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Middle & Senior
School News
Congratulations to the Graduating class of 2018. You are an
amazing group of young people and we thank you for your
individual and collective contributions over your time here
at St Andrews. Year 12 Graduates, may God bless you and
keep you safe through the journey of this life and may you
remain confident in God’s love and plan for you. Above all
else, seek joy, be hopeful and continue to share your light
with the world!

As the year draws to a close and we finalize the students’
reports, I would like to also offer a word of thanks to the
students, one and all, for their exceptional approach to
College life throughout the year. Their vibrancy is truly the
heartbeat of our College. I would also like to thank our
College Parents for their unwavering support and partnership.
We appreciate the relationships we hold with you and your
children. I am grateful for the manner in which our students
adapted to change while renovations and construction of
the new Science and Middle School facilities got underway.
We are grateful that our new Centre for Scientific Inquiry will
reopen for the start of the school year and the Year 7 and
Year 8 block soon thereafter. The Middle School Celebration
evening on Wednesday was a wonderful showcase of the
talents and endeavours of our Middle School in 2018 and
we look forward to the launch pads for learning, the new
buildings will bring.

I also want to acknowledge the dedication and commitment
shown by our Teaching Staff, for their work towards coaxing,
coaching and inspiring our students to strive to achieve to
their true potential. The work they do in and out of classes is
what keeps our students learning, growing and developing
as learners and as well-rounded individuals. Non-teaching
Staff, Teacher Aides, Groundsmen, Administration, Library,
Tuckshop, and Uniform Shop also go above and beyond to
ensure this is a College of flourishing and so to them we are
also most grateful.
A special mention of farewell and thanks to the following
staff:
• Mrs Janette Jestrimski for her long and dedicated service
to the College since before it began and to Trevor
Sickerdick and Kerry Bahr, members of our grounds
crew all move into retirement after many years of service
to St Andrews.
• Ms Christie Jestrimski (Middle School Administration)
and Mrs Julie Lister (Teacher Aide) are also leaving us
after many years of faithful service.
• Ms Fiona Steele has been appointed as a Head of
Department Mathematics at St Michael’s College and
soon to be married, Mr Bernie Laverty and his finance
are relocating to Melbourne. Both of these exceptional
teachers will be missed.
• Mrs Liz Polentas is taking leave next year to complete
further study before retuning in 2020. Mrs Tamlyn Jones
will be on maternity leave and Mr Graeme Schache and
Mr Tony Carter will both be on Long Service Leave at the
commencement of the year.

SEMESTER TWO REPORTS AND THE START OF 2019
Reports will be available on Parent Lounge to parents in the
first week of the holidays. Please use the feedback contained
in the reports as a means of affirming your child’s effort and
progress throughout the final semester, and also as a basis
for setting new learning goals for 2019. We are working
towards notification of class lists through Parent Lounge in
late January.

All Middle and Senior School classes resume on Wednesday
30 January 2019. Our Year 7 students (2019) will attend
an Orientation Day on Tuesday 29 January from 8.30am –
3.00pm and new students in Years 8 to12 will attend an
afternoon session (12.30pm – 3.00pm). This is compulsory
and ensures a smooth start for our new students. Also,
please remember that traffic congestion is likely on the first
day, so please exercise extra care and patience.
As we prepare for the long summer break, I’d like to
encourage parents and families to stay connected. I believe
the most powerful thing we can do is to stay connected.
Stay connected with your child by being open to talking
through your boundaries and expectations and also their
ideas and thoughts around independence, trust and their
world in general. Stay connected to one another. If your
child is wanting to spend time with peers or to sleep over
at another family’s house and you are feeling uncomfortable
or unfamiliar with the family, call the parents and talk about
your boundaries and expectations and their boundaries and
expectations. Adolescents often use generalised statements
like, ‘everyone is going’, ‘no one else’s parents are calling’
or ‘don’t you trust me’ to push boundaries and to become
more independent. The balance of how much freedom/
independence afforded a young person is a difficult juggling
act for parents and very dependent on the individual, the
family values and context. From personal experience, I know
how challenging that balance can be. Finally, please stay
connected with staff at the College. We are here to help
and while there are limits and complexities to how we might
be able to offer support, we will always take a restorative
and Gospel centred approach and do our best to help. My
hope and intent in raising this is that it might prompt family
discussions at home and/or conversations amongst staff and
parents.

Chaplains Chat
How do you ‘love your neighbour as yourself’ and make the
world a better place? This is the question Year 8 students
have been addressing in Christian Studies this term. Ideally,
it is a question each of us considers regularly. As we do, it
is possible that just maybe we may contribute to our world
being a better place, because it sure could do with some
help! Year 8B students have come across all sorts of great
ways to ‘Love Your Neighbour’. There are a plethora of
websites that offer wonderful suggestions on what to do!
One, in particular, investigates the parable of the Good
Samaritan and lists off the following 11 aspects of what it is
to love your neighbour
1. Love is proactive. 		
7. Love is healing.
2. Love is observant.		
8. Love is sacrificial.
3. Love is compassionate.
9. Love is communal.
4. Love is responsive.
10. Love is promising.
5. Love is costly.
11. Love is merciful.
6. Love is inopportune. 		
A quick glance at these concepts reveals what we already
somewhat know…. Loving our neighbour as our self is not
an easy life orientation to aspire to! It is extremely challenging
and yet we can understand how it is a noble and beautiful
way to attempt to spend our time here that we are blessed
with.

St Andrews is a community of flourishing where everyone
is someone and wherein more than a good education, an
education for good remains at the forefront of our journey.
This is our last bulletin for 2018. May the coming Christmas
season be a timely reminder of God’s blessings and the joy
of knowing that Christ gave us the ultimate gift in sending
his son to save us all.
Have a very blessed Christmas.
Virginia Warner
Deputy Principal / Head of Secondary School

Jesus sets this incredible way of life before us as something
to aspire to and the bar is so high… I know that I feel I can
never attain the lofty heights put before us but thankfully,
we are not left to strive towards this ideal on our own. Christ
not only sets this as the gold standard to strive towards, He
also provides us with the love and motivation with which
can go some way to living out this awesome way of life. The
beauty of God’s great love for us, as evidenced by Christ’s
dwelling amongst us and ultimately sacrificing his life to
rescue us from sin and death, motivates us to act in ways we
struggle to be capable of, in our own strength. Loving your
neighbour as yourself becomes more attainable when we
know and trust that we are safe in our loving God’s embrace.
As we celebrate Christ’s birth again this Christmas, I pray
the reality of God’s love for all people is experienced by us
all so that we may be motivated by pure love, to love our
neighbour as our self and make the world a better place.
Graeme Schache
College Chaplain

Flourishing
in the
Senior School
What an incredibly busy year. Firstly, thank you to the
Senior School staff who go above and beyond supporting
the learning and development of our young people. To the
students, what a fun year it has been. Our daily interactions,
quiet chats, engaging lessons, responses to curious minds
and probing for better, better, better make it all worthwhile.
As we round out the year with the presentation of the
Senior Jerseys to our incoming Year 12 cohort of 2019 and
celebrate the Top of Subject and Citizenships awards, it is
an opportunity to also say thanks to parents for your faith
in us and also to think about how we want to be better,
better, better next year. As I promised the students my goal
is that the Senior School is a place where they flourish, that
we ensure our new seniors (the Year 10’s) feel welcome and
supported and that each student is achieving their personal
best. More work, more fun, more kindness.

Middle & Senior
School News
CLASS LISTS AND ELECTIVE CHANGES
Over the upcoming holidays we will be finalising class
placements for 2019 and trying to organise any requested
elective changes. It is worth remembering that all elective
classes have capped numbers and, as such, in some instances
a change may only be accommodated if another student
requests movement from a particular subject. Nonetheless,
we do offer a two-week window at the start of the new
semester during which students can move if possible.
Core class placements are a more complex process and
key staff have been working for some time to align the
best opportunities for learning to occur in these areas. It is
exceptionally rare for any requested change in core class to
be considered. These are usually published in the week prior
to the commencement of Term One.

Part of recognising strengths and creating opportunities
to flourish, began this week with our 2019 leadership
applicants stepping outside of their comfort zones to run
activities for the Year 10’s, learn about leadership from an
outside facilitator, Mr Tony Knox and for our Captains to run
the final assembly. Nothing like hitting the ground running.
I am really excited to work with all Year 12’s next year and
especially proud to announce the 2019 Leadership Team:
Captains
Lucy Turnbull & Brody Roper
Vice-Captains
Ashleigh Jablonski & Duke Lawson
Student Representative Council & Service Captains 		
Lauren Kattenhorn, Claudia Steele &
Madeline Hoefler
Sports Captains
Misha Varley & Zac Micallef
Cultural Captain
Lily Fleming
House Captains
Wardjam Joel Jackson Binging Mitchell Blackborough
Jubi
Georgia Eller Gowandi Jack Mason

THANK YOU
This is my final Bulletin article prior to Mrs Roper taking
over this role for 2019. I look forward to assisting her in the
Middle School next year as we enter an exciting new phase
of schooling for our Middle School students. It has been a
joy to lead this growing part of the College over the past six
years and I wish Mrs Roper all the best for 2019. Thank you
to all families for your contributions to the College for 2018
and I hope that you have a wonderful time together during
the Christmas season.
Tom Casey
Head of Middle School

Middle School
Design technology
If you have any queries or concerns please do not hesitate
to contact me on tanias@salc.qld.edu.au
Tania Stewart
Head of Senior School

This semester the Design Technology Department and
IT department integrated the curriculum across the two
learning areas. The students used various software programs
to design, build and program their own theatre boxes. The
integrated teaching and learning enabled the students and
teachers to acquire skills across the different subject areas.

ROBOTICS
On Saturday 17 November, students from the Robotics
co-curricular club competed in the First Lego League
(FLL) competiton at Emmanuel Anglican College, Ballina.
Students had to work together to ‘break out of their earthly
contraints and go INTO ORBIT’. They had to choose and
solve a real-world problem in a project whilst also having to
build, test and program an autonomous robot to solve a set
of missions on the 2018 FLL Robot Game. Throughout their
experience they operated under Core Values celebrating
discovery, teamwork and gracious professionalism. The
Fortnite crew enthusiastically showed off their core values to
the judges and were awarded with an ‘honouring mention‘
at the end of the day.

The students were required to plan, design and produce
a programmed theatre box. This project would provide
the students with the required knowledge and skills and,
a tangible product to share and communicate the journey
with their parents/guardians. Students created their vector
images/puppets in Adobe Illustrator and printed them on
the laser cutter. They designed their theatre boxes using
Inventor, a 3D CAD software program in the IT lab and then
progressed to cutting and assembling the wooden boxes in
the Design and Technology workshop. Fun began when the
students had to start programming the servomotors that
would operate their puppets using the Arduino Open Source
software. Some students found coding a challenge, while
for others, programming ignited interest, some even got
their puppets to move using their TV remote from home.

Liz Polentas
Subject Coordinator - Information Technology

have interacted and heard from many guest entrepreneurs
who have mentored their entrepreneurial efforts.
Judges for the afternoon were Dr Baden U’Ren (Bond

Christian Studies
PEER MENTORING OPPORTUNITIES
The last couple of weeks have provided so many opportunities
for St Andrews students to operate as peer mentors, creating
positive outcomes for our youth. The SRC has continued to
host ‘ConXions BBQs’ for Senior Leaders to connect with
Middle School student interests, foster healthy relationships
across the years and be receptive to feedback to enhance their
leadership. Year 11 and Year 9 students have ‘Buddied up’
which helps all Year 11 students find their voice as leaders,
building social skills and for the Year 9 students it forms
another aspect of their ‘Journey to the Edge’ and transition
to Senior years of schooling. Year 11 Christian Studies classes
have continued with Service Learning projects which have
had them work with early years learning and inquiry units.
Year 12 men also participated in a service to call the Year
9 boys into a journey of manhood and challenge them to
make the most of the varied experiences that are necessary
on the journey of growth to be men of responsibility who
chose to make positive contributions in their community.

Overwhelmingly, and obviously, the experiences are positive.
These learning experiences capitalise on the importance
of peer relationships for adolescents and create a positive
peer pressure to support virtuous growth. These varied
opportunities provide extra learning opportunities for both
younger and older students, and the challenge before us
continues to be making time for these wonderful experiences
that enhance the St Andrews Community, nurturing
individuals and empowering lifelong learning.

University), Mark Woodland (CEO Xplor), Derek Bartels
(Director of Innovation and technology,LEQ) and David Bliss
(St Andrews Principal). Derek was linked in from Finland
via a Skype link. All students were outstanding in their
presentation, a testament to the amount of work they all
put into their ideas. The winners for the afternoon were
Amali Batson (1st place), Hugo Gooley (2nd place) and
Cooper Hersee (3rd place). Lutheran Education Queensland
nominated an encouragement award and this went to Sienna
Young. The first three placed students and a parent will be
travelling to Melbourne on 1 February, 2019 to meet with IT
experts that work out of Xplor Headquarters. This trip has
been sponsored by Mark Woodland founder of Xplor who
is extremely excited by the ideas these young students have
come up with. Stay tuned for the next adventures of our up
and coming entrepreneurs.
Terri Myles
Head of Business

James Nelson
Director of Student Development

Sport News
IC’18
On Friday 9 November, students from Year 7 to 9 participated
in the pitching afternoon of Innovate and Create IC’18.
IC’18 is a program designed by Bond University to build
entrepreneurial capability by developing creative problem
solving and inter-disciplinary teamwork skills. The students

AUSTRALASIAN FUTSAL TITLES
The second last weekend of school, two of our teams
competed in the Australasian Futsal Titles held in Insports
Cornubia. This is a wonderful achievement for both the
13 girls and 14 boys teams. Both teams competed
admirably with the boys making it through to the semi
finals. Unfortunately they lost 3-2 in a very even match to
Newcastle State High, but played extremely well and came

close to their second consecutive Grand Final. Thanks to
their coaches Mrs Leanne Pett, Mr Christophe Tanguy and
our mentor coach Daniel Sciacca for all their time, effort and
dedication.

QUEENSLAND ALL SCHOOL TOUCH
Once again St Andrews was represented by 5 teams at this
highly competitive state wide tournament. Our 13 girls and
Open mixed teams faired the best and were close to making
the finals. However due to some close results and inclement
weather they just missed out. This tournament was the
culminating event for our Touch Excellence program which
had seen us compete in 3 lead up tournaments preceding
this major competition. The depth of student’s skills and
game understanding has certainly developed this year and I
look forward to seeing this continue in 2019!

SPORT AWARDS BREAKFAST
It was a real pleasure to gather early one morning before
school and celebrate the amazing achievements of our
students in school sport. Over a delicious breakfast, students
were acknowledged by the school community and recognised
for representing their school district, region, state and even
their country. This year a special, new award was introduced,
the Benjamin Fitzsimmons Spirit of Kokoda Award which
went to Hayden Verschuure.
Libby Wood
Head of Sport

Performing Arts News
PAT 2019
A few reminders to families in our Performing Arts Tuition
Program
ELITE ATHLETE LUNCH
In Term 4 twenty five of our elite sporting athletes in Years
9 to 12 were invited to attend a special lunch. Ms Naomi
McCarthy the Manager of the Universities Sports Unit came
and spoke to the students about sport and study balance.
This was a valuable experience for these students and
hopefully will inspire them to continue with their hopes and
dreams for the future.

All enrolments automatically roll over. Should your child not
be continuing, please ensure that you complete a cancellation
form on the College website.
Timetables will be finalised early in January. Waitlists are
created and based on date of application. Priority for break
times will always be given to Senior students.

Our PAT Fee schedule will change in 2019.
Fees are as follows
Individual $35		
Pair $20
Group $12
NB – It is up to the individual tutor whether GST is applied
to this.
END OF YEAR CONCERTS
Last week saw the last of our concerts in our End of Year
Concert Series. We have almost all 900 enrolments in our PAT
Program and almost of those young performers performed
at an end of year concert. Special thanks to our wonderful
team of PAT Tutors who work tirelessly to support our young
musicians and actors.

CONGRATULATIONS PETER PAN
Recently our College Musical, Peter Pan was announced as
finalists in the following categories for the Gold Coast Area
Theatre Awards 2018.
Best Choreography of a Youth Musical
Best Director of a Youth Musical
Magic Moment of Theatre (Flying to Neverland)
With schools and theatre companies from all over the Gold
Coast and surrounding areas involved in this, it truly is a
special honour to be recognised.
Cilla Scott
Head of Arts

P&F News
HI FROM THE P&F TEAM
What an amazing year it has been for our P&F. We have done
such fun community events for the whole school this year.
Such as the Prep welcome morning tea, Year 7 welcome
afternoon tea, picnic in the park, 25th birthday bash, biggest
morning tea, world teacher day and the Christmas carols.
Thank you for your support and also a huge thank you to all
the staff who have supported and encouraged us to build
the whole school as a community.

Congratulations to your new committee. These are the P&F
members elected for 2019:
President 			 Vice President
Amanda Ryan			
Jess Russell
Treasurer			 Secretary
Kyelie Baxter			
Nicole Ainger
Fundraiser 			
Grants
Jeff Bauman			
Ellie Gardner
OUR SPONSORS
We would like to say a huge thank you to all of these
incredible businesses that have supported our amazing
school this year.
Streets Craftsman Furniture, Global Hardware, IQ
Accountants, Currumbin RSL, Spicers Retreat, Issue1 at
Robina Town Centre, Aspya Hair and Beauty Burleigh Heads
Annabel Trends, Ingwersen & Lansdown Solicitors, Furniture
n More, Billabong, Bunnings Burleigh, Burleigh Brewing,
Cedar + Suede, Comuna Cantina Pacific Fair, Dan Murphy’s,
Reid Street Kitchen, Dracula’s, Ella Bache Robina, Emma Read
Artistry, Epic Skate, Greenfolk, International School of Music
Palm Beach, JFK Woodfire Pizza and Bar, Lumber Punks
Axe-Throwing, McDonald’s, On Kliff, Pancakes on the Rocks
Surfers, Plantation House Cafe, Pretty Mummy Cookies Co,
Pure Living Pilates, Putt Putt Mermaid Beach, Skin Matters,
Surfing Services Australia, Super Cheap Auto Burleigh,
Tania Blanchard Creations, The Bathhouse Greenhouse,
The Borrowed Nursery,The Collective Palm Beach, Vapiano,
Xtend Barre Burleigh, Ze Pickle, Cross Carpets, Service Denim,
Always Dry, Joy Coffee, Ragdoll Bar and Dining, Autobarn,
BWS.
CHRISTMAS CAROLS
We hope you all enjoyed the Christmas Carols last Sunday.
We have such amazing talent at St Andrews. Thank you so
much for coming along. Thank you to all the incredible staff
and volunteers that made this night such a success.
SAVE 2019 DATES
P&F meetings, Whole School Welcome
• Fair Meeting Wednesday 20 February - 6.30pm
• Fair Meeting Wednesday 13 March - 6.30pm & 7pm
General Meeting
• Fair Meeting, Wednesday 3 April - 6.30pm
• Fair Meeting, Wednesday 23 April - 6.30pm
• Fair Meeting, Wednesday 1 May - 6.30pm
• Fair Meeting, Wednesday 8 May - 6.30pm and 7.00pm
General Meeting
• General Meeting, Wednesday 12th June - 7.00pm
• General Meeting, Wednesday 11 September - 7.00pm
• AGM, Wednesday 20th November - 7.00pm, General
Meeting - 7.30pm
P&F START OF YEAR EVENTS
• Year 7 Welcome Afternoon Tea for parents, Tuesday 29
January at 1.45pm at Tuckshop.
• Prep Welcome Morning Tea - Friday 1 February 8.25am
under the MPH.
We wish you a very Merry Christmas and see you in 2019.
P&F Committee

Dates to Remember

Nurses News
MEDICAL PREPARATIONS FOR NEXT YEAR!
Just a reminder that you can update your child’s medical details
on Parent Lounge. This information is used for general day
to day care for your child, preparations for camps/excursions
and class activities. You can now also upload attachments
(asthma plans, anaphylaxis action plans, specialist notes etc).
These documents can now be easily provided without the
need for sending in a hard copy.
For any further information or support reach out to me at
nurse@salc.qld.edu.au or (07) 55685900 (select option 5).
I pray God’s protection and blessing over you and your family
this Christmas and New Year.

JANUARY
Tuesday 29
Year 7 commence and New Student Orientation
Years 1-6 and Years 8-12
Wednesday 30 January
Term1 Starts for All Students
TERM 1 PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
Monday 28 January
Australia Day Public Holiday

Nurse Alisa

Friday 19 April
Good Friday Public Holiday
Monday 22 April
Easter Monday Public Holiday

Uniform Shop News
JANUARY OPENING HOURS

Change is
coming!

MY SCHOOL

CONNECT
is our new online provider!

https://myschoolconnect.com.au

1. Download the My School Connect app
or visit myschoolconnect.com.au
2. Create your account

https://myschoolconnect.com.au

3. Add your student
information

n order
Students ca
e app
th
lunch via

4. Top up your account
5. Start ordering!
6. FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
VIEW OUR HELPFUL VIDEOS HERE

Ordering via the My
school Connect App
makes lives easier for
Parents and Students!

