
Wow what a busy month June has been! We are so grateful 
to have such a strong connection with the College.  We have 
been immersed with so many talented and caring students 
this month.  We have been fortunate to have had two Year 4 
students Tilly and Eliana come every Wednesday for 40 min-
utes to play with the younger students. We have had Mr OG 
bring the senior students to teach the children to play music 
on drums whilst telling a story and singing.  We had Year 7A 
Japanese students come and tell us a story in Japanese, which 
was fantastic. Years  3 & 4 students have been coming up on 
a regular basis and have been reading stories to the children 
in small groups.  The ELC children also went to the Prep 
classrooms and did a performance in Japanese. Busy month! 

I am proud to let you know that over the past two months 
since introducing Max the Super Turtle to the children in the 
ELC, your kind and generous donations have supported the 
purchase of 11 turtles to be given to children in hospital di-
agnosed with cancer. Thank you so much for supporting this 
wonderful campaign.
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Recently Teresa and I attended some Professional Develop-
ment. The keynote speaker was Maggie Dent who is an au-
thor, educator, parenting and resilience specialist. She has 
a particular interest in the early years and adolescence; she 
spoke about the busy lives that children are leading today. 
It really reminds me as an Educator of the importance of 
Educating not only the children but also families on the im-
portance of letting children be children.  It is very important 
for your children to be at home, have stillness and just be.  
Children only need one extra curricular experience, they do 
not need five in one week, stress and fatigue plays a big part 
in children’s development. If you would like to read more 
about Maggie Dent please go to her website. I have attached 
a link to a PDF based on a book that I am reading, titled 9 
Things, which will be available to borrow from Parent library. 
www.maddiedent.com/blog/9-things-handout-parents/

Quality improvement plan: The ELC’s quality improvement 
plan has recently been updated. If you would like to make 
suggestions please write any comments on the clipboards in 
the hallway under the Quality Areas. We are always looking 
for ways to improve practice and enhance what we do at St 
Andrews.

We are an EGG and NUT free service: Over the past 
month we have seen an increase in these items coming into 
the ELC. This is putting children with serious food allergies at 
risk of having an anaphylactic reaction.  

https://2idp2q1p0smq2686zl161ase-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/9ThingsHandout_forParents.pdf


XPLOR: Thank you for updating your app to the new version 
in early May. We have noticed since the update we have a 
large number of families who are not signing children in, but 
especially out! This is your responsibility as a parent to sign 
your child in and out. Legally you are required to do this for 
your child’s childcare rebate. Please see staff if you are hav-
ing trouble.  Please also inform staff when your child arrives 
and leaves the service.

CCB: The rates and income thresholds for Child Care Ben-
efit (and family payments) are indexed annually each July as 
specified in A New Tax System (Family Assistance) Act 1999.
The Child Care Benefit maximum hourly rate for one child 
will increase by $0.06 to $4.30 an hour with effect from 
Monday 3 July 2017 (the first full child care week in the fi-
nancial year). You may see a few cents change in your child-
care fees.

Health and Safety: Please supervise your children in the 
front foyer area. We have a number of children trying to 
open gates, climb gates and run down the pathway.  I am 
concerned that someone may be seriously injured. We also 
have had a child hurt their arm on the large aluminium gate 
in the entrance please ensure that you are supervising your 
children and talking about safe practices not just at the cen-
tre, and around roads but when you are out and about. 
Thank you to the parents who have their older siblings sit-
ting in the hallway in the afternoons. This practice is working 
very well.

Medication: If your child requires Ventolin or Asthma medi-
cation, we need an Asthma Management Plan completed by 
your child’s doctor. We cannot administer this medication 
without this plan.  Parents are also required to complete oth-
er documentation along with this management plan. Please 
see Bronwyn and or Kerrie if you need more information. 
All medication needs to be handed to a staff member and 
medication forms completed.

Change in staffing: Welcome Linda to the team. We had a 
nice farewell morning tea with Jaime-Lee who is off on her 
new teaching adventure overseas.  Please introduce yourself 
to Linda.  

Rooms 2018: Slow progress is being made, please confirm 
places if you have not done so.  We will be aiming by next 
newsletter to have placements offered to families on the 
waitlist. 

Peter Combe concert: 26th July with Prep children

Bush exploring will be back shortly we are looking forward 
to this adventure with your children. 

We look forward to another wonderful month in the ELC.
 
Bronwyn Waters
ELC Director

We have had many special events throughout the month. 
The children have been able to keep close connections with 
the College and develop confidence as they engage in new 
and interesting opportunities. We thank you for participat-
ing in Pyjama Day and Pirate Day, and assisting us in fund-
raising for some well deserving causes.

We made our way down to the Prep building with Thursdays 
class, we presented to the Prep children the songs we had 
learnt in Japanese. We performed the group song, Twinkle 
Twinkle, Heads and Shoulders and Mary Had a Little Lamb.  
It was a great opportunity to share their achievements with 
others. 

With the children’s strong desire in extending their knowl-
edge in Japanese, we are working on ensuring this is pro-
moted across the week, encouraging everyone to have the 
chance to learn new words, phrases and songs in Japanese. 

The month has landed us with enthusiasm about “marine 
life.” We invited the children to share their knowledge and 
other things they would like to find out about. The children 
have been developing their interpretation skills through 
drawing as we have been reflecting on what we know.

We have been accessing technology and books to further 
this knowledge. Tuesday’s class visited the Library, and we 
borrowed some marine life books to support our learning 
and develop the children’s knowledge of the processes of 
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Pre Prep 1 News
In Pre Prep 1 we have had a busy month, meeting our new 
Teacher and farewelling Miss Jaime-Lee; wishing her all the 
best and safest travels. Our students are excited to email her 
when she has settled in and to learn more about the coun-
tries she has visited. 

I have been warmly welcomed by the parents of the Early 
Learning Centre already, and I look forward to meeting eve-
ryone. I have have been working in education since 2006, 
between childcare, primary education, and finally settling 
in with early year’s education; demonstrating a passion for 
teaching young learners.  If you haven’t had the opportunity 
to stop by and introduce yourself yet, please feel free to do 
so as we always enjoy parent visitors in our room. 

This term our Unit of Inquiry will be looking at the environ-
ments that surround our local community. 

We have begun to use some of the language that we will 
begin to understand and utilise in our unit, such as explore, 
investigate community, and environment.  The children are 
particularly enjoying our investigations of the natural envi-
ronment, and the creatures we are beginning to find within 
it.  We encourage that at home, you begin to talk with your 
child about their surrounding environment and how they en-
joy using it, as this will help us to pursue our Unit of Inquiry.  

In our room, you may begin to notice some changes to our 
routine and classroom layout.  We are beginning to encour-
age the children to leave their hats in the centre.  Every child 
has a hat box (located at the back door of our classroom) to 
leave their hats, this is to ensure our friends have a hat for 
play each time they are here. Miss Linda has also been help-
ing our friends pack all their belongings into their bag at the 
end of each day, including their lunchboxes. This is to help 

Reminders: 
• don’t forget to sign your child in and out 

to support our legal requirements
• continue to use our communication book, 

to pass on a message or a reminder
• remember we are nut and egg free, as 

we have children who are at risk of ana-
phylaxis

what it means to borrow a book. We have developed knowl-
edge of the marine life such as what they look like, where 
we could see them and what they eat.

We continued from last month to engage in different cook-
ing experiences as we promote healthy eating and explore 
maths concepts through measurement and following a reci-
pe. Please share with us your favourite recipes. 

Small group opportunities have continued to be very effective 
in assisting the group with their learning, emotions, relation-
ships and developing confidence. We are taking advantage 
of all areas to support a relaxed and supportive environment.

Miss Stephanie, Miss Jana, Miss Emily and Miss Cathy



We have now hit the half way mark. I have enjoyed meeting 
up with most of you for parent teacher interviews. Thank 
you for your time. It has been such a pleasure to see how far 
each child has grown in the last six months. 

Miss Teresa, Miss Mardi and Miss Sarah

Reminders: 
• We would also like to ask that the chil-

dren refrain from bringing multiple toys to 
school. We ask that if your child requires 
a comforter during rest time that they are 
kept in their bags until this time. This also 
supports the children in preparing for 
Prep next year.  

• Please ensure you pack shoes and a 
jumper. 

• Bring one piece of fruit to share with the 
class.

Pre Prep 2 News
This month we wrapped up our current Unit of Inquiry, which 
the children thoroughly enjoyed. We extended the children’s 
thinking and delved deeper into the unit, unpacking the cen-
tral idea of the many different ways in which stories can be 
told. During this unit, we had the pleasure of many guests 
and visitors who helped the children understand the key con-
cepts of how stories can be told from different perspectives. 
The children also enjoyed adventures to the Aged Care, the 
Robotics room and the Prep classrooms to sing “The Rolling 
Rice Ball” song that we learnt in Japanese. Next term we 
will be looking at the inquiry into Sharing the Planet. This 
unit will focus on the central idea of: The choices we make 
impact our environment. This unit should be an interesting 
one, which may lead us in many different directions. 

Over the past month, we have been revisiting the concept 
of friendship. Many books we have read have focused on 
this theme to encourage the children to continue to develop 
their understanding of how to be a kind and caring friend. 
Throughout these group time discussions and stories, ques-
tioning and prompting have been used. These strategies 
have been used in order to develop an awareness of the 
reciprocal nature of rights and responsibilities of relation-
ships. Please continue to have discussions with your children 
at home about friendships and using kind words. 

prepare them for Prep and teach them responsibility for their 
belongings.  We have been very impressed with how our 
friends are learning to care for their personal items. Keep up 
the good work Pre Prep 1!

Miss Linda, Miss Stacey and Miss Ashley



	
	
	
	

	


