
WOW! May already. What a fantastic experience the 
Commonwealth Games were for the children and for the 
commute to and from the service. Wish the roads were 
that good every day! It was great seeing the children 
getting involved, talking about the different sports and 
going to events.  Borobi was very popular with the children. 
Our mini games were a lot of fun and a bit crazy but the 
children embraced the activities and surprised us with their  
resilience and perseverance in completing all the experiences.

NEW CHILD CARE SUBSIDY 
Child Care Subsidy System is fast approaching. If you have 
not updated your information to the Family Assistance  
Office please log onto your or MYGOV account or your 
online Centrelink app to update information and complete 
the call for action. It is important that all the information 
you supply is accurate and correct. Ensure that you allow 
travel time and those volunteering hours / study hours if not 
working full time. If you don’t update your information you 
will not receive any subsidy come Monday 2 July. As soon 
as we have all our information finalised we will release the 
information regarding change in fees and sessions moving 
forward. We will be introducing a session of care only for 
families with limited hours of approval. Families that are 
approved for 50 hours will see no change in hours of care  
provided and sessional care will not be available to these 
families. Family Assistance office/CCS will withhold 5% of the 
subsidy each week, so families will have to pay that amount 
themselves, and then if they have no debt with Centrelink  
by the end of the financial year they will get all of that  
paid out to them then. I have attached a short explanation 
from CCMS about this at the end of the newsletter.

FAMILY CHECK IN SESSION 
We have changed the date for the next session Monday  
11 June, 9.30am.  Hope you can make it. Guest speaker is 
Miss Teresa from PP2.
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ANZAC DAY Wednesday 25 April I was so proud to see so 
many ELC children and families march with the College in 
Burleigh Heads. It was so cute watching Elaina and Carter lay 
the ELC wreath with the College Captains. The children and 
staff’s handprints formed the wreath.

MOTHER’S DAY morning tea was a very relaxing and 
special day on Friday 11 May. Thank you to all the wonderful 
women for changing your plans to come along and let the 
children celebrate your special day with you. It was a terrific 
morning. 



This month just flew by, but Junior Kindy have been deep 
into the inquiry and discovery process. We spent the first 
half of Term continuing to work on our goals, including 
fine motor, creative, self help and enhancing our social skills 
by connecting with new friends. We have recently set up 
a display to share our ongoing progress and how we are 
achieving these. This is an opportunity for you to share 
ideas and form connections between learning from Kindy 
and home. Please use the provided paper and pen to leave 

a comment and get involved in our ongoing learning. This is 
located on the wall beside the bathroom door. In addition 
to our display, the children have been actively involved in  
looking and adding to their portfolios. The children help to 
decide important work, photos and art which they would 
like to have included. This is available at all times for you to 

Junior
Kindy

Last week we welcomed three new relief staff to our ELC 
family to cover staff whilst on annual leave, sick leave and 
professional development. Their photos have been added to 
our photo wall in the foyer and signs are placed on the doors 
to let you know about change in staffing. We do our best to 
find the best staff to provide warm relationships and stability 
for your children. 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Over the next few weeks we have a number of staff 
attending professional development to ensure we are 
upskilling and providing the best possible care environments 
for your children. We value and support staff continuing 
to develop skills and build knowledge. Staff will share their 
takeaways with all staff at our staff meetings and we will 
share information with families as suitable. 

UNDER 8’S WEEK 
Please come along to Trinity Lutheran College at Ashmore 
on Saturday 26 May to celebrate under 8’s week. The ELC 
staff will be joining Trinity Lutheran College and a number of 
other child care centres to put on a morning of celebration 
for children.  Small Sports will also join us in running a soccer 
program along with a jumping castle, crazy hair and face 
painting. This is a free event from 9-11am. 

AGED CARE CONNECTION 
We are building our connection with St Andrews Aged Care 
and are very excited to have the residents now coming to visit 
us in the coming weeks. This is such a special opportunity for 
everyone involved. Our last visit has seen the children listen 
to a gentleman who is 100 years young, play the harmonica 
and sing in Scottish. The children and staff were so moved 

and these are memories that are unforgettable. When we 
visit the aged care and when they visit the service, we apply 
strong hygiene measures to protect everyone. 

Have a great month!

Bronwyn Waters
ELC Director



We have been enjoying all the excitement of the 
Commonwealth Games over the past few weeks. With 
our very own Miss Kerrie coming in as a guest speaker to 
show us her uniform and to share information about her 
role as a volunteer at the 2018 Gold Coast Commonwealth 
Games. Robin also shared the mascot ‘Borobi’ and we 
learnt the Borobi dance. Last week the ELC held our own 
Commonwealth Games and the children had the opportunity 
to participate in lots of events, including egg and spoon, 
relays, discus throwing and many more. 

Pre Prep 1

explore with  your child. Please feel free to leave a message 
or add to their learning, as your input is really valued 
each and every day. We have introduced lots of natural 
and recycled materials into the classroom. “Loose Parts,” 
promote creative ideas, imagining, teamwork, increased 
communication and problem solving. This is something 
that Junior Kindy friends have really been able to express  
and extend these skills further. These items have included, 
wood, recycled cardboard boxes, pipes and tubes, leaves, 
fabric, rocks and sticks. These materials provide a range  
of child-led learning opportunities.

Our exploration of materials and nature, led us into 
examining our respect and care for our environment not  
only through recycling and feeding the worms, but planting 
new seeds and watering the garden. This has provided the 
children with a sense of ownership of their environment 
and developed their knowledge about the impact we have 
on it. A large group of children continue to express their 
ideas about working, fixing and building which led us to an 
opportunity to use real tools, including hammer, nails and 
wood, providing a chance to explore ‘ risk,’ and teach life 
skills.

Our big focus has also been self help skills. With guidance,  
and support from the educators and their peers, the 
children assist in dressing and undressing themselves as their  
skills strengthen. They have also been helping one another 
to make their beds, and pack their belongings in their bags.  
We have watched a progressive growth with the group’s 
independence in putting their own shoes on. Providing  
a demonstration, time and encouragement has proved  
that we have a class full of capable independent Junior  
Kindy students.

Our Japanese lessons have been providing the opportunity 
to connect our learning throughout the rest of the week. 
We have been learning the words that involve gardening. 
We are becoming more confident with greetings and 
sharing in familiar songs, including ‘Head and Shoulders’, 
‘Mary Had A Little Lamb’, ‘Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star’ and 
enhancing our knowledge of colours and numbers. We have 
been introducing Japanese words on other days to support 
everyone’s exposure to different languages.

REMINDERS:

• Please remember to label your child’s clothes. 

• Pop a piece of fruit or vegetable in the bowl for our 
shared morning tea.

• With the weather becoming cooler, please provide 
warmer clothes and spare clothing.

• If you are missing any belongings please check on top 
of the lockers.

Miss Stephanie, Miss Jana, Miss Cathy, Miss Olivia



What a great month it has been so far! We have been busy 
exploring our Unit of Inquiry, preparing to pamper the special 
people in our lives for mother’s day and also spending time 
getting to know the wider community by visiting St Andrews 
Aged Care. Our Unit of Inquiry this term is well under way 
and the children have enjoyed learning more about the 
environment. We have been looking at our central idea of: 
We share the planet with many animals and our actions can 
affect their survival. The inquiry has given the children an 
opportunity to broaden their vocabulary and learn more 
about words such as habitat, responsibility, environment  
and pollution. We were lucky enough to get some new 
resources for our room, which have helped the children  
with their inquiry. 

A few weeks ago, Pre Prep 2 visited St Andrews Aged Care. 
It was lovely to see the smiling faces of the residents and 
provide them with some much needed laughter and joy. The 
children had fun singing songs and sharing stories with the 
residents, and particularly enjoyed meeting Jimmy who is 
over 100 years old and still plays the harmonica.

Pre Prep 2

This was a fun way to celebrate the special event that 
happened in our home community and was really enjoyed 
by all of the children. 

Continuing with our community links we had a visit from a 
local police officer who talked to us about his role as a police 
officer and showed us his police car. The children were so 
excited to hear about the equipment that police officers use 
and to see the lights and car up close. Pre Prep 1 were lucky 
to receive a police car escort back to the ELC after the visit 
and we got to hear the siren as we waved goodbye. 

We have had lots of children show an interest in stories this 
month and making their own books. The children have also 
been busy setting up their own puppet show and theatre 
where they have been retelling familiar stories with the 

puppets and wooden characters and performing songs. It 
has been wonderful to see the children’s confidence grow 
this Term.

JUST A REMINDER

• Please bring a piece of fruit everyday to share for 
morning tea.

• Let us know if you can contribute in any way to our 
program. We love involving families in our program and 
making links to the community. 

Miss Renee and Miss Stacey



Days of significance compiled by the service management, Educators and with the use of cultural section of enrolment forms as well as further family input. Stored GDrive: 
2018 days of significance 

 

 

  MAY 
23 National Storytime 11am 

26 National Sorry Day - A commemoration and 
remembrance of all those who have been impacted 
by the government policies of forcible removal that 
resulted in the Stolen Generations (Australia) 

30 Aged Care visit PP1 

DAYS OF SIGNIFICANCE  

2 
0 
1 
8 

JUNE 
3 Mabo Day- Commemorates the courageous efforts of 

Eddie Koiki Mabo to overturn the fiction of 
terra nullius, land belonging to no-one 
(Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island) 

11 Family check in day 9.30am PP2 Miss Teresa 
Speaker 

21 St Andrews aged Care Visit PP2 

 

JULY 
3 National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance          

Committee (NAIDOC) week begins 

29 ELC Community Church Service  

AUGUST 
1 National Healthy Bones Week 

6-12 Multi-cultural Festival week in ELC 

17 RSPCA cupcake day ELC 

18-24 Children’s Book Week 

13-24 Premiers Reading Challenge 

30 Father’s Day Breakfast ELC 

To help foster and build on the children’s communication 
skills, we introduced some whisper phones into book corner. 
The whisper phones are a listening tool that helps children 
develop confidence, an incentive to read and share special 
moments with their peers. The phones have helped children 
to ‘hear their own voice’ as it funnels directly down the pipe 
into their ear. 

THIS MONTH WE HAVE ALSO BEEN BUSY  
WORKING ON

• Pre writing experiences  (to help with name writing ). 

• Letter of the week. 

• The family book: our friends in Pre Prep 2 have enjoyed 
sharing special memories with their friends. The family 
book has been slowly circulating and will be sent home 
with every child at some point this year. 

• Filling our friends buckets and making sure we are  
all happy.

• Team work and taking responsibility for our belongings.

REMINDERS 

• Please remember to pack a jumper and shoes as it is 
getting cooler in the afternoons.

• Bring a piece of fruit every day to share. 

Miss Teresa, Miss Mardi and Miss Emily








