
 
17 MARCH TERM 1 ST AUGUSTINE’S NEWSLETTER 

 
Dear St Augustine’s Parents and Caregivers, 
 
This week the Catholic Church celebrates the lives of two important saints.  Today (17th March) is 
the feast day of St Patrick and on Sunday, 19 March we celebrate the feast of  
St Joseph. 
 
Though separated by four centuries and hailing from extremely different cultures, Patrick and 
Joseph have a great deal in common, spiritually speaking and in their importance for the 
universal church. 
 
St Patrick was a Roman Briton, born in the early fifth century, Patrick, while still a young man, 
was kidnapped by raiders and brought to Ireland, where he lived the brutal life of a slave. One 
can only imagine the darkness of these years: torn away from family, friends, and home, 
compelled to learn an unfamiliar language, treated with disdain, forced to do the most 
disagreeable work. After six years in Ireland, Patrick finally managed to escape and return home, 
doing his theological studies there and becoming ordained as a priest. He decided to go back to 
Ireland to carry the Gospel to those who had enslaved and persecuted him. We must appreciate 
that Patrick, like all the saints, saw his life as an ingredient in a drama that God was directing and 
producing. He appreciated that the whole awful experience of being a slave was not simply 
suffering, but was, strangely, a preparation for the work that God had for him. During those 
terrible years, he learned a great deal about the history, topography, and language of the Irish; 
he came, perhaps, to love some of their lore and religious customs. Like Moses among the 
Egyptians, he came to understand the “enemy” culture from the inside and hence was able, with 
special skill and creativity, to engage it.  
 
Every episode of St Joseph’s life as recounted in the Bible is a crisis. He discovers, to his 
dismay, that the woman he loved and to whom he was betrothed to marry, was pregnant. How 
lost and confused he must have been. The Mosaic law permitted him to hand Mary over to be 
stoned to death, but his native decency prevented him from taking that path. Instead, he 
resolved, undoubtedly with a broken heart, to divorce her quietly. But then the angel of the Lord 
appeared in a dream and explained the anomalous pregnancy. Placing his own fears and 
preoccupations to one side, Joseph understood what was happening in the context of God’s 
providence and he took Mary as his wife. 
Next, discovering that the child was in mortal danger, Joseph took mother and baby on a perilous 
journey, across hundreds of miles of trackless desert, to an unknown country, an unknown 
village, an unknown people. One can only imagine the anxiety that Joseph must have felt. Now 
add to this the sense that your baby is being pursued by agents of the government, intent upon 
murder. But Joseph went because God had commanded him.  Finally, we hear of Joseph 
desperately seeking his lost twelve-year old son.  
Speak to any parent who has experienced looking for a child who has wandered away or been 
taken—and you will hear of a fear beyond measure. And this anxious search went on for three 
days. Thus, we fully understand Mary’s reaction when, having finally discovered Jesus among 



the doctors in the Temple: “Son, why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been 
looking for you with great anxiety?” And they received that devastatingly understated response: 
“Why were you looking for me?  Did you not know I must be in my Father’s house?” Quietly 
taking the child home, Joseph once more put aside his human feelings and trusted in the 
purposes of God. The little we know about Joseph is that he experienced heartbreak, fear unto 
death, and a parent’s deepest anxiety, but each time, he read what happened to him theo-
dramatically and not ego-dramatically.  
 
The shift in attitude, the re-orientation of the heart, the conversion that both men experienced, is 
what made St Patrick the patron of Ireland and the Irish and Joseph the patron of the Universal 
Church. 
 
Year Six Camp:  It was a pleasure to spend Wednesday and Thursday with the Year Sixes on 
their camp at Point Walter camp site.  The students all displayed great sportsmanship, resilience, 
collaboration and the ability to have a go at new (and sometimes challenging) activities.  They 
embraced the responsibility of cleaning up their dorms, their eating utensils and ensuring they 
were prepared for the next activity.  Camps add a fantastic dimension to the educational 
program, but they cannot go ahead without the generosity of staff who put their own families and 
lives on hold, so that the students can have a memorable and enriching experience.  A big thank 
you to Mrs Field, Mrs Twomey, Mr Breen and Mrs Peake for their magnanimity over the last three 
days.  I am certain that the students and staff will all sleep soundly tonight! 

School Photo Day: Monday, 27 March is St Augustine’s Photo Day.  Information about School 
Photo Day along with your child’s individual ShootKey will be sent home on Monday, 20 March. 
Please use your child’s individual ShootKey for online ordering. No orders will be taken through 
the school office.  

If you wish for a Sibling Photo to be taken, please collect an order envelope from the school 
office or contact Anna to send one home. Bring the completed envelope to the photographers on 
the day. Families will be able to have their photos taken from 7.45am in the hall.  

While school photos make great gifts for family members, they also capture a moment in time 
and are fondly revisited many times throughout a person’s lifetime – so please ensure that your 
child is looking their absolute best for their school photo by having their hair neat and tidy and 
wearing their uniform smartly! 

Year One Assembly:  The Year One class will be leading the assembly on Friday, 24 March at 
8.40am in the Hall.  All are welcome to attend. 

Parent Teacher Interviews:  On Tuesday, 28 March beginning at 1.30pm we will be holding 
Parent-Teacher Interviews at St Augustine’s.  Students will be supervised at school from 1.30-
3.00pm.  Information about the interviews along with the booking link will be sent home on 
Monday, 20th March.  Parent- Teacher Interviews form part of the St Augustine’s Reporting and 
Assessment Procedures and are an ideal opportunity for teachers and parents to discuss how 
each child has started the year and to set learning goals for them.  Please prioritise this date in 
your calendars. 

Easter Raffle and Easter Hat Parade:  The Easter Bonnet Parade and Ester Raffle will be held 
on Wednesday, 5 April at 8.40am.  Please drop any consumable and non-consumable Easter 
gifts into the office for the raffle.  Thank you in advance to the St Augustine’s P&F for 
coordinating both these events.  I also hear that we may be getting a visit from the Easter Bunny 
on this day – who is bringing our wonderful students an Easter treat! 

 



Easter Prayer Assemblies:  The St Augustine’s Easter Prayer Assemblies will be held every 
afternoon of Week Ten from 2.30pm in the Undercover Area.  Please come along as we reflect 
on the events of Holy Week, as follows: 

Monday, 3 April:  Palm Sunday presented by Years Two and Three 

Tuesday, 4 April:  Holy Thursday presented by Kindy and Year Four 

Wednesday, 5 April:  Good Friday presented by Years One and Six 

Thursday, 6 April:  Easter Sunday presented by Pre-primary and Year Five 

Administration Officer:  The process to appoint a new Administration Officer is now 
complete.  Mrs Claire Jones will be joining St Augustine’s from Monday, 27 March.  This will 
enable Claire to do a thorough handover with Mrs Rimmer.  Claire is looking forward to joining 
our school community and I know that you will all make her feel welcome. 
 
As of Term Two (Wednesday, 26 April) the St Augustine’s Administration will be open from 
8.00am-4.00pm. 
 
Reaching for Great Heights: Last Thursday, I hosted principals from within our region and 
beyond as well as key people from CEWA for the Term One Leaders Network Cluster. 
I asked eight of our Year Six students to usher the visitors to the Hall, upon their arrival.  While 
my colleagues were impressed with our school and hospitality, they saved their highest praise for 
our students who were described as mature, engaging and wonderful advocates for our school. 
Thank you so much to the following Year Six students, Kartia, William, Thomas, Sabastian, Tory, 
Alia, Cordelia and Alessio for ‘reaching for great heights’.  
 
God Bless and have a lovely weekend! 
 
Ms Adriana Coniglio  
 
Let Us Pray: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
 
Enrolment Mass: Don’t forget to attend one of the Masses over the month of March to hand in 
your Sacramental Enrolment Form. If you have misplaced yours or need to collect one, they are 
at the rear of the church for collection. Please contact Farther Robert if you are unable to attend 
an Enrolment Mass. 
 
Harmony Day: See the flyer following my messages for further details about wearing something 
orange with or instead of school uniform or your family’s cultural dress. 
 
 
Kind regards to you all, 

Leanne Peake 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPORTS NEWS ~ 2023 FACTION SWIMMING CARNIVAL  
Dear Community,  
 
We would like to extend a big thank you to everyone who participated in our school swimming 
carnival last week. It was a fantastic day filled with great sportsmanship, team spirit, and fun! 
 
We would like to announce the final scores for the day, including both individual races and 
relays. The results are as follows: 
 
Total Points ~ Augustine Red: 1321; MacAuley Yellow: 1216; Nagle Blue: 1537; 
Ballygriffin Green: 1076. 
 
Congratulations to the Blue team for taking out the top spot with the highest total score! 
 
We would also like to congratulate the following students for their outstanding performances on 
the day: 
 
Year 4 Runner Up Champion Boy: Nolan M 
Year 4 Runner Up Champion Girl: Anya B 
Year 4 Champion Boy: Harry S 
Year 4 Champion Girl: Makenzie F 
Year 5 Runner Up Champion Boy: Dylan D 
Year 5 Runner Up Champion Girl: Elizabeth C 
Year 5 Champion Boy: Alex H 
Year 5 Champion Girl: Matilda H 
Year 6 Runner Up Champion Boy: Lucas S 
Year 6 Runner Up Champion Girl: Sophie C and Tory D (tie) 
Year 6 Champion Boy: William S 
Year 6 Champion Girl: Alia W 
 
Well done to all our champions and runner-up champions! Your hard work, dedication, and 
sportsmanship were inspiring to watch. 
Once again, thank you to all students, teachers, and parents for your support on the day. We 
look forward to next year's swimming carnival! 
 
Best regards, 
 
Mr. Breen 
 
2023 SCHOOL TERM DATES 
Term 1 - Wednesday 1 February to Thursday 6 April  
Term 2 - Wednesday 26 April to Thursday 29 June  
Term 3 - Monday 17 July to Thursday 21 September      
Term 4 - Tuesday 10 October to Friday 8 December  
 
2023 SACRAMENT DATES 
Sacrament of Confirmation – Friday 19th May @ 6pm 
*Sacrament of Reconciliation – Tuesday 5th September @ 10am * CHANGE OF DATE* 
Sacrament of Eucharist – Sunday 15th October @ 11am 
 
ST AUGUSTINE’S PARISH 
Fr. Robert Carrillo 
38 Gladstone Rd, Rivervale WA 6103 
 
Weekend Mass Times: Saturday 6:00pm and Sunday 9:00am 
Reconciliation: Saturday 5:00pm to 5:30pm 
Weekday Mass Times: Tuesday to Friday 9:00am 



P&F NEWS 
Easter Raffle 

• Lots of prizes to be won! 
• Tickets will go on sale next week via CDF Pay…. $2 each OR 6 tickets for $10 
• Raffle will be drawn at the Easter Hat Parade on 5th April. 
• Brownie the Bunny will be making a reappearance and will be visiting the School Library 

from next Monday. 
• We are still gratefully accepting donations (edible and non-edible) Easter items…please 

leave these in the basket in the school office. 
 
Special Canteen Lunch 

• Sushi Lunch Weds 5th April – last week of term 
• Chicken/Tuna and Vege options  
• Open to all students (K to Y6) and staff 
• Order via CDF Pay from Weds 22 March 
• Icy-poles will be on sale after lunch – proceeds from these will go to Mini Vinnies 

 
Entertainment Memberships Now Available 
Your VIP Upgrade Awaits - Get a Multi City Membership when you purchase any Single City 
Membership! A Membership to The Entertainment App will provide you with VIP access to play, 
dine and save across Australia and New Zealand. And for a limited time only, you can get a 
bonus Multi City upgrade on any Single City 3, 12 or 24-month Membership purchased. You can 
unlock exclusive access to thousands of discounts on the best restaurants, events, and 
experiences across 20 cities for as little as $29.99. Plus 20% from every membership purchased 
goes back to raising funds for our St Augustine P&F! So, buy now to ensure you don’t miss out 
on this VIP offer! 
Order your Membership here – https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/8321i1 
 
Year Two Family Gathering  
Year 2 family gathering outside at Blasta Brewery. 80 seats confirmed. 20 families attending. 
Sunday 19th March 4:00pm. Please contact me with any queries, via the Year Two Social page. 
Kind regards, Lorraine P&F Class Rep.  
 

NEXT P&F Meeting ~ Wednesday 22 March at 8:00am. All welcome! 
 
CHESS CLUB WEDNESDAYS 
Hello STA community! 
Chess club is every Wednesday, from 8:00am in the Year 6 classroom. Chess is a great 
opportunity for children to exercise their mind in strategy and game play.  
We look forward to seeing new chess strategies and tactics in 2023.  
 
STA’s NETBALL CLUB 
STA’s netball club is now taking expressions of interest for children in Years 2 -12 to join the 
club for the 2023 season. The season will run during Terms 2 & 3. 
Weekday training & Saturday morning games to be held at Belmont Netball Association courts 
(off Kooyong Rd). Email us at stanetballclub@hotmail.com to register your interest. Please see 
the pdf. attachment on your school app.   
 
MUSIC 2023 
Keyed Up Music teach keyboard and guitar lessons during school hours. Lessons start from 
$19.80 for a group lesson. If you are interested in your son / daughter learning either keyboard or 
guitar in 2023, enrol now for lessons and receive your first lesson FREE! Please call on 0479 171 
424 alternatively email enquiry@keyedupmuisc.com.au  or enrol at 
www.keyedupmusic.com.au/enrolment-form  
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