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The Principal
Dear Members of St Edmund’s College Community
Year 7 Reflect
As this will be the final newsletter for 2017 I would like to 
share with you some reflections of our Year 7 boys who 
were asked by Mr James Kiernan in his Year 7 Core class to 
write a letter to me about their first year at Eddie’s.  Here are 
some of their priceless and uncensored comments:

‘During the first term I was struggling with subjects such as 
maths and drama. However after I’ve met a few friends and 
teachers I started to realise that I was in a safe community. 
To this day I still ask teachers for help because I know that 
this is a great community and I should never be afraid to ask 
for help.’
‘This year has been the changing turn of my life, the college 
has a lot of opportunities and events like the AIC sporting 
events, cultural activities, Fund raising activities and of 
course the education.’
‘Dear Sir this year has been awesome. I have enjoyed my 
time here at St Edmunds College but of course there are a 
few things which I think should be changed in this school 
and I know that not everything can be perfect.’
‘The thing I like about eddies is that the teachers in every 
subject are always trying to help us when we struggle and 
having difficulties.’
‘My first year of High school was exciting. I didn’t think I 
would make any friends but I surprised myself when I found 
myself bringing a group of good people together and seeing 
me and my friends grow together. These past 11 months 
have been my favourite months of my entire life. Sadly I was 
not involved in any extracurricular activities and next year 
that will be changing.’

My first year of high school has been pretty exciting and 
pretty terrifying at the same time. I like that we have good 
sporting teams and we have a wide variety of sports to play. ’
‘Dear Sir, this year has been a handful but I have learnt to 
get around things. This year has been one of my favourite 
years of my life. I have tried out for and made a team each 
term but not term 4.’
‘I have enjoyed eddies all through this year. There have 
been things that I think are positives and things that I 
suggest we could change about the school. To start off I’ll 
use the positives, one positive of the school is the stairs. At 
times the stairs can be a pain but they give me chance to 
have that small bit of exercise that I need. Many people will 
disagree with me but I think that the stairs are a god thing 
in the school.’
‘Hey sir, this is an Email about my first year of Eddies and 
how I went through it. There are only a couple of things I 
would change if I could. I would add another tuckshop and I 
would get less stairs. I found this year difficult at times and 
easy at times.’
‘Dear Mr O’Riordan my first year at Eddies has been a 
great learning experience and enjoyable as well as having 
many obstacles and challenges. There are many positives 
to say about Eddies. There is a great tuckshop where there 
is a great variety of foods to drinks. Another positive about 
Eddies is that there is great, quality learning.’

Deep peace of the running wave to you.
Deep peace of the flowing air to you.
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you.
Deep peace of the shining stars to you.
Deep peace of the Son of Peace to you.

An Irish Blessing

Christmas Blessings 
       From all at St Edmund’s College

http://sec.qld.edu.au/
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Farewell and Thank You
Please join me in farewelling and thanking the staff who 
will be leaving our Eddie’s community at the end of the 
school year. They have each contributed to the life of the 
College and, in their own inimitable way, left a mark that 
has helped to grow our Eddies’ boys to be strong men, kind 
men and gentlemen.  The staff who are leaving us are:

• Mr Joe Gurdon – Retiring
• Mr Eric Edeling – Retiring
• Mr Rod Faulkner – Retiring
• Mr Adam Firman – Counsellor at St Laurence’s 

College.
• Mr Keith Halpin – Teaching position at Ambrose Treacy 

College
• Mr James Kiernan – Teaching position at Ambrose 

Treacy College
• Ms Emma Hatchett – Assistant Drama Head Of 

Department at St Joseph’s College, Gregory Terrace
• Mr Andre Boon – Casual Relief Teacher
• Mr David Wass – 12 months’ Leave
• Mr Charlie Scott – Living in New Zealand

Prayers
Please keep in your prayers our St Edmund’s College staff 
and students who are overseas including Mr Mark Aiken 
and Mr Tim Fergus who are in China for three weeks on 
a Chinese Teaching Immersion experience and Ms Emma 
Hatchett who is travelling with staff and students from 
St Patrick’s College Shorncliffe on an India Immersion 
experience.  

We also keep in our prayers and thoughts Mr Murray 
Sutton, who is one of our College counsellors, and his 
family on the passing of his Father last weekend. 

Wishing you a joyous and blessed Christmas.

Live Jesus in our hearts…FOREVER!

                     Diarmuid O’Riordan, Principal 

2018 START OF SCHOOL
Week 1, Term 1

Year 7 and Year 12 (only) commence
Tuesday 23 January 2018

All students: Years 7 to 12  in attendance
Wednesday 24 January 2018

Australia Day - Public Holiday
Friday 26 January 2018

Reminder

TERM 4 FEES ARE NOW OVERDUE

Please direct all fees enquiries to the 

Finance Office on 3810 4458

College Office
The College Office will close on Friday 8 December 2017 

and re-open on Monday 8 January 2018

Office Hours:  7.45am to 3.45pm

Phone: office hours only -  (07) 3810 4400
Email: accessed office hours only - secmail@sec.qld.edu.au 

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS
                       

Rehearsals for the Christmas Eve Mass at
St Mary’s Church will commence on Sunday
night, 10 December, at 7.00pm, following
the 6.00pm Mass. Everyone is invited to
come along and sing, as this Mass is celebrated with 
Choir and staff members, past and present  -  all music 
is well known. It is a beautiful occasion for family and 
also includes a Nativity Play performed by the younger 
members of the Parish. 
The Christmas Mass will begin at 6.00pm on Christmas 
Eve and will end by 7.15pm - enough time to get home 
and finish the last minute assemblage and wrapping of 
Christmas presents! 
If attending the Christmas Eve Mass it is advisable that 
you arrive early so as to get a seat!  Any questions, please 
email fosullivan@sec.qld.edu.au or phone 0413 217 
732. Everyone is welcome, young or old!

Rice House Fundraiser
Sincere thanks to all who supported the 
Nutrimetics promotion for Rice House.

Congratulations to the winner of the 
Nutrimetics Gift Pack - Heidi Turner 

WHO IS KEEN TO SING?

http://sec.qld.edu.au/
http:// secmail@sec.qld.edu.au
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Mission and  Community
The Grasp Of Your Hand In My Failure
Let me not pray to be sheltered from dangers
  but to be fearless in facing them.
Let me not beg for the stilling of my pain,
  but for the heart to conquer it.
Let me not crave in anxious fear to be saved,
  but hope for the patience to win my freedom.
Grant me that I may not be a coward,
  feeling your mercy in my success alone,
  but let me find the grasp of your hand
  in my failure.                     (Rabindranath Tagore)

A CHRISTMAS BLESSING
God grant you the light of Christmas,
       which is faith;
   the warmth of Christmas,
       which is purity;
   the righteousness of Christmas,
       which is justice;
   the belief in Christmas,
       which is truth;
   the all of Christmas,
       which is Christ.     
Wilda English, n.d.

Christmas and its Religious Significance
The beginning of December marks the beginning of Advent 
in the Christian tradition. Advent is a time of spiritual 
preparation for the coming of the Lord and derives from a 
Latin word meaning “coming”.  During the Advent season 
the Catholic Church recalls the history of God’s people and 
reflects upon the fulfilment of the promises and prophesies 
that we find in the Old Testament. The prophet Isaiah 
(7:14) spoke of a Saviour who would be sent from God 
and his prophecy is fulfilled in the birth of Jesus to a Virgin 
Mother.  It is a season of waiting and much of the language 
in prayers and hymns used during Advent is full of desire, 
hope and expectation.  

Christmas Day heralds the good news of the birth of the 
Saviour, Jesus of Nazareth. Like Advent, Christmas is a 
season in the Church that begins on 25 December and lasts 
for almost three weeks until Epiphany Sunday (the Sunday 
around the 6 January). There are many feast days in the 
Christmas season including the Feast of the Holy Family 
(the first Sunday after Christmas Day) and the Solemnity 
of Mary, the Mother of Jesus on 1 January. The feast of 
Epiphany is one of the greatest feasts in the Church where 
we celebrate the showing of the glory of God, in the birth of 
Jesus, through the Magi (Wise Men): the first to seek and 
find Jesus, who travelled from far away to Bethlehem. 

Please accept my prayer for you and your family 
for the seasons of Advent and Christmas. Have 
a happy and safe festive period. Next year our 

College will welcome a new Assistant Principal Mission 
and Community. Service to others is an integral part of our 
mission. I would like to thank everyone in our community 
who has supported the mission life of the College over the 
last six years. You have made a direct impact in the lives of 
others, both here and overseas. 

 Faith makes all things possible,
 Hope makes all things work,
 Love makes all things beautiful,
 May you have all the three for this Christmas.

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

Keith Halpin, Assistant Principal Mission and Community

http://sec.qld.edu.au/
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Teaching and Learning
As I write this final newsletter article for 2017, I pause to 
reflect upon the year that has been and look forward to 
the Christmas Season. Thank you to all parents for your 
assistance as we have worked with your sons to achieve 
not only the best academic outcomes for them, but to also 
be a part of their overall development. Thank you to all  
who attended information evenings about curriculum and 
interviews when needed. Each of these provides the mix of 
opportunities and support offered to you.

As exams draw to a close this week teachers are marking. 
Reports will be posted to the College web on Thursday 1 
December. Take the time with your son to reflect on his 
performance. Together celebrate his achievements and 
then look at those areas where he has opportunities to set 
new goals in 2018. 

Year 12 students do not receive a report from the College 
as they receive a Senior Statement from the Queensland 
Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA). QCAA will 
post Senior Statements to the students’ home addresses 
on Friday 15 December 2017.

Year 11 QCS
This week our Year 11 students undertook a practice 
Writing Task paper, a Short Response paper and a Multiple 
Choice paper for the Queensland Core Skills Test. The 
students have now completed one practice of each paper 
in the QCS test. This will give us valuable information for 
our workshops in 2018. The boys enjoyed lunch together 
afterwards before leaving for holidays. I thank the Year 
11 students for the manner in which they undertook the 
practice and I wish you all a relaxing and safe holiday.

Advent and Christmas
T. S. Eliot wrote a poem telling the story of the Three 
Kings who travelled to visit the birth of Jesus. In his poem, 
“Journey of the Magi”, he wrote, 

  “A cold coming we had of it,
    Just the worst time of the year
    For a journey, and such a
      long journey:
   The very dead of winter.”

As we bask in our summer sun, long days, barbecues and 
cricket may we remember the blessed birth of our Lord. 

I wish every family a relaxing and safe holiday and a happy 
Christmas with family and friends.

Best wishes.

Carmel James, Assistant Principal Teaching and Learning

Congratulations to Riley Tear, 
Year 11 Enterprise Pathway 
(EP) Automotive student, 

who has been selected as the top 
Queensland competitor for VET 
in Schools (VETIS). Riley will 
compete in the National Finals in 
Sydney in 2018.

Year 11 QCS Practice

http://sec.qld.edu.au/
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Last Friday, 17 November, saw the Year 12 cohort of 
2017 walk out of the school gates for the final time as St 
Edmund’s College students, but for a group of fourteen 
dedicated young men who rode down the Jim Smith Drive 
giving back to the Ipswich Community one final time. This 
group’s 115 km journey from St Edmund’s to Cavill Avenue, 
Surfers Paradise was the culmination of countless hours of 
fundraising and training, which can only be described as 
another gigantic success. 
With over $25, 000 raised for Ipswich Hospice, St Vincent 
de Paul Society and The Christian Brothers’ work in East 
Timor, the young men involved should be extremely proud of 
their efforts. A huge thank you must go to all of our sponsors, 
who generously gave their support; the incredible amount 
of funds raised would simply not be possible without your 
continued support. Thank you to the parents for all of the 
early morning drop-offs to training rides, the funding of 
purchasing bikes and all of the necessary riding equipment 
that comes along with this, and for your continued support of 
the Skool2Skoolies initiative. 
Whilst the temperature on the day was very moderate, 
making for ideal riding conditions, there was a strong 
headwind that the boys were pushing into as we made our 
way towards the coastline. The wind added another level of 

difficulty to the journey, although those who covered many 
hundreds of kilometres during training reaped the rewards 
during these trying conditions. 

Skool2Skoolies is all about working as a group and giving 
back to the community, however we always present a 
group of individual awards to recognise some outstanding 
achievements on the day and during the build-up to the 
Skool2Skoolies ride. The award winners this year were - 

• Most funds raised - William Potter 
• Mr Skool2Skoolies - Jayden Robertson 
• Most kilometres in training - Daniel Muller 
• King of the Mountain - Byron Davies 
• Most improved - Travis Barrow–Scott 

Lastly, thank you to the gentlemen involved in Skool2Skoolies 
this year. You have continued the legacy that began in 
2003, and will continue for many years more. The pride and 
resilience you have shown this year is something that will 
live on with you long after you have finished school. 

Yours in cycling, 
Mr Nathan Manttan, SEC Teacher

Skool2Skoolies Team - 17 November 2017
Skool2Skoolies representatives presenting their fundraising 
cheque to Ipswich Hospice General Manager, Mr Paul Brew, 

and Mr Peter McMahon, Chairperson.

St Edmund’s Skool2Skoolies riders arrive at 
Surfers Paradise, 17 November 2017

Saddle Sponsors  
Brothers Leagues Club
Sammut Bulow Accountants
Tridan Electrical

CHAMPION Sponsors
Apprenticeships Qld
Blackchrome Sportswear
Choices Flooring by Mallets
Ipswich City Council
Potter Landscapes
Tru Flow Services
TJA Concreting
SB Wealth

Breakaway Sponsors
Options Cabinets
PM Landscapes

Peloton Sponsors
Aesseal Australia
Alan Longstaff
Bremer Ford
Cedar Sales
Helloworld Travel, Riverlink
Ipswich Parents and Old 
Boys
Ironpot Developments 
Kelleher Builders
McNamara & Associates
Peter McMahon’s Swim 
Factory
Physioactive

Donations
Cactus Espresso Bar

Skool2Skoolies 2017

Thank you...

http://sec.qld.edu.au/
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ST EDMUND’S  COLLEGE 

PO Box 2343, North Ipswich, Qld, 4305

- Saturday Sport - 

 **24-hour Absentee Line**  
** 3810 4401 **

2018 Term Dates for St Edmund’s College
Term 1  Tuesday 23 January to Wednesday 28 March 2018
Term 2  Tuesday 17 April to Thursday 21 June 2018
Term 3  Monday 16 July to Thursday 20 September 2018
Term 4  Monday 8 October to Friday 30 November 2018

Student Free / Staff Development Days
Thursday 29 March 2018      (Term 1)
Monday 16 April 2018       (Term 2)
Friday 22 June 2018     (Term 2)
Monday 25 June to Friday 29 June 2018    (Term 2)
Friday 21 September 2018      (Term 3)
Monday 22 October 2018 (QCAA Verification: all schools) (Term 4)
Monday 3 December to Thursday 6 December 2018 (Term 4)

2018 TUCKSHOP ROSTER
Term 1, Week 1
Tue 23 Jan:  No helpers required
Wed 24 Jan: T Thorne, B MacDonald, J English, D  Schossow, 
P Yarrow.
Thu 25 Jan: S Ryan, K Newman, S Blomfield, H Rahn.
Fri 26 Jan:  Australia Day, Public Holiday

Link to 
St Mary’s College Newsletter

http://www.stmarys.qld.edu.au/College_
Newsletters

P:  3810 4489
E:  uniformshop@sec.qld.edu.au

YEAR 7, 2018 
A reminder that it is necessary for all new students requiring 
new uniforms to make an appointment. You are able to 
purchase uniforms at the time of fitting. Dates and times 
are shown on the website. Thank you.

** MONDAY   8:00 am to 12:30pm
    TUESDAY  8:00am to 3:30pm 
   (Closed 12:30pm to 1:30pm)
    WEDNESDAY 8:00am to 3:30pm 
   (Closed 12.30 to 1.30pm)
** THURSDAY  8:00 am to 12:30pm

St Edmund’s College UNIFORM SHOP - trading hours
UNIFORM SHOP HOLIDAY OPENING TIMES 2018

2018
MONDAY 15 January     8:00am to 12:30pm
TUESDAY 16 January    8:00am to 3:30pm
WEDNESDAY 17 January    8:00am to 3:30pm
THURSDAY 18 January    8:00am to 12:30pm
SATURDAY  20 January   8:00am to 1:00pm
MONDAY  22 January   8:00am to 12:30pm
TUESDAY  23 January   8:00am to 3:30pm
WEDNESDAY  24 January   8:00am to 3:30pm
THURSDAY  25 January   8:00am to 12:30pm

(TUESDAYS and WEDNESDAYS:
closed between 12:30pm and 1:30pm)

Visit the SEC Website for all Uniform Shop information including an updated Price List 
https://www.sec.qld.edu.au/

http://sec.qld.edu.au/
www.sec.qld.edu.au
mailto:secmail@sec.qld.edu.au
http://www.facebook.com/SECIpswich
http://www.facebook.com/secipswich
http://instagram.com/secipswich/
http://www.stmarys.qld.edu.au/College_Newsletters
http://www.stmarys.qld.edu.au/College_Newsletters
http://uniformshop@sec.qld.edu.au
https://www.sec.qld.edu.au/
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Track and Field
Congratulations to our Intermedi-
ate Team of athletes who will be 
competing next month at the Na-
tional Schools’ Knockout Finals in 
Adelaide. 

After competing in the Queensland 
Schools’ Knockout Finals, these 
young men qualified for Nationals 
and jet off to compete at another 
high level Athletics competition in 
December. 

The team representing the 
College consists of Sony Vukelic, 
Alex Davies, Zac Farrell, Mawien 
Gout, Jayden James, Benjamin 
Thomas, Jude Thomas and 
Kerryn Ryan. 

Best of luck in Adelaide boys!
 

Mr Chad de Waard, Mr Nic Aldridge, 
SEC Athletics Coordinators

Congratulations and best wishes to St Edmund’s Intermediate Athletes who will 
compete in the National Schools’ Knockout Finals in Adelaide in December 2017

Year 7 Skills Clinic / Trial 
 For all Year 7, 2018 students intending to play AIC 

Cricket for St Edmund’s in 2018

Date:     Saturday 20 January 2018
Time:  8.00am to 11.00am 
What to Bring: 
  Cricket kit, sunscreen, water bottle and   
  appropriate clothing for training,
  including a hat
Location: Mulkerin Oval, St Edmund’s College
Enquiries:    Mr Max Luxton, Director of Sport
Email:    mluxton@sec.qld.edu.au

AIC Cricket 2018
YEAR 7

Christian Brothers’ Cricket 2018
Congratulations to the students listed who have 
been chosen to represent St Edmund’s College at 
the Christian Brothers’ Cricket Carnival for 2018. 

Riley Long
Dylan McAteer
Jac McQueen
Nathan Meier
Oliver Schmidt
Billy Sheppard
Patrick Towne
Zeb Townsley

Max Banditt
Harrison Brown
Jacob Cash
Blair Chisholm
Tyron Daniells
Regan Griffiths
ChristopherJohansson
Ryan Kaczuk

DEBATING – ‘Eddie’s Gov’ Event – 16 November 2017
In the dying weeks of 2017, a group of politically motivated students 
joined to discuss the big issues of our day – National Security, 
Climate Change, and the timely Same Sex Marriage debate. Luke 
Parsons, Patrick Cavanagh, Jordan Anderson-Emslie, Dominic 
Boyle and Joseph Savage took on diverse political views like Labor, 
The Greens, Australia First, Conservatives and Independents. 
The students were tasked with researching their party’s views 
and then arguing their case against formidable opposition. In 
the midst of revision and exam preparation the boys took on this 
extra workload. It was clear through the continuous back and forth 
of arguments that the students enjoyed their first taste of ‘real’ 
politics. Special thanks to Jay Steele and Stewart England who 
acted as Parliamentary runners to facilitate the back-room deals 
on these contentious topics. Keep an eye out for this event next 
year which will be open for all year groups. 

Ms Kylie McAndrew, Debating Coordinator

SEC Cultural and Sporting

http://sec.qld.edu.au/
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Wolfpack VOLLEYBALL 2018
Skills Session, Clinic and Trials - January 2018

Mon 8/1/18 Tue 9/1/18 Wed 10/1/18 Thu 11/1/18 Fri 12/1/18 Sat 13/1/17 Sun 14/1/18

Skills 
Sessions

Yr 7: 8am - 10am
Yr 8: 10am -12.30pm

Yr 8:  8 - 10.30am
Yr 9: 10.30am -1pm

Yr 10: 8 - 10.30am
Yrs 11/12: 11 - 1pm
1st squad: 10 - 4pm

Yr 7: 8 - 10.30am
Yr 9: 10.30 - 12.30
1st squad: 10 - 4pm

Yr 10: 8 - 10.30am
Yr 11/12: 11am - 2pm
1st squad: 10 - 4pm

Mon 15/1/18 Tue 16/1/18 Wed 17/1/18 Thu 18/1/18 Fri 19/1/18 Sat 20/1/18 Sun 21/1/18

Skills 
Sessions/ 
Trials

Yr 8: 8 - 10am
Yr 9: 10 - 12 noon
1st squad: 12 - 4pm

Yr 10: 8 - 10am
Yr 11: 10.30 - 12.30
Yr 12: 1 - 3pm
1st squad: 12 - 4pm

Staff commence
Yr 10: 2 - 4pm
Yr 11/12: 4 - 6pm
1sts - Tournament?

Yr 7: 2 - 4pm Internal Trials
Yr 7: 8 - 9.30am
Yr 8: 9.30 - 11am
Yr 9: 11 - 12 noon
Yr 10: 12 - 1.30pm
Yr 11: 12 - 1.30pm
Open: 1.30 - 3pm

Mon 22/1/18 Tue 23/1/18 Wed 24/1/18 Thu 25/1/18 Fri 26/1/18 Sat 27/1/18 Sun 28/1/18

Trials Yr 7: 1 - 3pm
Yr 9: 3 - 5pm

Year 7 and Year 12  
Commence Term 1

1st squad: 3 - 5pm

All students 
commence Term 1

Yr 8: 3 - 4.30pm
1st squad: 4.30 - 6pm

Yr 9: 3 - 4.30pm
Yr 10: 4.30 - 6pm

PUBLIC 
HOLIDAY

Trials vs SPLC
Times TBC

What to Bring:  Water Bottle, Running/Court shoes (NO Slippers or ‘Vans’-style Shoes), Persistence - and an Open Mind

THE STRENGTH OF THE WOLF IS THE PACK - THE STRENGTH OF THE PACK IS THE WOLF

SEC Sport 2018

http://sec.qld.edu.au/

