
I would like to start this month’s newsletter with a huge 
thank you to you! Each and everyone one of our families 
supports the work that we do each week.  The past few 
weeks have been very busy with our Family Church service, 
Book Fair, book parade (which was an amazing morning), 
Father’s Day stall and raffle, RSPCA Cupcake Day and you 
have supported the centre with all of these events. We do 
appreciate your support and positive attitude. We have had 
lots of fun!
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Educators Day was on Wednesday 6 September. Thank you 
for supporting the service and the educators  in acknowledg-
ing the amazing work that the team does each and every 
day, the notes from families and children brought a smile 
and to some a tear.  This is a national day for the early child-
hood sector to say “Thank You”. This day was created  for 
staff to feel the love of the community for what they do as it 
is a hard job and the sector lose a large number of staff each 
year due the workload and pressure of the job.  We have an 
exceptional team in the ELC and have been very fortunate 
to have the majority of the team that have stayed together 
from day one to now in the Early Childhood sector. 



Transition to school: It is coming to that time of year when 
we start working closer with the Prep classes for those chil-
dren heading into school years.  Please return the permission 
form to share transition statements with your child’s nomi-
nated school.

Upcoming: White Balloon Day supports children that have 
been abused.  Please bring in a gold coin donation and wear 
white on Friday 8 September. This coincides with Child Pro-
tection Week, which is a wonderful opportunity to have a 
conversation with your children about body safety.  It is also 
important when talking about the body that you use correct 
body names. Years ago, I was told by a therapist that worked 
with abusers of young children in correction centres, if the 
child was able to use the correct body parts they would not 
have abused them, as they would be caught out. This can be 
confronting but powerful and important for your children 
to learn.

Jobs for Families package: Thank you to the families who 
completed the survey monkey on the Jobs for Families pack-
age recently.  Please feel free to complete to help us guide 
decisions for care in 2018.  Survey link: https://www.survey-
monkey.com/r/G23DF8B by completing the survey, you will 
assist us in looking at care hour options for 2018.  If we 
introduce sessional care sessions, the 9 – 3 time frame is the 
preferred 6 hour time slot based on survey results currently.  
We will continue to offer 1 hour sessions. Please look at the 
Jobs for Families website for further information: https://
www.education.gov.au/ChildCarePackage

Staffing: We welcomed Mikayla to the team in JK room 
this week.  Mikayla will be working 5 days a week.  Cathy 
has moved into Pre Prep 1 to work as an additional educator 
since Ashley left to attend University. Please welcome Mi-
kayla to the team.

Thank you to all the families that support the ELC and volun-
teer your time.  Monday 28 August we had Dr James come 
and talk to the children about going to hospital and going 
to the doctors.  There were some great hands on activities.
 

Social Media Policy: As per our Centre Policy 4.16 Parents 
are strongly discouraged from adding staff members to social 
media accounts as this breaches our professional behaviour 
expectations.  If you are connected we recommend that you 
remove the staff member from your page to reduce/remove 
any potential conflict or breaches for this staff member. 

If you would like to participate in any policy reviews please 
come and see me. We would value your assistance to review 
any of the service policies and procedures. Thank you for 
understanding.

We look forward to another wonderful month in the ELC.

Bronwyn Waters
ELC Director
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The month of August has brought a love of music to the 
classroom. We have been implementing music to assist the 
children in directing positive actions and choices. We sing 
through transitions to help create smooth changes through-
out the day and use songs to direct ideas, create a cheerful 
and light hearted atmosphere.

Junior Kindy have been excited to experiment with the 
stretchy fabric, experimenting with song and movement as 
they work together, moving their bodies in different ways.

We have had a few friends really engaging in name writing. 
This is something that has been supported throughout the 
month and ongoing as we explore flash cards, and different 
types of print. The children are than able to reflect on what 
their name looks like and become familiar with letters and 
sounds. We have worked on implementing rhyming songs 
and nursery rhymes as the children becoming confident in 
communicating and understanding sounds. 

We have added opportunities to develop the children’s 
creativity using recycled items. This is always part of our re-
sources for the children to access at any time. We have been 
working on encouraging the children to take part in recy-
cling their yogurt containers, boxes, different packets, card-
board tubes, and large lids. The month has been filled with 
promoting the exploration of natural materials in their play.  
Coloured stones have been used for counting and sorting, 
with the group initiating their own learning. It’s a chance to 
express creativity and make new discoveries. 

Our outdoor environment has really been a large focus for 
the month, with new games being created, communication 
skills tested and challenges put in place as the children de-
velop ball skills, team work and strength. A big favourite has 
been tug a war, where the children have created their own 
teams, and worked together to pull the rope.

Reminders: 
• Please remember to check your child’s bag for a tag, if 

they have wet or soiled clothing to collect
• Don’t forget to add your fruit or vegetable to the morn-

ing, for a shared morning tea.

Miss Stephanie, Miss Jana, Miss Emily and Miss Cathy

Junior
Kindy



As the end of our school term draws closer, so does the con-
clusion of our inquiry unit - ‘Sharing The Planet’.  We have 
started focusing on allowing the children to take action and 
show independence in being responsible and caring for their 
school and classroom environment.  The children have found 
a particular interest in recycling, and ways we can use recy-
cled materials within our classroom for art and construction.  
We are very pleased with the response from the students 
with this unit. They are helping keep their room tidy and 
ensuring they teach others about why we need to put rub-
bish in the bin.  Please remember to take a photo if you see 
your child taking action at home, and caring for their home 
environment.  

This month we used the knowledge we have developed 
about being sustainable and caring for our planet, to par-
ticipate in National Science Week.  We discussed what we 
thought our Earth might look, sound, and feel like in years 
to come.  From this we spoke about why and ways we could 
sustain the beautiful planet we live on.  In small groups, we 
experimented with a few scientific ideas.  We tried to turn 
white flowers colourful, made ramps and looked at speed, 
cause and effect, we are attempting to grow a tree without 
any soil, and created a self-maintaining ecosystem (which we 
discovered, still required us to add water to the ecosystem 
due to the effects of evaporation).  

To conclude our month, we celebrated Book Week! Our 
friends were very excited about this, because they had previ-
ously investigated ways stories are told last term.  Our friends 
enjoyed bringing in their favourite stories; while Miss Linda 
got silly with words and shared her favourite stories by Dr. 
Suess.  We had friends who dressed up all week, and others 
who helped to represent Pre Prep 1 in the Book Parade.  We 
absolutely loved Book Week. It has encouraged us to further 

develop our own book corner to allow us to discover more 
stories. 

Moving further with ensuring smooth transitions to Prep, we 
have began discussing some differences with Pre Prep and 
Prep; focusing on morning-tea meals and comforters.  We 
will be encouraging the children to choose a piece of fruit 
and healthy snack from their lunch boxes for morning tea 
and participate in Munch and Crunch time; where a story 
will be read during this snack time, instead of having pre-cut 
fruit prepared for them for morning tea.  

We have also begun encouraging the children to keep their 
comforters in their bags during play times, as they will not 
be required in Prep.  Please discuss this with your children, as 
many toys are still coming to kindy.

Thankyou,
Miss Linda, Miss Stacey and Miss Ashley.  

Pre Prep 1



In home corner, the children have been enjoying role-play-
ing mummies and daddies and caring for their babies. For 
children, role-play is essentially learning through play. It is a 
fun and a ‘playful’ activity but is also a key component of a 
child’s learning. Role-play is an important part of child devel-
opment, as it builds confidence, creativity, communication, 
physical development and problem solving. Along with be-
ing a fun activity, it also allows children to get into character 
and act out real life roles or fictional performances. It can be 
purely child-led, and encourages children to take risks and 
be creative with the role they are playing.

While outdoors……
The children have enjoyed exploring the dry creek bed and 
taking care of the vegetable garden. Children need the op-
portunity to explore the unknown, the unpredictable, and 
the adventurous. They also need to be able to wonder at 
nature, from the butterflies landing on the flowers to the 
children creating waterfalls down the hill. Playing outside 
gives your child the chance to explore the natural environ-
ment and have adventures. 

Reminders:
• Please ensure you bring a piece of fruit every day to share

Until next time, 
Miss Teresa, Miss Mardi and Miss Sarah

This month in Pre Prep 2 we have had lots of fun exploring, 
investigating and having fun!

Some Highlights in Pre Prep 2 this month:
Unit of Inquiry: Sharing the Planet – The Choices we make 
impact our environment.

This month we have continued to see the children taking ac-
tion and showing ways that they can help protect and care 
for our environment. We have also continued with the inter-
est in recycling which has become apart of our daily routine. 
The children are making great choices when it comes to dis-
posing of their fruit scraps, papers and plastic containers and 
sorting them into the appropriate bins.  In the playground, 
we have noticed that the children are taking more respon-
sibility for the equipment and keeping the playground tidy. 
We have noticed the children having conversations through-
out the day about the different ways they can care for the 
playground environment. Sweeping the concrete, tidying 
the dry creek bed and putting rubbish in the bin has been 
the common thing to do. 

Pre Prep 2



Opportunity through learning Last updated 9 May 2017 

Jobs for Families Child Care Package 
The Australian Government will invest around $37 billion on child care support over the next four years. 
This significant investment includes an increase of around $2.5 billion to support the implementation of the 
Jobs for Families Child Care Package.  

The Package will make our child care system more flexible, more accessible, more affordable and targeted 
to those who need it the most.  

Key changes for families 

Simplified system  
The centrepiece of the Package is the Child Care Subsidy. When the Child Care Subsidy commences in 
July 2018, it will:  

 replace the Child Care Benefit (CCB) and Child Care Rebate (CCR) with a single, means-tested subsidy 
 be paid directly to service providers  
 be simpler than the current multi payment system 
 be better targeted and provide more assistance to low and middle income families. 
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Family Income  
Families earning $65,710^ or less will receive a subsidy of 85 per cent of the actual fee charged                    
(up to 85 per cent of an hourly fee cap). For family incomes above $65,710^, the subsidy tapers down to    
20 per cent when family income reaches $340,000^. For families with incomes of $350,000 or more,         
the subsidy is zero per cent. 

Combined Family Income Subsidy per cent of the actual 
fee charged (up to relevant 
percentage of the hourly fee cap) 

Up to $65,710^ 85 per cent  

More than $65,710^ to below $170,710^ Tapering to 50 per cent* 

$170,710^ to below $250,000^ 50 per cent 

$250,000^ to below $340,000^ Tapering to 20 per cent* 

$340,000^ to below $350,000^  20 per cent 

$350,000^ or more 0 per cent 
*Subsidy tapers down by 1 per cent for each $3000 of family income.  

When the subsidy commences the hourly fee caps will be: 

Service type Maximum hourly fee cap 

Centre Based Long Day Care $11.55^ 

Family Day Care $10.70^ 

Outside School Hours Care $10.10^ 
^ Note: These provisions of the Package will be increased by CPI for implementation in July 2018. 

For families earning more than $185,710^ an annual subsidy cap of $10,000^ per child will apply.  

Families will receive a fortnightly statement of child care usage from their service provider, which includes 
the payment of the subsidy and out of pocket costs. This will make the service more accountable and 
provide greater transparency for families’ entitlements.  

Activity test requirements 
Family eligibility for the Child Care Subsidy will be determined by a three-step activity test, more closely 
aligning the hours of subsidised care with the combined hours of work, training, study or other recognised 
activity undertaken, and providing for up to 100 hours of subsidy per fortnight.   

Step Hours of activity (per fortnight) Maximum number of hours of 
subsidy (per fortnight) 

1 8 hours to 16 hours 36 hours 

2 More than 16 hours to 48 hours 72 hours 

3 More than 48 hours 100 hours 

A broad range of activities will meet the activity test requirements, including paid work, being 
self-employed, doing unpaid work in a family business, looking for work, volunteering or studying. 
There will be exemptions to the activity test for parents who legitimately cannot meet the activity 
requirements.  
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Low income families on $65,710^ or less a year who don’t meet the activity test will be able to access 24 
hours of subsidised care per fortnight without having to meet the activity test, as part of the Child Care 
Safety Net. 

For the first time, families who currently use Budget Based Funded services will be eligible for child care fee 
assistance.   

Support for disadvantaged and vulnerable families 

The Package also provides targeted additional fee assistance through a new Child Care Safety Net. 

The Child Care Safety Net is being progressively rolled out from July 2016 and will help vulnerable families 
and children to address barriers in accessing child care, while encouraging parents to enter and return to 
the workforce.  

The Child Care Safety Net and has three components:  

1 the Additional Child Care Subsidy (July 2018) – a top up payment for families who are genuinely 
disadvantaged. 

Extra support for Additional subsidy  

Children at risk of serious abuse or 
neglect; grandparent primary carers on 
income support; families experiencing 
temporary financial hardship 
 

A subsidy equal to 100 per cent of the actual fee charged (up 
to 120 per cent of the hourly fee cap), up to 100 hours of 
assistance per fortnight 

Parents transitioning to work from 
income support 

A subsidy equal to 95 per cent of the actual fee charged (up to 
95 per cent of the hourly fee cap), hours of assistance 
determined by the activity test 

 
2 the Community Child Care Fund (July 2018) – a grants program to assist services to: 

 reduce the barriers in accessing child care, in particular for disadvantaged or vulnerable families 
and communities 

 provide sustainability support for child care services experiencing viability issues  
 provide capital support to increase the supply of child care places in areas of high unmet demand. 

$61.8 million of the CCCF will provide a third funding stream for Budget Based Funded services to ensure 
their viability in the new system. This is in addition to the Child Care Subsidy and the Additional Child Care 
Subsidy.  

The Connected Beginnings program, which is part of the CCCF, commenced in July 2016. The program  
provides for the integration of child care, maternal and child health, and family support services in a 
number of Indigenous communities experiencing disadvantage, as recommended by Andrew Forrest in his 
review of Indigenous jobs and training - Creating Parity. 
 
3 the Inclusion Support Programme (commenced July 2016) – assists mainstream services to improve 

their capacity and capability to provide inclusive practices and address barriers to participation for 
children with additional needs, particularly children with disability. 

Refer to the Jobs for Families Child Care Package Child Care Safety Net Fact Sheet for additional 
information.  
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Transitioning to the new system 
The Government recognises that the transition from the existing child care system to a new system will be 
a significant change for Australian families. 

Under the new system existing child care payments will be replaced with the Child Care Subsidy and 
Additional Child Care Subsidy.  Families and service providers will have time to adjust to the new model and 
we are working towards a seamless introduction of new systems and arrangements.  

All families who use, or need to use, child care in the future will be kept informed of the progress of the 
changes and given timely information on how they may be affected. 

Centrelink will contact families directly to provide information on current entitlements and how they may 
change under new arrangements. This may include asking families for additional information, to ensure 
that they move onto the new payment system smoothly. 

Implementation timeline 

July 2016 
 Inclusion Support Programme commenced 
 Connected Beginnings commenced  

April 2017 
 Some strengthened compliance powers commence 

July 2018 
 Child Care Subsidy and Additional Child Care Subsidy commence (replacing CCB and CCR) 
 Community Child Care Fund commences 
 New Compliance Framework commences 

For more information on the Jobs for Families Child Care Package, please go to 
www.education.gov.au 

 

 

 


