
St. Joseph’s College

Gregory Terrace CULTURE

“Don’t just watch, 
participate!”
In a holistic education, it is important to 
nurture and stimulate the creative side of  
our students as they develop self  awareness, 
self  confidence and inter-personal skills.

The Terrace Cultural program gives the 
opportunity to Terrace Gentlemen to 
enhance their skills in everything from 
public speaking and persuasive arguments 
to representing their College on the local, 
national and world stage.

Participating in varied cultural activities further enhances the development of  self-confidence, emotional  intelligence, 
communication, higher order and creative thinking skills, self-discipline and team work. Most Terrace Gentlemen are 
involved in cultural pursuits within the College, with many taking on a variety of  the offerings and gaining from the 
talented staff and tutors, including industry leaders who specifically come together to give our students a specialist 
education.

YEARS 5 & 7 SIGN ON
Sign on for Years 5 & 7 Cultural activities is to be completed online at www.terrace.qld.edu.au/sign-on. All future sign ons 
will be available through and promoted via the Parent Lounge, accessible via the Terrace Website, the College App and in 
the School Calendar.

CONTACTS
Director of  Culture
Matt Cocking
MattCocking@terrace.qld.edu.au

Cultural Office
Culture@terrace.qld.edu.au

Ph. 3214 5226

Coordinator of  Chess
LiamHerne@terrace.qld.edu.au

Coordinator of  Debating
Andrew Stormonth
AndrewStormonth@terrace.qld.edu.au

Coordinator of  Live Production 
Services
Phil Hiett
PhilHiett@terrace.qld.edu.au

Director of  Music
Jan Hewerdine
JanHewerdine@terrace.qld.edu.au

Music Department
Music@terrace.qld.edu.au
Ph. 07 3214 5273

Director of  the School Musical
Culture@terrace.qld.edu.au

Coordinator of  Public Speaking
Adrian Pauley
AdrianPauley@terrace.qld.edu.au

Coordinator of  Speech & Drama 
Managed through Terrace Music
Music@terrace.qld.edu.au

Coordinator of  Theatresports
Emma Hatchett
EmmaHatchett@terrace.qld.edu.au



St. Joseph’s College

Gregory Terrace CULTURE

“Chess aspires to 
stimulate, challenge 

and provide enjoyment 
to our students”

CHESS

CHESS
Chess is a challenging and rewarding pursuit that holds a respected place in the Terrace Cultural program as one of  the more 
competition centric offerings. Students who participate in Chess further develop their intellectual capabilities and can gain great 
stimulation and enjoyment from this pursuit.

COMPETITION & TRAINING
Terrace has traditionally been very competitive in Chess, with some students progressing as Junior Chess Champions. Despite the 
competition, Chess fundamentally aspires to stimulate and challenge. Terrace currently competes in the GPS Chess competition, 
which is held on a Friday afternoon at various GPS schools throughout South East Queensland during Term 3. Students also have 
the opportunity to compete in a wider range of  other Chess competitions, including the Somerville House High School Chess 
Invitational.

By competing in these competitions, Chess players may be included in the Queensland Junior Chess Ranking. Terrace has a strong 
history of  success in these rankings, with current students ranked as high as 10th place in Queensland.

Currently, there are two lunchtime sessions each week for Junior and Senior Chess players. These sessions are taken by Terrace 
staff, and are great for novice and experienced players to develop their skills. In addition, coaching is provided after school during 
Terms 1 - 3. This training is provided by Tyson Walker, an International Chess Champion and six-time Chess Olympian, where he 
achieved the rank of  International Master.

SIGN ON
• Years 5 - 12

• Link available via www.terrace.qld.edu.au/sign-on
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“Debating provides a 
spirit of  argument, a 

diligence to learn, a 
confidence to speak 
and a worldliness to 

be open minded”

DEBATING

DEBATING
Debating is both a challenging and an immensely fun pursuit that has the capacity to impart great skills in the area of  speech, 
public presentation and learning of  new subject matter. The intellectual stimulation can greatly benefit students both in the 
classroom and in their general development.

Terrace has performed outstandingly well in Debating in recent years, with our Senior A team winning the Queensland Debating 
Union (QDU) Grand Final in 2015. But far from being defined exclusively by its success, Debating has assumed a place of  great 
affinity at the College due to its tendency to express some of  the quintessential qualities of  the Terrace Gentleman: a spirit of  
enquiry and argument, a diligence to learn and discover, a confidence to express in speech and personality (with a sense of  
humour) and a worldliness to be open minded to new ideas and points of  view.

COMPETITION & TRAINING
Debating has become one of  the foremost identifiers of  Terrace, with the school excelling in both the GPS and QDU 
competitions, in which it concurrently competes, as well as consistently attracting very large participation rates and interest from 
students.

Terrace has produced some marvellous debaters who have gone on to represent at state and national level. Many high achievers 
have passed through our Debating program, including several of  our Rhodes Scholars.

GPS debates are held during Term 1 on a Friday night, whilst QDU debates are held during Terms 1 - 4 once a month on a 
Wednesday or Thursday night. Teams are coached by a faculty of  highly-experienced and accomplished teachers and specialist 
coaches. Training usually occurs 1-2 times a week.

SIGN ON
• Years 5 - 12

• Link available via www.terrace.qld.edu.au/sign-on
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“Learn the skills 
required to succeed 

in the growing 
entertainment industry”

LIVE 
PRODUCTION 
SERVICES

LIVE PRODUCTION SERVICES
Live Production Services is an opportunity for students interested in audio and lighting production to become involved in the 
management of  College events. Through this opportunity, students are able to learn about event management and coordination, 
working with an events team and coordinating live events.

Students may also learn about sound production, lighting and visual presentation in a professional and high intensity environment. 
Live Production Services provides students with the skills and experience consistent with the growing needs of  the entertainment 
industry.

Students are able to learn through internal opportunities at the College, working with teachers and professionals who have 
extensive experience in the industry. In the past, students have managed the sound, lighting and visual elements of  events such as 
College assemblies, Induction Mass, jazz night and College musicals.

SIGN ON
• Years 5 - 12

• Link available via www.terrace.qld.edu.au/sign-on
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“Music engages the 
imagination, fosters 

flexible thinking, 
develops discipline and 
builds self  confidence”

MUSIC 
ENSEMBLES

MUSIC ENSEMBLES
Students in Years 5-12 are given the opportunity to join music ensembles as part of  the co-curricular music program. Current 
ensembles offered include:

• Athletic bands
• Chamber ensembles
• Choirs
• Concert bands
• Guitar ensembles
• Jazz bands
• Percussion ensembles
• Rock band
• String ensembles

The majority of  these ensembles rehearse before and after school.

NORMAN CLARKE MUSIC PROGRAM (YEARS 5 AND 6)
In Years 5 and 6, all students learn to play a musical instrument, study music theory and sing as part of  the Classroom Music 
program. This unique program takes place during school time and forms part of  the student’s curriculum assessment. All musical 
instruments for this program have been kindly donated by our Patron of  the Arts and Old Boy (GT54), Mr Norman Clarke.

While this program is an excellent introduction to music ensembles, it is expected that students who have previously learnt an 
instrument or begin learning an instrument join one of  the ensembles above to further enhance their enjoyment, participation and 
skills.

SIGN ON
• Years 5 - 12

• Link available via www.terrace.qld.edu.au/sign-on
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“Private lessons allow 
students to learn and 

develop as a musician in 
a more vigorous setting”

MUSIC 
LESSONS

MUSIC LESSONS
Music and the Arts are fundamental to the creative, intellectual and emotional development of  all students. The practice of  
Music and the Arts engages the imagination, fosters flexible ways of  thinking and builds self  confidence. This practice also 
encourages and develops, among other things, self  discipline, problem solving, co-operative and social skills and sensitivity to one’s 
environment.

The Music department offers specialist instruction in a wide variety of  areas including Woodwind, Brass, Percussion, Voice, Piano 
and Strings.

Students participating in the Music program may wish to undertake AMEB or Trinity College examinations. These examinations 
are not compulsory, but for motivated students they are a great way to receive a qualification that is widely recognised and 
respected. In previous years, Terrace has had students complete a range of  exams, up to and including Diploma of  Music.

PRIVATE LESSONS
Half-hour lessons for music are offered to students in school time (in some cases out of  class lessons can be arranged) and are 
rotated so that students do not miss the same classes each week.

Lessons are offered in the following formats:

• 30 minute private individual lessons

• 30 minute shared lessons (2 - 3 students per group)

SIGN ON
• Years 5 - 12

• Link available via www.terrace.qld.edu.au/sign-on
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“A musical requires 
great effort, perseverance 

and teamwork on our 
journey from Billet 

St to Broadway”

SENIOR 
COLLEGE 
MUSICAL

SENIOR COLLEGE MUSICAL
Musicals at Terrace are shared biennially between the Middle and Senior College and are a high profile event on the calendar. 
Entry is by audition and every effort is made to include students from all year levels, whilst maintaining a high standard of  
production.

The opportunity to prepare and perform a celebrated work in an established venue and take such a project from casting and 
planning stages to performance, requires great effort, perseverance and teamwork as well as the coming together of  many different 
people, skill sets and personalities. Opportunities are offered to actors, singers, dancers, musicians, stage and production crew, 
pulling together a diverse cross-section of  students at Terrace.

The Senior Musicals are shared with All Hallows’ School to allow accurate casting and are performed in professional theatres to 
give the audience and cast the true professional experience. The musicals are often Broadway shows, with Broadway licensing used 
to ensure a high quality production.

PAST COLLEGE MUSICALS
2018 - WE WILL ROCK YOU, Gardens Point Theatre

2016 – PIPPIN, Under the Big Top, Tennyson

2014 – ROMEO & JULIET, Powerhouse Theatre

2012 – GUYS & DOLLS, Twelfth Night Theatre

2010 – GLAMALOT, Brisbane Powerhouse Theatre

SIGN ON
• Years 8 - 12

• Auditions announced via Parent Lounge
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“This production allows 
young students to 

perform, whilst being 
given the opportunity 

to sing, dance and act”

MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 
MUSICAL

MIDDLE SCHOOL MUSICAL
The Middle School Musical is performed by students from Years 5 – 8 in the Edmund Rice Theatre at Waterford Place in 
alternate years to the Senior Musical. This musical allows younger students to experience the thrill of  performing to a large 
audience, whilst learning about the various aspects of  performing in a musical - singing, dancing and acting.

By performing in the Middle School Musical, students have the opportunity to combine classroom Music skills, Drama 
curriculum, Speech and Drama skills and movement coordination into one. The introductory skills that are developed in the 
Middle School Musical are crucial for students that audition and perform in the Senior College Musical.

PAST & CURRENT MIDDLE SCHOOL MUSICALS
2017 - SHREK THE MUSICAL JR

2015 – SEUSSICAL™ JR

2013 – BILLIONAIRE’S TALE& AESOP’S FABLES

2011 – ARABIAN NIGHTS

2009 – GRIMM

SIGN ON
• Years 5 - 8

• Auditions announced via Parent Lounge
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“Through Public 
Speaking, students are 

able to develop a diverse 
range of  lifelong skills”

PUBLIC 
SPEAKING

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Public Speaking at Terrace enables students to work on numerous skills throughout the year, including speech writing, speech 
construction and presentation styles. The techniques developed through Public Speaking are highly applicable to the classroom, 
contributing significantly to classroom assignments and oral presentations.

At Terrace, Public Speaking involves preparing a speech on a given topic before presenting it in an engaging and entertaining 
manner. Not only is the speech content important, but also the manner of  presentation. Skills such as eye contact, tone 
modulation, a clear voice and good pace are all key to succeeding in this genre.

COMPETITION & TRAINING
Public speakers are offered several opportunities throughout the year to speak, including the Lions Youth of  the Year Competition, 
the Plain English Speaking Award and Toastmasters. These competitions are held after school at various schools throughout 
Brisbane (including Terrace).

Students work closely with the coordinator of  Public Speaking to develop their skills and progress as a speaker. 

Public Speaking has a long and proud history at Terrace, with high participation rates and many successes in competitions being 
recorded in recent years. In 2015, a Terrace student went on to win the Australian Lions Youth of  the Year Award, a prestigious 
award given after several rounds of  competition.

SIGN ON
• Years 8 - 12

• Auditions announced via Parent Lounge
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“Designed to improve 
self  confidence, 

communication and 
presentation skills”

SPEECH 
& DRAMA 
LESSONS

SPEECH & DRAMA LESSONS
Speech & Drama lessons at Terrace are made up of  a range of  drama and voice-related activities designed to improve self-
confidence, communication skills and presentation skills. These lessons incorporate poetry, prose and drama scripts to engage and 
inspire students and to foster a love of  reading, literature, drama and performance. Students will have the opportunity to take 
part in performances and work with other students throughout the year to develop their skills and progress in both performance 
and speech presentation. Increasingly, Speech & Drama students have worked on becoming a triple threat having skills in singing, 
dancing and acting.

All areas of  effective speaking and movement are covered in lessons, including breathing techniques, articulation of  sounds, eye 
contact, positive body language, mime, improvisation and stand-up comedy.

PERFORMANCE & LESSON INFORMATION
Speech & Drama lessons offer optional entry into the Brisbane Eisteddfod and Public Speaking Competitions and external 
examinations. All students participating in the Speech & Drama program may wish to undertake AMEB or Trinity College 
examinations. These examinations are not compulsory, but for motivated students they are a great way to receive a qualification 
that is widely recognised and respected.

Half-hour lessons for Speech & Drama are offered to students in school time and are rotated so that students do not miss the same 
periods each week.

Lessons are offered in the following formats:

• 30 minute private individual lessons

• 30 minute shared lessons (2 - 3 students per group)

SIGN ON
• Years 5 - 12

• Link available via www.terrace.qld.edu.au/sign-on
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“Students who are 
creative can engage in 

large events and create 
an indemand skill 
set for the future”

TECHNICAL 
TEAM (VIDEO)

TECHNICAL TEAM (VIDEO)
The Technical Team (Video) is a small but dedicated group of  experienced students with a particular interest in the visual side of  
production. Students will be involved in the filming and broadcasting of  these live events, providing them with the opportunity to 
develop their Film and TV (FTV) skills in a serious environment.

The Technical Team (Video) provides technical assistance at events such as musicals, concerts, Induction Mass, special College 
assemblies and other important events throughout the year. This activity forms part of  our Live Production Services.

TERRAFLICKS
Terraflicks is a film club that teaches students from all year levels about the fundamentals of  short film production. Students may 
work on some productions individually, but are generally encouraged to work in small groups. Students create a plethora of  short 
film productions including: television advertisements, music videos, documentaries, short narratives and genre films. Participants 
utilise a variety of  cameras as they progress through the course and learn to edit on Final Cut Pro, industry standard software. 
Students who are creative and especially enjoy working in groups will love Terraflicks.

The club meets weekly in the FTV room after school.

SIGN ON
• Years 5 - 12

• Link available via www.terrace.qld.edu.au/sign-on
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“A chance for the 
compulsive entertainer 

or the class clown to 
shine in a competitive, 

fun environment”

THEATRE 
SPORTS

THEATRESPORTS
Theatresports is improvised theatre played as a spectator sport, which is a fun way for students to gain valuable improvisation 
experience and stage time. Teams of  players invent scenes from suggestions they are given, while following particular sets of  rules 
called “games”. Everything is made up on the spot: the dialogue, the music, the action and the song. The teams are judged on 
their ability to follow the rules of  each game, deliver a cohesive story line and entertain the audience.

Because of  the fun and engaging nature of  Theatresports, it is a popular Terrace student activity. It is also a great way for students 
interested in drama and performance to extend their skills in a competitive environment, whilst also working together with other 
students, developing their ability to create magical moments of  improvisation through active and imaginative storytelling choices.

COMPETITION & TRAINING
Theatresports teams compete in the Youth Theatresports Queensland Competition, held in Terms 2 & 3. This competition is run 
by the Sit Down Comedy Club and involves several rounds of  competition, before progressing to the finals. Training is typically 
held at lunchtime and after school, 1-2 times a week.

PAST SUCCESS
2017 - Qld State Senior and Junior Grand Final Champion

2016 – Qld State Finalists

2015 – Qld State Semi Finalists

2014 – Qld State Semi Finalists

2013 – Qld State Theatresports Grand Final Runners Up

2012 – Qld State Semi Finalists

SIGN ON
• Years 8 - 12

• Sign on announced via Parent Lounge
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“Allows all students to 
experience the intensive 

nature of  a real world 
production with leading 
industry professionals”

PRODUCTIONS

PRODUCTIONS
Throughout the calendar year, Terrace is involved in numerous productions, both in house and at external venues. These 
productions allow students from all aspects of  the Cultural Department to become involved and experience the intensive nature of  
a real world production with leading industry professionals.

These productions involve large amounts of  work for all those involved. Extra rehearsals and classes are often necessary to ensure 
the high quality of  the various productions.

Productions are also an opportunity for the broader Terrace Community to come together and appreciate the hard work of  
Terrace students involved in the different facets of  the Cultural Department.

CURRENT PRODUCTIONS INCLUDE
• Celebration of  Excellence

• House Choir

• Induction Mass

• Jazz Night

• Norm Clarke Music Concert

• Senior and Middle School Musical

SIGN ON
• Participation in these productions is through Music Ensemble membership.
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“Enabling education 
beyond the classroom 

developing social skills, 
cultural awareness 

and putting their 
talent to the test on the 

international stage”

TOURS

TOUR INFORMATION
Terrace offers a diverse range of  tours for the different co-curricular activities offered at the College. These tours are a great source 
of  motivation, pushing students to work harder and achieve excellence before representing Terrace on both the domestic and 
international stage.

Students are also able to experience and learn about cultures by being exposed to cities and countries with different customs. 
Tours are an engaging way to ensure students at Terrace receive a holistic education. By travelling with other students in a large 
group, College tours are able to challenge students, enabling them to meet new people and develop social skills, confidence and 
independence.

PLANNED TOURS
2019 – Singapore (Band) Rome (Choir and Strings)
2021 – Los Angeles, USA - Music For All
2023 – New Zealand - Rotorua Music Festival
2025 – Europe - European Tour

PAST TOURS
2017 – Los Angeles, USA - Music For All
2016 – Rhapsody Rotorua, New Zealand
2012~ 2016 – Gallipoli Choir
2010 & 2014 – Australian International Music Festival, Sydney
2011 – Vatican City, Italy
2009 – Rhapsody Rotorua, New Zealand
2004 – St Louis (Chaminade School)
1999 – Banff, Canada

SIGN ON
Participation in these tours is through music ensemble membership.
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“Emerging young 
theatre makers engage 

in best practice 
and performance 

to become leading 
artists of  the future”

BILLET ST 
THEATRE 
COMPANY

BILLET ST THEATRE COMPANY
Billet St Theatre Company engages each student as an emerging artist from the very beginning of  their journey with the company. 
By offering different opportunities each year, students are given the opportunity to engage in the action of  creating live theatre as a 
means of  exploring their sense of  personal identity, artistry and voice, therefore enabling them to become visionary theatre makers 
of  the future. In conjunction with their study in curriculum Drama, this enables students to be more industry ready and prepared 
for entry into tertiary Performing Arts programs.

As actors, directors, designers and writers, students are offered the opportunity to dream, create, imagine, interpret, invent, polish 
and present new works (and their interpretation of  existing works) to their peers and to the wider community.

PARTICPATION & TRAINING
Rehearsals generally occur after school and at lunchtimes, with productions timed so as not to clash with other major performance 
events. Professional artists often work with students to provide masterclasses or workshops to develop skills in certain areas. Billet 
St Theatre Company offers projects to students of  different year levels on a project by project basis, and identifies talent, creative 
passion, excellence and genuine interest as part of  the requirement for participation.

PAST & CURRENT PROJECTS
2016 – FAST: Festival of  the Student Theatre at La Boite Theatre

2016 – TYP (Terrace Young Playwrights)

2015 – Emerging Young Playwrights Program with Qld Theatre Company

SIGN ON
• Years 8 - 12

• Auditions announced via Parent Lounge


