
 

Upcoming events 
 

 

 

 

30th & 31st October 

Prep Orientation Days 

 

6th November 

Yr12 Final Chapel Service & House 

Farewells 

 

6th – 8th November 

Yr12 Exam Block 

 

9th November 

Yr12 Formal 

 

12th November 

Yr12 Retreat Day 

 

13th November 

Yr12 Subject Awards 

Yr12 Sausage sizzle (whole 

school) 

 

16th November 

Yr12 Graduation breakfast 

Yr12 Valedictory Service 

 

19th November 

Prep Excursion – Nature Play 

 

23rd November 

9-12yrs old HB District swimming 

carnival 

 

23rd November 

P&F Christmas Celebrations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

From the Principal… 

And the Finalist in the 2018 Business and Tourism Awards are… 

Recently I had the opportunity to meet with Principals from our other Lutheran 

Schools in Queensland. We often share together stories of innovation and 

share the challenges that we and our schools face. In doing so, it provides an 

opportunity for me to reflect on what we are doing well and what we may 

want to work on. 

Recently our College submitted an application for the 2018 Business and 

Tourism Awards in the category of Education Provider. I feel that the reason to 

do this was two-fold. 

1) When reading the submission requirements, I felt that the College has 
a lot to bring to the table. 

2) The process of completing this application, was an affirming one – just 
like the reflections I share here at the beginning of my article. 

 

Early this month we were advised that we have been selected and shortlisted 

as finalists out of a strong field of applicants. 

https://www.businessandtourismawards.com.au/2018-finalists 

This is certainly affirming for our College. It tells us that amongst our ‘peers’ we 

do stand out. So in that sense, we are excited that we have been recognised in 

this way. 

However, this is only a small part of the picture. Yes, it is great to be shortlisted 

as Education Provider of the Year. And early next month we will see if our 

shortlisting leads to ‘winning’ the category. But for me and our College – 

application shortlisted or not, winning or not, I am affirmed in what we do in so 

many ways. Yes, we are always looking for improvement and will continue to 

do so.  

Thank you for the support of our College and the trusted relationship we have 

with the students (your children) that we care for together. Our community 

thrives in many ways and acknowledgement from the outside is great, but not 

as important as acknowledgment from our existing and wonderful community 

that we already have. 

Blessings, 

Mr Luke Schoff 

Principal 

Issue 17 – 26th October 2018 

https://www.businessandtourismawards.com.au/2018-finalists


 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

   

From the Deputy Principal… 

 Being Consistent – It’s a Challenge… 

I love that our school is not an autocratic society where black is black and white is 

white, that we don’t apply rules and restrictions, but instead agreements and 

expectations. Schools are indeed microcosms of society, where we seek to teach 

our community about ethics and values, being as authentic as we can, all the 

while under a somewhat protective little dome we call St James. Would it be 

easier to run a school if we were autocratic in nature, adhering to rules and 

restrictions, applying the same penalties for the same infringements without 

question? Absolutely. Would it be fair? Maybe. Would it be just? Probably not. 

JUSTICE. It’s a very important value at St James and a term that gets spoken of in 

a variety of contexts, sometimes inappropriately. The dictionary defines it as “just 

behaviour or treatment”, it connotes synonyms like: fairness, justness, fair 

play, fair-mindedness, equity. The term suggests that to be just, we should be 

equal – CONSISTENT. But, is fair always equal… and is being equal consistent?  

 

Lutheran Education Australia defines JUSTICE for us through a different lens: 

Through genuine concern and through developing a conscience for the rights and 

well being of others, we act with fairness and consistency and respond to injustice 

with courage and integrity. https://www.lutheran.edu.au/about/lea-vision-

purpose-and-core-values/ 

 

Consistency is still essential, but I noticed a different feel to what we mean by 

fairness and consistency and it links to INTEGRITY. You will know that my theme 

for the Secondary School in recent years is based around integrity – doing the 

right thing even though no one is watching. I love that so many of our students 

espouse integrity in the way they carry themselves both at school and in public. 

We encourage and promote integrity to be a core part of being a St James 

student. Our Christian teachings also tell us, however, that Justice and Integrity 

are closely linked to another value we espouse – COURAGE. It is never easy to 

always make the right decisions, often the easiest option is to give in, to fly in the 

face of justice and integrity and just go with the status quo – if everyone else 

accepts it, why shouldn’t I? It takes courage to be JUST and to be CONSISTENT.  

At St James, we work hard to model these values and to provide as much 

consistency as we can when it comes to justice issues at our school. I return to my 

first thought in this article – we are not autocratic, but we are just and we are 

fair… that does not always mean we apply EQUAL measure to this Justice. As we 

come to the end of a very busy year at St James, I thank all the families who have 

supported our requests for homework, uniform infringements to be rectified, 

getting your children to school on time, adhering to our parking regulations, 

attending school functions, signing permission slips, the list could go on forever. It 

is due to the CONSISTENT approach and shared relationship we have as parents 

and teaching staff that help model consistency and unity when it comes to this 

microcosmic world of school that will prepare our young ones for life in the big, 

wide world of the future… Thank you for your support, for your integrity and your 

courage to be just and fair and… CONSISTENT. Not an easy process but worth it. 

God bless, 

Miss Kelly Stirling 

Deputy Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lutheran.edu.au/about/lea-vision-purpose-and-core-values/
https://www.lutheran.edu.au/about/lea-vision-purpose-and-core-values/
http://www.inspirephotography.com.au/
http://www.inspirephotography.com.au/
http://www.blueskydental.com.au/
http://www.blueskydental.com.au/
http://www.allpoolservicing.com.au/
http://www.allpoolservicing.com.au/
http://www.bodyinmotionphysio.com.au/
http://www.bodyinmotionphysio.com.au/


 

From our Head of Junior School… 

 

SAVE THE DATES  

Junior School Sharing of Learning Days WEEKS 7 and 8 (days and times 

to be shared soon) 

Junior School Final Celebration Assembly Tuesday December 4th 9:00am 

 

Thanksgiving Service Thursday 6th December 6:00pm 

 

We are looking forward to three very special end of year events in Junior School. 

 

1.  During Weeks 7 and 8 this year Junior School parents will be invited to a Sharing of Learning. This will 

involve a visit to the classroom where you can be involved in a small snippet of your child’s classroom learning 

and participate with them. 

 

2.  This year Junior School will not be hosting P-2 and 3-7 awards assemblies as has been the practice in 

previous years. A Junior School Final Celebration Assembly will replace these two events. During this 

assembly each year level will present a short item to the audience to celebrate the end of the school year. In 

addition, Years 4-6 Awards will be presented, Year 6 will share their memories of primary school and the 2019 

junior school leaders will be announced. 

 

The 4-6 awards will recognize children with the following skills:- 

1. Communicator – confident, clear, respectful, shows empathy and humility, inclusive, open minded, 
listener  

2. Collaborator – team focused, generous, curious, appreciative, listener, overcomes challenges  
3. Critical thinker- analyses and evaluates information, problem solves, ask questions, is aware of their 

own biases, reasons, reflects  
4. Creator – imaginative, curious, designer, resourceful, inspired, courageous, takes risks persists  

Those of you who have been reading and listening to information about Contemporary Learning would 

recognize these skills as skills required in our children’s future workplaces. St James College recognizes the 

development of these skills as an important part of our children’s development. One child from each pastoral 

care group will be chosen for each skill and rewarded with a certificate and plaque. 

 

3. Finally the End of Year Thanksgiving Service is a special whole school event. Many  special awards are 

presented as a part of this Service  (P-12 Shining Light Awards, Principals Award, College Academic Award, 

Sportsperson Awards etc.) and is the time we recognise the transition of our Year 6 students into Year 7 

celebrating their journey so far. 

 

We look forward to as many parents as possible being able to attend these important end of year events. 

 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

 

Genevieve Clark 

Head of Junior School 

  



 

From our Resource Centre…  

Book Fair 

A big thank you to all of our families that supported our Book Fair over the 

past week. With your support, we managed to earn $1200 worth of free books 

for the school! We hope you are enjoying reading your new books. 

 

End of year – returning resources 

With the end of the year approaching, please help your children ensure all their 

library resources are returned on time. 

Year 12 – Wednesday 14th November 

Year 10 & 11 – Friday 23rd November 

Prep to Year 9 – Monday 26th November 

 

Creative Generation Excellence in Visual Art… 

Congratulations to three Senior Visual Art students whose artwork is currently being 

exhibited at Gatakers Art Space in Maryborough. Darcy Murphy, Kobe Cruse and Shreya 

Tekumalla entered their work which were amongst 447 submissions from 183 schools 

entering in the North Coast region. Of the 447 submissions, their work was amongst 77 

shortlisted to be exhibited.  

If you would like to visit the exhibition, it will continue until October 28th and admission is 

free.  

 

Congratulations… 

Congratulations to Laura Tietze –Schmidt, Shreya Tekumalla and Holly Rees for their entries 

into the Mary Poppins poem and literacy competition. Laura won first place in the Yr6-8 

poem section. 

 

Brush with fame… 

A few of our students had the opportunity to see the Duke and Duchess of Sussex on 

their recent visit to the Fraser Coast. 

 



 

LYQ Summer Camps… 

Each year Lutheran Youth of Queensland host camps during the Christmas 

holiday break. Registration is open for these camps now and you can get all 

the details from the following website http://lyq.org.au/camps-events 

These camps are age appropriate and there are camps for Yr 3-6 and Yr7-11. 

The first camps begin on December 9 and runs for a week.  

There is a second wave of camps in January beginning on the 7th for children in Years 3-6, just in time to address the itchy 

feet of children at the end of the long holiday break. 

A past camp attender from our College writes “My experience on camp may not be the same as everyone's but I can 

promise you that camp is a safe, happy and loving place. Blast is definitely a great thing to do. It's filled with awesome 

activities and amazing people, you learn lots of different life skills and are encouraged to step out of your comfort zone in 

a positive way. I really encourage everyone to go on a LYQ camp, the team there are always kind and are some of the 

most supportive people you will ever meet.” 

If you are wanting to attend, this is your first camp and you find the cost prohibitive, please speak to Mr Grieger or Pastor 

Tim as there is some financial assistance available. We highly recommend these camps. Get your friends together and 

book yourselves in! Brochures are also available from the office. 

 

Chapel Offering… 

Christmas Hampers… 

Thank you to those who have already brought non-perishable items for the 

WE CARE 2 Christmas hampers.  Jan Carlson from We Care 2 has spoken to 

students from Year 3 through to Year 12 in recent weeks about the HOPE 

that these hampers bring to families living tough in Hervey Bay. Jan also 

spoke about opportunities for some of our kids to be involved when they 

distribute these hampers later in the term. I can only imagine the eye 

opening experience this will be to see the joy on the faces of parents and 

children receiving these hampers.  As we lead up to Christmas, we 

commend to you the need of these families and encourage you to get 

involved by sending items along with your children each week. Classes have 

a basket each so that by the end of term we can collate all the items and 

make up the hampers. Please check out the poster for suggested items and 

don’t forget toys.  

When these hampers are distributed, not only is it a humanitarian gesture, 

but people may just get a glimpse of God as a human being; through our 

human hands as Robin Mann reminds us in his song; “Christmas is coming 

to the city, magazines are flooding through the post, so much is happening 

we might miss seeing, God as a human being”. 

  

http://lyq.org.au/camps-events


 

Gifts of grace… 

The countdown to Christmas is already on! Have you thought about the gifts you are going to buy? The food you’ll eat? 

The trip you might take? Are you being inundated with Christmas catalogues promoting all sorts of things to fill our 

homes with more “stuff”? I’d like to suggest a different sort of catalogue to you this year. It’s called “Gifts of Grace”. For 

many of you it’s already a favourite. I love it because it is full of gifts that really change lives. Through Australian Lutheran 

World Service (ALWS) we can give a gift of love to a family in need that will make a radical difference. Isn’t that exciting! 

During the September holidays, I travelled to Cambodia with a team of Year Elevens and with Staff members, Tiff Wardley 

and Kita Mason. We learnt first-hand of the life changing work that ALWS does. We met one village farmer who was 

taught better farming practices. This farmer then taught others in the village and now the whole community benefits 

from improved food security. 

So if this Christmas, you’d like to share in this joy of 

giving, please browse through “Gifts of Grace”. Your gift 

really will make a difference in the life of a family or 

even a whole community! 

Your child may have brought home a paper catalogue 

but you can also browse online by clicking the link 

below. 

https://www.alws.org.au/index.php/what-you-can-

do/gifts-of-grace 

May your Christmas be filled with joy and blessings! 

David Grieger 

  

https://www.alws.org.au/index.php/what-you-can-do/gifts-of-grace
https://www.alws.org.au/index.php/what-you-can-do/gifts-of-grace


 

 

Term 4 2018 Calendar of Major Events: 

 

Week: Activity/Event: Dates: Participants: 

 
 

1 

Year 11 Camp 10th – 12th October Year 11 students 

Years 3-7 Swimming Carnival 12th October Years 3 – 7 students and 
teachers 

Dance Fever Lessons begin 11th October and every 
Thursday following 

P- 6 students 

 
 

2 

Book Fair 15th – 19th October Whole School 

Whole School Chapel 16th October Whole School 

Year 10 SET Plan Information Night 16th October Year 10 families 

Year 7 Immunisations 17th October Year 7 students 

Performing Arts “Showcase” Night 18th October Various from P-12 

 
3 

Pupil Free Day 22nd October Whole School 

Year 10 SET Plan Meetings 22nd – 26th October Year 10 families 

Prep Vision Screening 24th October Prep students 

4 Prep Orientation Days 30th & 31st October K – P students and teachers 

 
 

5 

Year 12 Final Chapel Service & 
House Farewells 

6th November Secondary School 

Year 12 Exam Block 6th – 8th November Year 12 students 

Year 12 Formal 9th November Year 12 students, staff and 
families 

 
 

6 

Year 12 Retreat Day 12th November Year 12 students 

Year 12 Subject Awards 13th November Secondary School 

Year 12 Sausage Sizzle 13th November Whole School 

Year 12 Graduation Breakfast 16th November Year 10-12 students and staff 

Year 12 Valedictory Service 16th November Whole School 

 
7 

Prep Excursion – Nature Play 19th November Prep students and staff 

Hervey Bay District Swimming 
Carnival (9-12 Yrs) 

23rd November Year 3 -7 various students 

P&F Christmas Party 23rd November Whole School 

 
 

 
8 

Year 10 & 11 Exam Block 26th – 28th 
November 

Year 10 and 11 students 

Year 9 Bible Presentation and 
Secondary School Awards Service 

27th November Secondary School 

Year 4 Circus Performance 28th November Junior School 

Dance Fever Showcase 29th November Junior School 

Year 10 and 11 Last Day  30th November Year 10 & 11 students 

 
 

9 

Prep – Year 6 Final Celebration 
Assembly (COLA) 

4th December Junior School 

Prep – 2 Splashfest 5th December P-2 students and staff 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE 6th December Whole School 

Prep – Year 9 Last Day of School 7th December P- 9 
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Where: Mary Ryan’s Hervey Bay - 414b Charlton Esplanade, Torquay QLD 4655 

Date: Saturday 3rd November 2018 

Time: 9.30am to 11am 

 

Come along and join local author, Robyn Osborne, as she launches her rollicking new 
picture book, Bruno - The Boisterous Blue Dog from the Bush!! 
 
This is a timeless Aussie tale celebrating the friendship between Bob the bushie and his 
best buddy, Bruno the blue dog. An alliterative, humorous tale which celebrates 
mateship and introduces young readers to the quintessential language of the Australian 
bush. 
 
Robyn is a successful author with a range of engaging children's books including My 
Dog Socks - a CBCA Notable book and also shortlisted for the Speech Pathology 
Australia Book of the Year. Robyn will be reading from her books and answering 
questions. Books will be available for purchase and signing on the day. Free home-
baked cookie with every book purchased! 



 



Would you like to learn 
more about what 
happens to your 
rubbish, recycling 
and waste water?
As part of National Recyling Week, join us for a free Waste, 
Recycling and Waste Water information bus tour.

WHEN

WHERE

BOOK

Friday 16 November 2018
Friday 23 November 2018
8am (pick up from Brolga Theatre)
9am (pick up from Discovery Sphere car park)
Various Locations
For a full itinerary go to frasercoast.qld.gov.au
Phone 1300 79 49 29
Bookings essential by 8 November


