us an insight into the 
children’s interests and their own individual identity, which 
will help us to create purposeful learning environments 
throughout the term. 

This term there will be a strong focus on building a sense of 
identity and belonging within the room (also relating to our 

Pre Prep 2

Unit of Inquiry). Mardi, Emily and I will be using a variety of 
strategies to develop relationships such as; daily transitions 
with partners, activities and group time games that build a 
confident self-identity. 

The first few weeks of any child’s transition can be a 
challenging time. Over this period, please be reassured that 
we will communicate your child’s progress through photos 
and updates on Xplor. Throughout the rest of the year, you 
can expect to see art samples, PYP information and other 
special event photos in your child’s portfolio, which are 

located in book corner. This year we have designed a wall, 
which will have photos and samples of your child’s work 
displayed. The wall is a great way to showcase some of the 

wonderful year with you all. If you have any questions or 
concerns please don’t hesitate to come and see us. 

Miss Linda, Miss Stacey and Miss Cathy



important aspects of the program and the learning that has 
occurred in the room. 

In Pre Prep 2 we value literacy and numeracy skills. Queensland 
Kindergarten Learning Guidelines require us to incorporate 
these learning areas within our program. QKLG also states 
that these must be implemented through a ‘purposeful and 
meaningful’ approach. This means we integrate literacy and 
numeracy through play. We believe incorporating literacy 
and numeracy through a non-structured environment 
provides the children with a positive and age appropriate 
way of learning.  

Days of significance compiled by the service management, Educators and with the use of cultural section of enrolment forms as well as further family input. Stored GDrive: 
2018 days of significance 

 

2 
0 
1 
8 

 

  
JANUARY 

1 New Year’s Day 

8th ELC opens 2018  

26 Australia Day 

DAYS OF SIGNIFICANCE  
FEBRUARY 

6 Waitangi Day- Treaty was signed 1840 (New Zealand) 

6 – Deadly Australian Animal show in ELC 

12th Family check in morning 9.30 -10.30 MT policy input 

14 Valentine’s Day 

15th Aged Care visit PP2 

16 New Year- Year of the Dog (Chinese and 
Vietnamese) 

 
MARCH 

1 Aged Care visit PP1 

5th Family check in morning 9.30 -10.30 MT policy input 

15th Funky Hair day  

15th Aged Care Visit PP1 

17 St Patricks Day (Ireland) 

21 Harmony Day wear orange  

26th MSP photo (group photos) 

30 Good Friday (Christianity) 

APRIL 
2 World Autism Day 

4-15 Commonwealth games –  

Game day ELC 9th Monday  

22 Earth Day 

22 Aged Care Visit PP2 

23 Family check in morning 9.30 -10.30 MT policy input 

25 ANZAC Day (Australian and New Zealand) 

Reminders:
• To help us with keeping track of the children’s belongings, 

please make sure all items are clearly named. This 
includes bedding, drink bottles and clothing. 

• Bring one piece of fruit to share for morning tea.

Thank you all for your support. We are very excited for the 
year ahead teaching all your wonderful children. If you have 
any queries, please don’t hesitate to see us or email us. 

Please feel free to discuss any matters with Mardi, Emily or 
myself in person or through the room email: 
ELCPP2@salc.qld.edu.au

Miss Teresa, Miss Mardi and Miss Emily

mailto:ELCPP2@salc.qld.edu.au



