Issue 7 – 31st May 2019

From our Principal…

Upcoming
events

A Chaplain for St James

1st June
Kokoda Challenge

It has been a strategic plan of our College to ensure that our students, staff and community
are supported not only academically, but spiritually. Specifically, one of our Strategic Priorities
is to;

4th June
Year 9 QCE Parent
Information Session

- Grow a common understanding of the Lutheran Ethos and purpose.

4th – 5th June
School Photos

Whilst there are many ways to achieve this, it is important that we resource this
appropriately, and for some time now the College has been searching for a Chaplain to work
together with our existing staff and teams that exist in the College. I am delighted to
announce that we have been able to appoint Ingeburg Dell’Antonio into the new role of fulltime Chaplain at St James, beginning in Semester Two this year. As you will see from her
biography below, Ingeburg comes with a wealth of experience in this area, not only in Spiritual
Leadership, but extensive experience in Lutheran Schools, Christian Studies and school
leadership.
We wish Ingeburg every blessing as she finishes up at Living Waters, Alice Springs and moves
to Hervey Bay at the end of the term.
Luke Schoff
Principal
Greetings to all of the wonderful St James community!
My name is Ingeburg Dell’Antonio and I am really excited and honoured to be able to
experience the Hervey Bay life from Term 3 onwards as the College Chaplain. I have been a
part of the Lutheran education journey for 13 years-first at Living Waters Lutheran College in
Halls Head, Western Australia and most recently Living Waters Lutheran School in Alice
Springs for the last 6.5 years. The centre of Australia is an incredibly unique part of Australia,
very multicultural and community minded and the scenery is outstanding.
My role has been to provide and create opportunities for students, staff and family to be
cared for pastorally, to continue to build each other up, explore their gifts and talents and
love and serve those in their local and wider community.
In my spare time I am a SES and Bushfires NT volunteer and really do enjoy exploring this
incredible planet that we live on. Apart from meeting you all at some point I am very much
looking forward to seeing the ocean!
Many blessings for the remainder of the term and have a restful holiday break
Ingeburg Dell’Antonio

7th June
ALWS Casual Clothes
Day
10th – 14th June
Year 10 2020 Subject
Selections Meetings
11th June
Readers Cup
Tournament
12th – 14th June
Year 10 Exam Block

From the Deputy Principal…
Calling Volunteers – Senior School Exam Block
St James are looking for Volunteers who will be able to assist us in supervising students
who are sitting exams in Week 9. If you (or someone you know) are able to offer a few
hours of your time in this week, please contact Mrs Roz Nicholls at the school or via email –
nicholls.r@stjameslc.qld.edu.au
Restorative Practices – Is it effective and does it instil consequences?
St James prides itself on our Behaviour Development Model – we are not punitive in our
approach to behaviour conflict, rather, we look to unpack the thinking behind weak
choices and find ways to restore any harm or conflict that has been caused by weak
choices, actions and words. “Restorative practices is a social science that studies how to
improve and repair relationships between people and communities. The purpose is to build
healthy communities, increase social capital, decrease crime and antisocial behaviour,
repair harm and restore relationships”. Wikipedia
The traditional approach to school discipline asks three questions in response to wrong
doing:
•
•
•

What happened?
Who’s to blame? and
What do they deserve?

Place your business
advertisement here.
For more information go to
our website
Advertising Opportunities

This traditional approach, borrowed largely from the criminal justice system, leaves those who have been most affected by the
wrongful behaviour without a voice, and without their needs being addressed as part of the ‘solution.’ It also doesn't effectively
challenge the wrongdoer to be accountable to those he has harmed.
The Restorative approach, on the other hand, starts from a different set of questions:
•
•
•

What happened?
Who’s been harmed? and
What needs to happen to repair some of that harm?

In this approach to dealing with wrongdoing, then, the focus is on the harm that has been done and the obligation this brings on
the part of those responsible to ‘right the wrong’ as much as possible. It’s an approach that seeks to develop in the wrongdoer
an understanding of the breadth and depth of the harm their behaviour has caused to others so that they can best try to make
amends to those most affected. In this way, it’s an educative approach. It also ensures that those who have been most affected
by the wrongdoing have the opportunity to be involved in working out what has to happen in order to move forward.
Put simply, Restorative Practices (RP) is a way of viewing relationship-building and behaviour management in schools that works
to strengthen community among students and between students, teachers and parents, through educative processes. In the RP
philosophy, conflict or wrongdoing is seen as causing harm to people and relationships, and there is an obligation first to repair
this harm in order for the people involved to move forward. It is a way of educating students towards self-regulated right
behaviour that is respectful of all concerned. In particular, it puts the onus back on the wrongdoer to be truly accountable for
their behaviour and to repair any harm caused to others.
This coming PD Week in July, our staff will be building their capacity for RP training with Marg Thorsbourne, and we now have
more than ten staff who are trained mediators in conducting restorative conversations and meetings at school. This philosophy
is key to the way in which all our staff build relationships with their students and resolve conflicts. Should you have any further
queries about St James’ approach to behaviour development, I encourage you to make time to meet with your child’s PC teacher
or myself so that we can support you in your understanding of the positive impact this having in our community.
God bless.
Kelly Stirling

From the Head of Junior School…
Reading is fun
I am an avid reader - it is one of my most favourite things to do! I have always loved reading and I credit my mum for
encouraging me from a young age. I have fond memories of being read to and practising my reading with Mum sitting beside
me, helping me when I got stuck. As an educator, I see children at all different stages of their learning journey but the one
common factor is the need for all children to have the opportunity to practise reading aloud ……. At least 4 times a week!
Reading proficiently by the end of Year 3 — a major predictor of future educational outcomes — is one of the most important
benchmarks in a child’s academic journey.
Having a strong foundation upon which to build reading ability empowers children to reach their full potential, but many
children struggle to read because they simply aren’t given the opportunity to regularly practice.
Because the end of Year 3 typically marks the transition from learning to read to reading to learn, children who have
significant gaps in their reading ability will fall increasingly far behind in their comprehension across all subjects. Poor reading
ability can affect motivation to learn and may prevent a child who is otherwise just as intelligent as another from being able to
keep up with their peers at school.
It goes without saying that getting involved with your kids’ reading can improve their chances of success in school, but what
are some important early steps? Here are three ways parents can help their children learn to read so they can begin reading
to learn.
1. Read to your child.
Reading to your child is an easy way to foster reading enjoyment and develop vocabulary and language skills. It’s never too
early to introduce book-reading and set the foundation for learning how to read. It is important for kids to understand the
fundamentals of reading as early as possible so they can begin learning from written language and feel confident in school. As
a bonus, parents can ask their child comprehension questions about stories to engage them even more. Not only does reading
aloud help deepen your relationship with your child, but it also helps expose her/him to deeper concepts, a richer vocabulary,
and a broadened worldview.
2. Listen to your child read.
Parents should help their child learn to read as early as possible. This exposure to written text will help them to further
develop grammatical understanding and comprehension skills. Parents should use simple picture books and help their child
pronounce words as entireties. When a child isn’t able to handle a given word, parents should step in and help her/him sound
it out. Parents may choose to follow along silently with their child or read aloud simultaneously. Either method will provide
corrective feedback as needed — for pronunciation, punctuation, pace, and inflection.
Children should read books aloud daily throughout primary school. Parental involvement in listening to their child read can go
a long way towards achieving fluency — the ability to read a text accurately, quickly, and with expression. After children learn
how to read, parents often expect them to continue reading books silently on their own. While building independent reading
habits is important, fluency and comprehension are further developed through the process of
reading aloud. Developing strength as a reader takes practice, persistence, and hard work.
As children get older, it is also essential for them to continue to read frequently and be exposed to
a variety of genres to build and maintain reading proficiency.

3. Teach your child literacy skills.
The most popular learning-how-to-read strategies parents use are the first two: read to your child and listen to your child
read. However, it is strongly recommended that parents help their children to learn specific literacy skills.
Pre-reading skills are crucial to early literacy. A child’s reading ability in Grade 1 is linked with them having worked with these
components in Prep. Parents can teach their kids many of the skills that are predictors of later academic success. These
include alphabet knowledge (such as letter-sound correspondence"; phonological awareness (like rhyming and remembering
familiar sounds); name writing; and rapid, automatic naming of letters, digits, and colours.
A solid understanding of phonics — such as letter-sound blending, consonant combinations, and vowel combinations — can
greatly improve a child’s ability to read unfamiliar words fluently. Children also need to be able to recognise common whole
words (also known as sight words) easily.
Teaching these difficult concepts on your own to a child can be tough, and though there are many free options available
online, parents may find more success by getting literacy tools directly from educators.
Parents can also ask their child’s teacher for support in teaching their child to read at home.
Sometimes, parents are told early teaching is harmful, but it isn’t true. You simply can’t introduce literacy too early. The
“dangers of early teaching” has been a topic of study for more than 100 years, and no one has ever found any convincing
evidence of harm. Moreover, there are hundreds of studies showing the benefits of reading to your children when they
are young.
Seize the opportunity – spend time – 10 minutes a day – it will make the world of difference, no matter where your child
is on their reading journey.
Happy Reading!
Jane Campion
Head of Junior School

From the Head of Learning Support…
Belonging
‘Think for a moment about yourself. Think of a time you believed that you truly
belonged somewhere. Was it a group, a club, a sports team, or a work
environment? Now think about your behavior in that setting. How did you
behave? How did you feel? If someone looked at you how did you act? Most
people are more willing to take risks, to contribute, to share, and to learn in
such environments. When you feel connected to a group of people, you are
likely more talkative, more engaged, and more willing to be yourself. This is the
same for children’
As Head of Learning Support I am positioned to always think and look for ways that all students can feel connected, and
to belong at St James. Evidence now shows that students with disabilities who are included alongside their age
appropriate peers in learning environments have better outcomes than students with disabilities who are segregated.
Evidence also shows that students without disabilities are more empathetic, creative learners when students with
disabilities are included in the classroom. Inclusive education was built on the foundation that all people have the basic
human right to belong, it is such an honour to be in the role that I am this year. I would personally like to thank staff,
parents and students who have supported me, and in turn made me feel like I belong too.
Joelle Kelly
Head of Learning Support
Extract from Causton, J., & Theoharis, G. (2014) ‘The Principal’s Handbook for Leading Inclusive Schools’

Contact/Medical information…
All families are reminded to login to ParentLounge and check and update if
required their child/children’s contact and medical information.
https://stjamesqld.tass.net.au/parentlounge/login.cfm
If you are having difficulties please contact the Office.

Year 9 Parent Information Night…
A reminder to all Year 9 families that there is a parent information night next Tuesday at 6pm in MS2.2 in relation to Year
10 2020.

School Photos (Tuesday 4th June & Wednesday 5th June)…
A reminder next week is school photos. Please ensure your child/children are in full formal school uniform and hair styles
are in line with the College Uniform Policy. https://www.stjameslc.qld.edu.au/community/uniform

From the Resource Centre…
National Simultaneous Story Time
On Wednesday 22nd May, our Kindy, Year 3 and Year 4 students enjoyed sharing the book ‘Alpaccas with Maraccas’, as did
thousands of other school children Australia wide! Thank you Mr Schoff and Mr Aulsebrook for reading with our students.

Premiers Reading Challenge
This has begun for 2019. This week, students in Prep to
year 9 will receive a letter and reading record sheet. They
can record any sort of reading they do – chapter books,
picture books, home readers, books read with a sibling or
parents, newspaper or magazines. All forms need to be
returned to the Resource Centre by August 23rd.
Book Club
Magazines for the latest issue of Book Club have been sent home this week. Orders are due back by Tuesday 11th June so
that we can have orders back before the school holidays.

SCHOOL PHOTO SCHEDULE 2019
Wednesday 5TH June 2019

Tuesday 4TH June 2019
Time
7:30
8:45
9:05
9:20
9:30
9:45
10:00
10:15
10:30
10:45
11:00
11:10
11:30
11:40
11:50
12:00
12:10
12:20
12:30
1:15
1:30
1:45
2:00
2:15
2:30
2:40

Photographer 1
Sibling Photos
Year 7A
Year 7C
Year 8A
Year 8B
Prep S
Prep K
Prep Cohort
BREAK
BREAK
Year 1D
Year 2N
Year 2M
Year 3C
Year 3V
Year 9A
Year 9B
Year 9C
BREAK
BREAK
Year 4K
Year 4W
Year 5C
Year 5P

Photographer 2
Year 7B

Year 7 Cohort
Year 8 Cohort

Year 1L/S
Year 1 Cohort
Year 2 Cohort
Year 3 Cohort

Year 9 Cohort
Year 4 Cohort
Year 5 Cohort

Time
7:30
7:45
8:45
9:00
9:15
9:30
9:45

Photographer 1
Sibling Photos
STAFF GROUP PHOTO
Year 6F
Year 10 Cohort

10:00

Captains & Vice Captains –
Principal & DP

10:15

SRC – Principal & Wellbeing
Coordinator

10:30
10:45
11:00
11:10
11:30
11:40
11:50
12:00
12:10
12:20
12:30
1:15
1:30
1:50

BREAK
BREAK
M1
M2
M3
M4
M5
E1
E3
E5
BREAK
BREAK
Year 12 Cohort
Year 12 – Jerseys

Year 11 Cohort

Photographer 2

Year 6M
Year 6 Cohort
Junior School Leaders –
Principal and HOJS

W1
W2
W3
W4
W5
E2
E4

You’ve landed your first job, woohoo, nailed it!
From the LLL Team

Financial independence and a world of choices and opportunities await
you… but before you splurge all your money like one of those ‘minute to
win it’ shopping competitions lets chat about how can you set yourself up to
be in the best financial position so that you can achieve your dreams, big or
small.
Get an idea of your cash flow.
Most first employments are casual positions and offer a varying number of
hours per week. If your employer has promised you a set number hours or you’ve been lucky enough to land a permanent
part-time position, great, it will be relatively easy for you to work out how much your take-home pay will be each week.
Casual hours may vary with some weeks; you may not have as much income as the week before and some weeks you may
be gifted with bonus hours, it is important that you understand how much money you may receive as a base, everything
above this is a bonus.
Save automatically.
Once you’ve worked out your base weekly income set up automatic saving. Have your LLL Savings Account automatically
split your funds up into several different accounts with different names, say, $50 into splash, $30 into emergencies and
$20 into retirement (see below). This is one of the easiest ways to save and can be set up through Internet Banking or by
calling our office. Whatever cash is left over is for you to use for your pleasure.
Set up a budget, but what for?
Splash the cash
Fun, fun and more fun… consider your splash account as aiming for a goal. Who said saving can’t be fun when the end
goal is something you really want? Initially, start with a short-term savings goal before moving onto a big ticket item.
People are much more successful if they start small, like some new kicks, and work their way up to a car or gap year.

Emergencies
It’s hard to imagine at a young age that you’ll have many emergencies but they will come. Let’s look into a magic ball, it’s
the future, and you’re driving along in your fully tricked out new wheels (car, for the parents reading along), you blow a
tire… argh… you may need to call upon your emergency fund to get you rolling again.
Retirement
What, now?!? I know, retirement is forever away but putting funds away as early as possible will benefit you in the long
run thanks to compound interest. As a young person you have the gift of time, and the more time you have the more
interest you can earn. Saving for your retirement can start small, put a deposit into your high-interest savings account and
then forget about it.
Choose the right account for your needs
LLL Savings Accounts have no fees or charges – at all, and pay a great interest rate, you can access your funds through
Internet Banking at any time and can automate your savings. You can also give each account a different name, like
‘splash’… but we’ll let you consider if our product is right for you ;)
If you’re over 16 years old declare your Tax File Number
Don’t forget to declare your Tax File Number to your bank. Providing your TFN to your bank is not compulsory, however,
if you do not supply these details, the Australian Tax Office may instruct the bank to deduct tax from interest earned on
your account, at the highest marginal rate of tax, plus Medicare Levy. – yuck.
Rule of thumb for saving
If you can’t afford it now, don’t buy it now. Setting up a healthy savings balance will mean you may never need to rely on
borrowing credit in the form of a ‘buy now, pay later’ facility. With these facilities, you are more likely to end up paying
more for the original purchase thanks to fees and charges. Who wants to be chasing their tail to pay for last week’s
splurges when you could looking forward to your dreams?
This advice is general in nature and does not take into account your personal situation, needs or objectives. You should
consider if this product is right for you.

