
Wow! What a crazy few weeks it has been. Thank you 
to everyone who supported the get ready for the FETE  
week last week. We raised almost enough to cover the 
cost of the slime stall. We appreciate your help. It was a  
fun week, with the United Nations Happiness Day on the 
Wednesday. We were not sure if it was the crazy hair day or 
the full moon, but crazy hair day was crazy and full of colour 
and laughter. Harmony Day was a wonderful celebration of 
diversity and acceptance and our collage activity outside was 
a huge success.
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Care packages for the troops serving overseas was well 
supported with 5 boxes being sent off with cards and 
pictures from the children. 

Support visits from Jodie Watkins from ‘Minds and Me’: 
Jodie has had several visits to the ELC over the past few 
weeks, meeting with the team and suggesting some 
additional strategies to help our children manage their big  
emotions and day to day challenges. We look forward 
to continuing to work with Jodie and in partnership with 
families.

Visitors from the Malaysian Lutheran Church: On Monday 
25 March we had 8 visitors from Malaysia visit our service to  
look at our program and environment. It was very interesting 
hearing about Early Learning Services in Malaysia and their 
school environment and a pleasure to show case our ELC.

Easter Egg competition at the Pines Shopping Centre: The 
children have been busy decorating a large egg that will be 
a part of the Pines Easter Egg competition. For our centre 
to be in the running to win $1000.00 , please visit the Pines 
to vote for our Egg, fEach school will be given voting cards 

for distribution to students and their families, or alternatively 
you can vots via the iPad located at The Pines display.

Quality Improvement Plan: Watch this space! By now I’m 
sure you have seen the new blackboard in the hallway.We 
will soon be recording our quality improvement actions and 
plans on this board for everyone’s input. We are currently in 
the process of receiving quotes for some minor playground 
improvements, in particular garden improvements. 

UPCOMING EVENTS:
• Parent Talk – Helping little people manage big emotions 

New date: Thursday 2 May in the Ruth Butler Theatre, 
top of the College;

• Photo Day – Monday 1 April, return your envelopes and 
pre pay photos;

• Crazy Sock Day - Tuesday 2 April, for Bryce and Super 
Max Turtle;

• Uncle Allan Visit - Tuesday 9 April;

• Easter Bonnet Parade - Tuesday 16 April, 2.30 pm all 
welcome to attend;

• Aged Care Visit - Wednesday 17 April, Pre Prep 1;

• Major Boxsell and Corporal Hamer Visit - Tuesday 23 
April, the ELC from 9.30am; and 

• Anzac Day Service in College - Wednesday 24 April, 
for Pre Prep classes 2pm. 

Bronwyn Waters
ELC Director



We have been exploring changes to our routine to support the 
needs of our class. Our flexibility creates a more harmonious 
environment where all needs can be met. Morning tea is 
available after 9am as the children start to explore inside 
experiences or continue with outside adventures. 

Our morning group times have been successful with 
opportunities to dance, perform large actions, sing songs 
and connect with others.  The children have  also  been 
exposed to a variety of traditional music from different 
cultures and some of their favourite action songs. We have 
explored Irish and Russian dancing, Japanese songs and 
Yugumbeh language.

Junior Kindy have continued their interest in role play. Their 
ideas have been expressed sharing imagination, playing 
families and exploring identity with dress ups. Even a 
hairdressing salon was developed. This area continues to 
change as the children lead their ideas in different directions. 
Please keep an eye out for interests, where you can support 
us. 

Crazy Hair Day was a big success as the children shared 
laughter about our bright coloured painted hair, hair bands, 
feathers and clips. Harmony Day also representing who we 
are at the ELC, supporting diversity and the children’s sense 
of belonging.  

We have observed the children showing an awareness of 
their name and lots of questions about the letters that make 
up their name. To promote further learning  we have been 
providing name tags to become familiar with print and 
developing their ability to strengthen drawing skills. 

There has been an ongoing confidence in using scissors, 
playdough, paper and magazines. These skills prepare the 
children in a variety of everyday tasks which leads us to 
working on whole class goals. We have recently set up a 
display on the corkboard above the lockers representing 
our current goals for the group. This will be used to display 
the children’s progress and increasing strength in these 
areas. It will be a chance where you can add comments and 
contribute to our learning and program. 

We will also be using the term goal forms that you completed  
to support the room as a whole. The children really engaged 
with some wildlife with our recent visit from the wildlife 
rangers who presented us with a hands on experience, 
discovering new facts and how to stay safe and care for 
these animals.

Junior
Kindy

A group collage was on offer sharing conversations about 
our families and who this might include. We looked at 
figurines and puppets to promote positive conversations 
about diversity and kindness which continued throughout 
our day to day learning. 



Pre Prep 1
What a marvellous month March has been in Pre Prep 1. We 
had an exciting visit from Wild Rangers, Wildlife Encounters 
where the children got to see, touch and learn about a range 
of native Australian animals. The children had the opportunity 
to meet some reptiles, mammals and birds and learn about 
where they live, what they eat and interesting facts like how 
they protect themselves.  The show also included simple key 
messages about how we can help protect our native wildlife 
and what to do if you see these animals in our backyard.  The 
children were all very courageous and held a python, they 
also enjoyed touching and meeting a blue tongue skink, an 
eastern long necked turtle, tawny frogmouth, squirrel glider, 
a beaded dragon and a saltwater crocodile.

We would like to invite our families to contribute wherever 
possible. If you would like to share any talents, experiences, 
stories or ideas please do so. We welcome families to assist 
us in cooking for the homeless and supporting “walk with 
us,” community. Please let us know if you’re available.
Thankyou!

REMINDER: 
• Please remember a piece of fruit or vegetable for our 

shared morning tea;
• Grapes are seen as a choking hazard for children under 

3, please support this by slicing them for our morning 
tea platter; and

• To label all clothing.

Junior Kindy Team
Miss Stephanie, Miss Jana, Miss Stacey, Miss Ellie

Our doctor’s area is still very popular with the children and 
we were lucky to have Benjamin’s Mum come into Kindy and 
teach us some basic CPR skills and show us a defibrillator.  
The children had a turn at practicing CPR on the special dolls.  
We also learnt about calling ‘000’ in an emergency.

Lennox’s Mum donated some medical supplies from her work 
for us to use in our play. We learnt that the hospital gives 
unneeded and clean supplies to Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary 
animal hospital to help care for the injured wildlife.  This was 
a lovely connection for the children to learn especially after 
meeting some Australian wildlife recently.  We appreciate 
parent involvement and interest in our kindy program and 
the learning that is happening in our room.  We recognise 
and encourage parent involvement so please let us know if 
we can contribute in any way.

We had lots of fun celebrating Harmony Day this month, 
together we enjoyed reading stories, singing songs, making 
an orange Harmony Day banner and creating a collage of 
ourselves to display.  We dressed in orange the official colour 
of Harmony day and celebrated the message ‘everyone 
belongs.’

At Kindy we celebrate cultural diversity and the notion of 
belonging everyday as part of our daily program and our 
current unit of inquiry ‘who we are.’ Celebrating Harmony 
Day at Kindy was another wonderful way to raise awareness 
of Australia’s cultural diversity and create appreciation and 
respect for the many differences we each bring to our 
community, the ELC and our class.



Pre Prep 2

What a great month we have had in Pre Prep 2. Over the 
course of the month we have had many exciting things 
transpire in our room which has made our days happier 
and full of fun! Earlier in the month we had Anisia (Josiah’s 
mum) and her son Eli volunteer their time and come in and 
cook with the children for our charity ‘Walk With Us’. Anisia 
kindly made the dough at home in her Thermomix and sent 
through a video of her doing this to give the children an 
understanding of the process. The children worked in small 
groups to chop the ingredients while Anisia demonstrated 
how to roll the dough in preparation to assemble the pizzas. 
Cooking provides children with practical experience with 
many essential skills such as fine motor skills (chopping 
and grating), increases confidence and concentration and 
develops mathematical thinking skills such as measurement 
and weight. We look forward to our next cooking experience 
with Anisia or any other families that would like to share 
their talents in the ELC. 

Crazy Hair Day and Harmony Day were very successful with  
lots of children representing their craziness with some  
fantastic hair colours, accessories, t-shirts and wigs. Harmony 
Day is an important day to help celebrate our cultural diversity. 
It is a day of cultural respect and discusses the message 
that “everyone belongs” which plays an important role in 
the Early Learning Centre Community. Over these days, the 

REMINDERS:
• Please remember to place a piece of fruit in the morning 

tea bowl each day for our shared morning tea.  
• We are still missing a few family photos on our wall.  If 

it is easier you can email a photo to us and we can print 
it off for you, we would love to see all our families up 
on our wall.

Miss Renee and Miss Estela 

We also investigated some different fruits this month. Alice 
brought in some kiwi berries for us to taste and Evie brought 
in a basket of bananas from her banana tree at home to 
share with the class, which we used to make delicious  
banana smoothies. We also tasted the pineapple that 
had been growing in our Kindy garden.  After tasting the 
pineapple we observed the roots of the pineapple and 
how it grows and planted another back into our garden. 
Evie’s family have kindly donated a banana tree and some 
seeds for us to plant here at Kindy and the children are 
looking forward to watching these grow and care for them 
throughout the year. 



Days of sinificance
 February / March

APRIL

1  ELC Photos 

2  Crazy Sock Day Bryce and Super   
 Max Turtle - Gold coin donation

9 Uncle Allan

16  Easter Bonnet Parade 2.30pm 

17 Pre Prep Aged Care Visit 

MAY
9 Kindy High Tea Celebration 

11 Mother’s Day – Kindy Celebration 
 High Tea Thurs 9 

21  Mufti Day 

23 National Storytime 11am

26 National Sorry Day- 
 A commemoration and remembrance of all those 
 who have been impacted by the government  
 policies  of forcible removal that resulted in the  
 Stolen Generations (Australia)

27 National Reconciliation Week

27 Aged Care Visit ELC 

29 Uncle Allan

children enjoyed hand painting, songs and Harmony Day 
group games which focused on our families cultures and 
interests. 

The Wildlife Rangers visit was also a huge hit at the Centre 
this month. The children enjoyed seeing and touching a 
range of native animals such as reptiles, mammals and 
birds. Dionne who is a Wildlife Ranger spent the morning 
educating the children about the importance of protecting 
our wildlife and their habitats.  

Throughout the month we have also been working with the 
children to explore lots of individual interests and ideas. The 
children have thoroughly enjoyed not only learning more 
about themselves but also about the other children in our 
class. We have continued our discussions relating to our unit 
of inquiry: ‘Who We Are’ (Many things make me who I am). 

Over the past few weeks, during our circle time and 
throughout the day the children have put on their thinking 
caps and become researchers in an attempt to find out what 
organisations or communities they belong too. We have 
witnessed many discussions (from the photo provocations of 
the organisations) which has helped the children to express 
their thoughts and ideas and provide rich conversations with 
each other and other educators.

Just a few reminders
• Bring a piece of fruit/vegetable to share for morning tea 

every day
• Spare clothes (clearly named)

• Drink bottle;
• Appropriate clothing (e.g. sun safe T-shirts/tops);
• Alternate Tuesday’s and Thursday’s Music;
• Wednesday (library day) please wear closed in shoes; 

and
• Friday – little big sports and Japanese.

Until next time, 
Miss Teresa and Miss Mardi 



https://www.terracycle.com/en-
AU/contests/colgategardenvoting

To find out more about the Colgate Community Garden Challenge and for full terms and conditions, visit 
www.terracycle.com.au/colgategarden. If you have any further questions, call TerraCycle on 1800 983 324

Terracycle.com.au/colgategardenvoting

Our school is competing in the
Colgate Community Garden Challenge!

The schools that collect  the most 
oral care waste and online votes can 
win a recycled community garden set!

Vote for us online and track our 
school’s ranking at :

Toothpaste 
tubes and caps

Toothbrushes Toothbrush and 
toothpaste tube 
outer packaging

Floss 
containers

3
4

1

2
We collect any brand of used: 

Authorised under NSW Permit No LTPS/18/30896, SA No T18/2301 and ACT Permit No TP18/02559 

HELP OUR SCHOOL WIN 
A COMMUNITY GARDEN!

https://myschoolconnect.
com.au/rafflestandrews

The   Parents   and   Friends   Committee   of   
St  Andrews  Lutheran   College  are   Raffling   a

   Brand   New  Car.

Major Prize of a Brand New White 
Hyundai Accent (Auto) including first 
year registration, compulsory 3rd 
party insurance, stamp duty, and
all taxes - Prize valued at $22,126  
thanks to our sponsors the Frizelle 
Sunshine Automotive Group

Runner-up Prizes of a Weekend 
Luxury Car Experience valued at 
$500.00 each

1 x 

2 x 

Prizes are Drawn at 3pm at the Fete (if the winner is present 
at the draw, they also will win a bonus $100 fuel voucher); 
The Major Prize will be drawn first, then followed by the 
two runner up prizes.

https://myschoolconnect.com.au/ra�estandrews

Ticket Sales close 
11/5/2019 at 12pm 
sharp or unless all 

tickets are sold prior 
to this time

The Winners will be notified in person, via telephone, or email; Please note that the following people are not eligible to enter the draw: Members of the Parents 
and Friends Committee; Persons directly engaged with the organisation of the College Fete; Senior Leadership Staff of the College; College Council members, 
and; Members of the immediate family (i.e. Spouse / family members residing at the same premises) of a person listed above.

BUY NOW



EASTER EGG DECORATION COMPETITION 

HELP OUR SCHOOL 
WIN $1000

AND WIN $100 PINES VOUCHER 
FOR YOU TO SPEND IN-CENTRE!

1st - 28th April 2019
Visit the display near Famous Footwear at The Pines Elanora 

and pop your completed vote into the entry barrel.

EASTER EGG DECORATION
VOTING CARD

Favourite school design:

Voters Name:

Phone Number:

One lucky voter will win a $100 Pines Gift Voucher 
to spend at The Pines Elanora.


