
Tradition  
and Pride

In 1899 Miss Eliza Fewings founded 
a school designed to educate young 
women and equip them to take a 
leading role in the creation of an 
emerging nation. The School began as 
The Brisbane High School for Girls and 
its first home was the City Tabernacle, 
on the corner of Wickham Terrace 
and Edward Street. In 1912, the School 
moved to ‘Erneton’ in Wickham 
Terrace, a gracious old home that 
could accommodate both day students 
and boarders. 

In 1918 ownership of the School was transferred 

to the newly formed Presbyterian and Methodist 

Schools Association (PMSA) and in 1919 

Cumbooquepa, South Brisbane was chosen as the 

ideal location for the School. It wasn’t until 1920 that 

the School became known as Somerville House, 

named to honour Mary Somerville, a distinguished 

Scottish scientist, mathematician and scholar.

Since its foundation, Somerville House has 

epitomised the essential elements of an exemplary 

school: intellectual rigour, teaching excellence, a 

caring Christian community, a wealth of opportunities 

and a stimulating environment fostering innovation 

and growth.

The strengths and wisdom of the past are retained, 

while preparing students to be confident and highly 

capable individuals of the future.

Miss Eliza A. Fewings had a vision for her fledgling 

school. It was to be a place of accomplishment, 

where scholarship was valued within an environment 

of respect, social grace, and co-operative aspiration. 

Miss Fewings wanted ‘her girls’ to take hold of the 

opportunities life presented and (for them) to have a 

positive influence on society.

Somerville House has offered a residential campus 

for 120 years, since Miss Fewings started her school 

with 31 boarders.  We remain committed to providing 

a quality boarding program as an educational 

experience that enriches a student’s life.



Educating girls to be fearless leaders of change, developing excellence, 
confidence and connection to their individual purpose.
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Strategic Priority 4

Serving as Responsible 
Custodians

 9 Workforce excellence 

 9 Innovative digital and 
technology landscape

 9 World Class facilities 

 9 Fiscal sustainability 

 9 Contemporary governance

Strategic Priority 3

Supporting  
Service Learning

 9 Meaningful community 
service and civic 
engagement

 9 Real world experiences

 9 Positive local and global 
partnerships

 9 Strong school spirit and 
sense of belonging

The Somerville House Offer:

Strategic Priority 2

Sustaining  
Personal Growth

 9 Faith and Christian 
foundations

 9 Social and emotional 
wellbeing

 9 Co-curricular participation 
and performance

 9 Leadership opportunities 
for students and staff

Strategic Priority 1

Striving for  
Academic Success

 9 Excellence in academia, 
cultural pursuits, sport and 
leadership

 9 Future-focussed curriculum 
and transferrable skills for a 
digital and global society

 9 Exceptional teaching and 
learning culture

 9 Creative and 
critical thinking, 
research skills and 
evidence-based inquiry
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Courage    I    Compassion    I    Inclusion    I    Gratitude    I    Integrity    I    Respect

O
u
r 
V
al
u
es

Honour Before Honours


