
New Child Care Subsidy 
From July 2018, a “New Child Care Subsidy” system will be 
implemented by the Federal Government. Basically, there 
will be one subsidy to replace the existing Child Care Benefit, 
Child Care Rebate and JET subsidies that are in place now. 
Families will be contacted by the Department of Education 
and Training who will provide more details about the 
changes, including any action that you may need to take. In 
the meantime, there are other resources you can download 
about the new child care package at: www.education.gov.
au/childcareresources Family Child Care Subsidy Estimator 
www.education.gov.au/childcare We will continue to keep 
you informed about these changes. Kerrie and I have been 
undertaking training this week so that we understand the 
changes better. More information to come.  It is important 
that you are signing your children in and out each day as 
this is a legal requirement under child care legislation. 
XPLOR has been working hard to help services with the 
transition.  Please ensure that you have your MyGov account 
or Family Assistance App working as this is where families 
will be receiving information regarding the transition from 
the department. We strongly encourage you to look at the 
estimator and see how these changes will impact your care 
needs in particular families that have currently been approved 
for 24 hours care. 

Plastic Bags
Please limit the amount of plastic that is coming in to the 
service. Plastic bags and shopping bags are a safety risk to 
children. Please bring sheets to school in draw string bags 
or pillow cases to prevent potential choking. Spare clothing 
doesn’t need to be in a bag. However, if you prefer to 
please find an alternative to plastic. Nude lunch boxes are 
encouraged and supported to reduce the amount of plastic 
going to landfill. This is part of our sustainability policy and 
statement. 

Philosophy Review 
We are currently reviewing our service philosophy and invite 
you to contribute a word or phrase to be placed on the 
drawing of the watering can and plant in the hallway.  These 
words will contribute to our philosophy.  What is it that you 
like about the ELC? What aspects of the program do you feel 
contributes to our success? What is it about the community 
aspects that makes you feel connected to us?  We look 
forward to seeing these words grow on the illustration. 

EDUCATIONAL LEADER NEWS
Stephanie has the role of Educational Leader at our 
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Service. She is extremely excited about this role, working 
alongside and supporting all the staff to create inspiring and 
educational learning environments and programmes for the 
children. Stephanie’s role as Educational Leader is to mentor 
the educators to ensure each child is supported to achieve 
the outcomes of the approved learning frameworks. Over the 
next few weeks the team will be looking at reflective practice 
in more depth.  We have also commenced a new layout for 
the outdoor program. As a team, we will be focusing on 
our strengths and weaknesses and working towards the 
goals we set. If you have any questions you would like to 
ask Stephanie about her role as Educational Leader she will 
welcome these. 

Community Participation
On Thursday 15 March, we participated in the Leukaemia 
Foundation’s World Greatest Shave and we held a Crazy 
Hair Day. This day was an immense success and we raised 
$140.00 for the Leukaemia Foundation. Thank you for 
supporting this amazing organisation. 

Easter Hat Parade
Our annual Easter Hat Parade was held on Monday 26 
March. Thank you to families and friends of our Centre who  
came along and participated in our afternoon of fun.

Parent Involvement
We would like to remind our families that we encourage 
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With reference to identifying these uniforms, we looked at 
symbols and signs. Including ones used on the roads to keep 
us safe and communicate about danger.  

We have been focusing on making closer connections, with 
the educators supporting language and role modelling 
communication, ideas and problem solving amongst the 
group. Friendships are starting to flourish as the children 
move from their sense of belonging to their environment,  
to being in the moment and creating relationships. We have 
created a whole group result from our ongoing exploration 
of recycling and reusing where we used scraps of material 
that the children illustrated a picture using markers. We then 
tied each piece together to create a representation link and 
friendship we have formed with our Junior Kindy family. 
Working in small groups continues to develop their ability 
to communicate and negotiate and form these essential 
social skills. Small groups like colour sorting, lotto matching 
cards, number clock face, pattern making and large puzzles 
have been devised to for groups, which in turn develops 
turn taking, problem solving and cooperation. It provides 
opportunities for each child to be heard and contribute with 
ideas, and questions. 

We touched on science experiments too. This has created 
a sense of wonder and further investigation. The children 
formed their own predications as they anticipated the results 
with a volcano experiment and salt ice melts. This form of 
inquiry is something we will continue to promote.

We made pancakes last month and mini pizzas this month, 
steming from the children’s creative play. Cooking is 

What adventures have we had this month! Junior Kindy has 
been rolling on with lots of enthusiasm as we continue to 
scaffold their desire to know more, why, how, what and 
where. 

We have been exploring the children’s knowledge about 
emergency services and community workers. This started 
with children role playing and extending their own ideas. 
Dress ups were implemented to develop ideas further. We 
shared a book about their important jobs in the community.
 

Junior
Kindy

parent involvement and feedback within our Centre. If you 
have any special talents or cultural skills that you would like 
to share, we would love to have you share these with us. If 
you have any questions, please see me or one of our friendly 
educators.

Get Set for the Games
Just under one week to go please keep in contact with the 
Centre during the games period if you will be delayed or if 
your care needs are changing. This includes bringing your 
child earlier than normal so we can support staff child ratio 
as best as possible. 

Parent Check in Session
Monday 23 April, the next session is a focus on Pre Prep 2! 
Come along and have a chat to Miss Teresa and review some 
policies.  These sessions have been great so far. One of the 
actions from these meetings is that we have uploaded to the 
ELC tab on the College website, a publication called Staying 
Healthy in Childcare. This publication is one that we use for 
infectious illness and the management of these conditions.  
Parents can now look up any childhood condition and find 
out more about it these conditions and their management. 
www.salc.qld.edu.au

Bronwyn Waters
ELC Director

http://www.salc.qld.edu.au


What an exciting month we have had exploring the wonders 
of nature in our kindy environment.  Pre Prep 1 has been 
busy observing the life cycle of the Australian Crow Butterfly 
in an enclosure in our room. It has been so wonderful to see 
each stage of the life cycle, the excitement and anticipation 
from the children as they look in the enclosure each day to 
see the changes.  As a class we have been recording our 
findings about each stage: egg, caterpillar, chrysalis and 
butterfly. 

This interest has extended into lots of learning experiences 
and the children have enjoyed reading books, making insect 
art and craft and also bug hunting in the outdoor playground.  

We have also been enjoying caring for our garden at Kindy 
and have just started planting some new plants to care for 
and watch grow. We are growing cherry tomatoes and 
beans at the moment. We have also been creating a new 
outdoor learning space so we can engage in both indoor and 
outdoor learning activities throughout the day. The children 
have enjoyed participating in some science experiments this 

term. We have been looking at what plants need to help 
them grow and colour mixing investigations.  

We had crazy hair day to support the Leukaemia Foundation. 
It was so wonderful to see so many families get involved and 
help raise money and awareness for this amazing charity.  
On this same day we visited the St Andrews Aged Care 
home. The children sang some beautiful songs and read 
some stories with the residents. It was beautiful to see the 
joy shared by all, young and old. 

Pre Prep 1

something that provides an enormous opportunity to explore 
math concepts of measurement, quantity and the ability to 
explore the processes involved. It plays a role of learning 
about nutrition too. We invite our families to share some 
favourite recipes with us, where we could make them with 
the children and encourage you to spend a morning with us.

Drawing has been a big part of our monthly learning. Starting 
with basic skills that supports the children in developing the 
ability to hold a pencil, develop interpretations and express 
their knowledge on paper. It’s a way to form connections 
between their learning and enhances their ability to share 
in success.

Please feel free to contribute or participate in our program 
any way you can. Your input is vital as part of our ongoing 
growth.

REMINDERS:
• Please check if you child has a tag on their bag - for wet/

soiled clothes to collect
• Make the most of XPLOR, communicate to us about your 

child’s learning, ideas or news that is important to you 
and your family. This can occur by uploading a photo or 
sharing a comment on your child’s observation.  Please 
see us if you need some help with this.

• Remember to name you child’s belongings to assist us in 
returning items to the right owner.

Please check your child’s St Andrews shirt for a name 
“Forster“on the collar as one of our Junior Kindy friends 
is missing his shirt which may have accidently slipped into 
someone’s bag.

Miss Stephanie, Miss Jana, Miss Cathy, Miss Olivia



As Term 1 ends, we look back on some of the highlights and 
valuable moments in Pre Prep 2. We have had a busy month 
with lots of interests and discussions relating to friendships, 
our bodies and the outdoors.  More recently, the children 
have enjoyed learning more about their bodies and the ways 
they can keep them happy and healthy. Jess’ mum (who 
is a nutritionist) came in to talk to the children about the 
essential five food groups and the importance of nutrition 
and physical activity for feeling good and staying healthy.

The letter of the week is progressing well and the children 
are having fun searching for things around the room that 
start with that letter. 

This month Yoga has become a regular part of our morning 
routine. The children love finding their own space on the 
carpet and enjoy attempting some of the more challenging 
poses and positions.   Yoga helps to:
• Develop body awareness.
• Helps children learn how to use their bodies in a healthy 

way.
• Manage stress/anxiety through breathing, awareness, 

Pre Prep 2

meditation and healthy movement.
• Builds concentration.
• Increase their confidence and positive self-image.

We welcome any families who would like to help or share 
their talents in yoga with the children.

The Unit of Inquiry (Who we are) this term has been a great 
way for the children to get to know each other and look 
at their own families and self-identity. During the unit, the 
children have explored their families, their physical features 
(self-portraits, eye colour, and height) cultural beliefs and 
how they have changed. The family book has also been a 
great way for the children to get to know each other and 
make connections with their peers. We have had many 
conversations during group time and throughout the day 
about keeping our friends buckets full and the ways we can 
do this.

Miss Teresa, Miss Mardi and Miss Emily 

Over the last week we have had an interest in robots. We have 
been using the Bee Bots as a fun way to explore how robots 
can be programmed to follow directions. Some children 
have also used their imagination, creativity to design and 
make their own box collage robots using recycled materials. 

Thanks for a wonderful start to our year.  We appreciate all 
the parent involvement and interest in our kindy program 
and the learning that’s happening in the room. We recognise 
and encourage parent involvement so please let us know if 
you can contribute to our program in any way. 

Reminders 
• Please help your child to sign in their name each morning 

and place their photo on the wall.  Please assist your 
child in putting their picture on the next number and 
not at their favourite number. We are using this as an 
experience to teach, left to right, number recognition 
and as a counting experience and we appreciate your 
support with this.

Miss Renee and Miss Stacey. 

Nurse News
Hi everyone,
My name is Alisa Hall and I recently joined the team at St 
Andrews as the College Nurse. I look forward to working in 
partnership with you in regards to health matters for your 
children. In my role I look after the College from ELC right 
through to Year 12. So I am buckled in for the schooling ride 
with you!

As the seasons start to change, so too the germs it seems! I 
often get questions about how long their children should be 
away for if they are unwell. Some medical conditions require 
exclusion from school or child care to prevent the spread 
of infectious diseases among staff and children. There are 
minimum exclusion periods for infectious conditions for 
schools, pre-schools and child care centres to meet the 
requirements of the Public Health Act 2005. Some more 
information can be found at http://conditions.health.qld.
gov.au/HealthCondition/condition/14/119/47/Exclusion-
times-for-infectious-childhood-conditions

Let’s look after each other and do to each other what we 
would want others to do to us, if your child is sick please 
keep them at home until they are feeling better. If you are 
unsure if they should be attending, Bronwyn or I are happy 
to chat with you and help you make that decision.

I am looking forward to meeting you at some point and 
please feel free to contact me if I can assist you at all.

Warm Regards
Alisa Hall
College Nurse
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