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Cambodia…
During the September school holidays, seven year eleven students and 4 adults
including staff from St James, travelled to Cambodia to participate in a
Universal Village Program (UVP). The aim of this program was to immerse
students in the life and culture of the Cambodian people and to see first-hand
the impact that international aid from Australia and other countries is making
to this nation still working its way out of the legacy left by years of genocide
and war.
The Universal Village Program saw us experiencing rural life in the Aoral
District. From the visits we made to farmers we learnt of the wide impact that
just a few dollars can make. Teach one farmer practices that enable better
crop production and that flows on to other farmers in that community. Food
security is the aim and with better outcomes the whole community flourishes.
Food security enables the villages to deal with disasters such as storms and
droughts.
One big joy was seeing the canal that the sponsorship of the Year Five class had
earlier this year. This canal provided irrigation for the ‘cucumber’ village. This
was another example where one farmer was shown better practices, through
training sponsored by Australian aid money, to enable higher yields of
cucumbers and this information was shared by many other farmers in the
village. Their cucumbers were delicious! As we sat and chatted, the sound of
crunching crisp cucumbers filled the air.
Was the experience worthwhile? The student responses tell a story:
“I have come to appreciate that the more you have, the greedier you are”
This journey broadened my mindset. It was clearly evident that LWD is making
an impact on Cambodians in need, supporting them towards a better life.”

9th November
Yr12 Formal
12th November
Yr12 Retreat Day
13th November
Yr12 Subject Awards
Yr12 Sausage sizzle (whole
school)
16th November
Yr12 Graduation breakfast
Yr12 Valedictory Service
Yr12 Last Day
19th November
Prep Excursion – Nature Play
23rd November
9-12yrs old HB District swimming
carnival
23rd November
P&F Christmas Celebrations
26th – 28th November
Yr10 & Yr11 Exam Block
27th November
Yr9 Bible Presentation &
Secondary School Awards Service

The most memorable thing that I took home from Cambodia, was the smile on
Oo Iam’s face (a farmer we met whilst in the Aoral district) when I thanked him
and told him that the work he was doing on his farm was amazing and that he
should be incredibly proud of all that he had achieved. It was really nice to
know that he genuinely appreciated us being there and enjoyed showing us and
teaching us about his work.

28th November
Yr 4 Circus Performance

"One of the moments on the trip that was special for me was when the LWD
staff taught us how to do Khmer dancing and we taught them how to do some
Australian dances. It was lots of fun."

30th November
Yr10 & Yr11 Last Day

29th November
Dance Fever Showcase

Cambodia cont…
Another highlight of the trip was driving up to Siem Reap. After the six-hour bus ride, we headed up
to the temples. Seeing them in real life and not just photos and to also learn about the history behind
them and facts about the them, for example, the temples were built around the 12th century really,
makes you think about and appreciate how much time and effort went into building these structures
with only simple tools and building supplies that were available at that time.
I loved visiting Cambodia and if the trip was done again, I would definitely recommend going on it.
The people are so happy. The people are so proud of their country and so very thankful for the support of
Australian Lutheran World Service and their partner Life With Dignity.
David Grieger
Religion & Ethics/Indigenous Key Teacher/VET Engineering

From the Deputy Principal…
Uniforms…
As we approach the end of the year, it is sometimes thought by students that the
school’s rules and standards can be ignored as we don’t have long to go so why
bother ensuring we get it right…?
I met with some students after Assembly on Tuesday to discuss this and to
remind them that our standards must always be met and that the uniform should
always be worn correctly. Staff have noticed lately that students are not wearing
their sports uniform on the correct days. If students need sports clothes for
specialist lessons outside of the prescribed days, they are welcome to bring their
sports clothes to change into lessons – we now have a great new change room
facility at the COLA. Here is the Uniform Plan to refresh your memories:
MONDAY – 8A, 8B, Year 9 and 10
TUESDAY – Year 7 and 8
WEDNESDAY – Year 11 and 12
THURSDAY – Year 9 and 10
FRIDAY – 8C, Year 7, 11 and 12
Another area we have noticed standards slipping is with hair – Please revisit the
college diary for reminders but boys should have hair tied back ALL DAY if it is
below their ears and girls should not have multiple colours in their hair or a
colour that is not their natural hair colour. I have asked all students with
hairstyles not compliant to the diary to get this fixed as a matter of priority.
Next year, the college will be refocusing its approach to the formality of the
FORMAL UNIFORM – this includes a Formal Hat and the correct shoes. If your
child has a formal hat at home it is a compulsory part of the formal uniform and is
expected to be worn. This has been an aspect of the uniform that has been
overlooked in the past but will be a point of refocus for staff and students in
2019. In regards to the formal shoes, please do not be fooled by the latest
marketing ploys of clever companies who are now making “black leather lace up”
shoes that are still actually sneakers. SNEAKERS ARE NOT PART OF THE FORMAL
UNIFORM. Over the course of the Christmas break, I encourage all families to
ensure that the correct formal shoes are purchased for this uniform – they must
be formal shoes and with a hard sole and heel. These shoes are expected to be
worn by many workplaces and to formal events for boys, so the request to have
the correct shoes is not an unreasonable one. I give great thanks to all our
families who adhere to and support our uniform policy and work hard with their
children to support us when we make requests for corrections. No teacher likes
to continually remind their students to be in correct uniform so I appeal to the
integrity of all our students to simply “do the right thing, even when no one is
watching”.
God bless,
Miss Kelly Stirling
Deputy Principal

From our Resource Centre…
We look forward to sharing some photos of our new Resource Centre and parent library in the next newsletter!
End of year – returning resources
As we head towards the end of the year, please be aware of when library resources
need to be returned to school
Year 12 - Friday 9th November
Year 10 and 11 - Monday 26th November
Prep to Year 9 - Friday 30th November
Premiers Reading Challenge
This week we presented students with their certificates of participation for
Premiers Reading Challenge. It was fantastic to see the number of students, who
joined over 1300 schools Australia wide, complete the challenge.

From our Head of Junior School…
NEW CLASSROOM SPACES FOR YEARS 4-6
Have you heard that the children and teachers in Years 4-6 have moved back into their renovated,
collaborative and agile classrooms? WOW!! What an amazing transformation! The general reaction of the
children was “This is awesome!”
In Year 4 the children are saying, “We are very excited about our new classroom”. Here are some of their
thoughts.
The new classrooms are neat, tidy and colourful. Jedd
I think that our new classroom is very cool and unique. I love my classroom. I really do. Grace
The new classroom is going spectacularly well and the furniture is great. It is very roomy and I'm sure
everyone loves the new rooms. Bonnie
It is bigger and fancier. Charli
It's beautiful. Way better than I expected. I love the glass room and the fact that it is one big room. Yasmin
I like the new classroom because it has more learning space. It’s got more beanbags, higher desks and way
comfier seats. Madi
St. James's new Grade 4 classrooms are breathtaking. Two closed rooms were united in the move and we are
proud of the results. Lily
The new classroom is spectacular. I love the colour scheme, even though it doesn't really Pop! it's very
neutral. My favourite would be the desk that you can write on with whiteboard markers. I like how we are all
together now and have a whiteboard wall. Jada
There has been a very positive reaction around the “fishbowl” from the year 5 children. They like the fact that
they can access the glassed room where they can work independently at times and they like all being together
in the one space. The Year 6’s love how spacious it feels. They love how the classroom is set up for group
work, independent work and whole class learning. They like the choice of seating and desks. They feel it’s a
very positive place for learning.
If you haven’t had a look at the interior of the new classrooms, I encourage you to drop by the classroom and
have a peek. Come along to the Celebration of Learning Days in Weeks 7 and 8. Years 4-6’s can’t wait to show
you their spaces. If you have children in other year levels you might be able to take a quick look in the
classrooms while you’re here. Information will come out next week giving specific times for the Celebration of
Learning for each class.
Blessings to you for a wonderful weekend.
Genevieve Clark
Head of Junior School

What’s Buzzing in Year 7…
This term Year 7 have been embarking on an inquiry unit ‘Move It, Move It’. Students end result is to build a push kart
and then race over a 400m relay.
Students began by experimenting with scooter boards and how they turn, brake, steer amongst other concepts to give
them ideas and suggestions to create their own push carts. After these students researched and then sat down in their
teams and started to put together designs including measurements, materials and thinking about the variables.

This week, Year 7 went to visit the recycling centre to pick up some great treasures to use in their designs. They also
started to build their team push karts and the amount of initiative, collaboration, communication, creativity and critical
thinking that was happening was amazing! They can not wait to continue again next week.

We would also like to thank Mr Aaron McNamara and Mr Allen Laurie for volunteering their time and expertise as the
students are also enjoying your questioning.

Term 4 2018 Calendar of Major Events:
Week:
1

2

3
4
5

6

7

8

9

Activity/Event:

Year 11 Camp
Years 3-7 Swimming Carnival
Dance Fever Lessons begin
Book Fair
Whole School Chapel
Year 10 SET Plan Information Night
Year 7 Immunisations
Performing Arts “Showcase” Night
Pupil Free Day
Year 10 SET Plan Meetings
Prep Vision Screening
Prep Orientation Days
Year 12 Final Chapel Service &
House Farewells
Year 12 Exam Block
Year 12 Formal
Year 12 Retreat Day
Year 12 Subject Awards
Year 12 Sausage Sizzle
Year 12 Graduation Breakfast
Year 12 Valedictory Service
Prep Excursion – Nature Play
Hervey Bay District Swimming
Carnival (9-12 Yrs)
P&F Christmas Party
Year 10 & 11 Exam Block
Year 9 Bible Presentation and
Secondary School Awards Service
Year 4 Circus Performance
Dance Fever Showcase
Year 10 and 11 Last Day
Prep – Year 6 Final Celebration
Assembly (COLA)
Prep – 2 Splashfest
THANKSGIVING SERVICE
Prep – Year 9 Last Day of School

10th

Dates:
12th

–
October
th
12 October

11th October and every
Thursday following

Participants:

Year 11 students
Years 3 – 7 students and
teachers
P- 6 students

15th – 19th October
16th October
16th October
17th October
18th October
22nd October
22nd – 26th October
24th October
30th & 31st October
6th November

Whole School
Whole School
Year 10 families
Year 7 students
Various from P-12
Whole School
Year 10 families
Prep students
K – P students and teachers
Secondary School

6th – 8th November
9th November

Year 12 students
Year 12 students, staff and
families
Year 12 students
Secondary School
Whole School
Year 10-12 students and staff
Whole School
Prep students and staff
Year 3 -7 various students

12th November
13th November
13th November
16th November
16th November
19th November
23rd November
23rd November
26th – 28th
November
27th November

Whole School
Year 10 and 11 students

28th November
29th November
30th November
4th December

Junior School
Junior School
Year 10 & 11 students
Junior School

5th December
6th December
7th December

P-2 students and staff
Whole School
P- 9

Secondary School

–
–
–

Where: Mary Ryan’s Hervey Bay - 414b Charlton Esplanade, Torquay QLD 4655
Date: Saturday 3rd November 2018
Time: 9.30am to 11am

Come along and join local author, Robyn Osborne, as she launches her rollicking new
picture book, Bruno - The Boisterous Blue Dog from the Bush!!
This is a timeless Aussie tale celebrating the friendship between Bob the bushie and his
best buddy, Bruno the blue dog. An alliterative, humorous tale which celebrates
mateship and introduces young readers to the quintessential language of the Australian
bush.
Robyn is a successful author with a range of engaging children's books including My
Dog Socks - a CBCA Notable book and also shortlisted for the Speech Pathology
Australia Book of the Year. Robyn will be reading from her books and answering
questions. Books will be available for purchase and signing on the day. Free homebaked cookie with every book purchased!

