
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
From our Principal… 
 

Learning at St James 
 
Often educators talk about ‘contemporary education’. But what does this mean? 
 
There are a few things that we cannot miss in education. 
 
Some of the most important things we can do for our young people is to build resilience; 
have grit; be able to embrace failure; be naturally curious; be collaborative and to work 
together. 
 
Yes covering curriculum content and meeting basic standards are essential – but if we only 
focussed on that, we are certainly doing our students a dis-service. 
 
I am excited that the team of teachers that we have assembled at St James work so well 
together ensuring that contemporary learning skills are focussed in all that we do. 
 
If our students miss out on the development of creativity, critical thinking, collaboration 
and communication then we have failed in developing the whole person. These core 
(sometimes called 21st century skills) are essential for our students to develop. 
 
Alongside this, we are blessed with purpose built and modern facilities. Yesterday we 
officially opened our new secondary buildings, including our theatrette. What a blessing 
that our students not only have great physical facilities to learn in, but our approach to 
contemporary education sets them up for success, not just academically, but for life. 
 
It is a blessing to serve at St James. 
 
Every Blessing, 
 
Luke Schoff  
Principal 
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Upcomig 
events 
 
 
14th – 18th October 
Book Fair 
 
14th October 
Year 4 Excursion – 
Aussie World 
 
15th October 
Arts Showcase Night 
 
16th October 
Year 7 & Year 10 
Vaccinations Catch up 
 
16th October 
Year 10 SET Plan 
Information Night 
 
16th – 18th October 
Year 10 & Year 12 
Outdoor Rec Camp – 
Noosa State Forest 
 
21st October 
PUPIL FREE DAY 
 
22nd – 25th October 
Year 10 SET Plan 
Meetings 
 
25th October 
Years 3-7 Swimming 
Carnival 
 
28th – 29th October 
Year 3 Camp 
Aldershot 
 
29th October 
Prep Orientation Day 



 

From the Deputy Principal… 
Welcome new staff… 

This term, we have welcomed a few familiar and a few new faces to our teaching and learning family and I would like to formally 
introduce them to our school community. 
 
Returning to fill another contract this term is Mr Dave Darmody. Dave was here last term replacing Miss Corney teaching Outdoor 
Education and has also taken up contracts in the past at St James teaching in the Junior School. Dave also runs his own Business – 
“Australian Offroad Academy” and coordinates the local Dunga Derby in his “spare time”. Dave is the father of two daughters, 
Kayla and Kira, and we are blessed to have him here this term replacing Helen Price as the Senior School Education Support 
Teacher. 
 
Another familiar face on board this term is Ms Belinda Rowley, who is replacing Sharon Bentley in Year 7 this term. Belinda is the 
mother of Carter Brearley in Year 11 and past student, Laura. A regular relief teacher and someone who has also been employed 
on a variety of contracted positions in the past few years, Belinda joined our community three years ago from Good Shepherd 
Lutheran College in the Northern Territory when her family moved to Hervey Bay. An experienced and highly motivated 
professional, we welcome Belinda this term again as she serves our students in the Middle School. 
 
Mrs Renae Brogden left us at the end of last term for maternity leave awaiting the arrival of her second child, so we officially 
welcome Mr Steven Groves as her replacement this term, teaching Maths, Business and Legal Studies in the Secondary School. 
Father of two young children – Oliver (5) and Piper (2), Steven joins us with over 15 years of teaching experience across a range of 
specialty subjects. After his recent move to Hervey Bay this year, Steve enjoys motorbike riding and spending time with his family 
and has been a welcome addition to our teaching team this term after completing some time as a relief teacher here last term. 
 
Also on maternity leave this term is Mrs Natalie Brindell and we welcome Mrs Karyn Gordon to our Primary School in Year 2 this 
term. Karyn comes to us on leave from the University of the Sunshine Coast where she currently lectures Education students in 
Hervey Bay. Mother of two grown-up children, Jessica and Alex, Karyn has a heart for early childhood education and brings with 
her a myriad of teaching and leadership experience from a variety of local schools around the Fraser Coast. Karyn is currently also 
studying, completing her PhD in “Gamification in the Classroom”, she also has a passion for STEM technologies and their influence 
on learning. 
 
Mrs Selina Palmer is a familiar face to our netball community being a coach for our club for many years, and she has joined our 
Primary School this year in Year 4, replacing Mr Jeff Keck who left us to move to NSW last term. Selina was previously employed 
at Kawungan State Primary School and brings with her a wealth of experience, enthusiasm and passion for educating young 
people. A Hervey Bay local, Selina also has two young children to care for, and will continue to serve our netballers into coming 
seasons. We feel very proud that she has become a more visible member of our college community and she is looking forward to 
serving our families in the Primary School. 
 
Staffing Appointment 
Congratulations to Mrs Bianca Millard, who has been offered and accepted the position of Wellbeing Coordinator in 2020. With 
Julie Higgins moving in to the position of Head of Secondary School next year, Bianca has demonstrated an obvious strength and 
passion for this role. She has been an RP Mediator for many years and is very well known and respected by many students, staff 
and families in our school community. We feel blessed that Bianca will be stepping into this significant pastoral leadership role 
and know that she will work well with all our students in this capacity. 
 
God bless, 
 
Kelly Stirling 
Deputy Principal 
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From the Head of Primary School… 
Welcome to Term Four! I hope you all had the opportunity to enjoy some family time over the holiday period. I attended a 
Leaders Conference in Sydney where I was impressed with many of the speakers talking about practices that we already 
have embedded here at St James. I really enjoy learning and it was great to bring back some new ideas to share with our 
teachers. This term promises to be busy and full of wonderful learning experiences for our students. 
 
Year 3 on Camp! 
 
School camp is a fantastic opportunity for children to develop new skills, friendships and interests. However, for many kids 
(and their parents!) just the thought of sleeping away from home can provoke high anxiety. 
 
Some of the common worries about camp include: not being able to sleep properly, not liking the food camp will offer, 
who they will be sharing a cabin with, not enjoying the activities camp will offer, feeling homesick. 
 
Although these are understandable concerns, it is important to help kids feel more positive about camp and to overcome 
the fear of not enjoying camp. 
 
The benefits of school camp are numerous - 
1. Development of social skills - Through teamwork activities, children develop supportive relationships not only with 
different children, but also with their teachers. At camp, children have the opportunity to learn about acceptance, caring 
and understanding. 
 2. Development of independence skills - For many children school camp is their first time away from family and home for 
a few nights. This is a great opportunity for kids to grow up by learning how take care of themselves and to do things on 
their own. Most kids do rise to the challenge and learn to rely on themselves when they spend time away home. 
3. Development of decision-making skills - Supervising teachers are not able to hover over each child all the time, so at 
camp, children are responsible for making more of their own choices. 
4. Increased environmental awareness - During camp, children are exposed to authentic nature-based experiences. 
Hands-on activities in the outdoors stimulate all senses and facilitate learning. Children become more aware of the 
environment, develop outdoor skills and appreciation for nature. 
5. Learning new skills - At school camp, children will be exposed to a range of activities that they may not have tried 
before. When away from their parents, children are often more adventurous and willing to try new things. 
 
OK great… BUT what if your child is feeling anxious about camp? 
 
Here are some tips to help your child feel more confident about going to camp: 

1. Preparation is the key to feeling less anxious. Talk with your child about their worries and fears. Discuss the activities 
they will be doing. Which ones will be challenging? Which ones will be fun? Practice sleeping away from home by having 
sleepovers at a close friend or family member’s home. 
2. Pack together and make it fun. Give your child the responsibility of checking that they have all the required equipment 
and take them on a special shopping trip to buy what they are missing. When packing, give your child a special memento 
to take with them that will help them feel safe.  
3. Give your child a special journal to take with them on camp. You can write encouraging messages that they can read 
while they are away. They can also write or draw things they will like to share with the family once they are back home. 
4. Talk to your child’s teacher and share the concerns you have. The teacher will appreciate this extra information and 
most likely will keep a closer eye on your child. 
 
Keep encouraging them and helping them to get ready for what could be a highlight of their Year 3 experience! 
 
Jane Campion 
Head of Primary School 

 

  



 

From the Chaplain…  

Welcome back everyone! 
 
The value we will look at today is Appreciation. 
 
This week I went to check in with a few students to see what they got up to  
in the holidays. There were some very industrious students working hard in  
their jobs, some went for a road trip, many caught up on Netflix and  
Youtube and some simply rested. I think the record was a 1pm wake up! In  
the midst of all of this they appreciated the time to rest and be still. 
 
This term is a nostalgic one for our Year 12’s as they prepare to leave and  
an exciting one for the Year 6’s as they transition to Middle School. They  
have I’m sure appreciated the care and support they have been given to  
make it thus far. Another synonym for appreciation is gratitude and being  
thankful. This term there will be many opportunities to show this value:  
donating items to WeCare2, saying Thank you to someone special for  
something that they did, spending time out in the sunshine and  
reconnecting with nature. Pastor Tim has been doing a series on how we  
can BLESS someone in our community and we will unpack that over the  
term. Appreciation is the first step. 
 
May the Lord bless and keep you in your comings and goings and may He give  
you His peace. 
 
God bless, 
 
Ingeburg Dell’Antonio 
Chaplain 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Place your business 
advertisement here.   

For more information go to 
our website 

Advertising Opportunities 

http://www.stjameslc.qld.edu.au/advertising-opportunities-1
http://www.blueskydental.com.au


 

From the Resource Centre… 
Book Fair 
 
Book Fair is coming to St James! Book Fairs are an opportunity to help our school stock up on resources to enrich 
your children's education, as well as being a great Christmas shopping opportunity for parents. Next Monday 
and Tuesday, students in Junior School will be visiting the Book Fair to create their wish list. We will then be 
open for sales from Wednesday 16th October until 
Wednesday 23rd October. Senior School students will 
be able to browse and purchase once the fair opens. 
We look forward to seeing you in the Resource Centre 
for the Book Fair! 
 
Opening hours: 
Before school 8:10 – 9:00 
Lunch time 
After school 2:30pm – 3:30pm 
 
Interschool Chess Competition 
 
The last interschool Chess competition for the year will be held at Avoca State School, Bundaberg, on Tuesday 
22nd October. Permission forms are available in the Resource Centre and are due back next Monday, 14th 
October. No late permission forms will be accepted due to registration cut offs. 
 

Chapel Offerings… 
Christmas Hampers 

This opportunity is upon us again. For those who have contributed in the past, your generosity is very much 
noticed and appreciated. The attached flyer gives you an idea of what can be brought in. At both the Junior and 
Senior chapels next week, Jan Carlson from We Care 2 will be speaking about the hope that these hampers bring 
to families living tough in Hervey Bay. As we lead up to Christmas, we commend to you the need of these 
families and encourage you to get involved by sending items along with your children each week. Classes have a 
basket each so that by the end of week 7 we can collate all the items and make up the hampers. Please check 
out the poster for suggested items, and don’t forget toys.  

When these hampers are distributed, not only is it a humanitarian gesture, but people may just get a glimpse of 
God as a human being; through our human hands as Robin Mann reminds us in his song; “Christmas is coming to 
the city, magazines are flooding through the post, so much is happening we might miss seeing, God as a human 
being”. 

School Immunisation Program - October Clinic… 

Ozcare is providing free vaccinations for all Year 7 and Year 10 students, in October, as part of 
Queensland Health’s annual School Immunisation Program.  All Year 7 and Year 10 students 
are being offered free vaccinations as recommended on the National Immunisation Program to 
protect against vaccine preventable diseases.  Year 7 students will be offered Human 
Papillomavirus (HPV).  Year 10 students will be offered meningococcal ACWY vaccination if 
they missed out in May.  Please contact Ozcare on 07 4191 300 if you have not returned a 
consent form and require a new one.  



 

 



 
 

16th – 23rd October 
8:10 – 9:00am 
Lunch time 
2:30 – 3:30pm 

Resource Centre 



AUSTRALIAN
INSTITUTE OF 

QUANTITY 
SURVEYORS

SCHOLARSHIPS 
AVAILABLE

Australian Institute of Quantity Surveyors (AIQS), the peak professional standards 
body for Quantity Surveyors, offers scholarships for a number of Year 12 students 
who qualify for entry into a Quantity Surveying/Construction Economics/
Construction Management (Economics) course that is accredited by AIQS.

The scholarship is valued at AU$5,000.

This includes:

• An amount AU$4,000 is deposited into your account ($1,000 upon enrolment/$1,000 
after completion of eight units/$2,000 upon completion of degree)

• AIQS published text books and professional manuals including the Australian 
and New Zealand Standard Method of Measurement

• Student membership of AIQS whilst studying the accredited degree

• One-year of AIQS Graduate membership upon graduation.

How to apply for a scholarship

• Complete the Scholarship Application Form found at www.qscareers.com.au

• Attach a certified copy of your Year 11 Academic record, results and report

• Attach a 500 word essay on the topic “Describe the role and services of a Quantity 
Surveyor and comment on the future of the Quantity Surveying profession”.

Applications close 31 October. If you have any questions regarding the scholarship, 
email education@aiqs.com.au or call +61 2 8234 4000.

For more information regarding Quantity Surveying as a career please visit 

WWW.QSCAREERS.COM.AU

Australian Institute of Quantity Surveyors

Suite 303, Level 3, 70 Pitt Street, Sydney, NSW 2000, Australia

Tel: + 61 2 8234 4000

www.aiqs.com.au
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