
Spring has sprung, the bees are buzzing, and the children are 
buzzing with them.  We have welcomed the warmer weather 
with some bush walks earlier in the month, gardening and 
water play.  September has just bounced away like one of 
the balls.  I feel that I am chasing it down the hill and it is 
picking up speed as I try to catch the end of the year with all 
boxes ticked.

Sun safety: Please ensure that you apply sunscreen to your 
children in the morning prior to arriving at the centre or 
apply when you arrive to start the day with good cover and 
sun safe practices. Please ensure that your child has their 
hat each day and that shoulders are covered, with no singlet 
tops or singlet dresses for the girls as per our Sun Safety 
Policy.

Hygiene:  Over the past few months we have had lots of 
children and some staff away with illness. Please ensure 
that you are encouraging your children to wash their 
hands on arrival at the centre, when leaving and also talk 
to them about flushing the toilets and washing their hands 
after going to the bathroom. This practice is embedded in 
the centre program but it always helps to have consistent 
practices and support from families. 

Thank you to all the families that were able to join us for the 
Mini Commonwealth Games at the end of last term. It was 
great to have so many families cheering the ELC children on.  
Lots of fun was had and it was a successful event. 
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Please continue to check your accounts and sign in and out 
each day.  It is a requirement that fees are paid weekly or 
fortnightly.  As we come closer to the end of the year for 
those children leaving, please ensure that two weeks’ notice 
is given when leaving to prevent a full fee being charged. For 
children leaving the centre and not returning for a full year 
next year the last day of care will be Thursday 21 December, 
Vacation Care is available for children attending Prep.  

Please contact After School Care Phone: (07) 5522 5762 
Mobile: 0407 597 843 Email: standrews.oshc@qlecs.org.au 
Please email enquiries or bookings.

Book Fair was a great success with the service receiving 
$230.00 in bonus rewards to go towards new books for 
the children. Book Club has also worked very well this year 
with an easier online payment and ordering system. If you 
have not had a look, check out the latest book club online 
at Scholastic book club clink on the loop page: https://
mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx

Woolworths Earn and Learn Program: Thank you to 
everyone who collected stickers - we received just over 10 
thousand points. We will hear from Modern Teaching Aids 
shortly about how we select equipment. 

Fruit: Please bring in a piece of fruit for shared morning tea 
for Junior Kindy and Pre Prep 2. The past few weeks we 
have had limited fruit to cut up and share with your children, 
especially in the Junior Kindy room. Pre Prep 1 are no longer 
doing shared fruit so please pack extra in your child’s lunch 
box.

The next few weeks will be a busy time.  Please save the 
date for Christmas celebration and end of year ceremony 
for those heading to Prep next year – Friday 1 December at 
10am.

Monday 30 October we celebrated Grandparents day in the 
ELC.  We had a wonderful morning sharing the space with 
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the grandparents. Lots of laughter and smiles were had. The 
children were so proud to show off their kindy environment 
and complete some activities. We thank all the hard work, 
support and guidance that our grandparents and extended 

family offer to the children and their families in the ELC. 

Uncle Allan is an Elder of the Yugambeh Language Group 
/ Bundjalung Nation and he held two yarning circles for the 
children on Thursday 2 and Friday 3 November at 9.30am. 
This will be a very special learning experience about the 
aboriginal language and culture. We will be blessed to 
have him join us; the staff will be following up with some 
professional development in December with Uncle Allan. 

We have some vacancies in Pre Prep 1 now so if you would 
like to pick up an extra day for the rest of the term please 
come and see Kerrie or myself.  Maybe even book a casual 
day so you can treat yourself and catch up on some jobs. 

We look forward to another wonderful month in the ELC.

Bronwyn Waters
ELC Director

What a month of events we had throughout September. 
The Junior Kindy Class have had lots of interests going on 
throughout the month. Children are engaging for longer 
and have become inquisitive learners as their interests are 
supported. 

Our home corner was transformed over the month from 
an animal hospital to the doctors and next a hospital. This 
experience created a learning environment that was able to 
expose the children to so many new skills and opportunities 
to discover about the world they live in. We were fortunate 
to have William’s dad, share a morning with the children, 
exploring the role of a Doctor and the different tools and 
equipment they might use. It was a chance for the children 
to ask questions and become more comfortable with these 
scenarios. The children practised using a light pen and 
bandages. As their imaginations were running, and their 
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ideas were shared with one another, this led to us assisting 
the children to create a large recycled cardboard ambulance. 
The  sharing of ideas and role play continued, as the children’s 
negotiation skills grew, as did their understanding of team 
work, and fairness.

We also had the opportunity to participate in the Mini 
Commonwealth Games. We thank all our families too who 
came along to support the event. It was wonderful to be part 
of the school community and see the children participate 
with confidence in a new environment. With the balance 
beam, ball games, dance routine, parachute game, and 
jumping mat, we learnt lots of new skills.

We have also been able to visit the bushland on a Tuesday 
and Thursday. We hope to continue these opportunities as 
an ongoing learning experience. Junior Kindy have been 
inquisitive in relation to nature, finding out more, touching 
and experimenting. We have had the children involved in 
gardening recently “beans”. It’s been a wonderful success 
with the children sharing in their amazement how much  
the plants have grown. The children have also been using 
natural materials, including rocks, leaves, twigs, sand, and 



from the students regarding the weather. Therefore, in true 
Pre Prep 1 fashion we started a mini inquiry into this.  We 
began with understanding the water cycle and how the rain 
falls from the sky; strong winds in the weather steered us 
in the direction of tornadoes, whilst the beautiful rainbows 
that appeared afterwards, had us interested in colour and 
how these beautiful creations appear in the sky.  

With Term 4 beginning we started tuning in with our new 
Unit of Inquiry. The children’s investigation into different 
learning environments has seen us making connections with 
St Andrews Prep classrooms and even Miss Jaimee-lee all the 
way in London; as she shows us around her classroom and 
school, explaining the differences in Year 2 and Pre Prep.
  
We have also been discussing several learning environments 
outside of school.  Some friends have shared photos of their 
dance classes or swimming lessons.  

As we are helping to prepare the children for Prep next year, 
and love to take spontaneous visits to the Junior School and 
Prep playground, please ensure your child is prepared with 
sun safe clothing and closed in shoes.  Although it is not a 
requirement, now is a great time to encourage your children 

flowers for imaginary play, counting and art.

With our ongoing environmental discoveries, the children 
were wonderful helpers assisting to carry the new sand 
to the sandpit. It was an opportuntiy to connect with our 
community helpers from the school, and for the children to 
learn about their different roles and what jobs they carry out. 
We were all hard workers. On Wednesday 27 September we 
had a wet water day. The children loved the change, as we 
spent the morning, running under the octopus sprinkler and 
experimenting with ice moulds.

All of our friends are showing plenty of enthusiasm,   
participating in show and tell, but just a reminder to help 
your child to avoid selecting a toy to share.  We encourage 
books, a picture,  photos or just to share news. This will 
avoid special toys from getting lost and the toys coming out 
of their bags during the day.

Reminders
• Don’t forget to check the lost property box next to the 

lockers for any missing belongings.
• We encourage you to communicate if your child has not 

had suncream applied on drop off so the edcuators can 
assist.

• Please remember to check your Xplor regulary even the 
day before your child is due to attend. There will often 
be notices for upcoming events that will be occurring 
and reminders of things that might be happening in 
your childs room or within the service.

Thankyou, 
Miss Stephanie, Miss Jana, Miss Emily and Miss Cathy

Reflecting on the month past, Pre Prep 1 have been busy 
investigating Nature. We shared our love for the environment 
by participating in the National Outdoor Day, held by 
Nature Play. The children rested outdoors and enjoyed the 
opportunity to build obstacle courses from sticks, or search 
for bugs in the garden. 

Due to the wet weather, we were posed with many questions 
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to also wear their St Andrews ELC uniform shirt, as we 
discuss the reasons for uniform next year.  Also remember to 
let us know what school your child is attending next year, as 
we would love to by making connection with them to enable 
a smooth transition. 

Reminders:  
• Pre Prep 1 do not have shared morning-tea anymore, so 

please put fruit in your child’s lunch box for munch and 
crunch time.

• If your child has their own sunscreen please label this 
and place in the basket ontop of the fridge. 

Thankyou,
Miss Linda, Miss Stacey and Miss Ashley.  

Last term we wrapped up our Unit of Inquiry, Sharing the 
Planet. 

The children developed a good understanding of the central 
idea and demonstarted a clear idea of “How We Can Care 
for our Environment”. This term our Unit of Inquiry is How 
We Organise Oursleves. Our central idea is; School and How 
our Learning environments are organised to help us play and 
learn together. Over the course of the term we will be talking 
to the children about the ways we can organise ourselves 
for school and in the ELC. We will be taking advantage of 
the school’s facilties and walking over to the Prep rooms 
and the Multi Purpose Hall to see the different routines and 
environments that they have. 

Over the course of the term we will also look at some of the 
following Ideas to help prepare your child for school/ELC:
• Routines and how environments are organised (both at 

Pre Prep 2

school/ELC)
• Visits to the school environment 
• Looking at aerial views of schools around the world  

(how are they different)
• Photos of siblings in uniforms 
• What experiences will help us to learn and what we 

need to know 
• Rules and expectations 

We know that children learn through play. It is here that 
children need to have the oportunities to learn to listen and 
make meaning from what they see and hear around them. 
As educators, we are building the foundations for success at 
school and Kindergarten by assisting children to devleop their 
skills in areas such as literacy, numeracy and self-care, when 
they are ready for this, and at their own pace. Children’s 
social competence is at the core of their readiness for school 
and for a smooth transition to school.

Before the school holidays the ELC joined the Junior School 
for their mini Commonwealth Games. The children had so 
much fun particpating in the tug of war, relay races and ball 
games. It was lovely to see so many families come to the 
event to cheer everyone on.

Over the past few weeks Pre Prep 2 have been looking at 
the Fill a Bucket story. This story is a guide to daily happiness 
for children. The story puts happiness into the context of 
visualising their happiness in the form of buckets . When the 
children have their buckets filled, and learn how to fill other 
people’s buckets, they understand how special, valuable and 
capable they are and how happy they can feel. We have 
incorporated these feel good moments into our day and are 
super proud of how well the class has repsonded to random 
acts of kindness. 

Reminders
• Library is every Thursday at 9am. Please ensure your 

child has closed in shoes on this day
• Please bring a piece of fruit every day to share
• If you borrow a take home reader, please ensure that 

when you return it you sign it in
• Show and tell Roster: only bring show and tell on the 

date specified please

Until next time, 
Miss Teresa, Miss Mardi and Miss Sarah
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Jobs for Families Child Care Package 
The Australian Government will invest around $37 billion on child care support over the next four years. 
This significant investment includes an increase of around $2.5 billion to support the implementation of the 
Jobs for Families Child Care Package.  

The Package will make our child care system more flexible, more accessible, more affordable and targeted 
to those who need it the most.  

Key changes for families 

Simplified system  
The centrepiece of the Package is the Child Care Subsidy. When the Child Care Subsidy commences in 
July 2018, it will:  

 replace the Child Care Benefit (CCB) and Child Care Rebate (CCR) with a single, means-tested subsidy 
 be paid directly to service providers  
 be simpler than the current multi payment system 
 be better targeted and provide more assistance to low and middle income families. 

 








