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PRESENTATION CELEBRATION  
The Junior Celebration afternoon was a great opportunity 
for us to reflect upon and give thanks for a wonderful year. I 
am constantly amazed at the amazing calibre of the students 
in our school and at events like this we are able to celebrate 
some of those achievements. It was a great opportunity to 
celebrate an important milestone in the Year 6 student’s 
journey from Junior School to Middle School. 

Junior School News

You will be able to see your child’s class on TASS Parent 
Lounge at the end of January. We will send you an email 
when it is ready to view.

VOLUNTEERS 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all parents and 
grandparents who have volunteered their time in some way 
this year. Your time and expertise has been appreciated and 
helps to build the community atmosphere that St Andrews 
is renowned for.

CLASS LISTS
The teachers have been working very hard on getting the 
class lists ready for 2019. They have worked hard to ensure 
that we have 3 even classes in each year level taking into 
account the learning needs of all students, those students 
who work well in the same class and those would benefit 
from being separated, and ensuring that all children have at 
least one friend in their class. We have considered all parent 
requests but please understand that we cannot meet all of 
them and we have also used our professional opinion to 
create the classes.

SWIMMING
The Prep to 3 students have enjoyed cooling off in the pool 
as they undertook their swimming lessons. The students are 
grouped according to their ability and taught skills that will 
help them progress with their swimming.  

REPORTS
Teachers are putting the final touches on the end of 
Semester 2 reports. These will be available to you on Parent 
Lounge early next week. An email will be sent to you when 
they are ready. Please take the time to read the reports with 
your children and spend a majority of time talking through 
the effort that the children have put into their work rather 
than the final grade.



 
THANK YOU
We have had another very successful year at St Andrews. St 
Andrews is very blessed to have many very experienced and 
talented teachers and support staff. I would like to express 
my thanks to all of them for always going well above what 
is expected of the. 

CHRISTMAS CAROLS
The Parents and Friends Christmas Carols was a fantastic 
community event. We all enjoyed the singing, dancing and 
performances on the night. Thank you to all involved in 
putting together such a wonderful night. It is a great way 
to kick off the festive season as we prepare to celebrate the 
birth of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.  
I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our 
community a very happy and blessed Christmas. We look 
forward to seeing you all back here in 2019!!

Darrin Schumacher
Deputy Principal / Head of Junior School

How do you ‘love your neighbour as yourself’ and make the 
world a better place? This is the question Year 8 students 
have been addressing in Christian Studies this term. Ideally, 
it is a question each of us considers regularly. As we do, it 
is possible that just maybe we may contribute to our world 
being a better place, because it sure could do with some 
help! Year 8B students have come across all sorts of great 

Chaplains Chat



ways to ‘Love Your Neighbour’. There are a plethora of 
websites that offer wonderful suggestions on what to do! 
One, in particular, investigates the parable of the Good 
Samaritan and lists off the following 11 aspects of what it is 
to love your neighbour  
1. Love is proactive.   7.  Love is healing.
2. Love is observant.  8.  Love is sacrificial. 
3. Love is compassionate. 9.  Love is communal.
4. Love is responsive.             10. Love is promising.
5. Love is costly.             11. Love is merciful.
6. Love is inopportune.   

A quick glance at these concepts reveals what we already 
somewhat know…. Loving our neighbour as our self is not 
an easy life orientation to aspire to! It is extremely challenging 
and yet we can understand how it is a noble and beautiful 
way to attempt to spend our time here that we are blessed 
with. 

Jesus sets this incredible way of life before us as something 
to aspire to and the bar is so high… I know that I feel I can 
never attain the lofty heights put before us but thankfully, 
we are not left to strive towards this ideal on our own. Christ 
not only sets this as the gold standard to strive towards, He 
also provides us with the love and motivation with which 
can go some way to living out this awesome way of life. The 
beauty of God’s great love for us, as evidenced by Christ’s 
dwelling amongst us and ultimately sacrificing his life to 
rescue us from sin and death, motivates us to act in ways we 
struggle to be capable of, in our own strength. Loving your 
neighbour as yourself becomes more attainable when we 
know and trust that we are safe in our loving God’s embrace. 
As we celebrate Christ’s birth again this Christmas, I pray 
the reality of God’s love for all people is experienced by us 
all so that we may be motivated by pure love, to love our 
neighbour as our self and make the world a better place.

Graeme Schache
College Chaplain 

JAPANESE COLLABORATION - YEAR 8 WITH YEAR 1. 
Year 8 students shared their Japanese fairy tales with our 
Year 1 students.  Year 1 students have been inquiring into 
how we express ourselves through storytelling. A big thank 
you to Wilson Sensei for organising this collaboration.  All 
students were engaged and it truly was a language rich 

LOTE News

lesson.  Year 1 also presented the story of the rolling rice 
ball using language and gestures.
We are very blessed to be able to have these opportunities 
in our College. 

Sharon Taki
Japanese Teacher

Sport News

TOUCH FOOTBALL
Last week our 3 touch football teams competed at the State 
Championships in Brisbane. It was a very hot and busy 2 
days with our teams playing incredibly well. Our Girls A team 
played very well on the Saturday and made it into the 2nd 
division, our Boys team made it into 3rd division and our 
Girls B team made it all the way to the Semi Finals on division 
4. An incredible effort by all the teams. A big thank you also 
to Mrs Pett and Mr Hibbs for coaching the teams.



PAT 2019
A few reminders to families in our Performing Arts Tuition 
Program

All enrolments (with the exception of our Mini Musos and 
Year 3 Strings) automatically roll over. Should your child not 
be continuing, please ensure that you complete a cancellation 
form on the College website.

Those students in Mini Musos and Year 3 Strings are 
reminded that should they wish to continue in the PAT 
Program, they need to complete an application form on the 
College website.

Timetables will be finalised early in January. Waitlists are 
created and based on date of application. 
Priority for break times will always be given to Senior 
students.

Our PAT Fee schedule will change in 2019. 
Fees are as follows
Individual $35
Pair $20
Group $12
NB – It is up to the individual tutor whether GST is applied 
to this.

JS CULTURAL AWARDS
Last Wednesday we shone the spotlight on our Junior School 
and celebrated the year in the Arts and acknowledged the 
individual achievements of our students. Congratulations to 
all awardees and well done to all of our young musicians, 
singers and dancers on a fantastic show. The Arts have a 
bright future at St Andrews in your hands.

Performing Arts News

AQUATHLON
Last week Lily Atkinson and CJ De La Port competed in the 
Regional Aquathlon championships – Both Lily and CJ did 
very well, coming top 30 in a very strong field. An Aquathlon 
is a very tiring event with students having to do a run, swim 
and run. Well done Lily and CJ.

Casey West
Junior School PSPE Teacher
Sports Coordinator

END OF YEAR CONCERTS
Last week saw the last of our concerts in our End of Year 
Concert Series. We have almost 900 enrolments in our PAT 
Program and almost all of those young performers performed 
at an end of year concert. Special thanks to our wonderful 
team of PAT Tutors who work tirelessly to support our young 
musicians and actors.

FAREWELL LOUISE DELANEY
As of this week we say farewell to Ms Louise Delaney who 
has taught Speech and Drama at the College for the past 
15 years. She will be greatly missed and we wish her every 
blessing in her new endeavours.

CONGRATULATIONS PETER PAN
Recently our College Musical, Peter Pan was announced as 
finalists in the following categories for the Gold Coast Area 
Theatre Awards 2018.
Best Choreography of a Youth Musical
Best Director of a Youth Musical
Magic Moment of Theatre (Flying to Neverland).

With schools and theatre companies from all over the Gold 
Coast and surrounding areas involved in this, it truly is a 
special honour to be recognised.

Cilla Scott
Head of Arts



P&F News

HI FROM THE P&F TEAM 
What an amazing year it has been for our P&F. We have done 
such fun community events for the whole school this year.  
Such as the Prep welcome morning tea, Year 7 welcome 
afternoon tea, picnic in the park, 25th birthday bash, biggest 
morning tea, world teacher day and the Christmas carols. 
Thank you for your support and also a huge thank you to all 
the staff who have supported and encouraged us to build 
the whole school as a community.

Congratulations to your new committee. These are the P&F 
members elected for 2019:
President    Vice President 
Amanda Ryan   Jess Russell
Treasurer   Secretary 
Kyelie Baxter   Nicole Ainger
Fundraiser    Grants 
Jeff Bauman   Ellie Gardner

OUR SPONSORS
We would like to say a huge thank you to all of these 
incredible businesses that have supported our amazing 
school this year.

Streets Craftsman Furniture, Global Hardware, IQ 
Accountants, Currumbin RSL, Spicers Retreat, Issue1 at 
Robina Town Centre, Aspya Hair and Beauty Burleigh Heads
Annabel Trends, Ingwersen & Lansdown Solicitors, Furniture 
n More, Billabong, Bunnings Burleigh, Burleigh Brewing, 
Cedar + Suede, Comuna Cantina Pacific Fair, Dan Murphy’s, 
Reid Street Kitchen, Dracula’s, Ella Bache Robina, Emma Read 
Artistry, Epic Skate, Greenfolk, International School of Music 
Palm Beach, JFK Woodfire Pizza and Bar, Lumber Punks 
Axe-Throwing, McDonald’s, On Kliff, Pancakes on the Rocks 
Surfers, Plantation House Cafe, Pretty Mummy Cookies Co, 
Pure Living Pilates, Putt Putt Mermaid Beach, Skin Matters, 
Surfing Services Australia, Super Cheap Auto Burleigh, 
Tania Blanchard Creations, The Bathhouse Greenhouse, 
The Borrowed Nursery,The Collective Palm Beach, Vapiano, 
Xtend Barre Burleigh, Ze Pickle, Cross Carpets, Service Denim, 
Always Dry, Joy Coffee, Ragdoll Bar and Dining, Autobarn, 
BWS.

CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
We hope you all enjoyed the Christmas Carols last Sunday. 
We have such amazing talent at St Andrews. Thank you so 
much for coming along. Thank you to all the incredible staff 
and volunteers that made this night such a success. 

SAVE 2019 DATES 
P&F meetings, Whole School Welcome
• Fair Meeting Wednesday 20 February -  6.30pm 
• Fair Meeting Wednesday 13 March - 6.30pm & 7pm 

General Meeting 
• Fair Meeting, Wednesday 3 April - 6.30pm 

MEDICAL PREPARATIONS FOR NEXT YEAR!
Just a reminder that you can update your child’s medical details 
on Parent Lounge. This information is used for general day 
to day care for your child, preparations for camps/excursions 
and class activities. You can now also upload attachments 
(asthma plans, anaphylaxis action plans, specialist notes etc). 
These documents can now be easily provided without the 
need for sending in a hard copy. 

For any further information or support reach out to me at 
nurse@salc.qld.edu.au or (07) 55685900 (select option 5). 

I pray God’s protection and blessing over you and your family 
this Christmas and New Year. 

Nurse Alisa 

Nurses News

• Fair Meeting, Wednesday 23 April - 6.30pm 
• Fair Meeting, Wednesday 1 May - 6.30pm 
• Fair Meeting, Wednesday 8 May - 6.30pm and 7.00pm 

General Meeting  
• General Meeting, Wednesday 12th June - 7.00pm 
• General Meeting, Wednesday 11 September - 7.00pm 
• AGM, Wednesday 20th November - 7.00pm, General 

Meeting - 7.30pm
 
P&F START OF YEAR EVENTS
• Year 7 Welcome Afternoon Tea for parents, Tuesday 29 

January at 1.45pm at Tuckshop. 
• Prep Welcome Morning Tea - Friday 1 February 8.25am 

under the MPH. 

We wish you a very Merry Christmas and see you in 2019. 

P&F Committee
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     UNIFORM SHOP  
     January Opening Hours  
 
 …   
The Uniform Shop will close at 9.30am on Friday 30th November 
and will reopen for Existing Students Only 
 
JANUARY 2019 
Tuesday 15th to Friday 18th 8 am - 12pm daily   
Monday 21st  to Friday 25th            2 pm - 4 pm daily  
Monday 28th January Australia Day-Closed 
Tuesday 29th January 8am - 12 pm   

 
WEEK 1 OF TERM 1 
Wednesday 30th 8am - 9.30am & 2.30-3.30pm 
Thursday 25th   8am – 9.30am 
Friday 26th     8am – 9.30am 
 
NEW STUDENTS, families with 3 or more children and families 
unable to attend during these times are requested to phone or 
email to book an appointment outside these times. 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Save Time….  Order and Pay Online at  
www.myschoolconnect.com.au 
Your order can be picked up from the  

Uniform Shop or delivered to your child’s class 
____________________________________________________ 

 
Second hand clothing must be submitted before the end of term 
if you wish to use the credit in January. All items must be clean & 
ironed (not damaged, stained, faded or showing excessive wear).  
*Blazers will be accepted on consignment only. *Must be Dry Cleaned 

_____________________________________________ 
 

Phone 5568 5933   Email: uniformshop@salc.qld.edu.au  

  

Dates to Remember

JANUARY

 Tuesday 29

Year 7 commence and New Student Orientation 
Years 1-6 and Years 8-12

Wednesday 30 January  
Term1 Starts for All Students

  
 TERM 1 PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 

Monday 28 January 

Australia Day Public Holiday 

Friday 19 April 

Good Friday Public Holiday

Monday 22 April

Easter Monday Public Holiday

Uniform Shop News

Merry Christmas

https://myschoolconnect.com.au
www.myschoolconnect.com.au
https://myschoolconnect.com.au


Not every act of meanness is bullying  
 
By Michael Hawton, Child Psychologist (MAPS) and Parentshop founder. 
  
One of our jobs is to help children and young people to interpret events 
proportionally. However, in recent times, I have seen a shift involving the 
wrong application of words like trauma, depression and bullying. When 
these very meaningful words are misused, their misuse can result in 
unwanted consequences. What might be the ‘unkind’ behaviour of another 
may, in fact, not be ‘bullying’. In this article we discuss the differences 
between unkindness and bullying – and how defining the two correctly can 

teach kids resilience and how to cope with conflict. 
 
Anyone who spends a great deal of time with children or simply remembers their own childhood, 
would know that children can be downright mean. An experiment by Debra Pepler at York University 
brought together children from years 1 to 6 who were identified by their teachers as particularly 
aggressive or particularly non-aggressive. What the study found was that, on average, mean 
behaviour from the aggressive children was displayed every two minutes and, most revealingly, from 
the non-aggressive children every three minutes. 
 

Conflict is unfortunately a part of life that we all deal with,  
no matter what age. 

Bullying is, however, way more than that and can have serious and sometimes tragic consequences. 
Yet the term ‘bullying’ seems to be readily bandied around these days for all forms of ‘mean 
behaviour’. 
 
According to ‘Bullying No Way’, the National Australian definition of bullying is: 
 
“an ongoing misuse of power in relationships through repeated verbal, physical and/or social 
behaviour that causes physical and/or psychological harm. It can involve an individual or a group 
misusing their power over one or more persons. Bullying can happen in person or online, and it can 
be obvious (overt) or hidden (covert)… Single incidents and conflict or fights between equals, whether 
in person or online, are not defined as bullying”.  

The key terms in the definition of bullying is ‘misuse of power’ and ‘repeated’. The key terms in the 
definition of what is not bullying is ‘between equals’ and while conflicts or mean and hurtful 
behaviour may upset a child tremendously, by labelling the mean behaviour ‘bullying’ we may be 
disempowering children. 
 
It is important for children to understand the difference 
between someone being insensitive or mean and what 
constitutes bullying behaviour because being able to 
successfully resolve and navigate these situations is a huge 
step in their emotional growth and maturity. If the situation 
is deemed to be simply mean or hurtful behaviour it is 
important not to over-play this through misleading 
terminology (ie bullying) and offer ways for the child to 
address and resolve this themselves. 
 
 

… calling every act of meanness bullying 
sends an unhealthy message: It says to 
kids, ‘You’re fragile. You can’t handle it if 
anyone is even slightly unkind to you.’   

Eileen Kennedy-Moore 
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Teacher and writer Braden Bell spoke in his article for the Washington Post about his own personal 
experience when hearing about one of his children experiencing negative and disparaging remarks 
from a co-worker. His initial fury led him to a biased judgement, defining the perpetrator as a bully 
but when he eventually calmed down, he realised it did not fit the definition (it was offensive 
behaviour but not bullying) and so he talked with his wife and then teenager to find a viable coping 
solution, which worked out in the end. A way parents can assist with this is by first acknowledging 
the mean behaviour, e.g., ‘that was mean/rude/unkind of her/him’ and then, as Bell suggests, 
prompting the child to seek some form of resolution or solution by asking ‘“What are your choices?” 
And, as a follow-up, “What are the likely outcomes of those choices?”.   This may not be easy 
because of heightened emotions and the initial responses may not be great. 
 
Parents who react too defensively for their child at every negative encounter with their child’s peers 
may be doing more harm than good. In later years the child may not have the necessary tools to 
independently handle conflict and may feel ‘victimised’ in situations that don’t go their way, 
potentially causing social engagement and relationship difficulties in later life. 
 
Further in her article in Psychology Today, Eileen Kennedy-Moore, wrote: 
 
… calling every act of meanness bullying sends an unhealthy message: It says to kids, ‘You’re fragile. 
You can’t handle it if anyone is even slightly unkind to you.’  As these children grow older, they 
demonstrate less resilience, sometimes publicly. The kids got more easily and deeply upset about 
perceived offenses, including situations that were unpleasant, but weren’t really bullying. Beyond 
stunting their emotional maturity, their heightened reactions had negative social consequences, as 
peers responded by disengaging from them. 
 
By defining the behaviour correctly, we are encouraging our kids to assess and respond in a way that 
with long term practice, creates resiliency and emotional maturity. 
 
Michael Hawton is founder of Parentshop, providing education and resources for parents and 
industry professionals working with children. He has authored two books on child behaviour 
management: Talk Less Listen More and Engaging Adolescents. You can find more information, 
including his books and self-paced online parenting courses at 
https://www.parentshop.com.au/parent-courses/ 

https://www.parentshop.com.au/course-calendar/


MY SCHOOL
CONNECT

1. Download the My School Connect app 
or visit myschoolconnect.com.au

2. Create your account

3. Add your student 
information

4. Top up your account

Change is       
coming!

5. Start ordering! 

Students can order 

lunch via the 
app

is our new online provider!

Ordering via the My 
school Connect App 

makes lives easier for 
Parents and Students!

6. FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
VIEW OUR HELPFUL VIDEOS HERE


