
It is truly amazing and remarkable that we come to an end 
of another wonderful year.  This year has certainly gone 
exceptionally fast. We have had some wonderful moments 
throughout the year.  Thank you for your family’s ongoing 
support, encouragement and participation. St Andrews ELC 
is a magical place in my eyes.  I love seeing the children grow 
and blossom throughout the year and relationships build 
and flourish.  The parent connections that are made and the 
start of lifelong friendships. I hope as your children move 
through to school together you will cherish the years in the 
ELC. This year we say good-bye to a large number of families 
that have been with the service since the very beginning, 
three years on and I can say it is a privilege and honour to 
have cared for your children during this time.  The majority 
of the team have also had this privilege and we wish you all 
the very best.  Stay in touch. 

As the year draws to a close it is still very busy right to the 
end, this week sees the start of the Christmas celebrations 
and transition to new rooms for children. Please help 
Kerrie and myself by returning enrolment forms and fee 
agreements. It is a requirement that all children have 
enrolment forms completed and returned. Please bring in 
your child’s updated immunisation statement if they have 
had recent immunisations.

Transition to rooms and closure: The centre will close at 
6pm on Thursday 21 December and re-open on Monday 8 

ELC Newsletter
Issue 10

ELC News

January.  No fees are charged during this time.  It is parent’s 
responsibility to stop any direct debits on your pay pal account 
by logging onto your pay pal account and checking on your 
MyXplor.com via your desktop. Children who are moving 
rooms will commence in their new room week starting 8 
January. We feel that this will be a smooth transition for 
children fresh from the break. 

Fees to commence in January 2018 are $96.00 in Junior 
Kindy room and $93.00 in Pre Prep room. We have set fees 
at a competitive rate to ensure the highest quality of care 
and environment that can be provided. We have decided not 
to introduce sessional rates until the new Child Care system 
(CCS) is introduced on 2 July, 2018. More information will 
be provided in 2018 on these session times. 

Playground: Over the Christmas break we will have a small 
playground makeover to ensure that the environment is 
challenging and safe for your children. I am a little excited 
about the new double slide and mud pit! The Junior School 
is also undergoing some works to the play spaces near the 
Prep and Library buildings, please be aware of changed 
traffic conditions from Tuesday 5 December until school 
returns late January.  The top car park area will become a 
two-way zone with U-turn bay in the first car space near the 
disabled car space.  Please watch your children and travel 
slowly whilst these works are being completed.  

Staff Proffesional Development: In the coming two 
weekends the team are undertaking two full days of 
professional development.  We have guest speakers coming 
in to undertake our professional development. We have 
Uncle Allan developing deeper cultural competence training 
and Behaviour Guidance training and we will be completing 
our full first aid certificate course. 

Gift of gratitude: If you would like to join some of the 
families in purchasing a joint Coles/Myer gift card for staff 
members please place your donation in an envelope with the 
staff members name on it and hand it to myself in the office 
please. The funds will be combined and presented to staff 
mid December. Cards are on the front reception desk for 
you to write a note of thanks. This is something that parents 
have arranged in the past and it is not intended to pressure 
families into contributing or purchasing a gift for staff. There 
is no pressure for families to participate.

Christmas Rosies Friends on the Street Appeal. For the 
past three years, on behalf of the families/staff and children 
in the ELC, we have collected gifts for children and adults 
and taken them to Rosie’s outreach centre in Southport.  We 
will continue to support those on the Coast that are less 
fortunate than we are this Christmas.  If you would like to 
contribute a gift to be donated on behalf of your family or 
donate some non-perishable food items, please place under 
the tree. We will then deliver to Rosies before Christmas.  



We have been exploring number concepts throughout the 
month.

The children have been initiating their own ideas, using 
stones to count and sort. This was extended throughout the 
program and into the wooden block area, where the children 
have expressed their creativity while supporting each other 
and sharing ideas.

With this interest, we explored the children’s understanding 
of what numbers look like and how quantity represents each 
one. We used flash cards, stones and small blocks. Some of 
our friends decided to extend their skills further by practising 
to write their interpretation of each number. 

Junior
Kindy

Drawing has continued to be a strength for Junior Kindy 
friends, where it is regularly requested. We have watched 
as the children developed confidence as their pictures form 
more detail and their pre-writing skills start to take form. 
 
The children have expressed their imagination with a love of 
dressing up and sharing ideas as role play which is a large 
part of Junior Kindy learning. These social skills also support 
the children’s sense of resilience and respect for one another 
in working through the many social circles.  We shared in a 
special morning with our grandparents, engaging in activities 
and making new memories. We have thoroughly enjoyed 
getting to know you and your family.  

Thankyou to all our families who worked so closely with us. 
We look forward to sharing in the Christmas festivities with 
you as we celebrate the year.

From the Junior Kindy team, we want to thank you for a year 
of achievement, where we had the opportunity to support 
your child through many areas of development as they 
became confident, creative individuals with the skills needed 
to be enthusiastic active learners.

We look forward to watching the Junior Kindy class move in 
leaps and bounds as another year begins.

Miss Stephanie, Miss Jana, and  Miss Emily

Once again thank you for a wonderful year and we look 
forward to a fantastic 2018.  We wish you and your family a 
wonderful safe and happy holiday. 

Key dates:
• Old McDonald’s Farm visit Thursday 14 December at 

10.00am Junior Kindy, 10.30am PP2 and 11.00am PP1.
• Centre closes on Thursday 21 December at 6.00pm.
• Centre re-open Monday 8 January at 7.00am. 

Bronwyn Waters
ELC Director

Firstly, huge congratulations to our Pre-Prep 1 friends that 
are moving on to Prep next year! Miss Cathy, Miss Stacey 
and Miss Linda will miss all your big, bright smiles, and hope 
you enjoy your adventures into Junior School. We are excited 
to be keeping some of our friends, who will be helping us to 
lead Pre-Prep 1 into a great and successful 2018. 

We have been extremely busy with our transitions to Prep in 

Pre Prep 1



the last couple of months. All our friends have been involved 
in visits to the Prep rooms, learning experiences about 
ways we organise ourselves in our learning environments 
and special visits from Prep teachers. Throughout these 
opportunities, we have been able to ask questions about 
expectations for Prep and the activities they participate in; 
helping to take away some of those nerves we may have. 

During this month, we were also fortunate enough to have 
a special visit from Uncle Allan, our Aboriginal Elder.  The 
children were very excited to be a part of this learning 
experience; most particularly how to make Ochre, as they 
have continued to demonstrate the lessons learnt in the past 
weeks in our outdoor play. Uncle Allan demonstrated to the 
children, how they make fire and create paint (ochre) from 
natural resources. This experience has allowed the children 
to view our natural environment and resources in a different 
way; encouraging them to care for it better. To foster this 
interest in natural creative arts, we have been encouraging 
the children to use the ochre for painting wooden indigenous 

animals to display throughout our room. We look forward to 
future visits with Uncle Allan, allowing our children to have 
the most meaningful experiences, and grow in knowledge of 
Indigenous Culture.

Finally, we wish everyone a safe and joyful Christmas! Over 
our break, we will be thinking of all our friends from the 
Early Learning Centre, and hope God blesses you all with 
a joyful Christmas.  We hope you enjoy your gifts that the 
children have been busy making over the Christmas month!
We look forward to seeing our returning friends, and 
meeting our new friends too! 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

From Miss Linda, Miss Stacey and Miss Cathy!



The past month has been particularly busy with the current 
Unit of Inquiry, the preparation of the children’s transition 
statements and the end of year celebration practice. 
The transition statements are a very important piece of 
information that have been written for the Prep teachers 
to give them an insight into your child’s progress and 
development. It is important that these be passed onto your 
child’s Prep teachers as they will assist the children with their 
transition to school.

Over the past month, the children have enjoyed visiting both 
the Prep rooms and Miss Linda’s room. On our more recent 
visit, the children spent some time working with the Prep 
teachers to talk about the routine and enjoyed having a tour 
around the room as well as munch and crunch. This term our 
Unit of Inquiry: How We Organise Ourselves has helped the 
children develop a deeper understanding into the routines, 
expectations and the general understanding of what it will 
be like when they go to Prep next year or return to the 
ELC.  We have enjoyed making connections with both the 
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St Andrews community as well as some of the other local 
primary schools through letters and google earth. 

Concert preparation has been a big focus during our morning 
group time. The children were extremely excited and could 
not wait to perform in front of all their friends and familiy. 

Finally, thank you all for a fantastic year at St Andrews Early 
Learning Centre. We feel incredibly blessed to have worked 
alongside you and to have taught your children.  It has been 
such a pleasure to see the children grow and develop in 
every aspect. It is going to be very difficult to say goodbye to 
you and the children over the next few weeks and we wish 
you all the best for the future. 

Have a safe and Happy Christmas!

Miss Teresa, Miss Mardi and Miss Sarah 


