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Old Girl, Jess Black 
(1989) is writing 
from the heart. 

17 Graham Street, South Brisbane Qld 4101
PO Box 3357, South Brisbane Qld 4101

P 07 3248 9200  |  somerville.qld.edu.au

A school of the Presbyterian and Methodist Schools Association. The PMSA is a mission of the Presbyterian and Uniting Churches.  
CRICOS Provider Number: 00522G

V
O

L
. 17

 N
O

. 2
 | 2

0
19



Alumnae Achievements

Harriet Hudson (2015) just won a silver medal in the 

Under 23 Rowing World Championships in Sarasota, 

Florida. She was Boat Captain at Somerville House in 2015.

Ella Hudson (2018) starts at Harvard University on Tuesday 

27 August, joining their rowing team as well as studying. 

She was Boat Captain for Somerville House in 2018.

Jasmine Aurora Regan Feldman, who attended 

Somerville House in Years 7 to 9 (2012 to 2015) with an 

Academic scholarship.

She has just accepted a place at St John’s College at 

Cambridge University, UK to study Archaeology, starting in 

October this year. She was awarded the DUX at QACI with 

a 42 in the IB and also received a Distinction at UQ, where 

she had been part of the Enhanced studies program to 

study with the Archaeology undergraduates for six months 

whilst in Year 12.

Congratulations – 2019 Births

Claire Devine (nee Deborde, 2008) and husband Seamus 

Devine welcomed a son born on Tuesday 4 June 2019,  

Shiloh Patrick Martin Devine.

Condolences – 2019 Deaths

John Smith brother of Belinda Cooney (nee Smith), uncle to 
Gemma Cooney (2016) – 18 February 2019

Nina Helen Western Wood (1957) – 24 March 2019

Gwenda Ayre (1945) – 25 April 2019 

Joan Elizabeth Cranstoun  
(nee Coulston, 1942) – 2 May 2019

Desley Scott (1953) – 16 June 2019

Dr Claire Clark (nee Skerman, 1957) – 24 June 2019

William Tracey husband of Beverley Tracey  
(nee McIntyre, 1956) – 15 July 2019

Judith Job mother of Sally Job (1975) – 18 July 2019

Joanna Law (2007) – 5 August 2019

Joan Rosie (nee Thomson, 1940) – 16 August 2019

Stay connected with the Alumnae:
somerville.qld.edu.au/alumni-old-girls-association

Click on ‘Stay Connected’ to register or update your details.

Stay connected with the Old Girls’ Association:
somervillehouseoga.com.au/signup

Click on ‘Request membership’ to register or login.

Alumnae News

Thank you to those who contributed stories and photos to make this edition possible. If you are interested 
in submitting content for the next edition, please email communication@somerville.qld.edu.au
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In Principal
Mrs Kim Kiepe, Principal

I am delighted to share this edition of Connections, 
collating a number of highlights drawn from the second 
half of our 120th year. In this collection of stories, you will 
read about a number of people who have made, or  
continue to make, an important contribution to the 
Somerville House story. 

Given the myriad of activities 
showcased through these Connections 
pages, it is quite clear that our 
participation in national competitions, 
festivals, theatrical performances, 
artistic events, championships, 
evening debates, surveys, strategic 
planning, green days, charity events 
and the sporting arena, have combined 
to create another chapter in the 
rich tapestry of Somerville House 
life. Positive relationships between 
students, academic staff, corporate 
staff, parent volunteers and mentors 
most definitely shape the Somerville 
House identity and the strong feeling of 
connection in our school community. 

In this edition, you will read about the 
endeavours of remarkable old girls, 
who share in common the experience 
of a Somerville House education. 
Girls’ aspirations tend to be standard 
in response to the question of what 
they might want to do when they are 
older. Traditionally, we used to hear 
answers such as a doctor, a teacher, 
a computer programmer or research 
scientist. We can ponder whether 
Jane Horgan (1999) had envisioned a 
future as a zoologist or if Jess Black 
(1989) had contemplated a future as 
a children’s book author. It is evident 
that the Somerville House experience 
taught Jane that anything was possible 
and certainly encouraged the diversity 
of her student dreams. Jess took 
inspiration for her own career from the 
passion shared by her teachers. 

Our students are connected to family, 
community, culture and place. Naturally, 
learning and growth take place through 
these relationships. Somerville House 
teachers, friends and the educational 
experiences provided through 
classroom and co‑curricular activities, 
all help our girls and young women not 
only develop unique skills, but also 
a better understanding of the ways 
we can work and live together for the 
common good. 

I hope your glimpse into the stories 
within this edition of Connections 
shows that the strength of Somerville 
House comes from its stories and 
traditions, highlighting that our future 
rests in our relevance and innovation.
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Bringing to life fictional stories for celebrities such as Bindi 
Irwin and Australian Cricket star, David Warner, Children’s 
Author and Somerville House Old Girl, Jess Black (nee 
Ratcliffe – 1989) has collaborated with some big names 
throughout her writing career.

Graduating in 1989, Jess initially 
went on to study a Bachelor of Arts 
in Theatre and Film with Honours in 
Theatre Director. Reminiscing on her 
time at Somerville House, Jess spoke 
of a few key teachers who inspired her 
to always follow a career path she was 
passionate about.

“In Senior School I absolutely loved 
Art, English, Ancient History and 

Geography, and all of my teachers in 
these subjects really lived and breathed 
their work,” Jess said. 

“Mrs Meg Rascoe (Geography) had 
travelled the world and kept us engaged 
with her stories, and Miss Pamela 
Davenport (Ancient History) had 
worked on various archaeological digs 
and often brought in photos from her 

experiences,” she said. 

“I loved that their own experiences were 
woven into their teaching, and they 
brought their subjects to life.” 

Writing from the heart

“I took away from school that whatever I 
did, I wanted to have that same level of 
passion,” Jess said. 

Always inspired by working with 
children, upon graduating university 
Jess began her career in children’s 
theatre and then moved into children’s 
television. Not beginning her writing 
career until later in life, her work within 
the children’s theatre and television 
industry made writing and publishing 
children’s books the natural next step. 

“I love the way children articulate the 
way they see things,” Jess said. 

“They never fail to amaze me, and I love 
that [my writing] can give children, and 
some adults, an enjoyable experience 
and maybe even open doors for them 
in terms of their own personal growth,” 
she said. 

Motivated by her time teaching creative 
writing at the Sydney based company 
The Writers’ Studio, Jess said the 
courses helped her to understand how 
to structure a story while keeping the 
creativity alive, a delicate balance needed 
when publishing children’s books. 

 “I love that every book is a new challenge 
and I love researching information as part 
of my writing,” Jess said. 

“What I enjoy most is that every now 
and then I get a moment of magic and 

the book will write itself, which doesn’t 
happen very often,” she said. 

With an extensive catalogue of 
books, it is through building working 
relationships with many children’s 
publishers that Jess has found herself 
collaborating with famous Australian 
personalities and charities such as 
the RSPCA and Guide Dogs Australia. 
Reflecting on her favourite series, Jess 
said it was impossible to choose, as 
each story presented challenges and 
rewards for different reasons. 

“If I had to, I would choose two series 
– Keeper of the Crystals and Mr Walker 
(pictured below),” Jess said.

“Keeper of the Crystals is an eight‑book 
fantasy series. The main character, Eve, 
discovers she has inherited a magical 
gift from her grandmother. There are 
lots of memories of my grandmother in 
this series,” she said. 

“Mr Walker is the other ‑ together with 
Penguin Random House, we created 
five very special books.” 

“I have had people aged between 
4 and 94 tell me how much they love 
Mr Walker,” Jess said. 

Like anything in life, Jess confessed 
that writing is all about practice, 
encouraging students or anyone 
looking to embark on a career in the 

writing industry to read as much and 
as widely as they can.

“Keep a journal, keep writing and don’t 
worry too much about what you are 
writing,” Jess said. 

“Writing is like anything; if you want to 
get better at it, you need to practise. 
The more you do it, the better you will 
become,” she said. 

“If you are serious about writing after 
graduating, I would suggest doing as 
many courses as you can and keep 
writing for pleasure.”

Jess was honoured with the 2019 
Principal’s Award for Excellence.

You can find Jess’s books at all 
good book stores or on her website 
www. jessblack.com.au. 
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Established in 2003, Cheetah 
Conservation Botswana, a small 
grassroots organisation, dedicates 
itself to facilitating and promoting the 
peaceful co‑existence of Botswana’s 
people and wildlife. The organisation is 
known for utilising a multi‑disciplinary 
approach in targeting some of the key 
threats to cheetahs and other large 
carnivores, including human‑wildlife 
conflict, habitat destruction 
and poaching.

“We work in the Kalahari section of 
Botswana – an area roughly the size of 
Victoria – with very limited resources,’ 
Jane said. 

“As a result, we have to be very 
efficient in our work – we only focus 
on incredibly useful activities that 
have a considerable impact on 
wildlife conservation and community 
empowerment,” she said. 

Having the opportunity to work 
in all aspects of the organisation, 
including completing her research 
Master’s Thesis in 2014 on the 
use of livestock guarding dogs to 
alleviate human‑wildlife conflict, Jane 
now finds herself in charge of all 
communications in the Engagement 
and Awareness Department. 

“I have absolutely no training in 
public relations or marketing, but I’ve 

discovered I have a bit of knack for it,” 
Jane said. 

“My role now consists of organising our 
school education programs, designing 
and printing our farmers’ resources, 
article writing, helping farmers with 
conflict situations, engaging with 
the local and national government, 
including the President or writing and 
designing our annual reports,” she said. 

Jane says her work now sees her 
spread the organisation’s conservation 
message to people who live alongside 
wildlife – promoting peaceful 
co‑existence and working to assist 
people who are gripped by conflict 
situations. With human‑wildlife 
conflict a complex mix of events and 
beliefs, she says a lot of help can 
be offered through education and 
raising awareness. 

“Many people don’t realise that 
cheetahs are disappearing and that 
there are only 7,000 left on the planet,” 
Jane said.

“Large parts of the entire Kalahari 
ecosystem are also under threat 
from climate change and habitat 
destruction,” she said. 

“By following us on Instagram and 
Facebook, you can help by sharing our 
social media posts to get the word out 

about how we can help avert some of 
the challenges facing this ecosystem.”

“As we are often resource‑limited, 
offers for volunteering (either in 
Australia or in Botswana) are always 
appreciated for non‑research fields 
like graphic design, illustration, public 
relations (especially social media), 
carpentry or building, just to name a 
few,” Jane said.

With the exchange rate favourable 
toward the Australian Dollar, Jane says 
monetary donations through fundraising 
activities on behalf of Cheetah 
Conservation Botswana go a long way. 

“A small fundraising event that raises 
$450 can cover all the costs of one 
livestock guarding dog for its entire 
life, which can give one family peace of 
mind and financial security for a decade 
or more,” Jane said. 

“Any extra support we can get helping the 
wildlife and the people of the Kalahari is 
always deeply appreciated,” she said. 

For more information on how you can 
get involved in Cheetah Conservation 
Botswana’s work, visit 
cheetahconservationbotswana.org 
 

 | @cheetah_conservation_botswana/ 
  | CheetahConservationBotswana/

With a passion for wildlife and animal conservation, Zoologist and Somerville House  
Old Girl, Jane Horgan (1999) is living out her dreams in Africa as the  

Engagement and Awareness Co‑ordinator for Cheetah Conservation Botswana.

for JaneWild
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Finishing at Somerville House in the 
centenary class of 1999, Jane said 
her time at the School taught her 
confidence, and gave her the belief that 
anything was possible. 

“Somerville House taught me that it 
was okay to be a ‘geek’ — if I was 
passionate about wildlife or even being 
an astronaut, that was something to be 
celebrated, not embarrassed about,” 
Jane said. 

“I look at the kids in the schools here 
in Botswana, and I ask them what they 
want to be when they grow up, and 
there are about four standard answers 
I get – doctor, nurse, teacher or police 
officer,” she said.

“For these kids, there isn’t much else 
for them to set their hopes and dreams 

upon. The opportunities that Somerville 
House affords all of us that attend are 
truly remarkable, because they are 
almost limitless.”

“Not all of us are cut out to be 
accountants, doctors or lawyers, 
but Somerville House allows for that 
and encourages the diversity of our 
dreams,” Jane said. 

Upon completing a Bachelor of 
Science, Majoring in Zoology and 
Wildlife Biology at the University 
of Queensland, Jane landed a job 
as a Zookeeper at Australia Zoo. 
While she started off working with 
Australian Mammals, Jane says it was 
working within the Big Cats section, in 
particular, cheetahs that inspired her 
to venture to Africa for a two‑month 

research volunteer placement with 
Cheetah Conservation Botswana. 

“After finishing my degree, I had been 
working at Australia Zoo for a few 
years, and it was there that I first saw a 
cheetah up close. I fell in love with them 
straight away,” Jane said. 

“I continually researched cheetah 
conservation and when I eventually 
made the decision to leave Australia 
Zoo, it was the simple Google search 
‘Research Assistant Cheetah’ that did 
the trick,” she said. 

“I had never been to Africa before, 
but as soon as I touched down in 
Botswana, it felt like home to me. I fell 
in love with the place, its people and 
the work that Cheetah Conservation 
Botswana was doing.”
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With Old Girls travelling from France and Sweden, twenty‑one 
Old Girls from the Class of 1959, to a family with four 
generations gracing the classrooms of Somerville House, the 
120 year commemoration service was a momentous occasion in 
the history of the School. Held in the Valmai Pidgeon Performing 
Arts Complex, Old Girls and current students from Years 8 to 
12 celebrated the School’s birthday with a happy yet reflective 
service, filled with inspiring guest speakers and musical guests. 

Addressing those in the audience at 
her first Commemoration Day Service 
as the twelfth Principal of Somerville 
House, Mrs Kim Kiepe spoke of the 
significance of 120 years in girls’ 
education and the importance of 
keeping traditions alive. 

“Today we celebrate the School’s 
120th year in existence,” 
Mrs Kiepe said. 

“You all know the core elements of 
our school and the traditions that have 
been so important to generations 
of Somerville House girls and their 
families,” she said. 

“As we spend time together today at 
this service, you might like to reflect 
on Miss Fewings words, as recorded 
in the Brisbane High School for Girls 
magazine in December 1901.”

“[Somerville House girls] are a 
special breed, a brilliant mix of the 
curious, the hard‑working and the 
community‑minded with an overarching 
belief in fairness and honour.” 

“Thank you for inviting me to speak 
to you today. I am very honoured,” 
Mrs Tilse said. 

Upon the commencement of the service, 
Old Girls and current students left the 
performing arts complex to the wonderful 
sound of the newly refurbished old 
school bell, a donation by the 2018 OGA 
Committee. This year, as their traditional 
Commemoration Day gift, the OGA very 
generously donated a reflection bench. 
The bench, located near the Chapel, is 
inscribed with a message of gratitude 
and self‑love, with their hope the seat will 
provide students and visitors with a place 
to take a peaceful moment to reflect. 

“This bench is to offer a quiet space 
for students to reflect on upon the 
importance of self‑love, self‑confidence 
and kindness,” Ms Washington said. 

“The bench signifies the fact that for 
Somerville House girls, your OGA 
always has your back,” she said. 

“The bench is inscribed with a message 
for each of you, and I invite you all to 
find a quiet moment to go and have 
a look.” 

Following the service, over one 
hundred Old Girls joined each other in 
Cumbooquepa for high tea to continue 
the 120 year celebrations. This included 
a specially made cake that was 
ceremoniously cut by Principal, 
Mrs Kim Kiepe, the guest speaker and 
the OGA President. 

120 Year  
Commemoration  
Day Service

Quoting directly from Miss Fewings 
words, Mrs Kiepe said “another way 
of helping was to be loyal to their 
school outside, never by word or deed 
to degrade it but uphold its honour in 
all public places. A school of this size 
should be able to make its influence felt 
in the state. This could only be done 
by every individual girl realising her 
own responsibility”. 

Serendipitously sharing this 
commemorative day with International 
Day of the Girl, Mrs Kiepe went onto 
show her appreciation for all of the Old 
Girls who continue to uphold the honour 
of the School. 

“Today happens to be International 
Day of the Girl and how appropriate 
that Somerville House today celebrates 
120 years of history,” Mrs Kiepe said. 

“It is wonderful to celebrate with you 
this tradition and our prime reputation 
of educating girls in Brisbane,” she said.

“It is my hope that you all enjoy this 
special Commemoration Day Service.”

Reflecting on the School’s rich account of 
graduates going onto become respected 
leaders within their fields, President of 
the Old Girls’ Association (OGA), Ms 
Liz Washington (1998) was invited to 
introduce the guest speaker and Old Girl, 
Peta Tilse (nee Mandikos, 1990). 

“Peta graduated from Somerville House 
in 1990 and has carved a successful 

career in finance including roles on the 
treasury trading floors and managing 
billions of dollars as a fund manager,” 
Ms Washington said. 

“Peta was also the co‑founder of the 
Australian Charity platform, the Impact 
Suite, and has won the Fintech Business 
Award two years in a row and is now a 
Director on the board of the Somerville 
House Foundation,” she said. 

As Year 12 Art Convenor and the Rowing 
Captain leading her team to victory at the 
inaugural Head of the River competition 
in 1990, Mrs Tilse spoke to those in 
attendance about her life and career, 
including a recent book she had written 
entitled Benny the Bin Chicken, a story 
that at the core shows the importance of 
keeping true to your values and backing 
yourself and your friends. 

“The story of Benny the Bin Chicken 
sees him picked on by Mike and his 
murder of crows, finding strength in his 
friends Olive the owl, Bevan the bush 
turkey and Wendy the Willy wagtail,” 
Mrs Tilse said.

“I know we are talking about a bin 
chicken, but the story is no different 
to the daily life for a number of us, for 
a number of reasons, and the moral of 
Benny’s story is to back yourself and 
support your friends no matter what,” 
she said.
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With Christian values infused into our programs, priorities 
and operational principles, the spiritual life of our school is 
foundational to our wonderful Somerville House community. 

Every day staff and students go about 
living out faith in the offices and 
classrooms of the School. However, for 
one week of the year, Senior Chaplain 
Ms Chris O’Gorman says we celebrate 
not only the birthday of the Chapel, but 
the on‑going and vibrant spiritual life of 
the School with Chapel Week. 

“The spiritual life of the School is very 
real though in some ways invisible, a 
bit like a powerful undercurrent in the 
ocean, but in Chapel Week, the vibrant 
faith of so many of our students, staff 
and wider community comes to the 
fore and has a deliberate tangible 
presence,” Ms O’Gorman said. 

“We celebrate Jesus and His life in us,” 
she said. 

From Monday 5 to Friday 9 August, 
students throughout the School are 
encouraged to join in the many Chapel 
Week activities, including the annual 
Celebration Breakfast held in the 
Honour Room on Wednesday 7 August. 
Ms Chris O’Gorman says it is always 

lovely to see students and staff willing 
to share their faith in public forums, with 
Chapel Week encouraging everyone in 
their own spiritual journeys.

“We hope that the School community is 
inspired in their own spiritual journeys 
by the stories and messages shared 
throughout the week by students and 
others,” Ms O’Gorman said.

“We also aim to demonstrate that the 
Christian faith is real, engaging and 
relevant in every way, to life in 2019,” 
she said. 

Dating back to the Principalship of 
Dr Murray Evans, Chapel Week began 
on 1 August 1993 when the building was 
first dedicated as the School Chapel. 
Always held on or close to this date, 
each Chapel Week promotes a theme 
chosen by the Chapel Captains. This 
year’s theme, chosen by 2019 Chapel 
Captain, Hannah Ostini, is ‘God’s 
Radical Love’. 

“We chose this theme because we 
wanted to send out the message that 

God’s love is so radical that no matter  

 

 

 
how we respond to all that he has done 
for us, whether a person’s response is 
positive, neutral or hostile, he continues 
to love us,” Hannah said. 

“Through a range of programs 
we will see this message actively 
communicated by word and action,” 
she said. 

Principal, Mrs Kim Kiepe says she 
enjoyed the experience of Chapel 
Week for the first time and believes the 
theme is representative of the modern 
and dynamic way Somerville House 
incorporates our Christian values into 
everyday school life. 

“I look forward to celebrating 
Chapel Week again in future years” 
Mrs Kiepe said. 

“By living our beliefs through God’s 
love, not only for one week but every 
day, I feel we encourage our students to 
graduate with a stronger sense of right 
and wrong, connectedness, confidence 
and social justice,” she said. 

Chapel Week

The School also continued the 
120 year celebrations in the three 
major Australian cities of Sydney, 
Melbourne and Canberra during 
the month of October, with many in 
attendance enjoying their chance to 
reconnect with friends and renew old 
school ties. It was also an opportunity 
to form new friendships with Alumnae 
in their area and to foster a sense 
Somerville House community among 
those no longer living in Brisbane. 

Next year Somerville House 
plans to visit Perth on Saturday 
28 March and Adelaide on Saturday 
12 September 2020. Please visit 
www.somerville. qld. edu.au/
alumni‑registration‑form to keep your 
details up to date with the School to 
ensure that you receive your invitation. 

MELBOURNE REUNION

CANBERRA REUNION

SYDNEY REUNION
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A rich history of 
Women in the Arts

Somerville House is respected for its ongoing commitment to the Arts. Many important and 
much loved Australian cultural figures have acknowledged the role that the School played in 
laying the foundation of their careers in the Arts, including Visual Arts. 

Miss Fewings demonstrated her belief 
in the visual arts through its inclusion 
in the curriculum from the inception 
of the School. As Art education was 
not available as a specialist area in 
teacher training at the beginning of the 
twentieth century, initially, practising 
artists were employed to provide art 
training for the students of Somerville 
House. Starting in 1899, the first Art 
teacher at the School was the much 
loved and acclaimed Australian artist, 
Godfrey Rivers, whose painting ‘Under 
the Jacaranda’ continues to be one 
of the most popular artworks in the 
Queensland Art Gallery collection. 
Significant Queensland women artists 
who taught at Somerville House 
through those years include Vida Lahey, 
Caroline Barker, Pat Prentice and Betty 
Quelhurst and these artist‑teachers 
are often acknowledged as playing 
an important role in inspiring students 
to continue studying art after leaving 
school. Each of these mentioned artists 
are represented with paintings in the 
important exhibition, ‘New Woman’ 
currently on at the Museum of Brisbane 
(September 2019 to 15 March 2020).

Many Somerville House Old Girls 
have made a significant contribution 
to the cultural life of Queensland and 
Australia, and this discussion is by 

no means fully comprehensive. This 
year at the Gallery of Modern Art, we 
had the marvellous opportunity to 
witness and experience the life and 
art of Margaret Olley AC (1942). The 
exhibition joyously demonstrated her 
extraordinary artistic output along with 
her passionate support of younger 
artists and her philanthropic generosity. 
The exhibition also brought into focus 
the paintings of Margaret Cilento 
(1941), Olley’s fellow Somerville House 
student and friend. Margaret Cilento 
had a much celebrated career both in 
Australia and overseas. Betty Churcher 
AO (nee Cameron, 1949), who attended 
Somerville House in the 1940s and 
even taught Art at the School, went on 
to be a groundbreaking figure in the 
Arts nationally. The first woman to be 
the director of a state gallery and the 
only woman to date to be director of 
the National Gallery of Australia, Betty 
Churcher AO also wrote numerous 
important books on art and had a 
much loved television series on art 
on the ABC. Ann Thomson (1951) has 
had a long and distinguished career 
as an artist, respected nationally and 
internationally for her passionate and 
uncompromising paintings, drawings 
and sculptures. Now in her eighties, 
she continues to produce quality, 
award‑winning artwork and inspires 

younger artists. Karen Ray (nee 
Hocking, 1948), who established her 
practice in England is well represented 
in the School’s collection through the 
beautiful painting that the Old Girls’ 
Association gifted to the School on the 
occasion of its Centenary in 1999.

Rhyl Hinwood AM (nee Jones, 1957) 
has made an extraordinary contribution 
to the Visual Arts in Queensland 
through her major public art pieces 
found across Brisbane and beyond. 
Like Ann Thomson, she has lead a 
courageous, creative life committed to 
the challenge of being a woman artist. 
Glenise Clelland (nee Gardam, 1963) is 

known and loved for her vivacious, 
richly coloured paintings, reflecting 
her life and love for the coastal areas 
of Queensland.

Lindy Lee (1970) attended Somerville 
House in the 1960s and is now 
considered one of the most important 
contemporary artists in Australia. Her 
artwork blends the cultures of Australia 
and her ancestral China and explores 
her Buddhist faith. The paintings 
of Hollie Hollie (nee Charlton, 1975) 
continue to inspire and delight through 
their beautiful color and patterning 
of energy, as can be experienced 
when arriving at the Brisbane 
International Airport. 

Sophie Vander, Director Curatorial+Co.  
Photo: Anne Graham

Hawkesbury Wildflowers 1975, Margaret Olley 
(Somerville House Art Collection, Gift of Glenys 

Charlton, 2014), exhibited at ‘Margaret Olley, 
A Generous Life’, Gallery of Modern Art, 2019
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Following on in the footsteps of Betty 
Churcher, Rhana Devenport (1977) 
recently became the second woman to 
be a director of a state gallery when she 
took up her position at the Art Gallery 
of South Australia last year. Rhana 
Devenport, who attended Somerville 
House in the 1970s had a distinguished 
career in Australia before going to New 
Zealand to become the Director of the 
Govett‑Brewster Art Gallery, followed 
by being Director of the Auckland Art 
Gallery. She was honoured with The 
Officer of New Zealand Order of Merit for 
her services to the Arts before returning 
to Australia last year. 

There are a number of more recent 
Old Girls who are making their mark 
in the Visual Arts. Kym Elphinstone 
(1994) has established herself nationally 
through her communications company, 
Articulate. While initially completing 
Law, her passion for the Arts took her 
on to lead the communications/PR 
team at the Museum of Contemporary 
Art in Sydney. Establishing Articulate 

in 2009, Kym heads Australia’s leading 
communications company for the 
Visual Arts, with major clients that 
include the Biennale of Sydney, Sydney 
Contemporary, the National Gallery of 
Australia and the National Gallery of 
Victoria, to name a few. Sophie Vander 
(nee Wheat, 1992) initially worked as a 
magazine editor overseeing the style and 
direction of some of the world’s leading 
publications in North America, Asia and 
Australia and upon returning to Australia, 
returned to her love of art when she 
established her Sydney‑based gallery, 
Curatorial and Co. Artist, Leith Maguire 
(2002) has exhibited widely throughout 
Australia with her exquisite, empathetic 
drawings of animals that explore 
environmental issues along with 
personal, expressive themes.

There are a number of young designers 
who have made names for their work 
nationally. Like most art makers today, 
they have established their names 
through both a traditional physical 
presence and through the clever use 
of social media. Textile designer and 
artist Shilo Engelbrecht (2001) and 
jewellery designer, Christie Nicolaides 
(2005) have a client base that is both 
national and international. Other 
designers include Jess Scott (nee 
Allom, 1993) with Starfish Studio, 
Angie Andronis (2006) with By Baby 
Fine Jewellery, Edwina Sinclair (2009), 
fashion designer, Tilly Sinclair (2011) 
for Tilly Jewellery and textile artist and 
designer, Britt Laspina (2010). Interior 
and textile designer, Georgia Cannon 
(2001) has established herself as one 
of Brisbane’s leading, contemporary 
interior designers. Similarly, Interior 
Designer, Emma Coffey (2001) with her 
company, local Design, recently gave 
designers in Australia a platform to 
showcase their work at a large design 
event held in Milan, Italy.

Somerville House is made up of its 
students, both present students and 
the women that they become. The 
Somerville House women who have 
achieved so brilliantly in the Visual Arts 
will continue to inspire current students 
of the value and importance of the arts 
to the culture of our nation.

Mr John Honeywill 
Curator, Somerville House Art Collection

Betty Churcher AO and Ann Thomson, Somerville House 2013

Kym Elphinstone (Class of 1994) ‑ © Photo by Daniel Boud Portrait of Margaret Olley c. 1954, Margaret Cilento 
(Somerville House Art Collection), exhibited at ‘Margaret Olley, 

A Generous Life’, Gallery of Modern Art, 2019

Rhana Devenport, Director of the  
Art gallery of South Australia
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120 Years of Giving:  
the Somerville House  
P&F Association

Today, Somerville House is fortunate to have many committed parents who volunteer in the 
School Somerfare Tuckshop and Somerwear Uniform Shop, as well as the ever‑increasing number 
of Support Groups under the Parents and Friends’ (P&F) Association umbrella. In the midst of our 
120 Year Celebrations, we thank and celebrate the generosity of all the parents and volunteers, 
past and present, whose endeavours and unwavering support towards Somerville House have 
contributed to the vibrant school community that flourishes today.

Principal, Mrs Kim Kiepe believes the 
Parents and Friends’ Association is an 
integral part of our school community, 
fostering important communion and 
goodwill between parents, friends, 
teachers and students.

“The success of our P&F illustrates the 
essential dedication of parents to the 
School’s mission,” Mrs Kiepe said. 

“We are privileged to have an active 
P&F that is successful in contributing 
to the School’s state‑of‑the‑art 
facilities and resources, and assisting 
all of the Support Groups to meet the 
needs of our students’ curricular and 
co‑curricular activities,” she said.

“Without the financial support of 
the Association, making significant 
donations to various school projects 
over the years, our students and staff 
would not enjoy learning and working in 
many of our world‑class facilities.”

Since its establishment in the late 
1960s, the Somerville House P&F 
have provided significant amounts 
of funding to the School through 
the efficient management of the 
Somerfare Tuckshop and Somerwear 
Uniform Shop. Consisting of a 
Management Committee that oversees 
each of the Support Groups and 
business operations, President, 
Mrs Andrea O’Halloran, says that the 

primary motivation for the P&F is the 
School’s students.

“Our focus is centred on our girls 
in green ‑ to help facilitate the 
best experiences they can have 
while attending Somerville House,” 
Mrs O’Halloran said.

“This is able to be realised by bringing 
together current parents to support our 
girls in their co‑curricular activities, by 
fostering networking, friend‑raising and 
fundraising ‑ all designed to allow our 
girls to experience the best possible 
opportunities,” she said.

Along with planning and running the 
many Somerville House annual balls, 
the P&F has also directed funds of over 
$1.2M to the School in the past five 
years. Some of the more noteworthy 
donations include $350K for the 
Seymour Library refurbishment, the 
refurbishment of the Swimming Pool 
$193K, $200K for the Terraced Sitting, 
along with electronic classroom 
whiteboards, tiered outdoor seating 
and furniture, drinking water fountains, 
grand piano, flagpoles, school banners, 
coaches uniforms and a myriad of 
sporting equipment.

In a most recent financial underwriting 
in accordance with the School’s 
Master Plan (A 2025 Vision), the P&F 
Association generously contributed 

$350,000 to the refurbishment of the 
Seymour Library and the Information 
Centre, a contribution the School is 
exceedingly thankful for.

However, despite underwriting many 
of the School’s assets, Mrs O’Halloran 
says the P&F see their financial 
assistance as secondary to contributing 
to the inclusive Somerville House 
culture we all enjoy.

“The African proverb that states 
‘it takes a whole village to raise a child’ 
is apt when looking at the role that the 
P&F and its invaluable volunteers play 
within Somerville House,” she said.

With parent volunteers the backbone 
of the P&F Association’s mission, 
Mrs O’Halloran said contributing to the 
sense of belonging and inclusiveness 
of parents supporting their children in 
curricular and co‑curricular activities is 
what attracted her to take on the role of 
P&F President.

“Schools are unique communities 
that are bound together by a group of 
people that care deeply about their 
children,” Mrs O’Halloran said.

“My experience volunteering with fellow 
parents in the Uniform Shop, Tuckshop 
and on Support Groups has shown me 
that our girls love to see their parents at 
the School, especially in their younger 
years,” she said. 

“Parents are an integral part of the 
School; it doesn’t matter how much or 
how often you give time, all of it is an 
investment in your child and her journey 
throughout Somerville House, and we 
encourage everyone to get involved.”

Principal, Mrs Kim Kiepe, seconds this 
notion, and says she is committed to 
ensuring Somerville House remains an 
exemplary leader in education while 
furthering the School community’s 
inclusivity and parent involvement.

“Ensuring all parents in the School 
community feel a palpable sense 
of belonging and value ensures the 
focus on supporting our girls is at the 
forefront,” Mrs Kiepe said.

“I believe, with the fantastic work of both 
our volunteers and P&F Association, 
in conjunction with teachers and 
staff ‑ the future looks very bright for 
Somerville House,” she said.
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With much of today’s media coverage often focussed 
on job losses stemming from automation, a recently 
published report from Deloitte Access Economics, 
The Path to Prosperity: Why the Future of Work 
is Human, looked at how robots and technology 
is increasingly taking over monotonous and 
repetitive tasks, resulting in the creation of 
more interesting jobs for humans.

The report states that over eighty 
percent of jobs created between 
now and 2030 will be for ‘knowledge 
workers’, establishing that we can use 
technology to our advantage to create 
more meaningful work. The report also 
found that two‑thirds of jobs will be 
strongly reliant on ‘soft skills’ such as 
customer service and health care, with 
a strong focus on digital literacy. 

Along with allaying concerns and 
demonstrating that humanity is not 
facing a dystopian future of rising 
unemployment, excitedly the report 
also showed that the future of work is 
female, with interpersonal and creative 
roles ‘of the heart’ becoming the 
hardest of all to mechanise. 

Principal, Mrs Kim Kiepe, said she is 
encouraged by the findings and is proud 
of how they validate the academic, social 
and emotional learning opportunities 
available to all students at a school such 
as Somerville House. 

“Our core mission is to educate 
both the mind and the heart, and we 
aim to nurture girls’ creativity in a 
dynamic, supportive and challenging 
environment,” Mrs Kiepe said.

“With our Christian values grounded 
in care, and a range of curricular and 

co‑curricular IT 
based subjects 
available 
throughout the 
School, we work 
hard to ensure our 
students graduate 
with strong digital 
literacy skills,” 
she said.

Always searching 
for meaningful and 
interesting ways to 
embed Information 
Communication Technology 
(ICT) skills into learning 
programs, teachers at 
Somerville House believe students 
should be learning digital literacy 
skills beyond their dedicated Digital 
Design and Technologies lessons. This 
includes teaching students from Prep 
to Year 2 how to use devices such as 
the keyboard and mouse, through to 
publishing work using Microsoft Word. 
From Years 3 to 12, all students are 
provided with a personal computer 
through the laptop program and have 
access to a brand new state‑of‑the‑art 
help centre for technology maintenance 
and support. Students are also offered 
a range of technology‑focused school 
holiday workshops and camps including 

Junior 
Engineers 
where students 
use Arduino robots 
to build and program their own 
hand‑held game console and learn to 
code it.

These meaningful ways of building 
digital literacy skills into the curriculum 

assist our Junior School students in 
preparation for the Digital Design and 
Technologies program from Year 7. 
Head of Digital Design and Technology, 
Mr Paul Herring spoke of how the 
program develops digital literacy and 

introduces students to an 
extensive and varied 

range of digital 

and  
design 

products, 
applications and 

approaches.

“The program is designed to 
complement and extend the use of 
Digital Technologies by the students in 
a dedicated lesson,” Mr Herring said. 

“It includes many aspects of Robotics 
such as the use of Spheros, 3D printing, 
graphic, web and video design, utilising 
a number of Adobe products,” he said. 

“Students also learn how to use and 
code drones, explore Algorithmic 
Programming, computer animation 
and utilise augmented and virtual 
reality apps.” 

Entering into Year 10, students explore 
Information Communication and 
Technology as a subject, allowing 
them to take the skills and experiences 

from their Middle Years Digital 
Design and Technologies 

program and apply them to 
gain a greater appreciation 

and understanding of how 
technology works. 

When it comes to 
Years 11 and 12, 
Information Processing 
and Technology (IPT) 
is offered as a service 
subject to other 
disciplines where 
students can learn 
further techniques 
to complement 
their other subjects. 
The topic of social 
and ethical issues 
is also integrated, 
and students analyse 
how particular 

technological changes 
have impacted the way 

people live. The IPT 
course serves as valuable 

preparation for students 
who are looking to enter IT 

and Engineering courses at 
University or TAFE.

Building digital literacy and 
creativity does not end in the 

classroom, Somerville House also 
offers a Co‑Curricular Robotics 
Club to students from Years 5 to 11. 
Robotics is one of the more popular 
activities available within the School’s 
Cultural and Community Co‑Curricular 
program. Participation in Robotics has 
grown fourfold since 2016, making the 
Somerville House Robotics program 
the largest by number of any girls’ 
school in Australia in 2018 (according 
to RoboCup Junior Australia). Robotics 
enables students to consolidate 

the elements of 21st‑century skills 
such as algorithmic thinking, 
creativity, computer programming, 
problem‑solving skills and teamwork in 
a fun and supportive environment. 

Old Girl (2017) and Co‑ordinator 
of Coaches for the Robotics Club, 
Ms Margaux Edwards, spoke of how 
having Robotics as an extra‑curricular 
option at Somerville House inspired 
her to go on to study a Bachelor 
of Engineering, specialising in 
Mechatronics and Robotics. 

“I studied IPT as a subject, which is 
now Digital Design and Technology, and 
part of that unit was looking at robotics 
for the first time,” Margaux said. 

“IPT allowed me to learn basic 
programming and theory, which I find 
has helped me a lot at university as I 
can look at a piece of programming or 
code and understand it,” she said.

“We also had the chance to participate 
in the RoboCup competition, which was 
part of the curriculum.”

“My first robot was very much built with 
instructions, but to be able to program 
it myself and have the freedom and 
encouragement to build whatever I 
wanted to was amazing,” Margaux said. 

Principal, Mrs Kim Kiepe, is confident 
the School is at the forefront of 
developing the necessary digital and 
interpersonal skills students need to 
make meaningful contributions to the 
future workforce.

“I believe the opportunities provided at 
Somerville House prepare our students 
for the technological and transformative 
world they will enter upon graduating,” 
Mrs Kiepe said. 

For more information on any of 
the subjects listed or to find out 
about the many academic and 
co‑curricular opportunities for your 
daughter at Somerville House, visit 
www. somerville. qld.edu.au

Somerville House is  
Preparing Students for the 
Future Workforce
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The program connects Big Sisters with 
Little Sisters across year levels and 
within Houses:

• Year 12 connect with Year 7

• Year 11 connect with Year 6

• Year 10 connect with Year 5

• Year 9 connect with Year 4

• Year 8 connect with Year 3

Older year levels connect with younger 
year levels during a range of activities 
throughout the year, and in fitting with 
the School’s Pastoral Care program. 
Sisters Connect opportunities include 
Positive Wellbeing Days – one day per 
term, a day of Connections, Gratitude 
and Dare to be Different, and during 
Positive Wellbeing Week. 

Head of Year 11, Mrs Helen Preston 
said Sisters Connect serves as a 
way for students to build respectful 
relationships, encourage empathy and 
embrace diversity.

“According to the Beyond Blue ‘Be You’ 
Program, connectedness in learning 
communities promotes positive mental 
health,” Mrs Preston said. 

“The Sisters Connect program draws 
on this and enables a Big Sister 
to meet with a Little Sister across 
year levels and within houses to 
facilitate meaningful relationships that 
encourage personal leadership through 
understanding and empathy,” she said. 

Throughout each term, Big Sisters are 
encouraged to meet with their Little 
Sisters to develop an ongoing rapport, 
check on their wellbeing, create 
conversations and learn more about 
each other and how they can assist one 
another. Mrs Preston said the objective 
is for the cohorts to develop a particular 
relationship with their corresponding 
cohort from Year 3 until the end of 
Year 7 when their Big Sister graduates. 

“The aim is for these now Year 8 
students to graduate from Little Sisters 
to Big Sisters and commence the cycle 
of connection with new Year 3 students 
the following year,” Mrs Preston said. 

“By the final year, Year 12 will connect 
with Year 7, and each will be allocated 
a particular student whom they will 
mentor in their first year in the Middle 
Years,” she said. 

“This will, in turn, help them to traverse 
the changes in studies and the physical 
environment when moving from Junior 
to Senior School.”

With many exciting projects taking 
place in the Sisters Connect Program 
throughout 2019, including Interhouse 
ball games, Skip Rope competitions 
and Friday lunchtime activities, 
Mrs Preston said these activities 
enable Big Sisters to reflect the aim 
of the Program by supporting and 
encouraging our younger students and 
being a familiar face around the School. 

“A highlight of this year occurred 
when the Year 6 and Year 11 students 
connected and had the opportunity to 
think about their journey as leaders in the 
School community,” Mrs Preston said. 

“As part of this process, the Sisters 
reflected on what makes them unique 
and what strengths they all have to offer, 
collectively and individually,” she said. 

Gathering inspiration for the project 
from children’s book, Only One You by 
Linda Kranz, students were asked to 
design an image to be painted on a rock, 
which reflected what made them unique. 
Mrs Preston said the project presented 
another opportunity for the Sisters to 
engage in meaningful conversations with 
each other about who they are and what 
makes them unique.

“The rocks have been placed in a river 
formation in one of the garden beds 
in the School grounds, connecting the 

Junior School to the Senior School,” 
Mrs Preston said. 

Asked to reflect on their experience 
with the program a Year 6 student and 
her Year 11 ‘Big Sister’ spoke of how 
spending time together and sharing 
stories is something that they cherish. 

“I have enjoyed spending time with my 
Year 11, Sister. Sisters Connect has 
given us the opportunity to bond with 
girls we don’t get the opportunity to 
spend time with. I am always counting 
down the days until Sisters Connect, 
and I am sure everyone would agree 
with me about this.”

“My experience with the connections 
to the Year 6 students is lovely as it has 
allowed me to bond with another part of 
the School and makes me feel a sense 
of community. Now, whenever I see 
my ‘Little Sister’, she comes up to me 
and gives me a hug. It’s a great feeling 
to know that we have connected with 
the Year 6 students and now I feel like 
I know a more extensive range of girls 
from the School.” 

Encouraged by the success of the 
program, Mrs Preston said she is very 
much looking forward to another year of 
connecting students across the School. 

“I am positive Sisters Connect will 
continue to connect students and 
teachers between the Junior and 
Senior Schools, developing a strong 
sense of belonging for every student at 
Somerville House.”

Connecting with  
Your Sisters

Building a strong sense of identity, 
positive sense of self and connecting 
with students from all across the 
School is what drives the very 
successful ‘Sisters Connect’ Program 
at Somerville House.

The Sisters Connect program is designed to facilitate meaningful relationships, encouraging personal leadership through 
understanding and empathy across different year levels. The program aims to assist students to build communication and team 
skills, contributing to the overall strong school spirit and general wellbeing, individually and as a community. Most of all, the 
program fosters a sense of belonging and connectedness amongst the students, within the warm culture of Somerville House.

Under the direction of the Dean of Students, Mrs Julie Brunckhorst, and supported by the Assistant Head of Junior School – 
Pastoral & Administration, Heads of Year and Year Co‑ordinators, the Somerville House Sisters Connect program was 
introduced in 2019.
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Boarding Postcards  
from Home

In an effort to raise money in support of those who are currently suffering as a result of the 
drought, our Senior boarders sold beautiful pictures, in postcard size, taken from their home. 
Those who took photographs were also invited to share their stories of home town or country, 
and, in particular, whether the current drought has affected their lives in a series called 
‘Postcards from Home’.

Amy McWhirter (Year 12) 
I live in Sai Kung, Hong Kong. Sai Kung is 
a small township located around forty minutes 
away from the main city, which is on the 
coastal and mountain regions of Hong Kong’s 
Northern Territories. 

My favourite memory from home would be going 
on hikes with my father on a Saturday morning. The 
walk is always hard, but I never regret it. From the 
peak of the mountain, it is possible to see Sai Kung 
in its entirety, the mountains that shelter the town, 
the villages below them and the vast ocean that is 
home to many beaches and coves. It is always a 
peaceful way to spend quality time with my father 
and my dog. 

I have moved places frequently throughout my life, 
but Hong Kong has been and will always be home. 
Since moving to Hong Kong in Year 4, I have made 
memories that I will always cherish and hold close 
to my heart forever. To me, going home is refreshing 

– a reminder of 
the beautiful family, friends and place that are 
always there, even if I am away for two months at 
a time. 

One thing I would like day girls and parents to know 
is that sometimes all you have to do is ask. To a 
boarder, home is always a big part of their identity; 
it makes a world of difference to a girl away from 
home to be asked about where they are from. 

Although I am not directly affected by the drought, 
I understand how it has affected many families. 
In a situation that is so temperamental and out 
of human control, it is vital that there is a strong 
support network behind the struggling farmers. It is 
difficult to see my fellow boarders, so close to my 
heart, struggle and I although I cannot help with the 
immediate situation, I hope the boarding house and I 
can be an adequate support network for the girls.

Destiny Hornery (Year 12) 
To me, answering the question of where home 
is can be a hard question. In 2008 my father 
passed away from leukaemia. Before he was 
diagnosed, my home was Moranbah on a cattle 
station out of town, run by my mother (Sonia) 
and father (Lachlan) along with my five siblings. 
When we discovered he had cancer, we dropped 
everything and headed to the big city, Brisbane. The 
city was so different from anything we had ever known. 
While he was getting treatment, we were staying 
in a suburb called Brookfield, which is as about as 
rural as Brisbane gets. We were going to school in 
Brookfield, so I guess you could say that Brookfield 
was home for a while. When my father passed, it was 
the hardest point in my life, the mines had bought 
our property, so we could not return to our home. We 
had cattle and nowhere to put them and not enough 
money to buy a new property. So we began leasing 
land from all over Queensland: Dinmore, Lowood, 
Toowoomba, Rosevale, Mundubbera, Roma, Taroom, 
Rockhampton, The Burdekin, Charters Towers and 
Beaudesert. I know it is not your conventional ‘home’, 
but all of these places have been a home for me, 

learning and experiencing 
so many things, in so many places. There are endless 
cherished memories of home, one of the greatest 
would have to be when we take the horses for a swim 
in the dam. 

Home is special to me because of my family; it is not 
where we are that matters; it is who we are with. Over 
the years just like all farmers, our family have been 
dramatically affected by the drought. We have had to 
destock, work endlessly and tirelessly tailing out cattle 
on the side of the road to keep them alive, and as a 
family we have had to go without to keep the business 
running. The hardest thing about being away from 
home at the Boarding House is that I know how hard 
my mother is working on her own to keep things going 
and I am not able to do anything to help.

Gemma Doyle (Year 7) 
I live in Zug, Switzerland, and like most places in Switzerland, it is a 
small town. Zug is around half an hour away from Switzerland’s capital 
city, Zurich. 

On my days off from school, my best friend and I used to go to fun 
parks. My best memory would be spending time with her, at each 
other’s houses. 

My home is special to me because it is where I grew up, my family 
and friends live there, and it is where some of my best memories were 
made. Before living in the Boarding House, I had never lived anywhere 
other than Switzerland, so Zug has always been home. Zug is special 
to me because my favourite season is winter, and Switzerland’s highest 
temperature gets to twenty degrees. Its lowest temperature is minus 
ten degrees. 

I would like day girls to know what it feels like to be away from home for 
so long – especially somewhere that is so different from Switzerland. 
I would like to be able to talk to the day girls about what my home is 
like, compared to Australia. I would also like teachers to know that all 
of my schooling in Switzerland was taught in German, so it has been 
challenging to adjust to a completely different system.
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Georgia Cameron (Year 11) 
I am from a livestock and cropping property fifty kilometres south‑west 
of Roma. Roma is 600 kilometres west of Brisbane. We run cattle and 
sheep, and farm sorghum, wheat, chickpeas and oats. We also have the 
Roma Feedlot and Spelling Yards on our property – a family business 
that holds 7000 head. I am from a family of six, with myself the eldest 
child, two younger sisters and a younger brother. Coming from a very 
sport‑orientated family, on the holidays we always play a lot of tennis and 
in summer, swim. On the holidays, I am generally working with my father 
doing cattle work or helping with planting or harvest, and recently, I have 
been doing some work in the feedlot. At home my favourite place to hike is 
to the top of a hill (the picnic hill), which overlooks our house. We often have 
a barbeque up there and watch the sunset. 

At home is where I am happiest and doing what I love. I have taken many 
day girls home since I have been at Somerville House and they have all 
thoroughly enjoyed it. What I found interesting was that many of the girls 
realised they were not aware of how much of the food they eat and the 
clothes they wear have come from properties such as mine.

At the moment, my property is suffering from drought and has been for the 
past seven years. Although over the years we have suffered on and off, this 
year is the worst it has ever been. It is very stressful for my parents, and I 
feel the stress because I am not able to be there to help them. 

I love boarding, it is like a sleepover with all your friends every night, and 
I just love being around people all the time. It makes going to sport and 
school a lot easier because I used to have to travel for an hour to get to and 
from school every day.

Maddison Costello (Year 12) 
Ormiston is a coastal region south‑east of Brisbane, around a one‑hour 
train ride from Southbank. My fondest memories of Ormiston are going 
home to see my family, especially spending time with my younger brother. 
I also really love catching up with our neighbours, whom we have become 
quite close with. I love going home because although it is relatively close 
to boarding, I still feel as though I am getting away from the sometimes 
stressful environment of school, and I get to detox my school life with 
family time. I have always lived close to the ocean, so Ormiston is a way 
of getting back to somewhere that feels familiar. 

I would like day girls and parents to know that boarding is fantastic, and 
a great way to experience school. The girls in boarding are honestly like 
family to me. However, getting a break from always being on school 
grounds is very important to a boarder. 

While the drought hasn’t affected me directly, I’m aware of the 
dreadful impact that it is having on my close friends, and it does hurt 
to see them struggling with something we really cannot control. I 
certainly sympathise with farmers – everyone (regardless of whether 
or not it affects you) must understand what they are going through.

Krystelle Pela Polye (Year 12) 
I live in the highlands of Papua New Guinea, more 
specifically, Mount Hagen. That is where home 
is, among the trees and near the cold icy rivers. 
My favourite memory from home is being with 
family, hiking, going to the river, long bus rides and 
the drama that comes with being a part of a large 
family. My home is special because it contains my 
childhood memories and more importantly, my family. 
My tribesmen and women are there, and it is where all 
the cemetery and graves of past family members are. 
A large part of my identity resides there. 

Though I am not a first‑hand witness or personally 
affected by the drought, I would very much like for it 
to break, so that my friends and their family’s lives will 
not be ruined. My hope is that they will not hurt any 
more, and will not have to sell their animals or lose 
their properties.

Lavinia Soipang (Year 12) 
Home for me is located at the Northern end of Papua 
New Guinea (PNG), on a small tropical island that is 
approximately three degrees from the equator, Lihir 
Island. Three smaller islands surround Lihir, hence the 
name ‘Lihir Group of Islands’. I live on two of those 
islands, which consists of sandy white beaches, 
coconut trees as well as the constant and relaxing 
sound of waves crashing. On the island, we experience 
two seasons, rain and no rain. It is very humid with 
an approximate temperature of thirty‑two degrees 
Celsius. Sometimes, depending on the weather, I even 
travel on banana boats to and from the mainland to the 
smaller islands. 

I can speak a mixture of Tok Pisin, which is the primary 
language in PNG and Lihirian, my home language. My 
holidays at home consist of playing volleyball with my 
family using bamboo sticks as the posts, laundry rope 
as the volleyball net and the white sand as the lines of 
the court, or singing and dancing with all my relatives.

My best memory of home would be New Year’s Eve. 
This is when we all prepare our crackers and tools to 
bash when the clock strikes midnight; whether we use 
pans with wooden spoons or an empty ninety‑kilogram 
gas bottle. Everyone gets into it, and it becomes 
great fun. It is definitely the people who make home 
so special to me, in particular, my family who I am so 

grateful for. I want day girls and day parents to know 
that my home is a beautiful country with beautiful 
people. Even though I do not personally experience 
the drought first hand, from what I have heard about 
it from my fellow sisters in boarding is that it impacts 
their families significantly.
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Marni Zammataro (Year 10) 
I live in Alice Creek near Kumbia. My home is about 
forty kilometres southwest of Kingaroy, at the foot of 
the Bunya Mountains. My best memories of home are 
‘mucking around’ with my brothers and my sister, 
riding horses together and helping my mother and 
father around the property, in particular with cattle 
work every holiday.

Home is special to me because it is where I have 
grown up, and where I feel I am the most relaxed 
and carefree version of myself. It is where my 
friends and family have shaped me to be the person 
I am today, so I guess you could say that friends 
and family are what makes home special.

What I would like day girls and parents to know 
is that although we are resilient, boarders do struggle with 
homesickness because most of us have such amazing families 
and homes, which are hard to leave at the end of every holiday. 
Even though we may be too proud to ask for it, sometimes we 
do just need some help with homework, or a little bit more food 
(a good steak) or simply a warm hug.

Our family has been affected by drought, although not to the 
extreme that many friends of ours further out west or up north 
have been affected. We have been very lucky. We are grateful 
for that. For us, the drought has caused poor pasture growth, 
resulting in recently having to wean and sell calves much earlier 

than we usually would and to 
destock. It has also forced us to sell many of our breeders, 
which have been producing calves consistently for us for years. 
The drought has long‑term effects. Despite supplementing 
our cattle, it has affected their fertility, which in turn affects our 
calving numbers, income and future herd growth. Without rain it 
is impossible to produce quality crops needed to feed through 
the dry winter, and this leads to increased costs to buy more 
supplements and restocking, which affects farm income. Like 
many families, we need to feed and water animals regularly, so 
it is impossible to take a break.

Thyra Tavil (Year 11) 
Lihir Island is a small island approximately three degrees 
south of the equator and 900 kilometres north‑east of the 
Papua New Guinea (PNG) capital city, Port Moresby. It is part 
of a group of islands and is the largest out of them all. 

My favourite memory from home would be catching a banana 
boat out to a small island with my family and friends for my 
thirteenth birthday. This is my favourite memory as I clearly 
remember everyone was so sunburnt afterwards! 

Even though my parents are from an entirely different place 
in PNG, the friends and family I have on the island make Lihir 
my home. Being born and raised there, I have gotten to know 
a lot of people around the island, so everyone there is just like 
family, which is very special. Lihir not a big city or town, and I 
believe it is so much better to live on a small island where you 
can walk anywhere with your friends and have fun without you 
or your parents worrying, as you are always close to home. 

Although I come from a place where water (or rain) is not a 
problem, I cannot begin to imagine what it would be like to 
not have rain for months or even years. The girls here in the 
Boarding House are family, and many of these girls’ families 
back at home are going through this problem or drought. I 
guess it feels as though we are all in this together and as a 
family, our job is to help each other out.

Phoebe Wyllie (Year 10) 
Warwick is a small town on the Darling Downs in 
South East Queensland approximately 130 kilometres 
from Brisbane. I cannot put my finger on my absolute 
favourite memory, as every moment with my siblings are 
memories of my childhood that I will treasure forever. As 
they say, home is where the heart is, and Warwick will 
always hold a special place in my heart as it is where I 
was born, where I was raised – a place I will never forget. 

I do not think there are enough words to describe how 
much drought has affected the farming community. 
One cannot fully understand the devastating effects until 
you or someone close to you has to endure it.

Sophia Dyer (Year 12) 
I am from a cattle property called Bloomfield, around forty 
kilometres outside a small town called Alpha and 140 
kilometres west of Emerald. I do not have one favourite 
memory. However, most of them are from when we muster 
during the holidays. My home makes it special for the 
generations of my family, and there will always be a love 

for the family company, working with cattle, horses, fixing 
fencing and checking water. It makes it special as no two 
places are the same, no family runs their cattle the same, and 
no one works their horses the same, yet everyone will always 
have a passion for the land. 

I would like the day girls and parents to know that even though 
some places in Queensland have experienced flooding, some 
areas have not had rain or are running out of water. Some 
families have lost their homes and their livelihood. One day 
there was drought, subsequent flooding and the following 
week back to worse drought. Graziers have a hard head; they 
often do not want to ask for help, however sometimes they 
need to. They might not need money, but simple things like 
letters, food coupons and small items. 

The past six years we have been affected by drought. One 
of our properties had to be destocked, and our cattle were 
on the road for six months; however in that time we had lost 
fifteen per cent of our stock. Last December and January on 
our property we were giving cows molasses every two days 
and almost had to sell most of our cattle. This has taken a 
toll on all of my family. My sister who is a bank manager in 
Longreach has seen the worst, as she helps people from 
the west, who have been doing it tough. There will always 
be people doing it rougher than you. If it weren’t for the rain 
in March, we would have been the people doing it rough. I 
believe the effects of this drought will still be seen for many 
years to come.
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Guest Conductor,  
Dr Ingrid Martin
In May, our Music Department welcomed acclaimed Australian Conductor, Dr Ingrid Martin 
for the first ever Guest Conductor Program in the history of the School. As Artistic Director of 
the Victorian Youth Symphony Orchestra and Crosswinds Ensemble, Dr Ingrid Martin leads 
innovative performances that fuse music with other art forms in unexpected venues ‑ from an 
orchestra playing Ravel in a pub to chamber winds performing Kurt Weill amongst renegade 
paintings at the Heide Museum of Modern Art.

With an assortment of wind instruments 
spanning the entire floor of the Valmai 
Pidgeon Performing Arts Centre, 
students from Somerville House 
and Anglican Church Grammar 
School (Churchie) took part in a 
range of workshops during the 
extensive program.

Director of Co‑Curricular Music at 
Somerville House, Mr Will Eager, spoke 
of the many benefits a program like this 
can have for students. 

“The benefits of a program like this are 
numerous,” Mr Eager said. 

“It [the program] gave students 
the opportunity to expand on their 
understanding and implementation 
of core concepts such as ensemble 
breathing, listening and balance,” he said.

“It also offered students experience 
in a masterclass environment, where 
they could be fully immersed; giving 
them a greater sense of ownership of 
the activity, the performance and the 
group’s musical journey.”

“We even offered a Professional 
Development session with Dr Martin 
that we opened up to not only the staff 
from Somerville House, but to other 
surrounding schools,’ Mr Eager said. 

The Guest Conductor Program 
concluded with a special assembly 
performance by the Somerville 
House Symphonic Band, conducted 
by Dr Ingrid Martin. Addressing the 
Middle and Senior cohorts after 
conducting the performance, Dr Martin 
thanked students who took part in 
the workshops and applauded their 
enthusiasm and dedication to the arts. 

“One of the fabulous things that we have 
just witnessed in today’s assembly, 
was first of all the performance of our 
symphonic band,” Dr Martin said. 

“But secondly, we also witnessed what 
I call ‘wonderful sharing’,” she said.

“In the arts, whether it be music, drama, 
painting or visual arts, it is about being 
brave, sharing and having something 
to say.”

Dr Martin shared her personal story 
with students, speaking of her 
indecision on whether to pursue a 
degree in music over medicine and how 
the decision forced her to be brave and 
have her say. 

“I decided to do something for myself, 
something different to what everyone 
was telling me,” Dr Martin said. 

“I did what I believe was the right thing 
for me,” she said. 

“This is what people in the arts do 
all the time when we perform; we 
are asking people to be brave and 
to put themselves out there, just like 
the students did over the weekend 
workshop and performances.”

Dr Martin concluded her address with 
sage advice for students.

“If we are doing the thing that is right for 
us, then I believe we are doing the right 
thing,” she said. 

In May, sixteen Somerville 
House students across 
Years 5 and 6 took part in 
the 2019 da Vinci Decathlon 
held at Nudgee College. 

The decathlon, an academic competition 
designed to challenge and stimulate 
the minds of school students, requires 
students to compete in teams of 
eight across ten disciplines including 
engineering, mathematics and chess, 
code breaking, art and poetry, science, 
english, ideation, creative producers, 
cartography and general knowledge. 
The competition places a particular 
emphasis on higher order thinking skills, 
problem solving and creativity.

The Year 5 team outperformed many 
schools in the state, taking out second 
place in the overall competition, 
also receiving first place in Ideation 
discipline and third in English. Head 
of Junior School, Mrs Arna Bennett, 
shared how students worked together 
during regular practice sessions, as 
well as completed independent study 
to prepare for the competition.

“The team looked at past competition 
papers and selected a team leader for 
each section based on their personal 
strengths,” Mrs Bennett said. 

“The topic was landscapes and involved 
activities such as designing water 
delivery through different pipe sizes and 
understanding different pressure forces 
to move the water,” she said. 

“It was challenging, but our students 
thoroughly enjoyed the authenticity 
of the problems and having the 
opportunity to think outside the box.”

Competing in the decathlon since 
early the 2000s, Assistant Dean of 
Literacy, Learning and Development, 
Mrs Michelle Taylor, spoke of how 
this competition serves as a way for 
Somerville House to further engage 
their gifted and talented students, 
offering them opportunities to 
expand their growth in challenging 
Co‑Curricular activities.

“Understanding each other’s strengths, 
supporting one another when a task 
is difficult, collaborating and sharing 
ideas are all important elements of the 
competition,” Mrs Taylor said. 

“It is a great way for the School to 
engage students who are gifted and 
talented by making sure that we extend 
them, so they are discovering where 
their potential lies and the limits of what 
they currently know and where they 
possibly go to,” she said.

Commenting on her experience at the 
decathlon, team member, Camille Daly, 
said although the competition was 
challenging, she is motivated to take 
part in the competition again next year.

“I really like the Da Vinci Decathlon 
because it has fun and challenging 
tasks,” Camille said. 

“I also like that you can work with your 
teammates,” she said. 

“If I can, I will definitely do it next year.” 

Da Vinci Decathlon  
Success for Somerville House
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at Regionals, had the opportunity to be 
interviewed live on air at ABC Studios 
with presenter, Cat Feeney. Along 
with BBC, Sofia and Jamieson set up 
their competition robots in the studio, 
giving the ABC a demonstration of 
their capabilities. 

Jamieson was then selected to be 
interviewed live on air, along with 
a fellow BBC Robotics student, 
discussing regionals, her robots and 
where she believes her passion for 
Robotics will take her once graduating 
Somerville House. 

“At the beginning of the year I attended 
the National Computer Science 
Summer School at the University of 
Sydney where I was introduced to 
Robotics,” Jamieson said. 

“One of the challenges was to create 
a line following robot, and from there I 
wanted to learn how to pursue it further, 
and that is what inspired me to enter 
the Rescue competition at regionals,” 
she said. 

“Robotics has helped me to decide that 
a Bachelor of Engineering specialising 
in Mechatronics is something that I 
would like to study at university.” 

Reflecting on a successful Regional 
Championship experience, Dr Tuazon 

said he was impressed and proud of the 
way the Somerville House students stood 
out as creative and knowledgeable, 
which he believes is a testament to the 
student enthusiasm and passionate 
educators of the Robotics program. 

“We believe that Robotics 
enables students to consolidate 
the elements of 21st century 
skills such as algorithmic 
thinking, creativity, computer 
programming, problem solving 
skills and teamwork in a fun 
and supportive environment,” 
Dr Tuazon said. 

“The great thing about our program is 
that we are not selective in who can 
join, we encourage every student to try, 
and I am very proud of each and every 
one of our students,” he said. 

“Each student gets something different 
from being part of a Robotics team, 
whether it be learning skills in project 
management, problem solving, creativity 
and collaboration.” 

“According to RoboCup Junior 
Australia, the Somerville House 
Robotics program was the largest by 
number of any girls’ school in Australia 
in 2018 and this year was no exception,” 
Dr Tuazon said. 

“We are very excited for what the 2020 
Robotics season will bring,” he said.

RoboCup  
Junior Regional Championships 

In the first major Interschool Robotics competition of the 2019 RoboCup year, over 
380 Junior Robotics students across twenty‑five Brisbane schools converged on 

Somerville House for the RoboCup Junior Regional Championships.

Held in the Honour Room and 
surrounding Junior School 
classrooms, Somerville House 
Robotics Co‑ordinator, Dr Daniel 
Tuazon said the Robotics Club were 
delighted to be hosting many students 
from schools around the Brisbane 
region, including students from brother 
school Brisbane Boys’ College (BBC). 

“It was an amazing spectacle with all of 
the competitors at Somerville House,” 
Dr Tuazon said.

“Students had their robots play 
Soccer, complete Rescues where 
robots are made to perform simulated 
rescues similar to those performed in 
real life by emergency services, and 
OnStage, where science, technology, 
dance and the arts all come together,” 
he said.

“We were also very blessed to have our 
team of volunteers – parents, teachers, 
staff and students – whom all did a 
wonderful job both beforehand and on 

the day to ensure the entire competition 

ran smoothly,” Dr Tuazon said. 

“Our students competed very well, 

with many achieving medal places in 

their categories and qualifying for the 

State Championships.” 

Following the competition, two Robotics 

Club students, Sophia Lim in Year 9 

and Jamieson Ritchie in Year 11, both 

qualifying for the State Championships, 

with Sofia’s OnStage team taking place 



An Old Girl, Anita said she really 
appreciated how Somerville House 
encouraged her to explore her 
Christian faith. 

“Through Somercircle and ISCF events, 
I experienced fellowship and had lots of 
fun, but most importantly, I got to know 
God and this has changed the way I do 
life. My faith reminds me that I’m part 
of a bigger story and encourages me to 
think of others first,” Anita said. 

“Somerville House was great at 
supporting pursuit for excellence 
and developing a strong sense of 
community. Now as a teacher I see the 
importance of supporting my students 
to excel and the importance of my 
relationships with both my students and 
their networks too.”

“There were many great teachers at 
Somerville House. I particularly loved 
the passion each one had for their 
subject areas,” said Anita. 

It was one of Anita’s English teachers, 
Ms Marie Camenzuli, who supported 
her to grow in confidence and was one 
of the first to suggest that she pursue a 
career in teaching.

When she heard about the PMSA 
Teacher Education scholarship, she 
thought as a Christian and an aspiring 
teacher, she was a perfect fit. 

Apart from the financial help, which she 
spent on a laptop and textbooks, Anita 
said the scholarship encouraged her 
during difficult times, particularly when 
the workload was heavy. 

“It was encouraging knowing that other 
people believed in me.”

Anita is now in her first year teaching 
at Albany Creek State High School 
teaching Year 7 students English, 
Humanities and Japanese. Each day, 
she really tries to make a positive 
impact on her students. 

“I try to make the classroom a fun 
and safe space. I want my students to 
grow confidently in their abilities. I’ve 
also thought about pursuing further 
studies as I’m interested in developing 
students’ literacy skills.” 

Anita really enjoyed her time at 
university and particularly her pracs. 

“My favourite memory from prac 
was when I was teaching Music and 
twenty Japanese exchange students 
joined my class. My Australian students 
were amazed when I started giving 
classroom instructions in Japanese, but 
soon started looking very confused. I‘d 
forgotten to translate back into English 
what I’d said in Japanese!”

Anita said in this instance, she found 
integrating her very different teaching 
areas of English, Japanese and 
Music as well as managing a class of 
forty students very satisfying.

Ms Caroline Thurlow Group Executive – 
Corporate Affairs, PMSA.

There were many great teachers 
at Somerville House. I particularly 
loved the passion each one had for 

their subject areas.

Changing the way  
she does life

For new teacher and PMSA Teacher Education 
Scholarship winner Anita Pointon (2014), knowing 
that others believed in her and that God was there 
for her has helped her find a career path that she’s 
passionate about. 
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An aptitude for English and a chance phone call from an 
Australian Vice Admiral was all it took for Somerville House 
Old Girl, boarder and former General Practitioner, Betty 
Lee (nee Reye, 1966) to write her first book, Right Man, 
Right Place, Worst Time – Commander Eric Feldt His Life 
and His Coastwatchers.

Based on her Great Uncle Commander 
Eric Feldt, Betty said the book is both 
a biography and a tribute to the Papua 
New Guinean Coastwatchers who 
risked their lives for Australian and allied 
soldiers during the Second World War.

“When I was at Somerville House, I 
did not know much about my Great 
Uncle Commander Eric Feldt. All I 
knew was that he had been head of the 
Coastwatchers in the Pacific during the 
Second World War, which at the time 
meant very little to me,” Betty said. 

“Eric, himself, wrote a book entitled 
The Coast Watchers published in 
1946, which was in tribute to his team 
of heroes. When I was around twenty 
years old, I read the book, and I thought 
it was excellent,” she said.

“It was only when Vice Admiral, Peter 
Jones contacted me about six years 
ago, looking for information on Eric for 
a book he was writing, did I begin to 
discover how truly remarkable Eric was.”

Learning that her great uncle had 
recorded an oral history in 1966 about 
his life prior to being selected as 
head of the Coastwatchers, led Betty 
to believe this may have been the 
beginning of a biography that had never 
eventuated.

“Eric passed away in 1968, and a 
couple of years ago it occurred to 
me that I might try to write his story,” 
Betty said.

“That my Somerville House English 
teacher, Mrs Gillian Bridgwood thought 
I had an aptitude for English gave me 
the confidence to give it a go,” she said.

It was not until Betty’s publisher 
presented her with a proposed cover 
for the book, which she thought to be 
unsuitable, that she enlisted the help 
of a friend and fellow Old Girl, boarder 
and watercolourist, Barbara Fea (nee 
Brown, 1966).

“Knowing my friend Barb’s watercolour 
painting ability, I immediately called her 
and asked if she could help,” Betty said.

“At short notice, she produced the 
beautiful painting that now adorns the 
cover,” she said.

“She really understood the symbolism 
and intricacies of what I was after.”

Barbara, only beginning her artistic 
journey later in life, said that although 
she had never painted for a feature 
such as this, it was a great challenge to 
ensure the cover echoed both the name 
and essence of the book.

“I felt honoured to be asked, and after 
talking to Betty I felt I had an idea of 
what she envisaged for the cover of her 
book,” Barbara said.

“Betty had a clear idea of what she 
wanted on the cover, even sourcing 
inspiration from an old Papua New 
Guinean twenty‑cent stamp,” she said.

“I particularly enjoy painting 
landscapes and seascapes of historical 
significance. However, I did find it 
challenging painting a landscape in 
portrait format to suit the book cover.”

Although several books and stories are 
available on the Coastwatchers and the 
contributions they made to their allies 
throughout the Second World War, Betty 
says that through her research, it became 
apparent that many within the Australian 
public do not know of their stories.

“When the war came to the Pacific the 
Coastwatchers contributed in many 
ways, with their most vital activity 
sighting and reporting, by tele‑radio, 
enemy planes and ships – they were 
human versions of a radar,” Betty said.

“The many messages they sent from 
their isolated hideouts gave the allies a 
winning advantage over the Japanese,” 
she said.

“To me, it is a shame that their stories 
are not widely known within Australia, 
as they are an important part of 
Australian history.”

“I hope that this book raises awareness 
and improves the knowledge of their 
contribution, so that more people will 
come to know of Commander Eric Feldt 
and the Coastwatchers’ achievements 
and bravery,” Betty said.

You can find Right Man, Right Place, 
Worst Time by Betty Lee and cover 
illustrations by Barbara Fea at all good 
book stores, the Somerville House 
library and online.

Right Man, Right Place, 
Worst Time

S O M ER V I L L E H O U S E CO N N E C T I O N S V O L .  1 7   N O .  2   |   2 0 1 93 4 3 5



ENHANCING THE EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES FOR GENERATIONS OF 
SOMERVILLE HOUSE STUDENTS

The last financial year has seen the Foundation establish multiple funds enabling donors to 
select the areas where they wish to contribute most to Somerville House. These include four 
tax deductible funds including Building, Scholarships and Bursaries, as well as Sports and 
Culture with the Endowment fund (not tax deductible) providing for the School’s future.

The School requested the Foundation’s 
support for one campaign this year 
being the restoration of the stained 
glass windows in Cumbooquepa, with 
this campaign now fully funded. As of 
mid‑September, the Foundation has 
raised in excess of $160,000 in 2019 
with donors donating to the Building, 
Scholarships and Bursaries, Sport and 
Cultural Funds. The funds were raised 
via a combination of the Stained Glass 

Window campaign, Junior School Frog 
Money Box fund awareness campaign, 
the Annual Appeal and the Foundation 
Fundraising Lunch. A specific donation 
was also made using the tax deductible 
Sports Fund to facilitate the purchase 
of a glute/hamstring development 
machine for Rowing.

As Principal, Mrs Kim Kiepe works 
through the Somerville House strategic 

plan; the Foundation looks forward to 
receiving an approved project for which 
we can campaign. On behalf of the 
Board of Directors, I thank you sincerely 
for your support for the Foundation and 
our great school.

Dominique Layt (1987) 
Current parent of Ashleigh (2A)

Message from the  
Board Chair
Ms Dominique Layt, Somerville House Foundation

Sisters, Elizabeth (nee Libby, 1989) and Caroline Cannon (1990), were boarders and students at 
Somerville House from 1986 to 1990. We invited them to reveal something of their life journey 
and why they were inspired to contribute towards the Cumbooquepa Stained Glass Window 
Restoration Campaign. 

My sister Caroline and I were born in 
North Queensland. Our childhood years 
were divided between our family’s 
inland, savannah cattle property and 
our tropical, coastal sugar cane farm. 
On reflection, it was in these two 
special locations that our education 
began. As ‘farm kids’ we learnt early 
on some of life’s big lessons. We 
witnessed life and death close‑up, 
which taught us a sense of proportion; 
Mother Nature taught us there is 

no place for hubris in life but all the 
room in the world for respect, and our 
parents taught us about work ethic, 
to understand the difference between 
working hard and working smart, and 
encouraged our love of the written 
word, art, history and nature.

Despite these embryonic childhood 
insights into life, by 1986, they were 
not enough to convince our parents 
that we did not need to go to boarding 

school for our secondary education. 
Consequently, at the ages of twelve 
and thirteen, Caroline and I made the 
flight to Brisbane, for our first day at 
Somerville House.

Entering the vestibule of 
Cumbooquepa, we were met by 
four, glowing, stained‑glass panels. 
Shakespeare’s heroines, Viola, Beatrice, 
Portia and Rosalind, illuminated by 
the daylight, welcomed us to our new 

Sister Act

Outback Gondwana Foundation’s paleantology dig camp and distant 
excavation site marquee, Eromanga South‑west Queensland
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verandah lodgings. Likewise, the brown 
oak‑leaf Green Man, oversaw our first 
meal in the boarder’s dining room, as 
we took in our new surroundings and 
observed many other richly coloured 
stained‑glass motifs. 

Four years later, it was the Jester, 
grinning above the Cumbooquepa 
front doors, who farewelled us on 
our final day of boarding, ending a 
period in which our parent’s sacrifice 
had enabled us both to take part in a 
wide range of the School’s academic, 
sporting, cultural and leadership 
experiences. I was privileged to be 
elected Boarder’s Captain and Prefect 
in 1989 and Caroline was likewise 
elected Prefect and Convenor of the 
School Magazine in 1990.

Life after Somerville House saw both of 
us graduate in Business and Commerce 
and our family relocate from the Far 
North to South East Queensland. 
Caroline and I joined our parents at this 
time, to manage our family’s investment 
business and establish a new cattle 
property. This era saw the beef industry 

at the beginning of the ‘Paddock to 
Plate’ movement and keen to see 
growers use best practice to ensure 
the quality, safety and integrity of 
Australia’s meat product. Consequently, 
we developed our new property 
with this market in mind, becoming 
Queensland’s first ISO 9002 certified, 
quality assured beef property, under 
the Cattlecare accreditation program.

A decade on, the decision was made 
to leave agriculture and focus on our 
investment business. It was at this time 
that I was encouraged by Dr Pamela 
Davenport, former Somerville House 
history teacher and Old Girl, to also 
return to university to study my lifelong 
passions of history and archaeology. 
Graduating with a double major in 
Archaeology/Palaeoanthropology and 
Ancient History, I was searching for 
fieldwork experience when I stumbled 
across an advertisement looking for 
suitable applicants for a palaeontology 
excavation. Wrong discipline, much 
to my archaeology professors’ horror, 
but I figured it was field experience 
nonetheless and applied. 

Nearly twenty years later, I have been 
honoured to work throughout this 
period with three of Australia’s most 
significant palaeontology projects: 
Outback Gondwana Foundation, which 
excavates in the south‑west corner 
of Queensland, Australian Age of 
Dinosaurs at Winton and Queensland 
Museum. Ever mindful, however, that 
dinosaurs and megafauna do not 
outcompete archaeology, Caroline 
and I have also travelled widely 
together, exploring many of the world’s 
archaeological sites, sometimes in the 
company of our mentor Dr Davenport, 
which has brought to life all the years of 
textbook learning.

Our love of heritage and desire to see 
it conserved were not the only reasons 
that galvanised us to contribute to the 
Cumbooquepa Stained Glass Window 
Restoration Campaign. It was also 
a letter from Dominique Layt, Board 
Chair of Somerville House Foundation 
that highlighted some of the history 
behind the stained‑glass and the 
involvement of stained‑glass experts 
Gerry Cummins and Jill Stehn.

Why were these facts important? 
Learning of Gerry and Jill’s involvement 
was motivational because we were 
already familiar with the quality 
of their craftsmanship, having 
commissioned them to create two sets 
of stained‑glass doors, symbolic of 
our northern and southern Queensland 
agricultural properties. Caroline and I 
recognised that the Cumbooquepa 
restoration would be in good 
hands. To then read some 
of the history behind the 
stained‑glass was equally 
significant, as it was the 
first time we came to 
know of it! 

As boarders, we knew 
nothing about these 
works of art, apart 
from the names of the 
Shakespearean heroines, 
visible beneath each 
figure. In hindsight, it 
seems almost irreverent that 
we spent years surrounded 
by these windows, dining 
under them, walking past them, 

trundling our suitcases by them in 
the vestibule, as we hurried to catch 
taxis to the airport at the end of every 
school term, without ever knowing the 
meaning behind the imagery or who 
commissioned them and why. 

To us, they simply became one of the 
more comforting, familiar sights of our 
home away from home, upon returning 
after each term holiday.

Therefore, we cannot help but feel 
it is somehow deserving that these 
quiet sentinels, who have watched 
over generations of young women, 

boarding mistresses and teachers at 
Somerville House, are now having 

their stories told and their full 
glory revealed, through the 

Cumbooquepa Stained 
Glass Window Restoration 
Campaign. We encourage 
you all to explore the 
history behind these 
unique pieces of art.

Elizabeth and  
Caroline Cannon.

Noel Cannon (Father) and 
Libby with Quality Assured 

accredited cattle

Libby plaster jacketing dinosaur bone at Australian Age of Dinosaurs’ 
Winton excavation site, with Matthew Ng (background) and Dr Scott 

Hocknull, Senior Curator, Geosciences, Queensland Museum

Forest Kingfisher detail, 
Cannon Family stained glass 

commission by Gerry Cummins
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The Overseas Study Scholarship to support post‑school overseas study is an annual initiative 
of the Foundation. Year 12 students are invited to apply for the scholarship to be given the 
opportunity to study or contribute to a community project overseas, on their graduation from 
Somerville House.

This year the Foundation was delighted 
to award the 2020 Overseas Study 
Scholarship of $10 000 to Wilhelmina 
(Billie) Finnemore. Billie applied for 
the Australian Institute of International 
Understanding (AIIU) overseas 
exchange program for ten months. She 
chose this exchange program after 
speaking with a previous recipient 
of the Foundation Scholarship. The 
AIIU exchange is a full immersion 
program attending high school daily 

and living with a host family. The group 
travels to and from Japan together 
on approximately the 19 March 2020, 
returning on the 9 January in the 
following year.

Billie plans to take the International 
Japanese Language proficiency test 
as this creates a goal to work towards 
while studying and will give her an 
indication of her improvement and 
level of Japanese study. Receiving this 

International certificate will assist with 
not only University and job applications 
on her resume but also her future 
career in business and accounting on 
an international level. On her return to 
Brisbane Billie will be eager to share her 
experiences with the School, hoping 
to inspire younger students to apply 
for the scholarship and giving them 
some insight into what an amazing 
opportunity they have. 

The Overseas  
Study Scholarship

*Donor listing correct and current as at 25 October 2019.

2019  
Annual Giving  
Honour Roll

Sincerest thanks to all those in the community who have 
donated this year to support the work of the Foundation and 

the on‑going development of the School and our students. We 
acknowledge and thank the following donors and those donors who 

wish to remain anonymous:

Donors to the Cumbooquepa 
Stained Glass Window 
Restoration

• $5000 ‑ $9999
Mrs Helen Barnard

Elizabeth and Caroline Cannon

Mr John and Mrs Jeanette Lewis

Dr Neroli O’Connell

Dr Coralie Porter

Dean, Christine and  
Margot Prangley

On behalf of the women in my 
family: Joan Axon, her daughters 
Susan, Elizabeth and Katherine 
Urquhart and granddaughters 
Jacqui and Claire Noble who are 
all old girls

Ms Liz Washington

• $1000 ‑ $4999
Ms Rebecca Jane Bauer

Mrs Isabel Bauer

Ms Elizabeth Fox

Miss Naida Haxton AM

Mr Michael and Mrs 
Margaret Hooper

Miss Amanda Kay Johnson

Mrs Ruth Kidd

Dr Jennifer Lingard

Mrs Miriam Musgrave

Mrs Trudy Naylor

Ms Bethwyn Todd

• $0 ‑ $999
Class of 1959, 60 Year Reunion

Mrs Helen Alexander

Mr and Mrs Ian and  
Gillian Alfredson

Mrs Janice F Anderson

Mrs Suzanne Angell

Mrs Cynthia Atkinson

Mrs Ann Beatty

Mrs Barbara Bedwell

Mr Christopher and  
Mrs Helen Beech

Miss Lauren Beech

Mrs Catherine Braddock

Dr Kaye Brand

Mrs Mary Brimblecombe

Mrs Janet Bruce

Dr Desley Buchan

Mr Don and Mrs Lila Cameron

Mrs Carides

Mrs Anne Chater

Dr Pamela Chick

Ms Anna Coles

Mrs Judith Connolly

Mrs Margaret Cory

Miss Catherine Cougan

Mr Fabien Coutel and  
Ms Sarah Fryer

Miss Helen Daniels

Miss Pamela Davenport

Mrs Helen DeLacy

Mrs Margaret Dorrstein

Mr Trevor and  
Mrs Diana Downes

Mrs Pamela Downing

Mrs Diana Dredge

Mrs Mary Dunn

Mrs Helen Ellemor

Mrs Jennifer Farmer AM

Ms Pat Fleming

Mrs Foster

Mrs Jenny Frith

Mrs Anna Fuller

Mrs Nola Gearing

Mrs Leila Gillman

Mr Alan and  
Mrs Wendy Grummitt

Mrs Sally Hall

Mrs Ann Hecksher

Miss Pamela Hill

Dr Rhyl Hinwood AM

Mrs Kaye Hockey

Mrs Margaret Houghton

Mrs Annette Jell

Mrs Elizabeth Jolly

Mrs Cathryn Jordan

Dr Elaine Katte‑Primrose

Mrs Pamela Knox

Mrs Suwannee Kotala

Mrs Kay Larkin

Mrs Lavis OAM

Ms Dominique Layt

Dr Betty Lee

Mrs Joanne Martel

Mrs Gail McCallum

Mrs Jennifer McConnell

Mrs Maxine McElnea

Miss Catriona McKay

Dr Judith McKay

Dr Penelope McSweeney

Mrs Barbara Merefield

Miss Millett

Dr Jennifer Mills

Mrs Jeanette Morling

Mrs Susan Muller

Mrs Marina Muller

Mrs Ian and Mrs Patricia Munro
Mrs Judith Noble
Dr Marjorie Patel
Mrs Carolyn Pearce
Mr Phil Petch
Miss Valmai Pidgeon AM
Mrs Shail Powers
Betty Davidson and Robin Rae
Mrs Janet Raymond
Mrs Judith Reid
Mrs Susan Revie
Dr Eleanor Rowley
Mrs Barbara Schmidt
Mrs Copland Schmidt
Mrs Hilary Scott
Dr Catherine H Smith
Mrs June Smith
Dr Eftyhia Stavrou
Mrs Melpa Stavrou
Mrs Rosemary Stephenson
Miss Ailsa Stephenson
Dr Miriam Stocks
Ms Helen Stone
Mrs Louise Strasser
Mrs Jeanette Stringer
Dr Margaret Sullivan
Dr Frances Thomas
Mrs Elizabeth Thorne
Ms Helen Trochoulias
Mrs Jill Tuffley
Ms Sophie Vander
Mrs Jennifer Walker
Mrs Dianne Weidner AM
Mrs Joan Wescoe
Mrs Rayleigh Winten
Mrs Melinda Wong
Dr Roslyn Young
Mrs Elizabeth Young

Donors to the Building Fund

• $10,000+
Anonymous

• $1000 ‑ $4999
Mrs Elizabeth Barnes
Mrs Kanchana Bishop
Dr Steven and Mrs Anne Ting

• $0 ‑ $999
Mr Michael and  
Mrs Claire Burcham
Mr Don and Mrs Lila Cameron
Mr Trevor and  
Mrs Diana Downes
Mrs Esdene Kruger

Mrs Lorraine Logan

Miss Fiona Penfold

Mr Mark and Mrs Pinfang Seeto

Mr Peter Thompson

Mr Xubing Wang and 
Ms Ningjing Fu

Mr Herbert and Mrs Lin Zhou

Donors to the Scholarships 
and Bursaries Fund

• $10,000+
Mr Ian and  
Mrs Patricia Brusasco OAM

Mr Peter Thompson

• $5000 ‑ $9999
Mr Peter and 
Mrs Elizabeth Gilchrist AM

Mr Cameron Gregory

$1000 ‑ $4999
Ms Liz Washington

Ms Danielle Werda

• $0 ‑ $999
Dr John and Mrs Gwenda Apel

Mr Blok and Ms Brunello

Mr Rod and Mrs Felicity Brown

Mr Capes and Ms Martinson

Dr Sally Crane

Mr Peter and Mrs Mary Foster

Dr Trevor and  
Mrs Andrea Gervais

Dr Sandy Lee

Mr Andrew and  
Mrs Kerrie Mattiske

Mr Derek and Mrs Fiona Meggitt

Mr Saxon Mew

Mr Nathan and  
Mrs Rebecca Mitchell

Mr Raoul and Mrs Sally Pohio

Mrs Heather Rush

Mrs Marie E Smith

Mr Gert and  
Mrs Brenda Tollesson

Dr John and Mrs Gayle Yaxley

Mr Michael and  
Mrs Helen Young

Anonymous (2)

Donors to the Cultural Fund

• $1000 ‑ $4999
Mr Mizhong Su and 
Ms Yishuang Huang

• $0 ‑ $999
Mrs Elizabeth Sneesby

Miss Jan Whittaker

Wilhelmina Finnemore receiving the  
2020 Overseas Study Scholarship
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To celebrate the Foundation’s 35th Birthday and thirty‑five years of supporting our girls in 
green, the Foundation Fundraising Lunch was held at the Emporium Hotel to raise funds to 
support the Scholarship and Bursaries Fund. 

The event was a wonderful celebration 
of our ‘One Somerville’ community 
as past and current parents joined 
with Old Girls and future parents to 
acknowledge the dedicated volunteers 
who have worked so hard over the last 
thirty‑five years and contributed so 
much to the School. It was a pleasure 
to welcome The Honourable Di Farmer, 
(Class of 1977), Queensland’s Minister 
for Child Safety, Youth, and Women 
and Minister for Prevention of Domestic 

and Family Violence, who spoke 
warmly of the education she earned 
and the life‑long friendships made at 
Somerville House.

We were also thrilled to welcome 
Barry Scott, the first President of the 
Foundation, along with distinguished 
past Directors, Ross Johnston, 
Dr Russell Bird, Elizabeth Gilchrist AM, 
Peter Thompson, Rosalie Lewis, Wendy 
Cox, Morgan Parker and Kanchana 
Bishop. It was an honour to have 

Valmai Pidgeon, the School’s most 
generous benefactor attend the lunch 
and, via videos shown at the lunch, 
Isabel Bauer and Bev Folliott, both 
dedicated and passionate supporters of 
the Foundation.

Thanks to everyone who attended 
and to all the generous businesses 
that donated auction and raffle prizes 
the event raised over $38,000 for the 
Scholarships and Bursaries Fund. 
Thank you!

Foundation 
Fundraising Lunch
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CONNECTING THE SOMERVILLE HOUSE OLD GIRLS’ COMMUNITY

SOMERVILLE HOUSE OLD 
GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION  
2019 COMMITTEE

PRESIDENT 

Ms Liz Washington (1998)

VICE PRESIDENT 

Ms Rebecca Bauer (1988) 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Ms Trudy Naylor (1991) 

SECRETARY 

Miss Gaye Pitman (1971) 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

Mrs Kara Rodwell (nee Ferguson, 1991) 

TREASURER 

Dr Pretoria Bilinski (nee Irwin, 1987) 

ASSISTANT TREASURER 

Ms Sue Folliott (1980) 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT & 
COMMITTEE MEMBER 

Ms Alison Kolb (nee Scobbie, 2004) 

Old Girls’ Association 
President Message
Liz Washington (1998),  
Old Girls’ Association (OGA) President

In the late 1800s, our school’s founder, Miss Eliza Fewings, 
was at the forefront of the international fight for equal access 
to education for girls. According to Legacy of Honour (1999), her 
“strength of character and an indomitable will…cultured English manners, 
her views on girls’ education, and her resolute will were the legacies she left her school, which 
was to become Somerville House. These attributes are still part of the philosophy and ethos of 
the School.” In 1910, Miss Constance Harker and Miss Marjorie Jarrett purchased the School 
from Eliza and continued this progressive approach across the proceeding three decades.

Like most students, I did not give much 
consideration to our founding women 
during my years at school. To a teenage 
girl, they were names on buildings and 
faces in grainy black and white photos. 
It was some time before I appreciated 
them as individual women; people 
who battled the status quo, did not 
behave as women were meant to back 
in the 1800s – and trailblazers who 
changed the way we educate girls. They 
achieved all this in the face of sexism, 
wars and financial hardship. 

Irrespective of whether we loved our 
years at school or simply saw them 
as a means to an end, the influences 
and experiences of our formative 
years carry a certain magnitude; as 
Somerville House women, we are all 
connected to these fearless women’s 
bold, brave legacies. It is little wonder 
that we have so many change‑leaders 
amongst our alumnae. In the School’s 
120th year, their stories epitomise 
the rights and freedoms our founding 
women fought for. 

The OGA commenced 2019 with a 
new business plan and constitution, 
delivering a fresh vision and new online 
presence. Led by Vice‑Secretary, 
Kara Rodwell, our digital working 
group developed the OGA’s first 

integrated website, membership portal 
and business directory. Our new 
branding followed soon after, with a 
contemporary edge that speaks of the 
Association’s focus; championing past, 
current and future OGA members to 
fulfil their potential and lead change.

This year we welcomed Mrs Libby Duffin 
into the newly‑created Community 
Liaison role in Somerville House’s 
Communication and Admissions Office. 
Libby is a conduit between the Old Girls 
and the School, supporting our activities 
and events. The OGA also strengthened 
our support services, introducing two 
new roles, regional and rural liaison 
(Tracey Martin) and reunion support 
(Miriam Musgrave). As an Old Girl and 
lawyer living in a regional community, 
Tracey launched the Somerville House 
Rural and Regional Network this year; 
a network for past and current regional 
families in our school community. Its 
aim is to connect Old Girls, create 
new friendships and foster a sense of 
belonging and support in regional areas. 
Please share the Somerville House Rural 
and Regional Network on Facebook with 
any Old Girls who might be interested in 
this group. 

To mark the School’s 120th birthday, 
the OGA reflected upon the incredible 

achievements of Somerville House 
women over the past century. 
We collated a list of living Old Girls, 
whose diverse journeys since 
completing school are a source of 
inspiration and awe. These women have 
excelled in their chosen fields, made 
significant cultural and philanthropic 
contributions and enriched their 
communities. The OGA invited the 
School to select some of their brightest 
writers and aspiring journalists to 
participate in this project. Under the 
mentorship of Walkley award‑winning 
journalist and inspirational Old Girl 
herself, Nance Haxton, the students 
conducted interviews with their 
subjects, uncovering previously untold 
stories of challenges and triumphs.

The ‘Inspirational Old Girls’ project 
connected past and present Somerville 
House women – paying tribute to the 
past, honouring the present and enriching 
the lives of future members through 
priceless opportunities. Conveyed 
through the eyes of young women, the 
resulting stories of are now featured on 
the OGA website’s news page. 

It must be mentioned that while career 
accolades are typically applauded 
the loudest in our community, it is our 
members’ everyday achievements – 
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the daily, unrecognised grind of which 
women still do the lion’s share – that 
carries a special significance in our 
hearts when we talk about being 
‘inspired’ by each other. 

To recognise the women who have been 
members of the Association for over half 
a century, we developed a gold‑rimmed 
50th‑anniversary OGA badge. And in 
appreciation of the staff members who 
have held a position at the School for 
twenty years or more, the OGA launched 
the Teachers of Honour list, paying 
tribute to the exceptional educators who 
played important roles in our past.

This year also marked the final year 
of the QCS test, and to support the 
Year 12 girls through their exams, 
the OGA hosted a pizza lunch and 
teamwork panel featuring Dominique 
Layt (1987), Miriam Musgrave (1990), 
Sophie Stone (2001), Alison Kolb (2004) 
and Eloise L’Estrange (2014). The Old 
Girls shared the ways in which ‘Somey 
spirit’ has framed their approach to 
teamwork, and influenced their lives 
since school, with OGA Past President 

Alison Kolb (Scobbie) summarising: 
“when you’re at school you 
underestimate the power of your cohort; 
the greatest team you will ever belong 
to consists of the girls in this room.”

To conclude the year, a series of 
celebrations were held across the 
School’s 120th birthday weekend, 
commencing with Commemoration Day 
on Friday, where we had the pleasure of 
hearing from Old Girl and award‑winning 
finance expert, Peta Tilse (1990). 

Later that evening, we hosted the New 
Old Girls night, bringing the class of 
2018 together to celebrate one year 
since finishing school. We were excited 
to hear of the adventures our newest 
Old Girls already have underway. 

The following day, the OGA held a 
party for the entire Somerville House 
community, to celebrate the School’s 
120th birthday. Over 150 members of 
our school family gathered to toast this 
milestone with a beautiful lunch by chef, 
Alistair McLeod. We were honoured 
to be joined by many past teachers 

and parents, current families and 
future parents. 

The birthday lunch was about 
commemorating the past, but 
also looking to the future ‑ and the 
opportunities and challenges it holds 
for girls and women. Old Girl panellists 
Erin O’Brien (1998), Leanne Kemp 
(1990) and Neva Haites OBE (1994) 
spoke on the topic of girls’ education, 
new pathways for women in the 
workforce and innovation. As thought 
leaders in education and enterprise, 
they explained how their time at school 
shaped their incredible careers.

Old Girls from across the world 
contributed video messages, which 
were played during the lunch, while 
long‑time OGA Secretary and 
Somerville House teacher of forty‑one 
years, Gaye Pitman (1971) cut the 
birthday cake. For many, celebrations 
kicked on into the evening at reunion 
dinners across Brisbane. 

Each year the Old Girls’ Association 
presents a gift to mark the School’s 
birthday. This year, we gifted a 
‘reflection’ bench, which will be 
positioned near the Chapel. It is our 
hope that the seat will offer a quiet 
space for students to take a peaceful 
moment, to reflect upon the importance 
of self‑love, self‑confidence and 
kindness. The bench is inscribed with 
a message from the OGA, borrowed 
from AA Milne: “you are braver than you 
believe, stronger than you seem and 
smarter than you think”.

The OGA has more exciting changes 
planned for 2020, with our networking 
event undergoing a rebrand and 
reformatting – as well as our mentoring 
program launch and the implementation 
of the School’s new strategic plan. 

If it has been a long time since 
you connected with your alumnae, 
we would love you to take a 
few minutes to peruse the new 

Somerville House OGA portal at 
www. somervillehouseoga. com.au and 
discover what being a Somerville House 
woman can offer you now. Please 
send your suggestions or feedback to 
connect@ somervillehouseoga. com. au, 
as it helps us plan services and 
activities that are relevant to you.

This year marked a new era for the 
OGA, one that is focused on celebrating 
our diverse pathways in life and 
supporting all women who have shared 
a Somerville House education – as well 
as assisting the young women coming 
through, after us. 

Many thanks to the 2019 OGA Committee, 
and in particular our Executive, for their 
contributions: Rebecca Bauer (Vice 
President), Trudy Naylor (Vice President), 
Gaye Pitman (Secretary), Kara Rodwell 
(Vice Secretary), Pretoria Bilinski 
(Treasurer), Sue Folliott (Vice 
Treasurer) and Alison Kolb (Immediate 
Past President).

To contact the OGA, email 
oga@somerville.qld.edu.au
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Celebrating the  
School’s Birthday – 
Commemoration Day 
By Janice F. Anderson (nee Boyling, 1965) 

The School, originally known as The Brisbane High School for Girls, was founded by 
Miss Eliza Fewings and opened on 5th October 1899. From 1900 onwards, on the anniversary 
of the founding of the School, Miss Fewings held a Birthday Party for pupils, staff and Old Girls. 

There was always a birthday cake 
decorated in the School Colours. At the 
end of the party, the girls would give 
‘Three cheers for Miss Fewings’. Miss 
Fewings always invited all past pupils 
to the School Birthday Party held in 
October at the School.(1) So the tradition 
of celebrating the School’s Birthday in 
October was established and included 
present and past pupils. 

In October 1924 the School celebrated 
its Silver Jubilee marking the first 
twenty-five years of the School. The 
Old Girls Association (OGA) wished to 
mark this milestone in the development 
of the School. So at their March 
meeting in 1924, the OGA resolved 
that the anniversary of the School’s 
foundation should be celebrated 
in October of each year by the Old 
Girls and that this day be known as 
B.G.H.S. Commemoration Day. This day 

would include competitions in tennis, 
basketball, swimming and athletics with 
the present girls.(2) It was decided that a 
Visitors’ Book be bought for Old Girls to 
sign on Commemoration Day and that a 
section be set aside for greetings from 
those unable to be present. 

On Commemoration Day in 1928, a 
special service was conducted by one 
of the School Chaplains during the 
lunch hour to enable Old Girls who 
worked to attend. This was followed 
by a buffet luncheon and competitive 
sports between the present girls and 
the Old Girls. For the 30th anniversary 
of the founding of the School, 
Commemoration Day was held on 
Friday 11th October 1929. A lunch-
time service conducted by the School 
Chaplain began with the singing of the 
School Hymn, ‘O God, our help in ages 
past’, followed by a Bible reading and 

a short address given by the chaplain. 
The service ended with the singing of 
the former School Hymn, ‘Now thank 
we all our God’. So the pattern for 
Commemoration Day services became 
established. Commemoration Day has 
been held continuously since then on 
the Friday closest to the 5th October, 
usually the Friday at the end of the first 
week of Term 4. 

When I attended the School in the 
1960’s, we all looked forward to 
Commem Day, as we called it, as 
we had an afternoon free of lessons 
and the pressure of preparing for 
examinations. We decorated our 
classrooms with flowers and displays 
of schoolwork and art work were 
mounted for the Old Girls to view. After 
the service, we enjoyed talking with 
the younger Old Girls we knew to find 
out what life was like at university or 
in the business world. We sat on the 
embankment overlooking the running 
track watching the sport competitions 
between the present and Old Girls. It 
was always a delightful, happy day in 
the School calendar. 

As an Old Girl and mother of two 
daughters who attended the School, 
I have continued to enjoy meeting with 
other Old Girls on Commem Day to 
celebrate the School’s Birthday. 

Old Girls – Connect, Celebrate and 
Contribute by becoming a member of the 
OGA, visit somervillehouseoga . com.au 
 
References: (1) Ivey, Janice F. The Brisbane High 
School for Girls, The First Decade 1899 ‑1909, 
Brisbane, 1999, p.27. (2) B.G.H.S. Magazine, 
June 1924, p.9. 

2019 Commemoration Day celebrations

On Saturday 12 
October the Old Girls’ 
Association hosted 
the inaugural 
birthday lunch.
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Interested  
in organising  
a reunion? 
If you are interested in organising 
a reunion for your year group 
and would like more information, 
please contact Mrs Libby Duffin, 
Community Liaison Co‑ordinator 
on 07 3033 9255 or 
lduffin@ somerville.qld.edu.au

2020 
Reunion 
Dates
Register your interest to attend a 
reunion or an Alumnae event at:
somerville.qld.edu.au/ 
alumni‑old‑girls‑association

2020 Reunions

Perth Reunion
Saturday 28 March 2020

Class of 1970 – 50 Year Reunion
Saturday 16 May 2020

Adelaide Reunion
Saturday 12 September 2020

2020 OGA Events
OGA Old Girls who are current 
parents function
Friday 20 March 2020
Large Chambers room 
6.30pm to 8.30pm

2019  
Reunions

Class of 1954 and 
1949 65 and 75 year 

reunion

On Saturday 15 June, a group of nine 
Somerville House Old Girls (in both 
senses of the word!) met in the 
Fewings Room in Cumbooqueba for 
their reunions. The morning tea was 
delicious, and the conversations great 
fun. There were eight former students 
from 1954 and one very vivacious lady 
from 1949 with a lot of interesting tales 
from her school days. We exchanged 
memories of former teachers and fellow 
students, and there was plenty of 
laughter, and a touch of sadness as we 
remembered friends no longer with us.

We mentioned with great fondness 
Miss Gray (Cack), Miss Wilson, 
Miss Shaw, Miss Morgan (Morgie) and 
Miss McCallum as well as Miss George. 
The anecdotes about her were mixed 
with affection and trepidation. She was 
an excellent teacher, though sometimes 
rather frightening. I bought William 
Shakespeare’s Richard II in London at 
The Globe because that was the play 
through which she introduced us to 
Shakespeare in sub Junior. An unusual 
choice but the mark of a great teacher!

I am still in touch with Heather White, 
who inspired me so much and guided 
my later academic endeavours. Thank 
you also to Shirley Shepherdson (nee 
Beeston) who taught me, I taught 
alongside her and took over her position 
when she wed. I then went on to teach 
her daughter – very Somerville of us!

How wonderful it was to remember our 
school days at the School we love.

Pamela Davenport

CLASS OF 1969 ‑ 50 YEAR REUNION

CLASS OF 1954 AND 1949 65 AND 75 YEAR REUNION

Class of 1974  
45 year reunion

All twenty‑eight of us gathered at the 
Somerville House Water Sports Facility 
and Boathouse at the Corso, Yeronga 
for a laugh and a chat from 11.30am to 
4.00pm. What a fun day it was!

Bronwyn Morgan (nee Thompson)

Class of 1961  
breakfast

The Class of 1961 meet three times 
a year and as you can see, these 
breakfasts are extremely popular.

Susan Muller (nee Graham)

CLASS OF 1974 ‑ 45 YEAR REUNION

CLASS OF 1961 BREAKFAST

CLASS OF 1974 ‑ 45 YEAR REUNION

Class of 1969 50 year reunion

On the weekend of 20 July, the Class 
of 69 gathered together somewhat in 
awe of the fact that it was fifty years 
since we had left school. Our thanks to 
Mrs Libby Duffin from those of us who 
were able to take the tour of the School 
with her on Saturday afternoon. We 
spent a lot of the tour asking ourselves 
‘what used to be there?’; what a different 
and wonderful campus it now is!

On Saturday evening, eleven of us who 
had boarded for varying numbers of 
years were fortunate to be able to meet 
at the home of Cecily Pearson. This was 
such an enjoyable and relaxed evening 
with the luxury (given the small size of 
the group) of being able to catch up on 
the news of everyone present as well 
as reminisce on a multitude of boarding 
stories which only boarders of those 
days could possibly understand! For 
example, some of us had learned that 
our daughters had never heard about 
short sheeting beds! Thank you so 

much Cecily and her husband Trevor for 
making this such a special evening.  

On Sunday 21 July, both day girls and 
boarders were very fortunate to again 
be hosted at the gracious home of 
Lorraine Hemming and her husband 
John. Our heartfelt thanks to Lorraine 
and John for again taking on the 
mammoth task of organising this most 
enjoyable get together. Many people 
had travelled a long way to be there 
and I think we were all made aware of 
how fortunate we are to be able to get 
together and share so many memories 
and inspiring stories so many years on.

At both functions, we were very aware 
that there were many who would 
have loved to have been there but for 
whom it was not possible on these 
occasions. We missed you and hope for 
opportunities to catch up in the future.

Barbara Conaghan ( nee Nolan)
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Snowy Reunion

We expected to find that things had 
changed since we went to the snow 
in 1968. Three of us: Leigh Park, 
Margaret Dorrstein (nee Early) and 
Desley Buchan (nee Marshall) made 
a nostalgic trip to Smiggin Holes in 
September to follow in the footsteps 
(or ski trails) of our group when we 
went to the snow fifty‑one years ago 
on the Somerville House ski trip. 

Our ‘squeals of delight’ at the first 
sight of snow in 1968 were replaced 
this time by frantic phone photography 
– we are really here ! ‑ again!

The Smiggins Hotel and Chalet 
Apartments still resembled the building 
in our memories. Belinda, our host 
said, “We have done substantial 
upgrades on the inside, but the exterior 
of the hotel is much the same since it 
was built in 1963.” Our rooms were, as 
they were in 1968, very comfortable 
and warm but an elevated carpark now 
provided the foreground for our view of 
the slopes from our windows.

We could not have chosen a more 
perfect time for a get together in the 
snow. The weather was mild and 
the snow already having made for a 

record breaking season was 
deep, firm yet yielding making 
conditions ideal for spring 
skiing and snow shoeing. 

Each evening we reminisced 
about our time as a group 
of girls away from home 
and the mischief in 
which we managed to 
engage. Far more rebellious now if 
our wonderful teachers could see us 
in the bar having pre‑dinner drinks 
and choosing wine for our meal! Our 
thoughts went back to them, including 
Misses Pigram and Taylor. Patient, 
kind and forgiving ‑ we owe them a lot 
for putting up with thirty odd 16 and 
17 year olds on the long bus trip and 
giving us the education opportunities 
around our Capital city, Sydney and 
the Snowy River Hydro scheme.

Leigh, Margaret and Frank Dorrstein 
ventured into the back blocks of the 
Perisher resort on snow shoes with a 
guide while Desley enjoyed four days 
on skis – mentally reliving the very first 
ski lessons with one of our handsome 
instructors, Gurnot, and making the 
most of the uber‑expanded ski areas 
accessible from Smiggin Holes. 
Robert Buchan spent the days in the 
warm surrounds of the hotel lounge 
chatting to people and reading. 

 
A ski over 
to Perisher and a meet‑up 
with the others at the coffee shop, 
a trip on the ski tube to Blue Cow 
and multiple trips on the convenient 
shuttle bus between Smiggins and 
Perisher brought home how much the 
mountain has been opened up since 
we saw it in 1968. Back then, we piled 
into a Snow Cat for an overland trip 
to Perisher, the only way to get there 
across the snow. 

Many things had changed but the 
mountain, the snow and the warm 
welcoming atmosphere at the 
Smiggins Hotel made this trip back in 
time a delightful adventure. Of course 
,we too had changed but we still felt 
extreme gratitude to our parents, our 
teachers and the School for giving us 
the opportunity in 1968 to lay down 
these much‑loved memories. We all 
enjoyed reliving this precious time 
together during our Snowy reunion! 

Desley Buchan
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Alumnae Achievements

Harriet Hudson (2015) just won a silver medal in the 

Under 23 Rowing World Championships in Sarasota, 

Florida. She was Boat Captain at Somerville House in 2015.

Ella Hudson (2018) starts at Harvard University on Tuesday 

27 August, joining their rowing team as well as studying. 

She was Boat Captain for Somerville House in 2018.

Jasmine Aurora Regan Feldman, who attended 

Somerville House in Years 7 to 9 (2012 to 2015) with an 

Academic scholarship.

She has just accepted a place at St John’s College at 

Cambridge University, UK to study Archaeology, starting in 

October this year. She was awarded the DUX at QACI with 

a 42 in the IB and also received a Distinction at UQ, where 

she had been part of the Enhanced studies program to 

study with the Archaeology undergraduates for six months 

whilst in Year 12.

Congratulations – 2019 Births

Claire Devine (nee Deborde, 2008) and husband Seamus 

Devine welcomed a son born on Tuesday 4 June 2019,  

Shiloh Patrick Martin Devine.

Condolences – 2019 Deaths

John Smith brother of Belinda Cooney (nee Smith), uncle to 
Gemma Cooney (2016) – 18 February 2019

Nina Helen Western Wood (1957) – 24 March 2019

Gwenda Ayre (1945) – 25 April 2019 

Joan Elizabeth Cranstoun  
(nee Coulston, 1942) – 2 May 2019

Desley Scott (1953) – 16 June 2019

Dr Claire Clark (nee Skerman, 1957) – 24 June 2019

William Tracey husband of Beverley Tracey  
(nee McIntyre, 1956) – 15 July 2019

Judith Job mother of Sally Job (1975) – 18 July 2019

Joanna Law (2007) – 5 August 2019

Joan Rosie (nee Thomson, 1940) – 16 August 2019

Stay connected with the Alumnae:
somerville.qld.edu.au/alumni-old-girls-association

Click on ‘Stay Connected’ to register or update your details.

Stay connected with the Old Girls’ Association:
somervillehouseoga.com.au/signup

Click on ‘Request membership’ to register or login.

Alumnae News
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Old Girl, Jess Black 
(1989) is writing 
from the heart. 
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