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FLOURISHING
At St Andrews we talk a lot about flourishing. The Oxford 
Dictionary defines the verb flourishing: ‘to grow or develop 
in a healthy and vigorous way, especially as a result of 
a particularly congenial environment.’ It is our aspiration 
and intention to build an environment, in and out of classes, 
where all students and staff develop and grow in such a 
manner. Last week we opened a new learning space: The 
Junction, which will support futures-focused learning in this 
style of environment. A building is ‘just a building’ but it has 
been wonderful to hear the feedback from students in their 
first week in this new area. 

Middle & Senior 
School News

Our Middle School Expo on Monday night was an evening 
where the exuberance of our students and their sharing 
embodied the notion of flourishing. From the ‘Going Into 
Business’ food stalls, to the Annie musical rehearsals and 
the interactive learning displays in Mathematics, Science, 
Robotics and Languages through to the Sporting activities 
and the teeming Art, Design and Food technologies areas the 
students embodied flourishing. Thank you to all members of 
our community for making this a special event. If your child 
is entering or continuing in Middle School next year and you 

were unable to attend please access the Subject Information 
Guide via the website and contact Mr Tom Casey (Head of 
Middle School) or Mrs Lisa Roper (Year 7 Coordinator) for 
more information about the transition programs.  

Last week we celebrated Science Week which included 
a number of activities aimed at extending our scientific 
mindedness. St Andrews had excellent representation at 
the Gold Coast Science Trivia Challenge against schools 
from across the Gold Coast. In each division our teams 
finished second before a final ‘quiz off’ which saw their final 
placing at fourth across a huge number of schools. Students 
thoroughly enjoyed competing with like-minded students 
from other schools across the Coast. 

https://www.salc.qld.edu.au/middle/teaching-and-learning


For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s 
glorious standard. Yet God, in his grace, freely makes 
us right in his sight. He did this through Christ Jesus 
when he freed us from the penalty for our sins.
– Romans 3:23-24 (NLT)

Forgiveness is a central theme of the Christian message, as 
revealed in the Bible. Jesus spoke about forgiveness wherever 
He went and put forgiveness into action by dying on the 
cross on behalf of humankind. Yet, despite the centrality of 
forgiveness in the Christian message, how often do you put 
it into practice? How easily do you forgive others and do 
you, forgive yourself?

In a recent chapel to the Middle and Senior School, I spoke 
about a connection between forgiving others and learning 
to forgive yourself. If you find it hard to forgive yourself, 
you are less likely, generally speaking, to forgive others. If 
you are able to forgive yourself, you are more likely to share 
a forgiving attitude toward others. So, if you are finding it 
hard to forgive your spouse, your children, a work colleague 
or friend – take a closer look at yourself before you look 
anywhere else.

As we stand before God, we must recognise that mistakes, 
errors of judgements, misplaced trust and hurtful words litter 
the landscape of our life. Some people readily acknowledge 
their failings while others find this admission difficult to 
make. Yet, this is the first step towards forgiving others 
– recognising that there is something in you that needs 
forgiveness from time-to-time. If you can cross this bridge 
then you are on the road to healing and wholeness for 
yourself and for others.

The second step is to recognise that God through Jesus is 
willing and able to forgive your sins. A lot of people pray 
to God seeking His forgiveness, other people visit a priest, 
pastor or trusted Christian friend – the method is not 
important – but what is important and true – if you come to 
God with a sincere heart truly sorry for the things that you 
have done – He will forgive you and make you clean. Then, 
and only then, will have what you need – a heart full of love 
toward others – a heart that is willing to forgive – a heart 
that knows the joy of being forgiven.

Nathan Glover
College Pastor

Chaplains Chat

Last weekend was a very ‘St Andrews weekend’, filled with 
St Andrews activities. Friday night the Senior Drama Play won 
the Best Dramatic Performance at the Gold Coast Festival. 
On Sunday, students across the College participated in the 
MLTAQ language competitions at Griffith University with 
great success and our Senior Music Students performed at 
the Gold Coast Jazz Club in Southport. 

It is Eisteddfod season and across Dance, Music and 
Drama our students continue to flourish. Many highlights 
and achievements are listed later in the Bulletin. We talk 
often about getting involved in College life and it is simply 
wonderful to see so many students taking the opportunity to 
represent the College across the wide range of cocurricular 
offerings at St Andrews. 

Our Year 7 students  were on camp this week and it was a 
pleasure to share the day with them yesterday as they built 
trust, relationships, grit and growth mindsets that support 
community amongst the cohort by participating in activities 
that were fun and at times outside their comfort zone. 

Each day, I walk through active, engaged, interesting 
classes and watch our students under the guidance of their 
teachers. We are truly blessed with wonderful staff. I’d like 
to acknowledge Mr Tom Casey, our Head of Middle School 
as an exemplary teacher and leader. Mr Casey has made 
the decision that he would like to spend more time in the 
classroom. Next year he will have oversight of the Middle 
School curriculum and spend more time teaching classes. To 
that end, we have advertised for a Head of Middle School 
to lead and support the great work that is happening in our 
middle years’ program. 

Virginia Warner 
Deputy Principal
Head of Secondary School



The following students have entered their electronic 
projects into the Young ICT Explores competition, held at 
the University of Queensland on Saturday 25 August. I wish 
them all the best as they present their work to a judging 
panel of ‘Academia, Industry Partners and ICT Professionals’. 

Jarrod Wilson, Year 8 
Project name: Tuckshop Counter
Abstract: My project is a sensor for the Tuckshop at my school. 
The sensor will work with a red laser light pointing towards 
a LRD (Light resistance diode). Every time someone walks 
past it the counter would increase by 1, which is displayed 
on a screen. I have created this so that teachers would not 
have to stand and count the people in the Tuckshop as only 
ten students are allowed in the Tuckshop at any given time. 
The laser light counter would do the counting instead. When 
students exit the through the exit door, the display will show 
how many are allowed in. What inspired me was seeing 
teachers stand at the door instead of walking around.

Middle School 
Digital technologies

Kiernan Carmont,  Year 8
Project name: Musical Glove
Abstract: My project is a glove that makes sound using a 
piezo buzzer. Each finger has a light Dependent Resistor 
(LDR). The LDR’s are looking for a break in the beam, once 

MS EXPO
Last Monday evening saw our annual Middle School Expo 
take place.  This event is designed to highlight the range 
of opportunities for learning in the Middle School.  Many 
students new to the Middle School look forward to the 
Expo as a chance to see the electives on offer for them in 
the following year; however, it serves a broader purpose 
of allowing existing students to place their learning on 
public display and to explain what they’ve done to a wider 
audience.  Thanks to Mrs Lisa Roper for her coordination of 
this year’s event.  

SUBJECT SELECTION 2019
Following on from the Expo will be the process of selecting 
elective subjects for 2019.  Information about the online 
subject selection protocol will be sent home in the coming 
weeks and students will be able to sit and discuss potential 
subjects with families before submitting preferences. A 
reminder that students new to Year 7 in 2019 will also need 
to select either German of Japanese as a language preference 
for the year.

Middle & Senior 
School  News

YEAR 7 CAMP
This week was punctuated by the annual Year 7 migration to 
Lake Ainsworth for their camp.  The Camp provides the year 
level with an opportunity to move beyond the boundaries of 
the campus and develop relationships outside the classroom 
within a challenging but safe setting.  Thanks to all Year 
7 students for their positive approach to camp and to Mrs 
Debbie Wamsley and Mrs Lisa Roper for overseeing the 
organisation of the event.

Tom Casey
Head of Middle School



I would like to thank all of the students and families who 
supported and helped at Middle School Expo. Your help is 
always so appreciated. 

We have also had some lovely volunteers in the classroom. 
So many students have been involved with activities, games 
and study with these wonderful volunteer teachers from 
Japan. 

Language News

A crane making challenge was also held, to see who could 
fold the smallest (yet still accurate) crane. Here are the 
finalists in the photo. Winners will be announced this week. 

SECONDARY JAPANESE SPEECH CONTEST RESULTS:

Year 7 
Isabella Nelson    Highly Commended 
Patterson Casey   Highly Commended 
    
Year 8 
Eliza Thorpe    1st Place  
Amali Batson    Highly Commended 
    
Year 10 
Alex Bugeja    1st Place 

SECONDARY GERMAN SPEECH CONTEST RESULTS: 

Year 7 
Mia Mihelcic    1st Place
Etienne Gilmore-Pick  3rd place 
Indigo Cheetham Highly Commended 
Kesem Bengiat  Highly Commended

Year 9
Emily Martin    2nd Place

it senses the break, it plays a certain note on the buzzer 
according to the program sensitivity. Wha inspired me to 
create this was, that morning I had a piano lesson and was 
thinking, what if somehow a person could bring a piano 
with them everywhere they went! After that, I searched the 
internet and found some things along the same line.

Yuma Adachi Year 7
Project name: Money Entertainer
Abstract: Money Entertainer is made out of wood and I was 
hoping that kids will be able to enjoy saving money. It is light 
and easy to carry around. If the button is pressed, the screen 
will display the total amount saved. My idea came from my 
parents Sushi Café where customers could see how much 
money was in the box. Later I thought of how other kids 
and I could use it to save our pocket money. This money box 
will teach kids how to save our own money in a fun way. 
Parents would also be able to access the moneybox very 
easily. While kids are having fun, the money box will fill up 
with coins very quickly.

Liz Polentas
Subject Coordinator - Information Technology



Science News

SCIENCE NEWS
As a part of the National Science week activities, some of our 
senior science students conducted some hands on practical 
experiences with our pre-prep students from the ELC. 
Students investigated the properties of static electricity. We 
had balloons repelling each other and ‘sticking’ to students 
heads and to walls. Students were then delighted with how 
a Van de Graaff generator could make confetti fly into the 
air and make students hair stand on end.

PHYSICS ALUMNI LECTURE- QUANTUM PHYSICS
On Wednesday 22 August 2018, two of our Alumni students , 
Lachlan Coote and Bailey Scott, currently studying full-
time at University, presented a collaborative lecture series 
to our current Year 12 Physics students. The much-debated 
topic of Quantum Physics was well presented with intelligent 
applications of intriguing formulae. 

Lachlan commenced the lecture with a focus on the 
Uncertainty Principle and its implications for modern Physics. 
Bailey continued the session with a rigorous explanation 
of the Wave-Particle Duality and graphical representations 
of experimental findings. Both these lectures provided 
invaluable insights to our current cohort of Year 12 Physics 
students. 

Students were fully engaged throughout both lectures 
and emerged from the session with a heightened sense 
of confidence. In conclusion then: “Anyone who is not 
shocked by quantum theory has not understood it.” 
(Bohr said this sentence in a conversation with Werner 
Heisenberg, as quoted in: “Der Teil und das Ganze”.)

Gordon Naidoo
Middle and Senior School Teacher

I was delighted to see how our senior students enthusiastically 
approached this activity and engaged our Junior College 
members in a nurturing and caring way. 

David Wyatt
Head Of Department -Science.

All students who participated were beautifully dressed, well 
mannered and wonderful ambassadors for the College.   We 
are so proud of all of them. They have truly challenged them-
selves and had a fantastic experience. 

Kerry Forrest
Acting Head of Department Languages
さようなら and Auf Wiedersehen



ST ANDREWS AT THE GOLD COAST JAZZ CLUB
Last Sunday The Saints, along with invited soloists 
entertained a packed crowd at the Gold Coast Jazz Club. 
This was a wonderful showcase of the musical talent here at 
the College. Many thanks to Paul Oakley-Grant, John Whyte, 
Andrew Hobbler and Anthony Simmonds for their support 
of The Saints and of the event.

Performing Arts News

The Wonder Women program is an assets-based approach 
that utilises the 40 Developmental Assets Framework 
identified by the Search Institute (Starkman, 2002; Lifehouse, 
2007). Research suggests that the more assets a young person 
gains, the more likely they are to have success at school, 
and the less likely they are to engage in high-risk behaviours 
(Search Institute, 2018). Areas of focus include developing a 
positive sense of self through knowing, embracing, learning, 
meeting and becoming who we truly are. Through the use 
of teaching conflict-resolution skills and coping strategies via 
fun team games, mindfulness activities (yoga by the beach 
and art sessions), self-love discussion and challenges (rock-
climbing), we aim to increase self-esteem, self-efficacy and 
self-worth of our female students. 

We look forward evaluating the effects of the Wonder 
Women program on these female students in a few weeks’ 
time.

Kelly Gervasoni
Teacher

Wonder Women
St Andrews Lutheran College has been given the exciting 
opportunity to pilot a new wellbeing program with the 
University of Melbourne - Graduate School of Education. 
During Term 3, twelve students have been participating in 
the “Wonder Women” program which is facilitated by 
Mrs Robyn Rudd and Miss Kelly Gervasoni. This six-week 
program has been developed using the latest research on 
positive wellbeing frameworks and is specially designed for 
female students. 



DATE INFORMATION CONTACT

Friday 24 
August

Int Drama Festival
Eyes to the Floor
St Andrews Lutheran 
College 6.00pm

Cilla Scott
priscillas@salc.
qld.edu.au

Tuesday 28 
August

Gold Coast Eisteddfod 
Dance Primary Dance
2pm and 4pm sessions
Junior School Troupes and 
Animi

Paula Guild
Tina Tanguy 
(Animi)
pau l ag@sa l c .
qld.edu.au
tinat@salc.qld.
edu.au

Saturday 8 
September

Dance Night

Date Claimer

Paula Guild
Tina Tanguy 
paulag@salc.
qld.edu.au
tinat@salc.qld.
edu.au

DANCE EISTEDDFOD SUCCESS
Congratulations to our Years 7 – 12 dance troupes who 
represented the College at the Gold Coast Eisteddfod last 
week. Once again these troupes performed exceptionally 
well with Dansation placing 3rd with their 80s medley 
and Combined Intensity  came 2nd with their powerful 
contemporary “Body Love”. Many thanks to the 
incomparable Paula Guild who works tirelessly to create 
such a thriving dance program here at St Andrews.

SENIOR DRAMA FESTIVAL SUCCESS
Last Friday our senior cast presented “Face To The Wall”, 
directed by Trent Ivett at the Gold Coast Secondary Schools 
Drama Festival. This powerful piece of theatre captivated 
and challenged audiences.

The production won Best Dramatic Performance and Runner 
up to Best Overall Play. Special mention also to Lily Fleming 
who won Best Actor for her outstanding performance.

Cilla Scott
Head of Arts

priscillas@salc.qld.edu.au
priscillas@salc.qld.edu.au
ppaulag@salc.qld.edu.au
ppaulag@salc.qld.edu.au
paulag@salc.qld.edu.au
paulag@salc.qld.edu.au
paulag@salc.qld.edu.au
paulag@salc.qld.edu.au
tinat@salc.qld.edu.au
tinat@salc.qld.edu.au


BLAZER FITTINGS FOR YEAR 9 STUDENTS
Next year your child will require a College Blazer to be worn 
for school photos at the beginning of Term 1, and then daily 
as part of the formal winter uniform in Terms 2 and 3.
 
New and 2nd hand blazers must be ordered from the 
Uniform Shop  BY THE END OF THIS TERM. This is to ensure 
that the order can be placed on Thurdsday 20 September 
and the blazers will arrive in time for official school photos. 
NB: Orders for blazers placed after this date may incur a late 
fee as charged by the supplier.
 
The Uniform Shop has sample blazers to try on and there are 
some new and second hand blazers available for immediate 
purchase. More 2nd hand blazers are expected at the end 
of the year and requests for these will be taken on First-In 
basis. We encourage parents to accompany their child when 
ordering these blazers to ensure the correct fitting.  Please 
do not order Blazers on Flexischools unless your child 
has been fitted in the Uniform Shop first.  Blazer sizes 
can be changed in January if necessary. Please ask staff for 
details.
 
New Blazers    Girls   $190-$195               
   Boys   $195-$200
Second Hand Blazers   $100-$130 depending on quality 
(2nd hand Blazers must be paid in full)
 
A $50 deposit will be required when placing your order 
and you are welcome to use our Lay-by facility to make 
payments on new Blazers.

Uniform Shop News

P&F News
The Father’s Day stall  will be held on  Monday 27 August 
and Tuesday 28 August mornings and all gifts will be $5. 
The stall is open for all students to purchase gifts under the 
Junior School bus shelter. The Early Learning Centre will 
have gifts available from their Reception.
 
A Father’s Day Raffle is also being held.
1 ticket x $2 or 3 tickets x $5
Prizes are:  
• 1st prize Father’s Day assorted gifts in a basket.
• 2nd prize BWS $50 gift voucher kindly donated the 

team at Reedy Creek BWS.
• 3rd prize Autobarn $50  gift voucher kindly donated by 

the team at Autobarn.
• 4th prize Ragdoll Bar & Dinner Lounge $50 gift voucher 

kindly donated by Ragdoll Bar & Dinner Lounge.
• 5th prize A wonderful gift basket kindly donated by 

Currumbin RSL.

Dates to Remember

AUGUST

Friday 24 

GCSSDF Drama Festival - Intermediate 

 - 6.00pm - 8.30pm

Saturday 25 

Young ICT Explores Competition

Matinee Intermediate Drama Festival 
 - 1.00pm - 3.00pm

Evening Intermediate Drama Festival 
 - 5.00pm – 7.00pm

Sunday 26 

Years 7-9 Tournament of Minds

Monday 27

All Schools Touch Preliminary Round

Year 9 Mangrove Studies

Year 11 Visual Art Excursion

Wednesday 29

Years 8,9,10 and 12 AGCCC Chess Tournament

Year 9 Excursion to Tweed River Art Galley

Thursday 30

IC’18 - Opportunity Recognition

Friday 31

Gold Coast Show Day Public Holiday

SEPTEMBER

Sunday 2

Father’s Day



	
	
	
	

	

 On Tuesday 11 September - P&F general meeting at 7pm. 
If you would like to put anything on the agenda for this 
meeting, please email pandf@salc.qld.edu.au
 
SAVE THE DATE - On Saturday October 20, join us from 
10am to 1pm to celebrate the College’s 25th Anniversary. 
Come and join the fun with fantastic entertainment and a 
lot of kids games.
 
Enjoy your weekend and God Bless.

BEACH FUN ON THE  
YEAR 7 CAMP

       
ORDER NOW

pandf@salc.qld.edu.au
http://www.ted.com/talks/amy_cuddy_your_body_language_shapes_who_you_are

