SOMERVILLE HOUSE
FOUNDATION
Enhancing the educational outcomes
for generations of Somerville House students.

Through our collective efforts, we can enhance the educational
outcomes of generations of capable and confident young women,
who will go on to make a lasting difference, both locally
and internationally, in their chosen fields. There is arguably
no work more worthwhile.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL
AND BOARD CHAIR
Since 1984, the Somerville House Foundation has played a vital role in continually
improving the School’s teaching and learning environment, sustaining our standard
of excellence and providing stability for our future.
Our Foundation’s work honours and
builds upon the history and past
contributions of our School community.
It does so by strategically managing and
growing funds to serve the ever-changing
needs of our students in today’s society,
and ensuring that these benefits are
enjoyed for generations to come.

We are blessed that our School’s strength
of community spirit and culture of giving
has helped shape Somerville House
into the exciting and innovative place
of learning it is today. We encourage
our School family to play a part in
continuing this legacy by supporting
our Foundation’s important work.

The ongoing advancement of
Somerville House demands growth
and investment in our facilities,
educational resources and programs.
As tuition fees and government support
only cover our operational costs,
funding for scholarships and capital
works projects is heavily dependent on
our Foundation’s fundraising initiatives
and the philanthropic contributions
of our School family.

Through our collective efforts, we can
enhance the educational outcomes of
generations of capable and confident
young women, who will go on to
make a lasting difference, both locally
and internationally, in their chosen
fields. There is arguably no work
more worthwhile.

I like to feel that in some small way, I am helping
equip future generations to benefit from the
opportunities and challenges which lie ahead.

MRS SHIRLEY SHEPHERDSON
FOUNDATION MEMBER, OLD GIRL (CLASS OF 1947), PAST TEACHER AND PAST PARENT,
PICTURED WITH HER DAUGHTER, MRS JULIET SPENCER (CLASS OF 1980),
AND GRANDDAUGHTER, ELOISE SPENCER (CLASS OF 2016).

There are opportunities for our School
family to become involved in our
Foundation at a variety of levels to align
with your personal interests and priorities.
We encourage you to consider these
opportunities and warmly welcome
and look forward to your support.
DR NESS GOODWIN
PRINCIPAL
MRS VIRGINIA BUTTULA
BOARD CHAIR

OUR MISSION

OUR PRIORITIES

Our Foundation is devoted to providing exceptional learning opportunities for
Somerville House students to support and encourage them to become the best they can be.

As a tax deductible fundraising vehicle, our Foundation partners with the School
to deliver programs and projects that have a lasting and personal impact on the
educational journey of Somerville House students.

Committed to securing the future of Somerville House, our Foundation
strives to foster a culture of philanthropy and warmth of spirit throughout
our School community.

SCHOLARSHIPS
AND BURSARIES

CAPITAL WORKS

At Somerville House, we believe that
scholarships play an important role
in fostering a culture that celebrates
achievement, diversity and the pursuit
of personal excellence. Scholarship
opportunities can also have a profound
impact on the lives of deserving students
and help nurture our next generation of
future leaders.
Through the generosity of our
Foundation’s benefactors, a number of
scholarships are awarded each year to
students who might not normally be able
to attend our School. Our Foundation also
assists current members of our School
community who may be experiencing
financial difficulty through the provision
of bursaries.

Our Foundation supports the School’s
strong commitment to delivering a
relevant, first-class learning environment
that facilitates exceptional learning
outcomes for our students. It does
so by financially contributing to the
development of our educational facilities,
in line with the School’s Master Plan
(A 2025 Vision), to ensure that our
students are continually inspired,
engaged and challenged to reach
their potential.
Over the years, our Foundation has
proudly supported the School’s ongoing
campus development through the
following capital projects:

One of the joys of giving to the Somerville House
Foundation is witnessing first-hand the impact your
contributions are having on the learning environment,
as you see the developments happening around you.

DR PRETORIA BILINSKI
FOUNDATION MEMBER, OLD GIRL (CLASS OF 1987) AND CURRENT PARENT,
PICTURED WITH HER DAUGHTER, HARPER BILINSKI (YEAR 5, 2017).

•	D Block and Mall renovations (2014)
•	The Foundation Building (2014)
•	Expansion of the School Oval by 60%
(2011)
•	New Junior and Middle School
Playgrounds (2011)
•	The Tennis Centre featuring a tennis
pavilion and new tennis courts (2011)
•	The Health Centre (2011)
•	The Constance Cotton Junior School
Library (2011)
•	The Ness Goodwin Building housing
the Junior School, Boarding House
and Somerfare Tuckshop (2009)
•	Purchase and refurbishment of
The Chambers (1997 to 2005)
•	The Valmai Pidgeon Performing
Arts Complex (1999)
•	The Murray Evans Sports and
Aquatic Centre (1992 and 1996).

WAYS TO GIVE
There are many ways you can support us in our vision to provide an exemplary
education for our current students and future generations.
MAKE A TAX
DEDUCTIBLE GIFT

LEAVE A GIFT IN
YOUR WILL

ESTABLISH A
SCHOLARSHIP

Gifts of any size make a real difference.
As a registered charity and deductible gift
recipient, contributions directed to the
Somerville House Foundation Scholarship
Bursaries and Prizes Fund, or School
Building Fund, attract a tax deduction.

A gift in your Will, known as a bequest,

Creating a scholarship is a wonderful
way for you to make a transformative
gift to Somerville House. You may wish
to consider establishing a fixed term or
endowed scholarship for the benefit of
students now or into the future.

Any gifts, or combined gifts of more
than $2,000, entitle you to Foundation
Membership.

your lifetime and leave a lasting and

Voluntary Building Fund contributions,
made as part of School fee payments,
also contribute towards Foundation
Membership eligibility.

provides an opportunity to support
Somerville House once your needs and
those of your loved ones have been met.
By making a bequest, you can retain the
use and enjoyment of your assets during
valuable legacy to our School.
The Fewings Fellowship was established
to honour and recognise those in our
community who remember Somerville
House in their Will, or who make a deferred
gift. Importantly, it gives our School
the opportunity to thank the Fewings
Fellowship members, during their lifetime,
for their generous commitment.

I choose to give of myself as well as financially
to our Foundation. I have left a bequest in
my Will as I wish to leave a lasting legacy in
support of our Foundation’s life changing work.

MRS BEV FOLLIOTT
FOUNDATION MEMBER, OLD GIRL (CLASS OF 1958)
AND PAST PARENT.

VOLUNTEER
Our volunteers are vital to our work.
You can choose to give your time or
professional skills to help drive our
Foundation’s initiatives.

CONTACT US
For more information on the role our Foundation plays in our
School community, and the opportunities to become involved,
please contact our Development Manager, on (07) 3033 9289
or foundation@somerville.qld.edu.au
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