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2018 CAPITAL WORKS

As this edition of STAR finds its way to the editor’s desk, we remain a-flurry with building 
activity. Earlier this year we took occupancy of “The Junction”, which comprises a new 
Ablutions facility for the Middle School, and a number of innovative indoor and outdoor, inter-
connected learning spaces. In 2019, this will form a natural extension of our Middle School 
Precinct, primarily as a “home” for our Year 9 students.  

In November, we moved into a new modular building adjacent to the Main Oval, from which 
Senior School classes will operate in 2019. This building also houses our much improved 
Uniform Shop facility.

In mid-January we will move into our Centre for Scientific Inquiry, truly a flagship for Middle 
and Senior School scholarly pursuit. The labs will flow through a number of inter-connecting 
learning lounges, conducive to individual or collaborative learning experiences, adding 
flexibility and autonomy to the learning experiences. Classes will operate in the Sir Charles 
Darwin, Nikola Tesla and Rosalind Franklin labs (Middle School laboratories), through the 
learning lounges honouring Fiona Wood and Edwin Hubble, and into the Senior Labs- Albert 
Einstein (Physics), Ian Fraser (Biology) and Marie Curie (Chemistry). The senior lecture theatre 
is named after Dorothy Hill. 

In Term 2, 2019, we will move into our completely re-modelled E Block facility, which is the 
base for our Years 7 and 8 students. Learning spaces in this building will be light and airy, 
with many operable walls, allowing for multiple classes to work together in “Masterclass” 
mode, through to learning zones and breakaway spaces for smaller groups. The cranes, trucks 
and site sheds are once more ascending the College driveway. With students just hours off 
the campus for their Christmas vacation, we are embarking on a project that incorporates a 
major extension and enhancement of F Block into our new Centre of Scientific Inquiry, a total 
overhaul of our Middle School Precinct and a new Ablutions Block.  
It is a wonderful time to be a student at St Andrews!

David Bliss
Principal

Principal’s Pen
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Being curious and open minded... Qualities that are so 
important as we investigate who God is working for

Chaplain’s Chat

As 2018 draws to a close, I am conscious of the 
important transitions taking place. Our Year 12 cohort 
have already left the College and are moving on to the 
next stage of their life – this is something immensely 
profound and exciting to watch. Several staff are taking 
up opportunities elsewhere, going on extended leave  
or retiring. And, of course, the Year 5, Year 8 and Year 
11 cohorts are stepping into leadership roles next year 
and have spent crucial time this year preparing for  
this next step. 

One of our staff members entering into a period of 
significant transition is our College registrar, Mrs 
Jestrimski (affectionately known as Mrs J), who is 
concluding 25 years of service at the College, – and 
more if you consider her time on the College planning 
committee before the school started. She would not want 
my article to be about her, so I’ll do my best, but I wish 
to convey the sentiment she shared with me concerning 
her departure. Essentially, she declared that the College 
will move on just fine without her, and so it should.  
The College’s vision, mission and purpose are bigger than 
any one of us and it is important that these continue 
through generations of staff, students and parents. Mrs 

J is right, of course, and though she will be sadly missed 
by all in the community, I have every expectation that the 
College will continue fulfilling its mission to students and 
the community, just as it has always done.

In the Bible, one of the most significant leaders in the 
Old Testament times was a man by the name of Moses. 
He was God’s first spokesperson or leader and with 
God’s help was able to defeat armies, defy an arrogant 
Egyptian Pharaoh and provide food and water to the 
Israelite community. When it was time for him to move 
on, I expect that God’s people were a little nervous.  
Who was going to do his job? Will they be like Moses? 
What will happen now?

Joshua, was the name of the leader who took over from 
Moses and guess what? The plans and purposes of God 
continued, just as it had always done. God declared that 
just as he had been with Moses, so He would be with 
Joshua, and He was. As humans we get very focussed 
on the people and the personalities, just take any 24-
hour news cycle as an example, but people come and go, 
personalities rise and fall – but there is one who remains, 
one who empowers it all, His name is the Lord God 

Nathan Glover
College Pastor

almighty, the God of Moses, the God of Joshua, 
and the God whom we celebrate at St Andrews.  
It is He who holds everything together. It is He  
who graciously empowers the work of our 
hands. It is He that we can depend on in times 
of transition and change. There is no need to fear. 
There is no need to be concerned. God is with us, 
today, and always.

As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these 
people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to give them.
Joshua 1:5b-6
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Our weekend of 25th Anniversary Celebrations in 
October was a resounding success. The events across 
the weekend were in themselves a highlight. From the 
‘Birthday Bash’ (sincere thanks to the P&F for hosting 
such a great party), through to the Alumni Fine Arts 
Soiree, through to the Gala Concert, through to the 
Worship Service of Thanksgiving, the focus over and 
again was on celebration.

When days merge into weeks, and weeks into months, 
it is too often the case that we do not pause to be  
truly thankful. Conversely, it is too easy to focus on 
the at times negative distractors or disappointments  
which, if we are not on guard, can easily become our 
default mindset. 

At St Andrews, we have taken time this year to  
purposefully and deliberately pause to simply be 
thankful. If popular opinion of the day had been 
heeded, St Andrews Lutheran College would not exist. 
The photograph above shows the site as purchased in 
1992. It was a swampy, entirely scrub-filled ex dairy 
farm on the side of a considerable hill!  The nay-sayers 
firmly outweighed the advocates and but for the Will 
of God and the steely determination of a devoted few, 
the Vision for a “home” for a worshipping community 
– Congregation, College and Aged Care – would never 
have happened. In the early days, it was members  
of the Congregation who literally pulled out their  
wallets and put their hand to a shovel to “build a 
community”. Praise God for our Founders and Pioneers.

25th Anniversary School Celebrations
David Bliss
Principal
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Nurturing the Individual, Empow ering L ifelong Learners, 
Celebrating the Gospel of Christ.



SALC Changing of the Guard

CHANGING OF THE GUARD
We are really excited to be working with four wonderful 
young people as the leaders of the College in 2019. 
Each bring their own skill set and have already shown 
they know that to lead means to serve. Just 2 weeks 
in and they have attended a leadership workshop and 
handover breakfast, run activities for the Year 10’s and 
led the final assembly in the Senior School. They are the 
face of the College and it is with great pleasure that I get 
to work closely with these young people in the coming 
months. Congratulations to Captains Lucy Turnbull and 
Brody Roper and Vice-Captains Ashleigh Jablonski and 
Duke Lawson. 

STUDENTS LEADING THE WAY
After our Year 11 leadership camp we took some 
key messages away from the experience including: 
communication (is key), attitude (is everything), 
relationships (matter) and teamwork (involves trust). 
In the final week of the school year our incoming 
leadership team for 2019 got to experience firsthand 
what leadership is like and put their skills to the test 
by running a range of activities for the Year 10’s. Fun 
activities for 70 students – no problem. They did a 
sterling job, demonstrating the ability to think on the 
spot, communicate clearly, share the load and step 
outside of their comfort zone. I’d say they are ready. 
Bring on 2019 for our best year ever!

Tania Stewart 
Head of Senior  
School

"What you do has a far greater  
impact than what you say."

  Stephen Covey

Junior School L eadersMiddle School L eaders

Senior School  

L eaders
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End of an Era Farewell to Janette and Trevor 
Virginia Warner
Deputy Pricipal/
Head of Middle School

Near the end of the school year we held a special 
Afternoon Tea for our much loved Janette Jestrimski 
(Registrar for 25 years) and Trevor Sickerdick 
(Groundsman since 2004) both of whom will retire 
at the end of the year. 

As a faithful and caring servant of this College, 
Janette, affectionately known as Mrs J, began work 
for St Andrews before the first sod was turned and 
she has walked the journey of enrolment with 
every student who has attended St Andrews to 
this date. Her warmth and personalised care has 
embodied our Andrian Spirit. 

Trevor too has served this community through its 
many stages, joining the College team in 2004 and 
as a member of our congregation before that time. 
No matter what the request has been, Trevor has 

been able to help source materials, solve problems 
and ensure that our grounds and events were all 
catered for in service to our students and their 
learning. For many years Trevor has gifted the 
College the timber crosses which are symbols of 
our Year 6 students’ transition into Middle School. 
These can be seen in the gardens of the top 
carpark. In recent years beyond his duties, Trevor 
was actively involved in our Growing Good Men 
mentoring program for our boys in Years 9 and 10. 
He was also instrumental in our 20th Anniversary 
labyrinth project and the evolving landscape of St 
Andrews. 

On behalf of the entire community I’d like to 
express our thanks and appreciation to Mrs J and 
Trev. 



"This little light of mine,  
I'm going to let it shine."

ELC End of Year Celebrations

Pre Prep Christmas Celebration and Graduation Service 
was a spectacular event. We had around 150 adults 
join us for this special celebration.  Both classrooms 
celebrated by singing songs, including a Japanese  
song they learnt with Sensei Sharon and Pre Prep 2 
recited a poem.

After their performances, the children dressed in 
their graduation gowns and we presented the Future 
Graduating Class of 2031 their certificates for completing 
their year in the Kindergarten Pre Prep program. 

The families joined us for a party afterwards and shared 
many memories of 2018. We look forward to seeing the 

growth of the children in the coming years and seeing 
them flourish in our St Andrews Community. 

St Andrews Aged Care joined us for their final visit  
on Monday, 26 November. We completed our arts  
and crafts, shared stories and had a wonderful time 
playing together. We had one final visit to them in 
December where the children gave out Christmas 
decorations that they made with the Year 11 Christian 
Studies students. We have loved this connection in 2018 
and are looking forward to continuing this reciprocal 
positive relationship with our Aged Care friends in the 
future. Merry Christmas and best wishes from our ELC 
family to yours. 

Bronwyn Waters
ELC Director



Junior School Celebration Events

CHRISTMAS CAROLS
This year the Parents and Friends sponsored our 2018 
Christmas Carols. This was a great opportunity for us 
as a community to celebrate the birth of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. We had performers from the ELC 
right through to the Year 12 students perform. There was 
singing and dancing and Father Christmas even made an 
appearance. 

TEDDY BEARS PICNIC
As part of the transition program into Prep, we welcomed 
the graduating class of 2031 to the Teddy Bears Picnic. 
They were welcomed by their teacher and got to meet 
their classmates. There was lots of excitement on the 
day and we are looking forward to being a part of their 
educational journey. 

CELEBRATION AFTERNOON
We certainly have a lot to celebrate at St Andrews. At 
our Celebration Afternoon we were able to acknowledge 
some truly outstanding results. Awards were given for 
sporting, cultural, citizenship and academics. We were 
certainly entertained by the students who shared their 
singing and dancing gifts. The powerpoint showing 
the highlights package showed how busy we were 
throughout the year. It was also nice to celebrate with 
the Year 6 students as they concluded their time in the 
Junior School and entered the Middle School. 

Darren Schu
Deputy Principal 
Head of Secondary 

"A good life is a collection  
of happy moments" 

Mia Hamm
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Year 4 Sharing the Planet Excursion

MARINE EDUCATION CENTRE, 
Year 4 visited the Hastings Point Marine Education Centre, 
for a day learning in the sun!  We were treated to a 
presentation in their museum, which contained powerful 
electronic microscopes to view small organisms and a wide, 
comprehensive range of marine artefacts – preserved and 
alive! Students and teachers alike were amazed at the 
quality of the museum! Students explored local mangrove 
areas learning about the importance and the connection 
of this habitat, with the greater marine biome. A highlight 
of the day was discovering and learning about the 
inhabitants of tidal rock pools. Enabling students to make 
valuable connections with material studied in class. There 
were plenty of opportunities to get up close and personal 
with a range of weird and wonderful marine critters!

Phil Budee
Year 5 Teacher
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Junior School STEM Education

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) 
and design thinking have played an integral part  
in the learning process for students in the Junior  
School. Teachers across Prep to Year 6 integrate STEM 
into their learning programs as it supports and enhances 
the PYP framework, nurturing and empowering  
lifelong learners. 

Students use the engineering design process and 
design thinking to solve real world problems that 
develop the 4’C’s of 21st century skills - collaboration, 
communication, critical thinking and creativity.   
Examples of STEM activities from the lower primary  
are outlined below. 

Prep students solved a number of problems during their 
unit that explored the properties of different materials  
and how they are used for different purposes. They 
designed and constructed bridges, boats and houses for a 
number of different fairy-tale characters. Year 1 students 
designed animal habitats for their chosen animal during 
their inquiry into how animal features enable them to 

adapt to their environment. Year 1 students were also 
involved in weekly STEM challenges including marble 
mazes, paper tower challenges, zip lines, balloon  
racers and straw bridges. 

Year 2 students designed, constructed and tested water 
filters whilst inquiring into how human actions impact 
on the earth’s resources. They also invented a new push/ 
pull toy using the engineering design process and some 
students were given the challenge to design a spinning 
top using Tinker Cad software and saw their designs 
come to life using the 3D printer.   

Students thoroughly enjoy the opportunity to use design 
thinking to construct, create, evaluate and re-design their 
models based on their testing. It is wonderful to observe 
the students being innovators and creative thinkers! 

STEM CUP 
Congratulations to Year Six students Ella Baldwin, Jayden 
Cooke and Madison Ross who made the Grand Final at 
the Griffith University STEM Cup 2018. 

Vikki Rees 
Teacher Librarian/
ICT Coordinator

"I have not failed. I've just  
found 10,000 ways that w on't work! "

Thomas A.Edison



Jacqueline Faulkner
PYP Coordinator/
Deputy Head of  
Junior School

Year 6 PYP Exhibition
The PYP Exhibition provides opportunities for students to 
apply all that they have learned throughout their time as 
a PYP student. It is a celebration of their learning, which 
entails presentations, musical performances and creative 
design. Over a ten-week duration, our Year 6 students 
had the chance to work collaboratively to investigate an 
area of interest to them. This year the student inquiries 
were guided by the transdisciplinary theme of ‘Where 
We Are in Place and Time’ with the central idea, “Many 
factors may influence homes and journeys over time.”

The groups inquired into:
• Gender Roles
• Architecture
• Colonising Mars
• Technology – Artificial Intelligence
• Entertainment – Virtual Reality
• Interior Design
• Communication
• Immigration/Refugees

Here are some comments from the parents after viewing 
the Exhibition:
“Fantastic presentation by all groups. As 

I was born in 1964 it bought back many 
memories…especially the gender roles 
information!”

“Well done all of Year 6! You guys did so 
well and I’m so proud of you. You all had 
super interactive stalls that were super 
informative.”

“Wow! You guys are really stretching your 
minds. Love it!”

“What a night! It was fabulous to learn so 
much from the students. Well done!”

The Exhibition offers students and parents the chance to 
see the vision and goals of the IB programme in action, 
and recognize how it consistently challenges students to 
develop skills, confidence and resilience.

Congratulations to the Year 6 cohort for a wonderful 
Exhibition!
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Year 7 to 9 IC’18 Pitching Afternoon 

On Friday, 9 November, students from Years 7 to 9 
participated in the pitching afternoon of Innovate 
and Create IC’18.   IC’18 is a program designed by 
Bond University to build entrepreneurial capability 
by developing creative problem solving and inter-
disciplinary teamwork skills. The students have 
interacted and heard from many guest entrepreneurs 
who have mentored their entrepreneurial efforts.

Judges for the afternoon were Dr Baden U’Ren 
(Bond University), Mark Woodland (CEO Xplor), 
Derek Bartels (Director of Innovation LEQ) and David 
Bliss (St Andrews Principal).  Derek was linked in 
from Finland via a Skype link.  All students were 
outstanding in their presentation, a testament to the 

amount of work they all put into their ideas.  The 
winners for the afternoon were Amali Batson (1st 
place), Hugo Gooley (2nd place) and Cooper Hersee 
(3rd place).  Lutheran Education of Queensland 
nominated an Encouragement Award and this went 
to Sienna Young.  The first three placed students and a 
parent will be travelling to Melbourne on 1 February, 
2019 to meet with IT experts that work out of Xplor 
Headquarters.  This trip has been sponsored by Mark 
Woodland founder of Xplor who is extremely excited 
by the ideas these young students have come up with.    

Stay tuned for the next adventures of our up and 
coming entrepreneurs.

"There are tw o primary choices in life: to accept 
conditions as they exist, or accept the responsibility 
for changing them."

 Denis W aitley

Terri Myles
Head of Business 
Studies

14
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Tournament of Minds is an international challenge 
requiring students to team up and create a presentation 
that offers a solution to a specific problem. Schools 
receive a long term problem six weeks prior to the 
regional challenge where the solutions are presented as 
a ten minute performance. On the day of the regional 
challenge teams are also presented with an unseen, 
spontaneous problem they must work together to solve 
in under ten minutes. 

One of the requirements of all teams is that they must 
be comprised of students across a range of year levels 
from Years 7 to 10. Our team members this year included 
Quinn Snide, Isabella Nelson and Yuma Adachi in Year 7, 
Jarrod Wilson and Coen Chalmers in Year 8 and Elijah 
Friebel in Year 9. 

The challenge required these six students to work 
together as a team in order to examine the social 
and cultural significance of fences throughout history. 
Having been informed they had found evidence of a 
fence that had long since fallen out of use, it was their 
job to educate the judges about the purpose that fence 
had served and the reason it was no longer necessary. 

The ‘Andrian 6’ as they dubbed themselves, came up 
with the clever and entertaining scenario of a YouTube 
documentary called ‘Alien Watch’ which involved a 
group of experts talking to the hosts about an alien 
civilization kept secret by the government. 

The score for their presentation combined with the score 
from their spontaneous problem earned them second 
place honours. This in turn, earned them a spot in the 
State Finals at Bond University, a tremendous effort 
given this is the first year any of the students have 
participated in the challenge. On the big day, teams are 
given only three hours to solve their problem. 

While the St Andrews team did not receive a place at this 
event they did a brilliant job of rising to the challenge, 
especially since they were one original team member 
down on the day.  

The ‘Andrian 6’ can be extremely proud of their 
accomplishment. We hope to see them back next year, 
perhaps even accompanied by another team of Andrians 
inspired by their success.

Helena Mackay 
Middle/Senior 
School Teacher/ 
Head of Enrichment 
and Extension

Tournament of Minds

"Find a group of people who challenge and inspire you. 
Spend a lot of time w ith them and it will change your life."

Amy Poehler
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Year 9 Student Business Electives

YEAR 9 MOCK EMPLOYMENT INTERVIEW MORNING
Throughout the second semester the Year 9 ‘World of Work’ 
class has been examining the place of work in Australian 
society and developing the skills to enter the workplace.  
Students have visited a number of workplaces and met 
business owners to investigate the changing expectations 
upon school-leavers who seek to enter the workforce.  In 
addition, students completed self-assessments to determine 
potential future pathways.

The culminating activity for the semester was a mock 
interview morning.  Participants in the course had developed 
an employment portfolio in response to a real vacancy 
and were interviewed by some members of the broader 
College community for the position. Anxious students 
met prospective employers who took them through the 
process of a job interview before providing feedback 
to the students regarding their interview skills.  It was an 
extremely worthwhile morning and many of the students 
have used it as a launchpad for their own pathways beyond 
formal schooling.

Tom Casey
Head of Middle  
School

 "The secret of getting ahead is 
getting started."

Agatha Christie
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Jochen Schaich
Middle and Senior 
German TeacherLanguage Oktoberfest

Language learning is not only learning new words for 
the same things, it is the pathway to understand other 
cultures and to gain a new vision of the world. A big 
part of our German language program, therefore, is 
dedicated to Germany’s cultural heritage, traditions 
and festivals. 

One of the most famous German traditions, of 
course, is the celebration of Oktoberfest. But who 
knew Oktoberfest starts in September, used to 
feature horse races and that the first Oktoberfest 
was a royal wedding reception? Well, the year 9 
German students definitely knew all that and a little 
more after they went to Oktoberfest for Teens at 

the Brisbane showgrounds. Oktoberfest for Teens is 
Queensland’s largest schools language event and is, 
in fact, the largest German language schools event in 
all of Australia. Organised by the Modern Language 
Teacher’s Association, Oktoberfest for Teens sets 
German language and culture alive for around 2,000 
primary and secondary school students and teachers 
across Queensland. 

The St Andrews students had lots of fun on the 
rides, playing human foosball, racing in the Gummie 
Bear competition and dancing to classic German 
Oktoberfest songs. A wonderful day of German 
language, culture and food!

"Language is the road map of a culture. It 
tells you where its people come from and 

where they are going." 
Rita Mae Brown



Cilla Scott
Head of Arts

Arts Eisteddfod, Performances and Festivals

18



19



Kerry Forrest
Acting head 
of Department 
Languages

Year 9 and 10 Japanese Study Tour

こんにちは、

On 25 September, Year 9 and 10 students, Mr Bliss, Ms Scott 
and I travelled to Japan on the bi-annual Study Tour. Japan 
is a country of fusion; where traditional meets modern on a 
daily basis. It is also a place of constant wonder, as students 
and teachers discovered so many new things to love about 
Japan everyday.

Our adventures included The Sumo Wrestling Tournament, 
downtown Tokyo adventure, the famous SkyTree tower and 
a picnic in a peaceful, beautiful park all in the same day! 
Students made their own hanko (stamp) with Kanji for their 
name, gold leaf chopsticks, and visited a Geisha district. 
They also visited Samurai house and castle in picturesque 
Kanazawa; a region famous for gold leaf where much of 
the food is even coated in gold leaf!

One of the highlights for everyone was our visit to Higashino 
High School, our sister school, where the students shared 
in family and school life for four days and nights. Many 
lifelong memories and friends were made, and all are 
looking forward to when they next meet.

The exceptional behaviour, willingness to challenge 
themselves and growth mindset shown by the students 
was heartwarming. As teachers, we were very proud of the 
conduct of the group throughout the Study Tour.

さようなら

Many lifelong memories  
and friends were made.

20
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THE POWER OF ENGINEERING 
How can you create a future through 
engineering?  Twenty-one girls from years 8 
to10 attended a ‘create your future’ power 
of engineering day during October, to  
help answer this question. Students 
participated in interactive workshops which 
showcased a variety of engineering disciplines 
including electrical, mechanical, civil and 
environmental.  Each session was hosted  
by an industry leading female guest speaker 
who challenged the students’ problem  
solving skills with an array of activities  
and tasks that were guided by current 
industry standards and guidelines. One 
such task involved the students working 
in teams to future proof the Gold Coast. 
Concepts such as reducing the impact of an 
ever growing population, congestion on the  
roads, encroachment of the environment 
and waste removal where all challenges 
that needed to be planned and designed 

for, when future proofing the Gold Coast 
of 2050. A highlight from the girls was 
when guest presenter Carmel Atkinson 
from ARCADIS, shared her background  
and experiences from studying on the Gold 
Coast to working all over the world and now 
as a senior structural engineer on the Gold 
Coast’s Jewel Residential Towers. Carmel 
provided real life insight into the day to day 
activities of a civil engineer which can vary 
between hand sketching plans, 2D and 
3D modelling, project coordination and 
management and even budgeting.  

The day was a wonderful experience for  
the girls as it helped them explore and make 
connections with the numerous opportunities 
and careers that exist in the field of 
engineering.  We are extremely grateful to 
the Power of Engineering organisation for 
facilitating the event. 

Brendan Smith
Year 8 Coordinator 
Robert Wecker
Head of Design 
Technology Department

STEM Day Women in Engineering
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Shane Edwards
Senior School

Wildcard Challenge - Boys Basketball Tournament
In Week 6 of Term 3, the College entered a team in the 
state’s annual Champion Basketball School of Queensland 
qualifying tournament, the Wildcard Challenge. The 
tournament was hosted by the Hibiscus Sports Centre at 
Mr Gravatt, Brisbane, on August 22 -24.

For many in the team it many was their first experience 
at playing in organised basketball games with official 
referees and an operational scoreboard. As the tournament 
progressed, significant improvement in confidence allowed 
many players to make excellent contributions to the team. 

A huge thank you to Mr Zac Lopez and Mrs Libby Wood 
for general organisational assistance and for doing the 
scorebench for our games.

Results:
Game 1 
St Andrews (23) v All Saints (36)

Game 2
St Andrews (25) v Highfields State Secondary College (37)

Game 3
St Andrews (29) v Kelvin Grove State College (41)
The team consisted of the following students:

Liam Davidson   Lachlan Hinds, 
Chycane Horan   Joel Jackson, 
Marcus Lepp   Jack Mason, 
Zac Micallef   Nait Thomson-Smith 
Ethan Wilson

YEAR 10 and 11 Basketball Tournament

"Make the practices like games and the games like practices" 
Don Meyer
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"One cannot th ink well,  love wel l ,  s leep 
wel l ,  if one has not dined wel l . " 

V irginia W oolf

BUFFET DINNER FUNCTION
The Hospitality subject enables students to develop skills 
in food and beverage production and service. Students 
follow the event brief procedure where all features for the 
event are identified and considered. Aspects such as menu 
development, types of food service and recipe creation are 
addressed. Students work as individuals and as part of a 
team to implement events within the Hospitality context.
This semester, the Year 11 Hospitality class have been 
developing knowledge and skill in selecting, preparing 
and presenting a variety of food suitable for a Buffet.

Parents and guests were treated to a three-course dinner.
Each student was responsible for the planning, preparation, 
presentation and the serving of several dishes. Menu 
items for the main course included, Beef Teriyaki, Herb 
Baked Salmon, Thai Green Chicken Curry and Aromatic 
Lamb Cutlets with Apricot CousCous. Guests were treated 
to a variety of desserts including Summer Berry Tiramisu, 
Vanilla Pannacotta and a decadent Chocolate Mousse.

Congratulations to the Year 11 class on a successful 
function.

Denise Pagura
Head of Home 
Economics

Year 11 Hospitality Elective
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Shane Edwards
Senior SchoolYear 11 and 12 Science Excursions

FIELD TRIP
As a part of their senior Ecological Studies, Year 11 Biology 
students travelled to the headwaters of Currumbin Creek 
to study a temperate rainforest. Students collected both 
abiotic and biotic factors that characterised this forest. 
Students were then engaged in comparing this rainforest 
to the dry sclerophyll eucalypt forest that can be found on 
our college campus. Students were required to investigate 
how the non-living components of these forests affect the 
composition of plants found. Students finally researched 
how human activity over the past century has adversely 
affected these forests and how protection policies can 
help manage these forests into the future. 

As members of community, it is vitally important that our 
students learn the importance of our local environment 
and consider how they can help protect this natural asset 
now and into the future.

Students enthusiastically tackled this activity and have 
produced reports that contained some very interesting 
insights.

SEAGRASS SURVEY
Recently a group of graduating Year 12 students 
conducted the final Crab Island Seagrass survey for the 
year. St Andrews Lutheran College has been collecting field 
data on the health of a seagrass bed in the Gold Coast 
Broadwater over the last two years. The data collected 
from this site is significant as it represents one of only four 
sites that exists between Peel Island and the Queensland/
New South Wales border to the south.  The data collected 
is collated by the Moreton Bay Marine Park Authority and 
used by the Great Barrier Marine Park Authority to help 
monitor the health of our estuarine marine environment. 
Through regular field study work, students have come to 
the realisation that our marine environment is important 
and can see that we are all responsible in preserving and 
caring for this environment now and into the future. In 
true Andrian spirit, our students enthusiastically engaged 
in this activity. Students delighted in finding diadema sea 
urchins, soldier crabs, sea cucumbers and sea hares along 
the transect.  I look forward to continuing this important 
activity with next year’s Year 11 Science Ambassadors.
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Senior School Journey Breakfast
Graham Scache 
College Chaplain
Allison Craig-Ward

JOURNEY BREAKFAST
The Prep to Year 12 Journey Breakfast for our Foundation students and families, 
those who have studied at the College since Prep is always a highlight in the 
calendar. Coming together to acknowledge the journey, for our students and 
families, and to share stories and memories is a lovely occasion.  Each of these 
graduates arrived in Prep, 13 years ago, with hopes and dreams and now they 
are ready to leave St Andrews to see these realised as graduates well-prepared 
for their future endeavours.
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SENIOR GEOGRAPHY FIELDTRIP REPORT
We are ALL WEATHER Geographers! From Paddock to 
Plate.

On a particularly inclement (VERY heavy precipitation!) 
day in mid-October, the Senior Geography class headed 
south of the border to investigate farming patterns and 
processes as part of their final study unit of the year. A 
famous geographer once stated that geography is best 
learned through “the soles of your boots” and that is what 
geography fieldwork is all about (whatever the weather)! 
Our intention on this trip was to find out if the agricultural 
theories we had covered in class about farming systems 
and patterns truly apply to real farms!

A visit to the Madura Tea plantation and The Farm at Byron 
Bay gave students the wonderful opportunity to hear 
from farmers about the inputs, processes, outputs and 
challenges of farming. Students were fortunate to learn 
first-hand from passionate farmers about the importance 
of the environmental, social and economic features 
of their production systems that, not only make them 
commercially viable, but also environmentally sustainable. 
After such serious theory testing about food production, 
a well-earned stop at a local Scottish restaurant satisfied 
the need for food consumption! Special thanks go to Mrs 
La Porta who safely conveyed us through some pretty 
horrendous driving conditions!

Geography is best learned through 
"the soles of your boots"

Year 11 and 12 Geography Field Trip
Christina Wrigley
Senior Geography 
Teacher
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Ngaire Harman
Senior School 
Visual Art Teacher / 
Coordinator

Art Corner
Third term ended with the annual Energies Exhibition at 
HOTA Gallery. This year we were represented by Malika 
Savory, Jacinda Mulholland, Lyle Duncan, Matt Surman, 
Jessie Engleby (Year 12) and Lucy Turnbull (Year 11). The 
work varied from heroes; fears for the future; inspirational 
artists and freedom of speech. They are to be congratulated 
for having their work hung on the walls alongside Energies 
Alumni such as Michael Zavros and Anna Carey who also 
had work on display as part of the show. The art classes all 
went along to HOTA Gallery in Term 4 and got to see the 
breadth and depth of work from over 30 schools across 
the Coast. This is an art teacher organised event and St 
Andrews proudly supports this endeavour through the 
management of the accounts. A huge thankyou to Donna 
Mackay for her assistance with this. 

Energies led into the Alumni Art Show as part of the 
25th Anniversary Celebrations. We had 20 artists who 
exhibited work and a huge thanks must go to the Visual Art 
Department team for their commitment and support of this 
huge event. It was a fantastic opportunity to catch up with 
Alumni and see where their art journey has taken them 
post school. 

We then rolled into the Year 6 PYP Exhibition and the 
display of their artworks from their time in Visual Art in 

Term 3. Creating Howard Arkley inspired houses based on 
their own houses was a painstaking process as they had to 
draw, cut stencils and spray paint their work. Thanks to Sam 
Damme and Jack Decent, (Year 11) for their patience and 
professionalism working with these students. 

We ended the Visual Arts calendar with the Annual Year 
12 Graduating Exhibition, held in the CRC. Students came 
together to celebrate their learning journey across two areas 
of conceptual development, Power, and Fears and Dreams. 
Students responded to these in a myriad of ways including 
Lyle Duncan’s painting about a lack of freedom to Matt 
Surman’s drawings of influential people in his life, the Year 
12 artists took us on a visual journey to many places. It has 
been a wonderful experience to watch these young artists 
grow and mature, both technically and conceptually. They 
have been mentored by many including Hannah Barclay, Tia 
Scott, Darryl McAlister, Kerry Spence and Rob Wecker and 
have soaked up the knowledge and skills offered to them. 

Another fantastic year in the Visual Arts. Lots of blood, 
sweat, tears, deep conversations, problem solving on the 
fly, failing, trying and failing again and again until we get it 
right, and having an epicly fun journey along the way. 
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Kokoda Papua New Guinea

Since May 2018, Nick Connelly, Jess Naylor and I have 
participated in the Kokoda Challenge Youth Program, 
teaching us the four pillars of Courage, Mateship, 
Sacrifice and Endurance as demonstrated by the 
soldiers in WW2. We started training every Wednesday 
afternoon and early Sunday mornings for the Gold 
Coast 96km Kokoda Challenge. Taking on this event 
pushed us beyond what we could imagine. After the 
96km challenge, we continued training with 20kg packs 
to build up our strength to tackle the Kokoda Track in 
Papua New Guinea.

Throughout the training sessions, we did small weekly 
study sessions to get a better understanding of the 
campaign and to increase our knowledge and gratitude 

of what these soldiers did for Australia. Whilst on the 
track, we experienced the terrain and conditions the 
soldiers fought on in which they defended Australia. They 
fought off the sides of steep ridgelines, with torrential 
rain and with the enemy close by, it made conditions 
impossible. This would have been the worst place on 
Earth. 

My respect and gratitude for the people who fought for 
Australia has grown immensely and I still have no idea 
how the Kokoda track could have been a battlefield. On 
our return, we all have regularly contributed to the local 
community through volunteering at local community 
groups such as Landcare and Surfing with the Disabled. 

Andrew Cooke
Year 11 Student

Kokoda Chal lenge Youth Program, teaching us the four 
p i l lars of Courage, Mateship , Sacrif ice and Endurance 

as demonstrated by the soldiers in W W2
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Year 12 Class of 2018

Year 12 Class of 2018

YEAR 12 ‘MILESTONE’ EVENTS
Life is filled with Milestone Events. Births, baptisms, 
major birthdays, anniversaries, weddings and so on. For 
our Year 12’s, and their families, as the shutters begin 
to descend on their formal schooling, there is also a 
number of road markers indicating that the cul-de-sac 
approaches and as such the “end of the beginning” 
is at hand. These include the Formal, Closing Chapels  
and Assemblies, Presentation Evenings and the 
Valedictory Dinner.

At St Andrews, we also purposively focus on “finishing 
well”. The Class of 2018 certainly did that! What a fine 
string of celebrations heralded their farewell. As the 
saying goes …. “there was a lot of love in the room”.   

A farewell message that we try to instill in our graduates 
is not to consider that St Andrews was their school, 
rather that it always will be their school.

To the Class of 2018. 

SEMPER FIDELIS – ALWAYS FAITHFUL

May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind be always at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face; 
the rains fall soft upon your fields 
and until we meet again, 
may God hold you in the palm of His hand.
(traditional Gaelic blessing)

Ngaire Harman
Senior School 
Visual Art Teacher / 
Coordinator
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