M A STER PL A N
A 2025 Vision

Somerville House provides the support and encouragement
for our students to become the best they can be,
and to value Honour Before Honours.

MASTER PLAN
A 2025 Vision

The Somerville House Master Plan, A 2025 Vision, is an ambitious
plan covering a ten-year period from 2016 until 2025, which will continue to transform
School facilities, creating a world-class teaching and learning environment.
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The plan balances current and future
student needs, through the provision of
indoor and outdoor learning spaces to
accommodate the academic, sporting,
cultural and social requirements of
up to 1,500 students (day students
and boarders), from Pre-Prep through
to Year 12.

A 2025 Vision combines the best of
innovative design and construction
concepts, and maximise opportunities
provided by our commanding inner-city
location and existing campus footprint.

Key projects that form part of the
Master Plan, A 2025 Vision are
outlined within.
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DETAILED DESIGN

THE ANNEX
PROJECT APPROVED AND UNDERWAY

The Annex project commenced construction in November 2015, and will deliver
world-class boarding accommodation and dining facilities, and new Junior School
classrooms to support 21st century learning.
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The Annex is located on Graham Street,
adjacent to the loop, and will involve
another six levels being constructed on
the existing two-storey Junior School
Library and Health Centre building.
This critical piece of infrastructure
will provide an additional eight
classrooms and two specialist learning
areas to support recent enrolment
growth in the Junior School and
deliver state-of-the-art, flexible
learning spaces.

The Annex will enable the expansion
of Boarding facilities, and increase the
current boarding enrolment capacity
from 110 to 135 students.
This development will see the
establishment of link bridges to the
existing Goodwin and Foundation
buildings. Boarder comfort, safety and
security will be significantly enhanced
upon completion of the Annex.
Consistent with other new boarding
accommodation in the Goodwin building,

these modern facilities will ensure the
necessary balance between personal
privacy and cohesive communal living.
The construction of commercial
kitchen facilities, also forming part
of this project, will provide catering
and dining requirements for up
to 150 boarding students and staff.
In addition, the kitchen facility
will enable the comprehensive
management of all catering services
across the School campus.
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ARTIST IMPRESSION ONLY

SPORTS AND AQUATICS CENTRE
GYMNASTICS EXTENSION
PROJECT APPROVED AND UNDERWAY

Facilities for Women’s Artistic
Gymnastics are rated across
three levels:
a) Levels 1-3
b) Levels 4-6

The Gymnastics extension is planned to commence construction in 2016,
and will further enhance and expand the School’s curricular and co-curricular programs.
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c) Levels 7-10 and Open

The rating depends on the extent to
which apparatuses are established
and available for vault, balance beam,
floor exercise and uneven bars.
The extension will allow the School to
move from the current Level 1-3 rating to
the highest Level 7-10 and Open rating.

The new facility will support Queensland
Girls Secondary Schools Sports
Association (QGSSSA) and Andrew’s
Cup competitions, while at the same
time improving the capacity and
functionality of the Gymnastics area
within the Sports and Aquatics Centre.

7

IMAGE CIRCA 1920

CUMBOOQUEPA REFURBISHMENT
CONCEPTUAL PROJECT

Cumbooquepa has been home to boarding students since 1920. The decision in 2015,
to construct a new building known as “The Annex”, will see current Year 12 boarding
students relocated from Cumbooquepa in 2017.
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The School plans to convert existing
boarding areas into a School Art
Gallery and Museum, along with other
special spaces for the enjoyment of our
community. Detailed design planning
will commence in early 2016 and the
building will be gradually reinstated to
its traditional heritage character over
a number of years.

Somerville House currently owns
and manages an extensive Artwork
collection. Similarly, a comprehensive
record of documents and artefacts
is held within the School’s Archives.
The refurbishment of Cumbooquepa will
create an exceptional space to display
artwork and bring to life the rich history
and tradition of Somerville House.

The School plans to apply for eligible
grant funding to assist in financing
planned restoration works, and creating
improved access for the School and
wider community.
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ARTIST IMPRESSION ONLY

RESTORATION OF
THE OVAL PRECINCT
CONCEPTUAL PROJECT

At the completion of Term 4 2016, all temporary buildings currently located on the Oval will be
removed, and the School plans to restore and enhance the Oval and surrounding areas.
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The School plans to redevelop the
Oval and surrounding areas, to better
meet the needs of students. As a
significant green space at the heart of
the School, plans include an improved
multi-purpose sporting and recreational
environment, inclusive of portable

sporting fixtures, mobile scoreboards,
retractable nets, field lighting, fixed
exercise equipment, improved seating
areas, informal outdoor learning
spaces, performance stages and
viewing platforms.

The plan also includes extensive planting
and hedging to minimise the visual
impact of the adjoining railway corridor.
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LEVEL 7

LEVEL 6

LEVEL 5

CONCEPT DESIGN ONLY

SEYMOUR LIBRARY
REFURBISHMENT AND
EXTENSION
CONCEPTUAL PROJECT

While this project remains subject to
further feasibility analysis and detailed
design, the School plans to refurbish
and extend the Seymour Library
to more effectively accommodate
enrolment growth and create additional
flexible learning areas, dedicated

study spaces, meeting rooms and an
Academic Research Centre.
Wireless, and more interactive
technologies will be incorporated into
the functional designs, along with an
expansion of e-Resource capabilities.

The additional spaces created in
the Seymour Library will provide the
opportunity for more student displays,
exhibitions and collaboration.

The School plans to refurbish and introduce additional levels to the Seymour Library.
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VALMAI PIDGEON PERFORMING
ARTS COMPLEX (VPAC)
REFURBISHMENT
CONCEPTUAL PROJECT

Strategically positioned on the School campus along Graham Street, an external
renovation and extension of VPAC is planned, effectively improving the
functionality and integration of this building with the remainder of the campus.

14

In more recent years, the School has
implemented a consistent approach
to building design and presentation.
The School plans to complete an
external renovation of VPAC and
effectively integrate this building with
the remainder of the School campus.
Additional perimeter fencing and
balustrades will be constructed to
enhance campus security and provide
a safer environment for students,
staff and visitors.

To improve the functionality of this
building, an extension is planned to
address current space constraints
on the operations of the School’s
Technology Services team. The team
is currently dispersed across two small
areas in VPAC and requires more space
to enhance operations and service
to students and staff. The planned
extension will provide additional space to
co-locate Technology Services staff and
establish a new Student Support lounge.

The School is also planning to assess
the feasibility of extending the VPAC
Auditorium, which currently has a
seating capacity of 980. The potential
expansion of the Auditorium would
more effectively support enrolment
growth and provide an audience
capacity of up to 1500.
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CONCEPT ONLY

SENIOR SCHOOL CENTRE
ASPIRATIONAL PROJECT

To ensure Somerville House remains a leader in education, a bold and contemporary
Senior School Centre (SSC) is planned to facilitate 21st Century learning.
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The planned SSC will provide a unique
and multi-functional space for senior
students during the most demanding
years of their schooling. While the
SSC will replace A block, the plan is to
retain elements of the current building
to remember, physically, the history
and tradition of the School. The SSC
will aim to meet the changing and
varied needs of students and staff,

while providing contemporary, flexible
learning areas. Design considerations
include the requirement for small
meeting rooms and study pods,
auditorium-style spaces that can be
expanded and collapsed to suit class
or audience sizes from 30 to 200,
smart storage facilities and spacious
communal areas.

Additionally, the building’s physical
presence will provide a connection
between the School’s heritage and
contemporary architecture.
This project is viewed as a significant
addition to the School campus to ensure
Somerville House remains at the forefront
of senior schooling in Australia.
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ARTIST IMPRESSION ONLY

SPORTS AND
RECREATIONAL FIELDS
ASPIRATIONAL PROJECT

As a land-locked School, Somerville House aspires to purchase land to develop sport and recreation
fields to effectively support its ever-expanding curricular and co-curricular programs.
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Currently, the School hires various
sporting venues to deliver its curricular
and co-curricular programs.
With growing demand from other
Schools and the general public for such
sporting venues, the School continues
to monitor the market for suitable
land purchase opportunities with

a view to developing private sports
and recreational fields.
The School would like to develop an
ecological reserve on any land purchased
providing a facility in environmental
studies and outdoor projects.

The School believes that such an
initiative will ultimately secure the
long-term future and further expansion
and enhancement of its programs.
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