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From the Principal
HOME AND COLLEGE WORKING TOGETHER
A strong trusting relationship between home and school is so
important for a child. The two major learning environments
for a child need to be in harmony.
•

Children need consistency between parents, and
between home and school. Consistency of expectations
between home and school provides a child with a clear
understanding of what is required. Good habits are
learned through reinforcement.

•

Trust between home and school increases the child’s
respect for both parents and teachers. By their positive
talk, parents reinforce the appreciation of a child for
teachers. Teachers also must be careful not to criticise
parents… even in the staffroom. A negative culture
towards parents or school develops when gratuitous
criticism is offered.

•

It is very much in the parents’ interest to know their
child’s teachers and to work together to help the child
reach his or her full potential. Parents have the duty to
ensure that the other inputs in the lives of their children
are consistent with their own messages. If they fail to do
so there is the danger that, no matter how dedicated
they are, their own efforts will be undercut by the
competition. Children are wired to imitate those
who take an interest in them… for better or for
worse. Children imitate whoever they spend time with,
not only in classrooms, but on social media, through
movies and on-line games, and on mobile phones.

Such a relationship requires a high level of communication
between home and school, between teachers and parents.
There must be effective structures for regular communication
in place, as well as a desire to be proactive, foresee each
other’s need for information, and back each other up.

EMAILS BETWEEN HOME AND SCHOOL
Emails are like people. They have good and bad points. At
their best they are great communicators. At their worst they
cause misunderstanding, fail to communicate emotional
nuances, and by their broadcast qualities can irreparably
harm a reputation.
Communication is a good thing. The more communication
the better, provided the communication is positive or
constructive and appreciated by the other party. When
staff and parents use emails to communicate we all need
to observe some common sense protocols that allow us to
maximise benefits and avoid the collateral! The advantage
of email’s speed is also its shortcoming. Friendships can be
lost by too much haste and too little thought before pressing
‘send’.

COMMON SENSE GUIDELINES FOR EMAILS
The following guidelines serve well. Many are standard
etiquette for email communication. Parents may wish to
adopt them in guiding children in use of electronic messaging
in all its forms.
•

Greet your recipient by name - it’s polite.

•

Emails are at their best with content that is informative.
Avoid emails that have emotional overlay. Avoid negative
emails. Pick up the phone instead.

•

Group emails have the potential to waste many people’s
time if they are not pertinent. It is courteous to avoid
timewasting emails, and even joke emails broadcast to
groups.

•

Avoid emails for topics in the least confrontational,
and for any issue that could at all possibly be taken the
wrong way. Pick up the phone instead.

•

We must never email words we wouldn’t say to a
recipient’s face.

•

We must not write about third parties using emotion

charged words they would be uncomfortable to
read about themselves. Interpret behaviour in a most
charitable light and stick to the facts.
•

If an email is received that is contentious, neither staff
nor parents should ever reply to such emails. A face to
face discussion is needed.

•

Emails of any sensitivity must not be forwarded to a third
party without permission of the sender. This is obviously
all the more important if there is distribution to a group.
Brevity is the strength of email but it can be all too easily
mistaken for impoliteness. Before pressing ‘send’, if it is
not an email response, recheck the text and add some
niceties.

•

Sign off with your name and contact details - it’s helpful.

•

cc the LAG / Junior School Classroom Teacher in all
communications touching on the welfare of a child.

Thanks for working with us as we serve your children. It is
a privilege and a profound responsibility which we do not
take lightly.
Peace and Grace
David Bliss
Principal

Chaplains Chat
There is a famous poem from the 1950’s that has been
reproduced many times down through the decades. It
reflects on how children ‘learn what they live with’. It begins
with the line - If children live with criticism, they learn to
condemn. It continues with various negative examples and
then switches over to a longer list of positives…. An example
being - If children live with acceptance, they learn to love.
There is significant truth behind the sentiment expressed in
the poem. In a broader sense it is not difficult to see how we
are products of the culture and values that we experience
and live within, day in and day out.

The interesting thing to consider and think about is whether
the culture we all now live in is leading us to learn life affirming
ideals and values or is it exerting a negative influence?
We aspire to Celebrate the Gospel in all we do here at St
Andrews. The implications of this aspiration are multi-faceted
and it is certainly not constrained to just what happens in
chapel or devotional times… But it does all relate directly to
God’s input into our College, specifically through the saving
work and forgiveness won for all of humanity by Christ.
God’s rescue of us permeates every aspect of life in our
College. It colours how we deal with the highs and the
lows. It is reflected in the manner in which we encourage
all members of our community to achieve personal bests so
that they may be the best version of themselves in the service
of others. We see it in how we deal with behaviour that is
hurtful and destructive. This is responded to with an attitude
that is restorative and constructive rather than simply
punitive. Punishment is utilised in our College but always as
an element of bringing about growth in individuals, not as a
means of bullying offenders into right behaviour.
These are just a couple of examples but important ones that
point towards the St Andrews Way. And as already stated
these approaches all grow out of the theology of the Lutheran
Church and more importantly out of the Gospel of Christ’s
rescue of all humanity. It is a great privilege to be a member
of a community that looks to provide an environment and
culture where God’s love and will for our lives is the number
one focus. For it is then that our kids get to learn what is
right, true and honourable. Our hope is that as they live in
God’s love and forgiveness they will in turn, learn to love and
forgive too and truly have hope for the future.
Graeme Schache
College Chaplain

Junior School News
VOLUNTEERING
It is hard to believe that it has been four months since the
Commonwealth Games. The fun, excitement and energy
that abounded while the games were on was fantastic. I had
the huge honour of being a volunteer. My job was to help
spectators to their seats at the Badminton, Weight Lifting
and Wrestling. I even assisted some St Andrews families to
their seats, which was great.
At the end of my volunteer work, I received a lovely message
and gift from the organizers who were appreciative of the
work I had done. While the acknowledgement was well
received, it wasn’t necessary because I felt like I had received
much more than I gave. I received lots of lovely thank you
messages from the athletes (one of them even gave me
the shirt of his back), spectators were appreciative of the
assistance given and inside I felt like I was doing something
for my community.

College through volunteering helps to grow the community
as we come together as a village to help raise and educate
the children.
While there are obvious benefits to the organisation that we
volunteer for, the person who volunteers their time is often
rewarded too. The sense of satisfaction that you get when
you are able to help someone in need or the feeling that
you are able to give back to your community are powerful
internal rewards for volunteering work.
I feel very blessed to be part of a community where staff,
students and parents give so much of themselves for the
school and other organisations.

Our students at St Andrews take action regularly. Often this
occurs after a unit of work but at other times it is a result
of something that is really important to them. Recently a
number of Senior School students went to East Timor and
volunteered their time to help build homes for the villagers
to live in. They also entertained the children and taught them
some English. Last Tuesday we held our mufti-day and the
tradition of holding bake sales to raise money for charities
continued. A group of students went around the school and
collected a number of straws that had been discarded. Other
students have been to the beach to pick up rubbish that
would have blown out to sea and injured marine life.

Darrin Schumacher
Deputy Principal
Head of Junior School

Middle & Senior
School News
FOUNDATIONS FOR FLOURISHING
Everything we do at St Andrews is grounded in our
commitment to be a Christ centred, flourishing community.
This term, students across the secondary campus have
continued to work with a strong commitment to their
personal bests and to unashamedly pursue excellence. They
have done so with a deep understanding that their efforts to
use and grow their gifts are not for themselves alone but to
make the most of God’s gifts and to serve others.
In the Senior School, students have been involved in a number
of life enriching service learning activities this term. From
our Kokoda Challenge competitors to the Service in Action
projects building connections that support community and
service across and beyond our E-12 campus abound. This
week alone, Year 11 students are experiencing first-hand the
plight of homeless people by sleeping outside the Worship
Centre on Tuesday and Wednesday night and student driven
initiatives to support our drought stricken farmers and young
people battling Cystic Fibrosis are happening in true Andrean
Spirit – with humility and others-centeredness.

Many of our parents volunteer in numerous ways around
the College too. From working with their children in the
classroom to being on the Executive of the Parents and
Friends association. The help and support that is given to the

It was indeed humbling for me to return from Long Service
Leave just in time for our student led Chapel and reflections
from those who spent their past holiday in Bahareduk, East
Timor serving in that community. Thank you to all of the
students involved and Mr Schache and Mrs Craig-Ward for
supporting this transformative experience for students.

In Chapels so far this term, there has been a focus on the link
between faith, humility and forgiveness. Hope enables us to
look forward with expectation and confidence, and placing
our trust and faith in God’s provision of all things helps us to
see hope as open-ended and not limited by what we might
wish for. An agility in our thinking and strengthening of our
beliefs are a must if we are to grow in our faith and explore
our hopes as part of God’s plan. This lives out our intention
of providing, ‘more than a good education, an education for
good.’
Students have also committed countless hours to their
learning pursuits within and beyond academic classes. Our
Saints, Jazz group travelled to Port Macquarie to perform
and will again be live on stage at the Gold Coast Jazz Club,
Southport this Sunday 2-5pm and across the Arts, students
continue to perform exceptionally well at Eisteddfods
both achieving at excellent standards but perhaps most
importantly crafting and sharing their gifts with our wider
community.

traditional disciplines of study in the creative arts in our
students. IC’18 encourages a mindset in students based on
innovations and ideas:
I see possibilities; I see potential; I see problems; I see a need;
I see solutions.
The Entrepreneurial Experience, a school based program
designed to build entrepreneurial capability by developing
creative problem solving and inter-disciplinary teamwork
skills. This is a series of workshops for students who have a
“big idea” or problem to solve. Participants will be engaging
in action-packed sessions where students learn by doing;
understanding problems, creating a solution, building
prototypes and pitching business models. This series of six
intensive training afternoons will focus on the entrepreneurial
journey from the safety of the school environment and
students will benefit from expert mentoring while improving
their future work skills. This will be open to students in Years
7– 12. Bond University is supporting our College staff in this
endeavour and more information about the Entrepreneurial
Experience can be found in the flyer at the back of the
newsletter. We are also seeking assistance from our extended
St Andrews community. Please consider acting as a mentor
for this opportunity. If you are interested in being involved
please contact me directly virginiaw@salc.qld.edu.au
Dates are:
• Thursday August 30
• Friday September 7
• Friday October 12
• Friday October 19
• Friday October 26
• Friday November 2
• Friday November 9

1.30-5.00pm
1.30-5.00pm
1.30-5.00pm
1.30-5.00pm
1.30-5.00pm
1.30-5.00pm
1.30-5.00pm

Beyond the academic learning that takes place at St Andrews
each day, our desire to promote flourishing for our students
through building wellbeing; creativity, hope, faith and a
servant heart guides us as we continue to educate their
hearts, minds and hands. Our young men and women of
Character, our Andreans, continue to inspire me every day.
Virginia Warner
Deputy Principal
Head of Secondary School

ELC News
This week, students competed in the RoboCup State
Championships and Griffith University Science Trivia
challenges. On the weekend our language students will also
represent the College at the MLTAQ language competition.
INNOVATING AND CREATING OPPORTUNITIES TO
LEARN - IC’18
IC’18 launches again at St Andrews later this term with a
hope and intention to build a creative mindset beyond the

ELC AGED CARE VISIT
Friday 10 August the ELC had some special guests. Some
of our friends from St Andrews Lutheran Aged Care and
residential facility came and played. This was such a special
morning with some of the residents pretend shopping with
the children, shared stories of their school teaching days,
played with the playdough, embraced the children’s natural
curiosity and wonder, and answered their questions without
hesitation.

This relationships is so valuable on both parts and we look
forward to many more visits.
Thank you from the ELC!
Bronwyn Waters
ELC Director

Students were impressed with the diversity of marine
invertebrates found and were exposed to the skills required
to take accurate scientific data. When students compared
this year’s data to last year’s, they noted that the seagrass
beds have shown a slight improvement in health. This may
be due to the reduced freshwater run-off due to lower than
average precipitation amounts received.
A final survey will be conducted in October.

Science News
Recently our Year 11 Science Ambassadors; Duke Lawson,
Laura Hayman, Lauren Kattenhorn and Lili James, alongside
Mrs Twine and I, conducted our quarterly Crab Island
Seagrass survey on the Broad water.

Last Tuesday evening, budding St Andrews scientists took
part in the annual Griffith University Science Trivia Challenge
held at the Queensland Academy of Health Science.
The College had five teams of four participate in the Middle
School division supervised by Mrs Lisa Roper. One team
consisting of Joe Lethbridge, Oliver Whale, Hugo Gooley
and Rowan Twine finished on equal fourth after play offs.
In the senior competition, four teams participated and one
team, consisting of Ben Allan, d’Artagnan Barnard, Harrison
Craig-Ward and William Dower, also ended up equal fourth
after play-offs.

Students that participated had a very enjoyable evening and
liked competing against like-minded students from across
the Gold Coast. I would like to thank Mrs Lisa Roper and Mr
Matteo Parente for encouraging our students and helping
with student supervision.

Growing Good
Men
A DIFFERENT APPROACH TO PHYSICAL ACTIVITY
This term during sport students had the opportunity to select
a range of activities that help promote wellbeing and suit
individual interest. ‘Growing Good Men’ is being supported
by Mr Bernard Laverty, and a new initiative ‘Wonder
Women’ has been developed by Ms Kelly Gervasoni for the
young ladies. Students value the increased range of options
they can choose from as they learn to work individually or in
teams to develop their bodies, promote health and engage
positively in community. Our Head of Sport, Mrs Libby
Wood, has created a range of important growth experiences
for the students to choose from and the feedback is positive.

Year 12 - Ben Allan, d’Artagnan Barnard, Harrison CraigWard, William Dower, Holly Burnett, Isabella Austin-Howlett,
Ben Roberts-Brown and Ben Cheesman

The Growing Good Men initiative has been a valuable
contribution to the school culture and young men’s lives over
the last five years, as an extracurricular activity. This year has
given more students the chance to engage meaningfully
as it has become part of the curriculum and an option for
Term 3 sport. This particular initiative has given Year 9 and
10 boys the chance to meet in small groups with a mentor
and develop a stronger sense of self, as a person and as a
man. One aspect of the program helps develop the boys’
social skills and confidence in how they express themselves
in teams. Another aspect helps them critique the varied
masculinities that are presented in the media and instead
make clearer for themselves the kind of man they are
seeking to be. The final aspect of the initiative is to engage
the boys in service. This service aspect has typically involved
building or maintaining gardens around campus, or working
at reducing the weeds in the disturbed forest as part of the
Council’s Land for Wildlife partnership.

David Wyatt
Head of Science

James Nelson
Director of Student Develoment

Listed below are all of our students that took part in this
enjoyable activity.
Year 7 - Patterson Casey, Quinn Snide, Rylee Overweg,
Anenya Kale, Indigo Cheetham, Lily Dunnachie, Giselle
Courtney and Ashley Kuzmanov.
Year 8 - Lilah Thurbon, Coen Chalmers, Sam Kerr, Eliza
Thorpe, Joe Lethbridge, Oliver Whale, Hugo Gooley, Rowan
Twine, Lilian Morse, Izzy Young.
Year 9- Sasha-Lee Kuzmanov and Amber Chambers
Year 10 - Hannah Mason, Rikki-Mae Stevens, April Dower
and Alexandra Bugeja
Year 11 - Claudia Steele, Caitlin Gabriel, Lauren Castle and
Jasmin Gooley.

Middle School
Digital technologies
ROBOCOP JUNIOR QUEENSLAND COMPETITION
On Saturday 11 August, Students set off from Varsity Lakes
Station to participate in the Robocup Junior Queensland
Championships, held at the University of Queensland. At
the event, some robots followed instructions; dodging
obstacles, carefully entering bridges, smoothly completing
winding routes, while others had a mind of their own on the
day, and refused to obey rules set by the programmer. With
perseverance, grit and persistence, the students managed to
get their robots to complete all the set courses. The girls
proudly presented their dancing robots to the jingle of
Footloose in their ‘OnStage’ theatrical presentation. They
integrated Technology and the Arts, by designing, building
and programming their robots to perform with them on the
stage.

Chess Club
CHESS CLUB REPORT TERM 3 2018.
This term we were to Saint Stephen’s College in the
Auditorium on Wednesday 8 August for the Queensland
Chess Tournament. St Andrews fielded two teams - Premier
Division and B Division. Our Premier team comprised Khai
Bowie (Captain – 2018 Chess Club); Daniel Perry; Peter
Thomas and William Dower. Our students were challenged
by opponents with extremely high ratings (1000+), yet they
rose to these challenges and displayed incredible resilience

Liz Polentas
IT Coordinator

and true grit throughout the tournament - winning several
premier matches and thoroughly enjoying such higher order
thinking skills. Despite being unplaced, this Premier team
deserve to be congratulated on a sterling effort.
The B team comprised Jett Crossley; Hayden Verschuure;
Liam Bramley and Jonathan McGuire. The B team performed
exceptionally well and have brought honour to our College.
They were declared overall winners for this 2018 tournament
and awarded Gold medals. In addition, Jonathan received a
Merit award and Hayden was declared the individual winner,
winning 7/7 games. A remarkable feat by our Andrieans!
Gordon Naidoo
Middle and Senior School teacher

Sport News
RESERVE THE DATE
On Tuesday 6 November our school community will gather
together to recognise the sporting achievements of our
students in school based sport. This year students in the
Junior School who have represented at a district level or
beyond will join with the Middle and Senior School students.
Early next term students and their families will be invited to

Performing Arts News
EISTEDDFOD SEASON
August in the Arts is traditionally a busy time with QUOTA
and Gold Coast Eisteddfods as well as Gold Coast Secondary
Drama Festivals.St Andrews has started the season with
some absolutely outstanding results.
the event to be held in the MPH. It is a wonderful opportunity
to acknowledge the talents and skills of our students and to
celebrate with them as a community.
HINTERLAND ATHLETICS 2018
At the Hinterland Athletics Carnival last week we had fifty
four students compete over two days of competition. Eight

Congratulations to:
QUOTA
JS Concert Band – 1st Place
String Ensemble – 3rd Place
Mini Musos – Highly Commended
Percussion Ensemble – Highly Commended
GOLD COAST EISTEDDFOD
Semitone Choir – 3rd Place
Senior Choir – 3rd Place
GOLD COAST DRAMA FESTIVAL
Last Friday saw the first of our three productions hit the
stage in the Gold Coast Secondary School’s Drama Festival.
The Seussification of A Midsummer Night’s Dream, directed
by Drama Ambassadors, Jarrod Yates and Nicholas Osborne,
was a fantastic production. Congratulations to the directors
and actors on such an entertaining comedy and on the

St Andrews students have qualified for the Hinterland Green
team to compete at the South Coast Trials on the 11 and
12 September. A huge congratulations also goes to Jesse
Harding who broke 10 Year Boys 200m Hinterland record
and Danny Shapiro who broke the 17 Year boys Triple Jump
Hinterland record. Well done boys and thank you to all
students for representing the College so well over the two
days.
Casey West & Libby Wood
PSPE teacher/Junior School Sports Coordinator and Head of
Sport - Secondary School

following results:
Highly Commended
Directors - Jarrod Yates and Nicholas Osborne
Narrators- Eliza Thorpe, Holly Rodway, Georgie Hacker,
Madyson Cloherty
Liam Whyte
Ryan Hodge
Sophie Crouch

Dates to Remember
AUGUST

Best Comedic Performance
Runner up Best Overall Play

Saturday 18

Special mention to Eliza Thorpe who having only stepped
into the role a few weeks before won an Outstanding Actor
Award for her performance.

Rosies School Outreach

An amazing result! Congratulations to all involved.
Drama is thriving at St Andrews.

Sunday 19
MLTAQ Speech Contest

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
At this time of year many students are involved in individual
Eisteddfods. Please share your results with us so that we can
celebrate and acknowledge your efforts. This information
will also be included in determining Cultural Awards
eligibility. Send information to priscillas@salc.qld.edu.au

The Saints Live at the Jazz Club
- Southport Bowls Club

Cilla Scott
Head of Arts

Mon 20

Year 1A Funday Schusters Park

National Book Week

P&F News

MS Expo
Tues 21

The Father’s Day stall will be held on Monday 27 August
and Tuesday 28 August mornings and all gifts will be $5.
The stall is open for all students to purchase gifts under the
Junior School bus shelter. The Early Learning Centre will have
gifts available from their Reception.

National Book Week
Triple P Seminar 3 5.45- 7.30pm CRC

A Father’s Day Raffle is also being held.
1 ticket x $2 or 3 tickets x $5
Prizes are:
• 1st prize Father’s Day assorted gifts in a basket.
• 2nd prize BWS $50 gift voucher kindly donated the
team at Reedy Creek BWS.
• 3rd prize Autobarn $50 gift voucher kindly donated by
the team at Autobarn.
• 4th prize Ragdoll Bar & Dinner Lounge $50 gift voucher
kindly donated by Ragdoll Bar & Dinner Lounge.
• 5th prize A wonderful gift basket kindly donated by
Currumbin RSL.

Wednesday 22

On Tuesday 11 September - P&F general meeting at 7pm.
If you would like to put anything on the agenda for this
meeting, please email pandf@salc.qld.edu.au

Thursday 23

SAVE THE DATE - On Saturday October 20, join us from
10am to 1pm to celebrate the College’s 25th Anniversary.
Come and join the fun with fantastic entertainment and a
lot of kids games.
Enjoy your weekend and God Bless.

National Book Week
Year 7 Camp Lake Ainsworth
Years 10-12 Charity Vintage Clothing
Years 10 - 12 Basketball Tournament

National Book Week
Year 7 Camp
SALC Hosting Intermed Drama Fest

SALC Hosting Intermed Drama Fest

Gold Coast Oral Health
Services

Years 10-12 Boys Basketball Tournament
Years 5-6 Summer Sport Week 1

Book your Child’s FREE* dental check. School holiday
appointments are available. Phone Gold Coast Oral
Health on 1300 300 850.

Rehearsal - Intermediate Drama Festival
GCSSDF Drama Festival – Intermediate

Services may be accessed at Burleigh Heads School
Dental Clinic: Lower Gold Coast Highway, Burleigh
Heads 4220
*Eligibility criteria applies. For more information visit www.goldcoast.health.qld.gov.au/oral-health

WARRAMBUI
VOLUNTEER
INTERNSHIP 2019

ARISE is a program designed for young adults to experience
practical ministry and undertake ministry and theology
studies as they learn to serve Jesus and each other while
assisting in the operations of Lutheran Retreat and
Conference Centre.
Arise focuses on building a faith foundation that is grown by
living and serving in Christian Community. Whilst
volunteering interns will build their character, further
discover their identity in Christ, and explore questions of
faith in a supportive Christian environment that will give
them a solid foundation for whatever lies ahead.

A P P LY N O W ! A P P L I C AT I O N S C LO S E O C T O B E R 1 4 !
SO, if you are (or know) someone who is interested and want to
know more about this exciting opportunity please contact Andrew
Sharp (Ministry Development Manager) for an information pack:
Phone: (02) 6220 1000
Email: ministry@warrambui.com.au

A Project of the LCA NSW District
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Opportunity Recognition

Thursday August 30th 1:30-5.00pm
Where does the opportunity lie? What
is the problem? For whom?

Ideation

Friday September 7th 1:30-5.00pm
How do we come up with ideas? What
makes a good idea?

Prototyping

Friday October 12th 1:30-5.00pm
Let’s build it so they can experience it!

Testing

Friday October 19th 1:30-5.00pm
Does it solve the problem? Does it
need to change?

Storytelling

Friday October 26th 1:30-5.00pm
How do we “sell” our idea? How do
we sell it well?

Pitching

Friday November 9th 1:30-5.00pm
Convince others that your idea is
worth their time!

INDEPENDENT
WOMEN
OF SUBSTANCE
Secondary School
Female Students and
Parents are warmly
invited to attend this

Wednesday
22 August

Special Event.

from 6.00pm - 7.00pm

Guest Speakers include
a Doctor

In the Ruth Butler Theatre

Past Students College Counsellor

Social WorkeR

R
A
C

Psychologist

Pre

d
Love

From

5.00-6.0

0pm

BOOT Charity Clothing
Take home some
E
L
Market
A
S
cool preloved clothes.
Ent r y
:
Donations go to
Prostrate Cancer

$10

