LEAP into learning with
Somerville House Pre-Prep.
Building the foundation for a lifetime of learning.

The Somerville House
Pre-Prep Program is underpinned
by a play-based indoor and
outdoor curriculum in addition
to specialist classes in Music,
Visual Arts, Christian Education,
Foreign Language and
Physical Education.

SOMERVILLE HOUSE PRE-PREP
The value of early childhood education cannot be underestimated. As research shows, children
benefit from engaging in high quality education programs from their earliest years. Our Pre-Prep
programs are designed to engage, excite and educate our youngest students. They will reap the
rewards of our programs throughout their schooling and beyond.

Learn, Engage,
Achieve, Play...
and Leap into learning
at Somerville House
Pre-Prep.

Our Early Learning facility opened its
doors to girls and boys in April 2014,
and caters for up to eighty-eight
Pre-Prep students. As our Pre-Prep
facility is so recent, it has been
purpose-built to meet the needs of
young children.
Its location at the top of Graham Street,
close to the Junior School, allows our
Pre-Prep students to easily access
specialist teachers, School facilities
and other resources enjoyed by
Somerville House students.

As the youngest members of our
Somerville House school community
our Pre-Prep students enjoy state-ofthe-art facilities with separate indoor
and outdoor learning areas offered by
our new Early Learning Centre.
The Somerville House Pre-Prep
Program aims to instil a love and
curiosity of learning in all students
through pre-literacy and pre-numeracy
development in readiness for formal
schooling whilst also incorporating
specialist classes in Music, Visual Arts,
Christian Education, Foreign Language
and Physical Education.

The Somerville House Pre-Prep
Program will encourage your child to
LEAP as they Learn, Engage, Achieve
and Play in a safe, nurturing and
stimulating environment.

DR NESS GOODWIN
PRINCIPAL

LEARN
The Early Learning Centre provides the first level of the Somerville House Junior School,
offering a Pre-Prep Program in preparation for the Prep year. The program is developed
and guided by the national Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) and at a state
level by the Queensland Kindergarten Learning Guidelines (QKLG).
The Somerville House Pre-Prep Program
and facilities are focussed on the
educational needs of children and are
designed around the latest pedagogy in
Pre-Prep learning. The key components
of pre-literacy, pre-numeracy
development and a love and curiosity
of learning are central to the program.

Somerville House Pre-Prep students
will be educated by experienced,
Bachelor qualified Early Childhood
Teachers and supported by Diploma
qualified Early Childhood Educators.
The curriculum will encompass;
Technology, Music, Visual Art, Foreign
Language and Physical Education.

The Pre-Prep students will receive a
year of quality Christian Education.

ENGAGE
The weekly program is flexible and will consist of a broad range of
engaging learning experiences such as:
•	promotion and development of social
and personal interactions

•	group time focussed on pre-literacy
and pre-numeracy development
• 	indoor and outdoor play based
activities

• 	gross and fine motor activities
incorporating specialist physical
education activities.

ACHIEVE
What will your child gain from attending Somerville House Pre-Prep?
They will develop their readiness for
formal schooling by:
Learning to communicate their ideas,
feelings and needs as they acquire skills
to make new friends and co-operate
with others. Their natural curiosity

to enquire, to observe and to share
information with others will be a key
stage of development within the
Pre-Prep learning environment.
You will watch your child flourish with the
Somerville House Pre-Prep Program.

They will gain independence and
confidence in their abilities as they
learn to persevere and complete tasks
in a safe and nurturing environment.

Children learn and
grow through play-based
learning which focusses on
developing their physical,
social, intellectual and
emotional growth.

PLAY
The Somerville House Early Learning Centre will provide Pre-Prep students
with state-of-the-art facilities and separate indoor and outdoor learning areas where
teachers and students collaborate to plan, think and extend learning through play.
When children are playing they are:
•	learning to represent their ideas in a
variety of forms – talking about their
thoughts, constructing, painting,
building, drawing and taking on roles
•	developing social skills –
communicating, caring, negotiating,
co-operating and sharing
•	engaging with the perspectives
of others as they negotiate roles
and solve problems

•	building foundations for early literacy
and numeracy through the use of
symbolisation, objects and materials
•	accessing and applying knowledge
through exploration and re-creation
of familiar events
•	acquiring new knowledge about
themselves and their world as they
play with others and interact with
their environment

•	developing their imaginative skills –
using flexible and creative thinking
in adapting to situations and finding
solutions to problems
•	making meaning of their world by
exploring a range of community
and family roles
•	experimenting and making
discoveries in a non-threatening way
•	working at their own pace and at
their own level.

The Somerville House
Early Learning Centre
provides Pre-Prep students
with state-of-the-art facilities
and separate indoor and
outdoor learning areas.

TERM SCHEDULE
The Early Learning Centre is open forty-eight weeks of the year, offering full-time
Pre-Prep Programs, Extended Hours Care and Non-Term Extended Hours Care.
The Pre-Prep Program will begin
at 8.10am and conclude at 2.30pm
from Monday to Friday during the
school term.

Extended Hours Care is available,
within the Early Learning Centre for
before school and after school care
each day. This care will be exclusively
for Pre-Prep students attending the
Early Learning Centre.

Non-term time extended hours care
is offered, via booking, each holiday
period and will be exclusively for
Pre-Prep students attending the
Early Learning Centre.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
What is Pre-Prep?
This is the year prior to entering Prep.
Some organisations refer to this year
as Kindergarten.

What is the Curriculum
Framework?
The Somerville House Pre-Prep
year philosophy embraces both the
National Curriculum Framework,
the Early Learning Years Framework
(ELYF), which focusses on children
from birth to five years of age, and the
Queensland Kindergarten Learning
Guidelines (QKLG), which focus on
the Pre-Prep year. All these programs
incorporate play-based learning
which stimulates children’s thinking
and actively engages them in handson learning, rather than structured
teacher-directed lessons.

What are the hours?
The Somerville House Pre-Prep
Program is run as a full time, five day
week program from 8.10am to 2.30pm
Monday to Friday during term time.
The Pre-Prep Program follows the
Somerville House school terms.
There are four terms with school
holidays and public holidays.

Is Somerville House
accredited for the purposes
of offering the Child Care
Rebate (CCR) and/or Child
Care Care Benefit (CCB)?
Eligible parents are entitled to claim
a CCR and/or CCB which will offset
tuition fees for Pre-Prep, and the
Extended Hours Care programs.
The Child Care Benefit (CCB) is a
government subsidy that assists
parents in paying for child care.
It is based on a family’s taxable
income and the number of dependent
children in child care.
The Child Care Rebate (CCR) is
a payment from the Australian
Government that helps working families
with the cost of child care. If parents
are using approved child care for work,
training or study-related reasons,
the Government will provide up to
50% of out-of-pocket child care costs,
up to an annual cap.

What are the class sizes?
Pre-Prep classes have a maximum
of twenty-two children. There is one
early childhood degree qualified
teacher and one early childhood
diploma qualified educator in each
class. Somerville House complies with
the National Quality Standard of one
educator to eleven students.
The Early Learning Centre can
accommodate up to eighty-eight students.

What are Pre-Prep
students expected to wear?
As the youngest members of the
Somerville House community all
Pre-Prep students are required to wear
a branded Somerville House polo shirt
and shorts, white runners or navy
sandals and Somerville House Pre-Prep
hat. There is also a branded tracksuit
for winter. These items are available for
purchase from the Uniform Shop.

Does the Pre-Prep
Program provide food?
Parents are responsible for providing
nutritious lunch and snacks for their
child. Pre-Prep students have two eating
breaks included in their daily program.

Can I drop my child off
and park?

Does Somerville House
offer Vacation Care?

Yes, The Early Learning Centre has
a number of 10 minute short term
parking bays to assist parents in
arriving and departing from the
Early Learning Centre.

Yes, the Early Learning Centre operates
forty-eight weeks a year and offers its
Extended Hours Care program outside
of term time. The Early Learning Centre
is closed for four weeks from late
December to mid-January.

Does Somerville House
offer Before and
After School Care?

Bookings are made in advance and close
one week prior to the commencement of
the vacation. Fees are charged at a daily
rate with full payment invoiced with the
term fees.

Yes, The Somerville House Pre-Prep
Program runs its own Extended Hours
Care program, available exclusively
to Pre-Prep students within the
Early Learning Centre.
The delivery of the Extended Hours
Care program will focus on extending
and enriching the wellbeing and
development of students and provide
opportunities for children to engage in
leisure and play-based experiences,
while meeting the care requirements
of families.
Fees are charged per session, morning
or afternoon with statements issued
per term electronically and paid via the
Business Office.

MORNING EXTENDED HOURS CARE
7.00am to 8.10am during term time.
AFTERNOON EXTENDED HOURS CARE
2.30pm to 6.00pm during term time.
NON-TERM EXTENDED HOURS CARE
7.00am to 6.00pm

For more information
contact the Admissions Office
on 07 3248 9267 or email
enrolments@somerville.qld.edu.au

ENROLLING IN
SOMERVILLE HOUSE PRE-PREP
Enrolment in the Somerville House Pre-Prep Program is initiated through the
Admissions Office, phone 07 3248 9267 or email enrolments@somerville.qld.edu.au
The first step is to complete an
Application for Registration and pay
the registration fee. Approximately two
years prior to your child’s expected
entry to the School you will be invited to
an information session and tour of the
School. Following the information session
you will be invited to complete an online
Application for Enrolment and supply the
School with required documentation.
Once the School has received
notification of your completed
Enrolment Form, you and your child
will be required to attend an interview
with the Director of Per-Prep to discuss
your application. After all interviews
with prospective parents and students

have been completed the Principal will
make offers for places approximately
eighteen months before the expected
entry date to the School.
Upon receipt of an offer of enrolment,
you will be required to confirm your
acceptance by signing the official
Written Agreement with the School and
pay a non-refundable acceptance fee.

Date of Birth

2017

1/7/2012 to 30/6/2013 Pre-Prep
1/7/2013 to 30/6/2014

When can my child
be enrolled into Pre-Prep?
Somerville House Pre-Prep is open
to girls and boys turning four before
30 June of their entry year.

2018

2019

Prep

Year 1

Pre-Prep

Prep

1/7/2014 to 30/6/2015

Pre-Prep

1/7/2015 to 30/6/2016

2020 2021 2022
Year 1
Prep

Year 1

Pre-Prep

Prep

Year 1

FEE STRUCTURE
The tuition fee for Pre-Prep can be
found at www.somerville.qld.edu.au/
enrolments#fees-payments.
Fees will be invoiced, in advanced,
for each term. There are four terms
in the school year.

Somerville House is registered with the
Department of Education, Employment
and Workplace Relations (DEEWR) and
receives approved care for its Pre-Prep
and Extended Hours Care programs.
Eligible parents will be entitled to claim

a Child Care Rebate and/or Child Care
Benefit which will offset tuition fees
for Pre-Prep.
Daily Extended Hours Care is invoiced
twice per term and is charged per
session attended.
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